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On the sixth annual Repro Shabbat, vows to

persevere

By Andrew Adler
Community Editor

The sanctuary at Temple Shalom
grew silent as congregant Sandy Flaks-
man told her story.

“Many years ago, before Roe v. Wade,
I was a new married but could not
take the pill,” Flaksman recalled from
the bimah during the Friday, Feb. 13
Shabbat service, explaining that as an
alternative she was fitted with an intra-
uterine device bearing a soon-to-be in-
famous name: the Dalkon Shield.

Later while travelling out of town, “I
subsequently miscarried a 22-week fe-
tus,” Flaksman said, and upon return-
ing to Louisville promptly consulted
with a new gynecologist.

“He said, ‘Sandy, your womb and
your uterus are such a mess from that
Dalkon Shield, I fear for your mental
and physical health. If you get preg-
nant again, please sue the hell out of
me because that’s the only way you’ll
be able to get an abortion.”

Flaksman never did again get preg-
nant, and though her miscarriage oc-
curred more than 50 years ago (the
Dalkon Shield was pulled from the
American market in 1974 after being
found to have a design flaw leading
to the deaths of at least 18 women),
the incident remains a vivid reminder
of how women’s reproductive health
could be under dire threat.

It was circumstances like these that,
six years ago, prompted the National
Council of Jewish Women to estab-
lish “Repro Shabbat,” which NCJW
describes as “an annual Shabbat cel-
ebration that honors the Jewish value
of reproductive freedom.” It coincides
each year with Parshat Mishpatim, “the
reading of which contains the verses
commonly referenced as the founda-
tion of Judaism’s approach to repro-
ductive health, rights and justice.”

This year’s Repro Shabbat observanc-
es fell on the weekend of Feb. 13-14.
At least three area congregations par-
ticipated: Temple Shalom, The Temple
and Keneseth Israel. Adath Jeshurun,
which had a scheduling conflict, will
host its own Repro Shabbat later this
year.

“Reproductive justice is a Jewish val-
ue,” emphasizes Sarah Harlan, execu-
tive director of NCJW - Louisville Sec-
tion, “but it’s important to us to protect
every woman’s right to bodily autono-
my, and not have the government tell us
or impose what they believe.” Indeed,
Repro Shabbat has become ever-more
relevant since the U.S. Supreme Court
handed down its June 2022 decision in
Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Orga-
nization, overturning Roe’s 1974 deci-
sion guaranteeing abortion access.

Jewish law has long held that life be-
gins at birth, not conception — a distinc-
tion that has profound implications in

Sandy Flaksman speaking at Temple Sha-
lom Repro Shabbat

both sacred and secular arenas.

“We read Parashat Mishpatim that if
a person strikes another human being
and that person dies, ‘Surely that per-
son shall be put to death,” KI Rabbi
Ben Freed commented during his Feb.
14 Shabbat morning sermon. “That’s
pretty straightforward: It seems that
the Torah has a rubric of framing that
if you kill someone, you will then get
the death penalty as well.

“But then the Torah goes on to share
a hypothetical: Say there two men

See REPRO SHABBAT on page 4

You can’t always
trust Al to de-
tect and counter
antisemitism
and extremism,
ADL study finds

By Andrew Adler
Community Editor

There is no escaping the reality that
artificial intelligence is becoming a pre-
dominant force in contemporary life —
and Jewish life is no exception.

Witness a January 28, 2026 report is-
sued by the Anti-Defamation League,
bearing the headline: Six Leading Al
Models Show Varied Ability to Detect and
Counter Antisemitism and Extremism,
New ADL AI Index Finds.

“Six major AI models show varied
ability in detecting bias against Jews and
Zionists/Zionism and identifying ex-
tremism, according to a new ADL (the
Anti-Defamation League) Al Index re-
leased today. This Al index is the first
comprehensive evaluation of how large
language models (LLMs) respond to an-
tisemitic and extremist content, based
on more than 25,000 LLM chats, 37 top-
ical sub-categories, and assessments con-
ducted by both human and AI evaluators.

Simply put, large learning models are

See ADL ON Al on page 17

Community Year of Civil Discourse trains 26

facilitators

By Andrew Adler
Community Editor

It’s been almost four months since the
launch of the Year of Civil Discourse, a
broad-based, community-wide initiative
aiming to “empower Louisville commu-
nity members to transform difficult con-
versations into learning opportunities.”

More than 100 people attended the ini-
tial orientation sessions in mid-Novem-
ber, with a subset of 26 undergoing addi-
tional training as facilitators

Recently we spoke with three of these
newly-trained  facilitators: ~ Samantha
Schaffer a doctoral candidate at Spalding
University’s School of Professional Psy-
chology, Joseph Sinski, an Analytical
Chemistry professor at Bellarmine Univer-

sity; and Kathy Karr, Principal Flute with
the Louisville Orchestra.

Samantha
Schaffer

“Being part of the
Jewish community
was a big driver for
me, just wanting to
be engaged. I don't
think T'm that dis-
similar to others in
our community
who've experienced
a lot of emotional
distress since the
events of October 7. I work in mental
health, so it’s my bread and butter. But
when it comes to knowing what to do for

Samantha Schaffer

myself, that’s another story.”

With YOCD, “I feel like I'm doing
something to bridge those gaps of dis-
connection not just between Jews and
non-Jews, but between Jews in this com-
munity who fall on different end of the
spectrum of opinion.”

Social media itself can be debilitating.

“I personally tend to lean on the left
side of the aisle. And one thing that was
super shocking for me when everything
happened was to see all this discourse in
my algorithm. And we know that algo-
rithms cater to what we want to see or
think we want to see, and all of a sudden
I was seeing all this very black and white,
polarized language around the Middle
East of this is good, and this is bad. And
I'm sitting here thinking, these are peo-

YEAR OF
CIVIL DISCOURSE

ple I typically would agree with on most
social issues, and I'm sort of dumb-
founded by how no one seems willing or
able to see the nuance that I see.

“But I'm also willing to recognize that
my opinion is not the be all, end all. I
don’t know everything about the geopoli-
tics of the Middle East, but these are is-

See CIVIL DISCOURSE on page 15
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THE DASHBOARD

Word of the Month

Holiness is where you find it

D’var Torah

Rabbi
Adam Gindea

Judaism offers a fully immersive holistic
approach to experiencing, appreciating,
and honoring the amazingly remarkable
gift of life itself — in all its complexities.
Each holiday, practice, ritual, and com-
mandment provides an opportunity to
step into a liminal portal where we are
invited to encounter and glimpse at the
varied dimensions of the multi-faceted ex-
pression of being, and honor it as “holy.”

We currently find ourselves in a pro-
foundly deep and beautiful moment in the
flow of the Hebrew calendar. Earlier this
month we celebrated Tu b'Shevat — the
birthday of the trees, and now we are pre-
paring for the upcoming holiday of Purim
— the festival commemorating the events
and story from the Book of Esther. As with
everything in our Jewish tradition, there
are layers and layers of meaning, insight,
and wisdom contained within these holi-
days. Each one in their own unique way
invites us to recognize both the seemingly
simple or superficial, and to dive into the
swirling depths of the infinite right below
the surface.

From an historical context Tiu b'Shevat
(V2w 170) is, as its name conveys, a date
on the calendar: the 15th of the month of
Shevat. This day celebrating the “birthday
of the trees” was set to determine tithes
for trees and produce required to be con-
tributed to the Temple. In the 16th cen-
tury, the spiritual Kabbalists introduced a
mystical approach to this day with a ritu-
alistic seder (a meal akin to the Passover
Seder) in which they explored the wisdom
and insights we can glean from paying at-
tention to nature.

Utilizing a Kabbalistic framework,
these spiritual masters drew connections
between the natural world as displayed by
the physical structure of fruits, nuts, and
produce as expressions of, and windows
into, the depth of the human experience
and the inner workings of the soul. Medi-
tating on the peel of an orange or shell of
a nut, we might notice and appreciate that
there are layers to the world. We live with
veils, garments, and boundaries separat-
ing us from one another, creating feelings
of otherness and individuality. The pit of
a stone fruit buried within the flesh of the
fruit, on the other hand, invites us to re-
flect more deeply on how our egos and in-
ner selves might contribute to those feel-
ings of individuality and experiences of
otherness.

We celebrate this holiday in the midst
of the winter when nature appears fro-
zen, yet we recognize the life-force flow-
ing through the roots and interconnected
web of existence pulsing below the sur-
face. What happens now lays the ground-
work for all that will be manifest and en-
joyed come the blooming of the spring. Tu
b’Shevat is both a day on the calendar in
the cold winter months, and simultane-
ously a spiritual invitation to explore the
world, ourselves, the depths of the oceans

and furthest reaches of the cosmos.

Purim, in its own way, also balances
the dualities of what may seem frivolous
or superficial and what is actually pro-
found. During this upcoming festival, we
read the historical book of Esther retell-
ing the story of King Ahashverosh and his
vizier Haman who planned a mass geno-
cide of the Jews in ancient Persia having
felt slighted by Mordechai the Jew who
refused to bow to him. We celebrate this
remarkable tale of survival and the hero-
ism of Queen Esther by feasting lavishly,
giving gifts to one another, and providing
for the needy. We celebrate the physical
and tangible with food, drink, and gifts.

God’s name is notably absent from the
Book of Esther. To the reader, however, the
Divine presence is apparent as the saga’s
winding narrative flips on its head chang-
ing dramatically throughout the story.
Over this holiday, we play with the idea
of God’s absence, Divine hiddenness, and
our deep belief that God is ever-present in
the day-to-day of our lives. By dressing up
in costume, we remind ourselves and one
another that while we might feel far and
removed from God, God’s presence is ac-
tually only hidden, concealed, and garbed
in the world around us eternally dwelling
just below the surface.

Our tradition offers ways for us to im-
merse in the feelings and experiences of
both practical life, and the ineffable en-
counters presented by narratives, ritu-
als, practices, and celebrations. This vast
and wondrous tradition offers a shared
language and ability to dialogue across
generations as we strive to explore and
embrace the depth and beauty of what it
means to be alive.

I am new to Louisville. The story of my
arrival here is through the professional
opportunity that invited my wife Jessie to
lead the Jewish Learning Experience. In
our few short weeks here, we have been
warmly welcomed and embraced by so
many - individuals, institutions, syna-
gogues, and entities alike. I am not yet fa-
miliar with the language of Louisville - its
stories, narratives, traditions, and prac-
tices. (I recently learned the practice of
hanging a horseshoe in a way so that luck
doesn't fall out.) I'm learning about Derby
and the days and weeks-long build up in
anticipation. I eagerly await our first bour-
bon distillery tour to learn more about the
“lifeblood” of this remarkable city.

And yet, even in the context of all these
new (and still-foreign-to-me) aspects of
Louisville, there is a surprising, power-
ful, and undeniable feeling of connection
to the people here; a familiar embrace
by a community and people perhaps, in
large part, bound to one other since Sinai.
However this story continues to unfold,
and whatever narratives and customs yet
to be learned along the way are revealed,
God is surely in this place.

Ilook forward to the encounters that lie
ahead and will continue to be uncovered
as we settle into our new home.

Rabbi Adam Gindea is Vice President,
Base and Rabbinic Innovation at Mem-
Global. He is married to Jessie Gindea, Ex-
ecutive Director of Jewish Learning Experi-
ence in Louisville.

Snapshots

‘ Fed®

From February 9 to 11, staff members from Jewish Federation of Louisville joined Fed-
eration professionals from across North America for FedPro. Throughout the three-day
conference, attendees came together to network, share ideas, and learn best practices
from their peers and from Jewish Federations of North America. Our staff frequently
heard from other communities that we are doing exciting and innovative work in Louis-
ville.

Pictured, L-R: Lenae Price, Sara Klein Wagner, Daniele Hurwitz, Amy Joseph Landon

(Paul Norman, not pictured, also attended)

Candles

Here are the candle-lighting times for Shabbat in March:

e March 6 @ 6:23 p.m.
e March 13 @ 7:30 p.m.

e March 20 @ 7:37 p.m.
e March 27 @ 7:44 p.m.

Contacts

Got a story idea? A letter? A gripe? A
kudo?

Send it along to Community at com-
munity@jewishlouisville.org.

Not getting your paper? Want to sub-
scribe? Putting your subscription on
hold? Gayle Shoemaker can handle

all circulation questions. She can be
reached at gshoemaker@jewishlouis-
ville.org or 502-238-2770.

Got an item for the Community eblast?
Send it to community@jewishlouis-
ville.org.

Deadlines

Got a news item for Community?
Deadlines matter, especially for news-
papers. Send in your news by Monday,
March 16 (though sooner is better).

The paper will be published on
Friday, March 27.

Submitting an item for Community’s
weekly eblast? Please submit it by Fri-
day to community@jewishlouisville.
org. The eblast is sent out every Monday
afternoon.

Read Community Everywhere...

We have you covered, Louisville —
online. Community stories are posted
regularly at jewishlouisville.org/com-
munity/ or scan the QR code below.
That also is where you
can find breaking news
ahead of our print
deadline.

Maybe you like the
look of a real paper
without the, er ... pa-

per. Then check out Digital Community
at jewishlouisville.org/community/
community-newspaper/print-ver-
sion/.

If you read on the run, Community’s
social media is just the thing. Follow us
on Facebook at facebook.com/Jew-
ishLouisville/ or on Twitter, twitter.
com/JewishLouNews, for the latest
Jewish news from Kentucky and around
the world.

Corrections/Clarifications

Have a correction? Send it to community@jewishlouisville.org
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Your Jewish community needs you!

Donate today or pick up your phone on March 1.

SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026 « CALLS BEGIN AT 10 A.M.
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support of Jewish Louisville!
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NEWS

REPRO SHABBAT

Continued from page 1

fighting, one of them pushes a preg-
nant woman and a miscarriage re-
sults, but no other damage ensues.
Then the one responsible shall be
fined accordingly, as the woman’s
husband may extract payment.,”
Freed went on.

“We can see here that the Torah
makes a distinction between the
life and body of the woman who
is pregnant and the potential life
that is growing inside of her. This
distinction is at the heart of many
arguments for reproductive free-
dom,” Freed said. “There are other
Jewish texts, both ancient and mod-
ern, that deal with specific issues of
reproductive healthcare, including
abortion, IVF (in-vitro fertililiza-
tion) and contraception.”

Such were the issues at the cen-
ter of Sobel v. Cameron, a Kentucky
case filed in October 2022 that
turned on how the law treated em-
bryos frozen in vitro. Post-Roe, Ken-
tucky law regarded them as human
beings — contradicting the Jewish
law that regarded them as parts of a
woman’s body.

Three Jewish woman — Lisa So-
bel, Jessica Kalb and Sarah Baron —
filed suit in Jefferson District Court
claiming that the state’s ban on
abortion was unconstitutional be-

The Temple Repro Shabbat speakers: L-R: Aaron Kemper, Jessica Kalb, Lisa Sobel and

Rabbi David Ariel-Joel
cause it was non-specific about IVF,
and prioritized Christian precepts
over Jewish values. The trial court
ruled in favor of the state citing rea-
sons of standing, but the Kentucky
Court of Appeals overturned that
ruling and ordered the case back to
District Court for reconsideration,
saying that Sobel’s existing frozen
embryos provided the necessary ba-
sis for trial.

Sobel and Kalb, alongside at-
torney Aaron Kemper, were at The
Temple Feb. 13 to share their per-

alom

LOUISVILLE

Are You
New to Lou?

Whether you have recently arrived
in Louisville, are planning to move
here or if you have lived here a
while but are now looking to make
Jewish Louisville a part of your life,
we are here to help!

The Jewish community in Louisville
is exciting, dynamic and friendly.
Our volunteers and staff are here
to welcome and connect you to the

@“ W Jewish Federation

OF LOUISVILLE

spectives on a case that has no clear
resolution in sight.

“The whole point behind our
lawsuit is that we are three Jewish
mothers seeking to grow our fami-
lies,” Sobel explained to her fellow
congregants, “but we faced the chal-
lenge of infertility. When we filed
our suit, one in four families would
face that burden; now we believe it’s
closer to one in three.”

In many respects, “this affects us
all,” Sobel said of Kentucky’s now
total ban on abortions, even in cases

of rape or incest (the only exception
is to save the life of the mother).
“The way the law was written is
that embryos are human beings,”
she reminded her listeners. “Well, if
you are using reproductive technol-
ogies and you're creating embryos,
what does that status mean for you
as a parent? That’s the whole pur-
pose behind our lawsuit — we need
answers in order to move forward.
We need clarity, which we don’t cur-
rently have.
Thorny questions
thornier questions now.
“T am 36 years old, and the mom
to the most wonderful five-year-
old conceived through IVF,” Kalb
said on this same Friday night. Roe
was overturned and, “my husband
and I decided to try again to grow
our family. We were fortunate in
that we had nine embryos on ice
in cryo(genic) storage. That’s nine
pregnancies I would have to endure,
but last year we decided to try one.
“Infertility treatment takes a long
time,” Kalb said. “We started the
process in the summer, and (im-
planted the embryos) during Suk-
kot, when I prayed, ‘Let my body be
like the sukkah; let it be an imper-
fect shelter with a greater purpose.”
Soon afterward, on their 10th
wedding anniversary, she and her
husband rejoiced in a positive preg-
nancy test.

then, even

Annual m;'\_lc\\'ixll l‘k‘(l(‘];ll@fﬁll} Event
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MARCH 11 | 6-8 P.M.
I\ ICE HOUSE, 226 E WASHINGTON ST.

Please join us for cocktails and hors d’oeuvres
= as we celebrate Jewish joy with featured speaker, Zibby Owens.

Q

Zibby Owens is the founder of Zibby Media
which includes the award-winning daily
podcast Totally Booked with Zibby, Zibby
Publishing in New York, and Zibby's
Bookshop in Santa Monica CA.

community resources to help make
Jewish Louisville feel like home. Fill
out our online form to tell us
about yourself and your Jewish
interests so we can match you with
a suitable volunteer.

[=] g% =]

=3

Scan the QR code or visit
jewishlouisville.org/shalomlouisville
to get registered!

She is the author of six books including the
USA Today bestsellers Blank: A Novel and On
Being Jewish Now: Reflections from Authars
and Advacates. Follow her on Substack and
Facebook (@zibbyowenszibbyowens) where
she tells it like it is.

SCAN TO REGISTER

OR VISIT JEWISHLOUISVILLE.ORG/)JOY

b

For more information, please contact
Daniele Hurwitz at dhurwitz@jewishlouisville.org
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“We confirmed the heartbeat on
my baby brother’s 10th birthday,”
Kalb recalled, so it “felt like it was
meant to be. We were excited. We
told family; we told friends; we told
our community — and a week later,
I went to a follow-up appointment
where a doctor let me know there
was no longer cardiac activity.”

What followed were a cascade of
contradictory emotions.

“I sat there processing the guilt,
processing the sadness — and then
something else came over me and
it felt disgusting — but at that mo-
ment I felt grateful there was no
cardiac activity, because in the state
of Kentucky that is the only protec-
tion a pregnant woman has to know
she’ll be able to access the care she
needs.”

At that juncture “I was grateful
for the doctor I'd been working with
through my fertility journey, who sat
across the table and promised to ad-
vocate for the D & C, which is clas-
sified as an abortion that I needed to
keep myself safe; for the community
that had held me up and showed up
in big and small ways.”

Then came what amounted to a
shattering reality check.

“T got to the hospital and they
started the IV, and I'm standing
there, grateful to my husband, the
sweet nurses and the kind doctors.
And then they handed me a paper

il mwﬁm Q) Jevish rdegion
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JOIN US

IN 2026

Join women from around the world for

self-discovery, meaningful connections

TRIP
HIGHLIGHTS

Be empowered by world-class
speakers and Israeli thought-leaders

Visit the Western Wall and Dead Sea
and explore the vibrancy of Tel Aviv

Volunteer in areas affected by Oct. 7,
including the Negev (South)

Experience a Shabbat in Jerusalem
and connect with Israeli families

Discover a deeper connection to
yourself, your family, and your
community

Ministry for Diaspora Affairs

and Combating Antisemitism

x5

an immersive journey to Israel during this
pivotal moment in Jewish history full of

and inspiring moments of Jewish learning.

MomentumUnlimited.org | *H§latili

which required me to sign that my
child would be cremated and its
ashes spread in Calvary Cemetery.”

“This is,” Kalb said, gazing at The
Temple’s chapel, “the only room
where I don’t have to explain why
that’s a problem. And in that sec-
ond, under the loving care of the
most amazing medical team you
can imagine, my gratitude turned to
rage. I was deeply angry that the law
had ignored my beliefs: not a child
of conception; to be cremated in a
Catholic cemetery.

“But I signed it, because I had
to,” Kalb said. “I signed it because
that’s what would keep me safe and
get me home to that wonderful five-
year-old. But had that miscarriage
happened in a slightly different way,
my life would have been in danger.”

Like so many protracted legal bat-
tles, Sobel v. Cameron demands not
simply hope, but fortitude.

“Echoing some of the sentiments
of rage,” attorney Kemper said, “I'm
going to tell you a quick story about
a constitutional law professor who —
last week — said to me and a couple
other lawyers: ‘You young people
need to have more patience.’

“The example he gave was that
Thurgood Marshall could not have
won Brown v. Board of Education in
1935 — it had to be 1953 (the U.S.
Supreme Court issued its unani-
mous decision a year later, in 1954),

NOVEMBER

1-11
(Additional days added for
visit to Parnership region)

APPLY NOW

Scan the QR code or visit:
MomentumUnlimited.org/Journey

For more information, please contact:
Alison Roemer,
aroemer@jewishlouisville.org
502-238-2730

*Momentum Israel Trips are highly subsidized for participants,
excluding airfare. Additional costs for participants include $360
Registration Fee and some meals. Participants pay a $365
deposit, which is fully refundable upon returning from the trip .

**For Jewish mothers with children under the age of 18

e

because of the makeup of the court,
yadda, yadda, yadda.

“That really annoyed me,” Kemper
said, “because the reality was that
Thurgood Marshall did file a case
to integrate public schools in 1935.
He'd actually filed one every single
year for 18 straight years. And (by)
1935 he’d gotten five different deci-
sions in five different states, and ba-
sically forced the Supreme Court to
take up school integration.

“I say all this because that con-
stitutional law professor was con-
fusing persistence with patience,”
Kemper explained. “As Lisa said
earlier, our case is three years and
four months old. We started in Dis-
trict Court...and we lost. We won at
the Court of Appeals, and the Court
of Appeals sent the case back to Dis-
trict Court.

“So, three and a half years later,
were back to where we started,”
Kemper acknowledged. “But we are
still fighting for reproductive rights
—and if it takes another three and a
half years, or 30 years, we're going
to keep fighting.”

Public advocacy and events such
as Repro Shabbat “make a huge dif-
ference,” Kemper emphasized. “I
thank the rabbis for having this ev-
ery year to remind people that this
is an important issue and we can't
let it slide, because your voice and
advocacy does matter. There have

been 400 pregnancy-related pros-
ecutions across the country since
Roe was overturned. There have
been zero in Louisville.”

Why?

“Well, our chief prosecutor and the
mayor and everyone that’s in charge
have promised not to prosecute,
and they have upheld that promise,”
Kemper said. “But they won't be in
those positions forever. You have to
make sure the next people who are
elected maintain that promise — be-
cause there are no guarantees.”

usy, BUTGOOD™
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¥ LIFE GETS
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and chat - my treat!
Call me to schedule!
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Louisville is offering a fellowship program For
counselors who work at Jewish overnight camp!”

Overnight camp staff will have the opportunity to earn a
stipend of up to $2000 in addition to their camp pay.
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COMMUNITY

Community is published monthly by the Jewish Community
of Louisville, Inc., 3600 Dutchmans Lane, Louisville, KY
40205-3216.

USPS #020-068 at Louisville, KY.

The Jewish Community of Louisville is a nonprofit
organization. $26 of your pledge is for a subscription for
Community.

For more information, call 502-459-0660, fax 502-238-
2724, e-mail community@jewishlouisville.org or check out
the website www.jewishlouisville.org.

POSTMASTER - Send address changes to Community,
3600 Dutchmans Lane, Louisville, KY 40205-3216.

COMMUNITY DEADLINES

Deadlines for the next two issues of Community for copy
and ads are March 16 for publication on March 27 and
April 13 for publication on April 24.

Community publishes Newsmakers and Around Town
items at no charge. Please include your name and a
daytime telephone number where you can be contacted
in the event that questions arise. Community reserves
the right to edit all submissions to conform to style and
length requirements.

ADVERTISING INFORMATION

To advertise, please contact our sales representative at
502-418-5845 or e-mail Isinger@jewishlouisville.org.
The appearance of advertising in Community does not
represent a kashruth endorsement.

EDITORIAL POLICY

Community accepts letters to the editor for publication.
All letters must be of interest to the Jewish community or
in response to an item published in the paper. They must
be no longer than 300 words in length and signed. Name,
address and daytime phone number must be included for
verification purposes only.

Community reserves the right to refuse to publish any
letter, to edit for brevity while preserving the meaning,
and to limit the number of letters published in any edition.
To submit items to Newsmakers, Around Town

or Lifecycle, please email them to community@
jewishlouisville.org.

Email your comments and letters to the editor to:
community@jewishlouisville.org.

COMMUNITY STAFF

Sara Klein Wagner
Publisher

Andrew Adler

Community Editor

Larry Singer

Advertising Sales

Robyn Kaufman

Graphic Designer & Digital Marketing Manager
Mackenzie Lynch

Digital Marketing Specialist

Shiela Steinman Wallace
Editor Emeritus

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Beth Salamon
Board Chair

JCL SENIOR STAFF

Sara Klein Wagner
President & Chief Executive Officer

Thomas Wissinger

Vice President & Executive Director Trager
Family JCC

Lenae Price

Vice President & Chief Philanthropy Officer

Paul Norman
Chief Financial Officer

Amy Joseph Landon

Senior Director of Marketing &
Communications

Tricia Kling Siegwald
Senior Director of Adult Programming &
Special Projects

Susan Kwasny
Senior Director of JCC Programs & Operations

Alison Roemer
Senior Director of Jewish Journeys

Trent Spoolstra
JCRC Director
Tax deductible contributions may be sent to

Community, 3600 Dutchmans Lane
Louisville, KY 40205

-
apa,

© 2026 JEWISH COMMUNITY OF LOUISVILLE, INC.

FORUM

| SURE DON'T
ENVY You, PAL 7

g%ﬂ% steve@greenberg-art.com

Amid a world full of rabbis, I’'ve been encouraged
to trust my own spiritual voice

Mindful
Ramblings

Andrew
Adler

One of the first things I noticed after
returning to Louisville three years ago
was how many emails were either to
or from someone whose name began
with “Rabbi.”

It’s the nature of my job as Commu-
nity editor to communicate with rab-
binical clergy, whether on a spiritual
or secular basis, Reform, Conservative,
Orthodox (Modern and Traditional)
Reconstructionist, Chabad-Lubavitch,
Adonai or Hashem, God or G-d. You
could say that when it comes to rab-
bis, I'm an equal opportunity journal-
istic facilitator.

Not that my childhood was bereft
of rabbis. Rabbi Norman Lamm, who
was then chancellor of Yeshiva Uni-
versity, lived in my Upper West Side.
I grew accustomed to seeing him
emerge from the back stairways on
Friday evenings and Saturday morn-
ings — why, I wondered, was this guy
taking the stairs when we had a per-
fectly good elevator? Such was my
comparative ignorance of observant
Shabbat methodology.

Growing up in Manhattan, I of-
ten spotted the Chabad-Lubavitch’s
“Mitzvah Mobile” parked along a busy
sidewalk, with a cadre of young men

approaching someone, asking if they
were Jewish and - if answered in the
affirmative, typically inviting them to
don tefillin (if men) or given candles
(if girls or women) to light on a Friday
for Shabbat.

That was a very New York-kind of
thing — where else could you be stroll-
ing up Sixth Avenue (nobody I know
calls it by its official moniker, “Avenue
of the Americas”), and though T was
among the least formally-observant
Jews anywhere, it was somehow com-
forting to acknowledge my Judaism
merely by being approached on a bus-
tling Manhattan sidewalk. In my for-
mative years as a young teen, I had
never wrapped tefillin or learned the
appropriate, accompanying bless-
ings. I'm not even sure I understood
what those leather compartments con-
tained, or why one lay on my left arm
opposite my heart, with the other rest-
ing on my forehead.

Indeed it wasn’t until I was engaged
to be married and contemplated the
new, startling likelihood of having
children that the tenets of formal ob-
servance snapped onto focus. I recall
the first time I was coached in the
donning of tefillin (if memory serves,
by Shelly Gilman during one of his
regular Monday morning minyans at
Adath Jeshurun), an act of literal faith
that was genuinely, unforgettably
powerful.

There was plenty of rabbinic en-
ergy in those days thanks to Rabbi
Bob Slosberg, and even more hazzan-
driven energy courtesy of Cantor Da-
vid Lipp. Not long after my tefillin-
donning debut, I found myself back
in Manhattan, strolling into West Side

Judaica at 2412 Broadway to purchase
my very own set of tefillin. It was the
spring of 1997, not quite three de-
cades ago.

Funny how time creeps up on you.
Children come along — a son in 1999,
daughter in 2001 - a bar and bat mitz-
vah - and almost imperceptibly, those
fledgling instances of formative obser-
vance recede further and further back
into the archives of personal memory.
But every so often they come roaring
back, a reminder of what it means to
be Jewish amid an ever-changing sec-
ular and sacred landscape.

I recall one Friday night sitting in
AJ for Kabbalat Shabbat services. It
was January 2023, just a days after I'd
arrived back in Louisville to take my
present job. A great circle had been
closed, one that had begun almost 40
years earlier when I first set foot in
the city. Barely into my mid-20s, my
personal Judaism was still in flux, and
very much in the background.

Now, four decades later, working
for a self-defined Jewish organiza-
tion, I was intrinsically, unabashedly,
joyfully, reclaiming a measure of my
Jewish identity. T was right where I
was supposed to be, sitting amid con-
gregants whom I recalled from ages
past, singing Yedid Nefesh and Lekha
Dodi, welcoming the Shabbat Bride.
In the weeks to follow I'd hear from
all manner of rabbinical voices, but at
this moment it was enough to listen to
my own, inner, quiet Jewish voice — a
blessing of incalculable worth.

Andrew Adler is Managing Editor of
Community.
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At the Heart of the Trager Family JCC: Community,

The JCC
Perspective

Susan
Kwasny

As the busiest time of year winds
down at the Trager Family JCC, we want
to take a moment to reflect and refocus.
Our members are at the heart of every-
thing we do, and this is an opportunity
to share the priorities guiding our deci-
sions as we continue to grow and serve
our community.

We are focusing our efforts on three
primary areas: Sense of Community
and Belonging, Quality Programming
and Exceptional User Experience. Each
of these areas requires dedicated time,
careful planning, and personal atten-
tion, and we are fully committed to in-
vesting the effort necessary to ensure
every member feels the value of their
membership.

Sense of Community and Belong-
ing

When you walk into the Trager Family
JCC, our goal is for you to feel welcomed

Quality, and Care

The JCC Gators Spring Swim Team is a weekly indoor practice
opportunity For our gators as we get ready for Summer 2026.

The practice is for independent swimmers ages 5-18.

and at home. Whether it's a warm smile
at the front desk or an enthusiastic
greeting from a group exercise instruc-
tor, we want each interaction to rein-
force that you are wanted here and that
you belong. Every staff member plays a
role in creating an environment where
inclusivity is the norm.

The JCC is more than a place to work
out—it is a community. Programs such
as group fitness classes, the AgeWell
lunch program, PJ Library, and many
more all encourage members to engage,
build relationships, and meet someone
new. Our goal is for you to leave know-
ing you are a part of something mean-
ingful.

Quality Programming

In addition to building connections,
we want you to feel confident that the
programs offered at the Trager Family
JCC are thoughtfully designed and deliv-
ered with care. From educational offer-
ings like nutrition classes, to engaging
experiences such as CenterStage perfor-
mances and family-friendly events like
Sunday Funday, we are committed to
providing high-quality programs for all
ages and interests.

Each program is planned with pur-
pose, ensuring that your time with us
is meaningful. Whether you are here
to learn something new, stay active, or
simply have fun, we hope you find value

Now Through May 15
*no practice on Friday 4/3.

Practices

Mondays: 6-7 p.m. (ages 8 and under)
7-8 P.M. (ages 9-18)

Fridays: 5:30-6:30 p.m. (all ages)

Cost

Monday Only
Member: $249, Non-member: $279

Friday Only
Member: $207.50, Non-member: $232.50

Both Monday and Friday
Member: $401.50, Non-member: $§456.50

Have questions or new to the team?

To register,

‘ scan the QR code orvisit
Jeclouisville.org/gators

Contact George Villarreal with questions, gvillarreal@jewishlouisville.org or
502-238-2742. If new to the team, please contact George prior to registration.

Join our Facebook group! Search "JCC Gators” and request to join.

in every experience and feel proud to
be part of our JCC community, creating
lasting memories.

Exceptional User Experience

With thousands of members using
our facility each week, creating a posi-
tive experience requires daily attention
at the Trager Family JCC—and it is a re-
sponsibility we take very seriously. We
are committed to continuous improve-
ment and are taking intentional steps
to enhance safety, cleanliness and space
utilization throughout the building.

These efforts include hiring addi-
tional staff, strengthening cleaning rou-
tines, and ensuring managers, super-
visors and security are present during
all open hours to provide oversight and
respond quickly to issues as they arise.
From fitness areas and steam rooms
to shared community spaces, we are
working every day to ensure the facility
meets the high standards our members
expect and deserve.

In addition, we strive to use every
area thoughtfully and efficiently, ensur-
ing that each space serves its purpose
and supports a variety of programs for
our members.

These three important priorities—
Sense of Community and Belonging,
Quality Programming, and Exceptional
User Experience—serve as the founda-
tion for everything we do at the Trager

Family JCC. They guide our decisions,
shape our daily operations, and inspire
us to continuously improve. By focus-
ing on these areas, we aim to create an
environment where members are proud
to be part of our community.

As we move forward, these priorities
will continue to guide our decisions and
daily operations at the Trager Family
JCC. We know that creating an excep-
tional member experience is an ongo-
ing process, and we are committed to
listening and improving. Thank you for
being part of our community and for
sharing your time, energy, and feedback
with us. Together, we will continue to
build a welcoming and well-cared-for
space where everyone feels they belong.

To learn more about the programs, ser-
vices, and day-to-day operations at the
Trager Family JCC, we encourage you to
reach out to Susan Kwasny. She is happy
to answer your questions, provide addi-
tional information, and help you make
the most of everything our community
center has to offer. You can contact her
directly at skwasny@jewishlouisville.
org.

Susan Kwasny is Senior Director of JCC
Programs and Operations.

WORKSHOP

Two Part Series:

March 17 | Group Ex Studio

March 19 | Mind Body Studio

1:15 - 2:15 p.m.

This two-part workshop series with Karen
Horrell is for everyone. Men and women alike
will learn why pelvic floor and core health
matter, how they impact daily life, movement,
and longevity, and what you can do to support

them. To get the full benefit, participants are
encouraged to attend both sessions.

Member Price: $25

Non-member Price: $30

SCAN TO REGISTER

jeclouisville.org/floor-and-core

Trager
Family
JCC
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Florida Cantor Abbie Strauss (and band) will be the featured guest
artist for the 2026 Adath Jeshurun Music Festival Sunday, March 15

By Andrew Adler
Community Editor

Seven years ago when Adath Jeshurun
Cantor David Lipp was President of the
Cantors Assembly - the Conservative
Movement’s principal cohort of hazzanim
— he was the motivating force in bringing
its 72nd International Convention to Lou-
isville during May 2019.

Among the almost 200 members who at-
tended was Abbie Strauss, a rising young
cantor from a large Memphis, Tennessee
synagogue who was making a name for
herself not only as a liturgical prayer lead-
er, but as a singer-songwriter with a decid-
edly populist bent. She and Lipp found
they shared multiple musical sensibilities.

The two cantors — along with a bevy of
guest artists — will collaborate for the 2026
Adath Jeshurun Music Festival Sunday,
March 15 at 7 p.m. at AJ.

The concert — dubbed “From the Heart”
- will include contributions from Keneseth
Israel Cantor Sharon Hordes, Jennifer Dia-
mond of The Temple, and Phyllis Hoffman
- an operatic soprano who’s married to AJ
Rabbi Scott Hoffman.

Cantor Strauss, who lives in Palm Beach
Gardens, Florida, may be best known for
founding the Institute for Jewish Rock, a
program for young instrumentalists mod-
eled after the popular School of Rock class-
es held in many American cities. Like Lipp,
she’s an accomplished guitarist, a skillset
that reflects their mutual embrace of pop/
folk idioms.

“A lot of cantors don’t play the guitar —
they don’t have that musical sense outside
hazzanut (i.e., formal cantorial perfor-
mance),” Strauss said during a recent joint
Zoom interview. “One thing that drew me
to Cantor Lipp was his ability to just pick
up the guitar. I have a few pictures of us at
one conference where we're jamming in
the hallway. So I remember that aspect,
and also the warmth of the Louisville com-
munity.”

Strauss recalls in particular a speech of
Lipp’s in which he declared: “If things
aren't offered the way that we want, let’s
create our own table.” That’s one reason
why I'm now on the Executive Committee
of the Cantors Assembly. It made me real-
ize that it’s not about being like every other
cantor. It's owning your path in your can-
torate, so you can build your own road for
others to follow.”

“Just to give a little context about what I
said,” Lipp added, “so many of my col-
leagues are often feeling, whether justifi-
ably or not, about how are rabbinic col-
leagues are always doing stuff without
mentioning us, or not giving us enough
credit. Basically, I don’t have patience for
that. So what I said was, if they don’t invite
you to sit at the table, make your own and
invite them.”

More to the immediate point, “I've heard
Abbie perform many times at our confer-
ences, and she’s a wonderful, soulful per-
former,” Lipp said, comparing Strauss’s
imperative to create music with his own
innate aesthetic curiosity. He told Strauss

“The best summer of my entire life!”

Teen Israel Travel Grants (Age 15-24)
Up to $7,000 in Passport to Israel grants for trips 21 days

or longer
+ 54,000 fFor a First peer Israel experience.
+ 52,000 for a second peer Israel experience.

* PLUS, 53,000 RootOne Vouchers available for teen travel

to Israel. (visit RootOne.org For more information)

Application Process

+ Visit JewishLouisville.org/Grants to
learn more or complete a grant
request form.

* Rolling applications. Awards will be
sent directly to program.

+ Additional financial needs-based assistance available.

For more info, scan the QR code or visit JewishLouisville.org/Grants

Email questions to Alison Roemer at aroemer@jewishlouisville.org.

Trager
Family
Jcc

“ W Jewish Federation
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about the monthly programs at the Trager
Family JCC he calls “Newish Jewish Mu-
sic,” at least one of which featured Strauss’s
compositions.

“I went onto your website and bought
basically all the sheet music that was avail-
able,” Lipp recalled. “And I know there’s
more, because there are a couple of pieces
I missed that were published elsewhere,
but I played through everything and pre-
sented, probably 15 pieces I thought (lis-
teners) would like the most.

“And to be honest,” Lipp continued, “if T
didn’t have a program like that to prepare
for, I probably wouldn't feel I could justify
the time it takes. So I thank you for writing
the music and giving me that opportunity.”

Instinct has a lot to do with how Strauss
approaches her craft, coupled with a prag-
matic bent that confronts challenges head-
on. Observing how many traditional Satur-
day School of Rock classes conflicted with
Shabbat, she made a point of holding Insti-
tute of Jewish Rock sessions on Sundays.
And for the upcoming Music Festival, she’ll
bring along her own contingent of backing
instrumentalists.

In a similar vein, “I've worked with com-
posers who are very strict about how they
want (their material) done,” Lipp said.
“Many years ago I brought in somebody
and wanted to use a Sim Shalom they had
written, but they had written it for a very
different text than we use in our prayer
book. So I adjusted it so it would fit, and
this particular colleague was really angry
with me. I should have asked, to be honest,
so it was a learning experience for me.”

Fast forward to this year, when Lipp
wanted to use Strauss’s setting of Yedid
Nefesh during a Friday night service, but
her version was only one paragraph long.

“So I asked specifically, ‘Can I adjust the
music so it'll fit the rest of the text?” Lipp
said. “And you said, ‘Fine — I love it when
people take my music and make it work.” I
appreciate that flexibility. It makes my life
easier. Not that I wouldn’t have accepted it
otherwise, but that’s a tribute to you.”

Strauss doesn't hesitate to stretch stylis-
tically when the occasion demands it.

“T just did a funeral, where (the de-
ceased) loved ‘Hamilton,” so there was a
way for me to bring in a little bit at the
right moment,” Strauss said. “That’s my
specialty: bridging, maybe with a pop
song.”

Now, “a funeral seems like it would be a
space where you wouldn’t take risks,” she
acknowledges. “But I have opened with
Barbra Streisand’s ‘People’ very quietly,

Chabad presents

An Evening of &
Jewish Pride |

Cantor Abbie Strauss

3

just before the psalm.’

Call it a reflection of her defining musi-
cality.

“Debbie Friedman was a big teacher of
mine,” Strauss says, plus “a lot of Indigo
Girls and The Beatles. I have a way of
weaving back into prayer pretty seamless-
ly, either bringing English to a Hebrew text
to help connect my different audiences, or
jumping from a classic (prayer) into a pop
song.”

She nourishes youthful passion, and that
passion nourishes her right back.

“TI work at our Jewish Day School here
using the (Institute of Jewish Rock pro-
gram), where we have a massive music
community, over 200 members. So when
artists come through we have house con-
certs with all different types of music. We
have teenagers who lead prayer through
rock instruments. It's transformed the
community.

“It's outside the box in many ways,”
Strauss says, “but it’s also very inside the
box. We're still singing V’sham'ru, but I
teach them on bass and guitar and key-
boards — and they sound like themselves.
And that’s enough.”

Tickets to the March 15 AJ Music Festival
are $10 in advance and $15 day of show,
and include a dessert reception. For more in-
formation and to purchase tickets, go online
at adathjeshurun.com/musicfestival.

n"a
e Live Jewish Music
Kosher Deli Dinner
Hear the Megillah
e Lots of Family Fun
e AmYisrael Chai

Purim at The Standard Club
8208 Brownsboro Rd

Tue, March 3rd @ 5:00PM
$18 Adults - $10 Children (4-12yr)
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A Report from the Academy: Kafka and Wolfson

By Michael A. Portal
Guest Columnist

Hello again! 1T am
the new faculty mem-
ber in the Depart-
ment of Philosophy
at the University of
Louisville that you
may have read about
in an earlier issue of
Community. My posi-
tion at the university
is as exciting as it is
unique - due in large
part to the generous
support of the Jewish Heritage Fund,
whose commitment enables me to direct
the Jewish Life and Learning Initiative
(JLLI) and organize Jewish Studies events
at the university and beyond. I am eager to
provide some insight into one of the JLLI's
ongoing programs (a reading group) and to
extend an invitation to a pair of upcoming
JLLI events: public lectures by Dr. Elliot R.
Wolfson, one of the most important living
scholars of Jewish mysticism and philoso-
phy. Wolfson presents on March 18 at the
University of Louisville and on March 19 at
the Trager Family Jewish Community Cen-
ter — and I hope you can make it to both.

In January JLLI hosted the first meeting
of the Philosophy of Religion Reading
Group, whose rather ominous theme for
this academic year (“Dark Times”) is bor-
rowed from Hannah Arendt’s reflections on
the sorry state of critical thought under
(and even after) Nazi dictatorship. Togeth-
er with an enthusiastic group of students
and faculty we have been reading Dr. Wolf-

son’s Nocturnal Seeing (2024), a book which
concerns the importance and urgency of
thinking during “dark times” or when ev-
erything seems hopelessly bleak and uncer-
tain.

Nocturnal Seeing is an investigation into
the meaning of philosophy and religion
(and especially Judaism) when the natural
“light” of reason no longer brightens the
world as it once did (think, the Enlighten-
ment). Under such “nocturnal” conditions,
Dr. Wolfson shows, everything takes on
new meaning — and, so, this text is an invi-
tation to reevaluate and appreciate anew
that meaning which may only reveal itself
in dark times. It has been genuinely inspir-
ing and illuminating to meet with students
and faculty who, for no other reason than
the desire to think deeply and critically to-
gether, choose to gather every few weeks to
wrestle with Jewish philosophy and phi-
losophers in our increasingly uncertain
world.

During this first meeting of our reading
group, however, we were not yet focused on
Nocturnal Seeing but, instead, on a famous
parable by the Jewish Czech writer Franz
Kafka entitled “Before the Law” (1915). In
this parable Kafka describes a “man from
the country” who seeks access to “the Law”
but whose way to it appears blocked by an
imposing guard. The man from the country
is naturally disgruntled, after all who wants
to be subject to a Law that they cannot in-
spect for themselves? He is nevertheless
undeterred, and so he takes a seat besides
the door leading to the Law and patiently
waits for the guard to grant him access be-
yond it... Years pass in Kafka’s short para-
ble and, after waiting his whole life, the

REP TEAM KENTUCKY
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ON THE COURT

BRING HOME
THE MEDAL

We're looking for
basketball players
for Team WildCards!

2026 JCC MACCABI® GAMES & ACCESS
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JCC Maccabi Games® f=Z

Fueled by the Trager Family JCC
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For more information, contact:
Abigail Goldberg, agoldberg@jewishlouisville.org
jeclouisville.org/maccabi

TORONTO

AugUSt 2-7 for ages 13-17

Be Part of the Magic!
Join 2,000 Jewish teens
From across the globe for an

Olympic-style sports experience.

Scan the QR codg to
learn more and Fill out
i aninterest form!
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man from the country realizes he will soon
die. “His eyes grow dim,” Kafka writes,
“and he no longer knows whether it’s really
getting darker around him or if his eyes are
merely deceiving him.” “And yet,” Kafka
continues, “in the darkness he now sees a
radiance that streams forth inextinguish-
ably from the door of the Law.” As it turns
out in the parable’s puzzling conclusion,
the man from the country may have never
in fact needed permission to access the
Law for, as the guard enigmatically reveals
to the dying man, the door was “meant
solely” for the man from the country.
What could the guard’s words possibly
mean? A door “meant solely” for one per-
son? Does everyone get a door? And, if so,
was the man’s path really blocked by the
guard? And, if it was, by what right? Kaf-
ka’s mysterious text raises more questions
than it answers and invites endless inter-
pretation — an invitation which the reading
group’s members readily accepted as they
immediately began proposing, debating,
and bringing to light the text’s many possi-
ble meanings. How much fun to be party to
such a lively and enlivening conversation!
A “conversation,” we also discussed, that
began long ago and remains ongoing — con-
sider, for example, one interpretation of
Kafka’s parable offered by Gershom Scho-
lem (1897-1982), the founder of the mod-
ern academic study of Jewish mysticism
and the first professor of Jewish mysticism
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. For
Scholem, the parable is “a kind of summa-
ry of Jewish theology,” for the light emanat-
ing from “the Law” (here, one should in-
stead read “Torah”) is precisely that which
reveals itself “inextinguishably,” even and

Free Workshop Series
April 26,12:30-3 p.m.
The Temple,

5101 US Highway 42

6th-7th
Grade Track

Exploring Jewish identity,
community, and
understanding antisemitism
in age-appropriate ways.

This year, we are excited to offer three interactive workshop
tracks centered around the overarching theme of Jewish
Identity and Antisemitism. Each track is thoughtfully designed
to meet students where they are developmentally and socially:

8th-11th
Grade Track

Diving deeper into identity,

history, and modern
expressions of
antisemitism.

especially in darkness. It is in this tradition
that Dr. Wolfson also interprets the para-
ble, and how the man from the country’s
“insatiable” desire for the Law/Torah
echoes the Jewish tradition’s commitment
announced at Mount Sinai to “do” before
“understanding” (naaseh v'mnishma) or, in
this case, to be beholden to a Law that one
may only approach but may never fully ac-
cess or grasp. So, to be all too brief: our
reading group is learning together how to
navigate the meaning of a challenging text
whose whole meaning (like the Law) may
be just beyond their full understanding. At
the same time, we're exploring how this or
any challenge (like making sense of the
necessarily uncertain meaning of a para-
ble) ought to be understood not as a hope-
less dead-end to critical thought but, in-
stead, as an invitation for interpretation,
the creation of new meaning, and thinking
even and ever more critically!

It is in eager anticipation of an enriching
night of thoughtful and thought-provoking
parables and paradoxes that we welcome
Dr. Wolfson to Louisville. His first talk,
Mystical Nihilism and the Skepticism of
Faith, is March 18th (doors open at 11:45
a.m.) at UofL; his second, Idolatry and the
Role of Imagination in Judaism, is March
19th (doors open at 5:30 p.m.) at the Trager
Family JCC. Both presentations are free
and open to the public, but please RSVP by
going online at tinyurl.com/35xjh54c

Michael A. Portal is Assistant Professor of
Philosophy and Director of the Jewish Life &
Learning Initiative at the University of Lou-
isville.

12th
Grade Track

A specialized focus on
antisemitism on college
campuses, featuring a

special guest
Sarah Livingstc

£+ Shinshinim, while the 12th grade track will be led by Previous Executive Director of Hillel at

;.- * 15-minute buffer and welcome activity to ensure a smooth start for all participants.

@ Jewish l“L‘lll;Ir‘(E]igt o

In addition to the workshops, all participants will take part in BBYQ's J-Serve, an

. International Day of Service uniting Jewish youth worldwide through acts of kindness,
turning learning into meaningful action.
The 6th-7th and 8th-11th grade tracks will be planned and facilitated with the help of our

Ohio University and current Director of the Academic Engagement Network, Sarah Livingston.

. Lunch will be served to all participants. Since LBSY dismisses at 12:30 p.m., we will include a

SCAN TO REGISTER

OR VISIT JEWISHLOUISVILLE.ORG/IDENTITY

Trager e
Family e
Jcc i
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PICTURE THIS: LOUISVILLE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

The 28th annual Louisville Jewish Film
Festival kicked off on Saturday, February
7, with a screening of the film Welcome
to Yiddishland and an opening reception.

Throughout the two-week festival, 11
films were screened across the commu-
nity, including virtual films to screen at
home.

Several of the screenings included spe-
cial programming , including a conversa-
tion with Zina Dubrovensky, a Holocaust
survivor, and a Civil Rights panel discus-
sion with Raoul Cunningham.

(Photos by Kathryn Harrmgton)

B)= AgeWell

Nutrition. Fitness.
Enrichment. Older Adults.

The Trager Family JCC offers older adults engaging
programs in fitness, arts, culture, education, and Jewish
life. Discover opportunities to socialize, volunteer,
and stay active with wellness programs that
support mind, body, and spirit.

2 Membership Options!

Traditional Socal Club Membership

* Daily weekday lunches with friends
* Indoor walking track
* Enrichment programming:

o Live music

= Films

e Artclass

> Book club, and more!

Socal Club Membership
+Exclusive Fitness Classes .

* All benefits of the Traditional Social
Club Membership

+ Exclusive group exercise and aquatics
classes

Scan the QR Code or Learn More
at jeclouisville.org/agewell

Current Trager Family JCC members are eligible for a discount on AgeWell
memberships. Please contact Dara Cohen, dcohen@jewishlouisville.org to learn more.

Cantor David Lipp ) welcomes guests to Opening Night

Committee member Solange Minstein

Saturday, March 7

Immediately Following the performance,
and ending at 11:30 p.m.

No rules. No limits. Just dancing all night.
Make memories with our 360 photo booth courtesy of PrimoFoto!

$20 (+ tax and service fee)
Add-on to your ticket purchase*

*Must have purchased a ticket to the Saturday, March 7 evening
performance and a 520 Silent Disco Add-on to attend this event.

SCAN TO PURCHASE TI]CIKETS

Silent Disco Tickets Footloose Tickets
or visit jeclouisville.org/disco  or visit jeclouisville.org/centerstage
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PICTURE THIS: LOUISVILLE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

Current and past Louisville Jewish Film
Festival Directors Tricia Kling Siegwald
and Marsha Bornstein

e

]
—

Pictured, L-R: Eric Siegelstein, Simon Isham, Liz Hemmer, Tricia Kling Siegwald,
" . Opening night featured klezmer music by Rachael Lubarsky, Miriam Bein, Solange Minstein, Keiley Caster, Carlyn Altman,
Raoul Cunningham and Michelle Elisburg Lost Tribe Bonnie McCullagh, Susan Waterman

CELEBRA

Thank gou lo Onr 2026 Sponsors - U'SVLLE

ThanR you for believing in the power of film to change lives. F L M

The Louisville Jewish Film Festival cannot happen without incredible sponsors like you. F E ST VAL
With your help, we will continue to inspire, entertain and challenge our community. E

Founding Partner
The Louis Levy & Wilma Probst Levy Film and Theater Arts Fund

Festival Presenting
Dr. Jeffrey & Mrs. Susan Callen - Rosa Gladstein Fund - Wilma Probst Levy

@ Jewish Federation fij} Jewish Heritage Fund LOUISVILLE LEo

F LouisviLLe PUBLIC MEDIA

Film Presenting
Cantor David Lipp’s Discretionary Fund at Congregation Adath Jeshurun with assistance from Jewish Heritage Fund + Janet & Jonathan Hodes
Roth Family Foundation, Inc on behalf of the Adolf & Sara van der Walde and Israel Rosenbloum Fund

® Y Historical Society 1
-
-I'11SO

Since 1884

Oscar Golden Globe Cannes
g Bartlet-l- Carlyn & Bill Altman AEL Creative, LLC - Anonymous, In honor of Jeff & Susan Callen - George Aronoff
il L Keiley Caster in memory of Sharon Caster Miriam Bein « Angie Fleitz - Angeline Golden - Kathy & Matthew Karr
. " Ann and Coleman Friedman Children’s Judaic Activities Fund Jon & Laura Klein « Drs. Carol Kulp-Shorten & David Shorten
L|fe&l_egqcy Sarah & Chuck O’Koon Sheila G. Lynch & Steven S. Goldstein - Dr. John & Bonnie Roth - Felice & Robert Sachs

ASSURE IEWISH TOMORROWS Susan & Robert Waterman - Elaine & Ron Weisberg
G -
e Percimuter

YW & Glatt

ORTHODONTICS

‘ If you are interested in being a sponsor for next year’s film festival, plese contact Tricia Siegwald at 502-238-2799 or tsiegwald@jewishlouisville.org
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PICTURE THIS: TU B'SHEVAT AROUND TOWN

Preschoolers from The Temple and the
Early Learning Center in the Roth Fam-
ily Education Center at the Trager Family
JCC celebrated Tu B’Shevat on Monday,
February 2. From hands-on learning to
meaningful moments, these celebrations
brought the themes of nature, growth,
and connection to life for kids and fami-
lies throughout our community.

YOUTH PROGRAMS

AT
THE

ENRICH{{1]

SUNDAY FUNDAYS

CLUB Before
& After
School
Program

Kid AN ight Qut

SCAN HERE FOR DETAILS
AND PRICING
or visit jeclouisville.org/youth

Trager
Family
JCC

Monday - Thursday

Starting at 3:50 or 5 p.m.

After School Enrichment Activities
Youth Development & Learning Opportunities

Every Sunday

12-2 p.m.

Free Activities for Young JCC Members
Drop-in Classes, Rotate Weekly

Monday - Friday

Before & AFter School

Activities, Swim, Homework Help, & More
Transportation Available for Multiple Schools

Saturday, March 28

5:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Swim, Pizza, and Watch a Movie
For Children K-5

Questions? Contact Waylon at

wriley@jewishlouisville.org

Group Swim Lessons

» 6-week sessions

*» 30-minute lessons, once a week
= Small groups of 4 or fewer

Private Swim Lessons

Pool Parties

* 90 minutes of play time in the water
* 30 minutes in the party room
= Complimentary party coordinator and gift bags

Gators Swim Team
» Fall, spring, and summer swim teams available
O[E7340] To learn more,
{J4& scan the QR code or visit
% jcclouisville.org/youthaquatics

Trager
Family

SWIM
icc  1SCHOOL

WHERE YOUR SWIMMING JOURNEY BEGINS!
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PICTURE THIS: CENTERSTAGE FOOTLOOSE

B centerstage| ACADEMY

Performances
Thursday, March 12 at 7:30 p.m.
turday, March 14 at 7:30 p.m.
March 1

it
lIoN [{ING:

10

] 2 | i x £ EY | £ ¢ } 26M,

17

(il 2PM.

Tickets on sale now!
jcclouisville.org/academy

The CenterStage production of Footloose opened on
February 19 to a sold out audience.

Footloose tells the story of Ren who moves with his
mother from Chicago to a small farming town. He is
prepared for the inevitable adjustment period at his
new high school. But he’s not prepared for the rigor-
ous local edicts, including a ban on dancing instituted
by the local preacher, who is determined to exercise
control over the town’s youth. When the reverend’s
rebellious daughter sets her sights on Ren, her rough-
neck boyfriend tries to sabotage Ren’s reputation,
with many of the locals eager to believe the worst
about the new kid. The heartfelt story that emerges
pins a father longing for the son he lost against a
young man aching for the father who walked out on
him.

The production runs in the Trager Family JCC Shapira
Foundation Auditorium through March 8. (Photos by
Robyn Kaufman)

14 16

g LM Scan the QR code or visit
jeclouisville.org/centerstage |

Zack & Yael

Sponsored by Melzer

(@

CenterStage

at the Trager Family JCC
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PICTURE THIS: JCRC ADVOCACY DAY

On Tuesday, February 24, members of Lou-
isville’s JCRC joined with members of Lex-
ington’s Jewish community for Jewish Ad-
vocacy Day during this legislative session.
Participants met with legislators to advo-
cate about issues important to the Jewish
community and Jewish values.

Joint Louisville-Lexington Meeting with
Speaker of the House David Osborne

Meeting with House Appropriations Commit-
tee Member Ken Fleming

»

Meeting with Senate Minority Whip
Cassie Chambers-Armstrong

Meeting with House Minority Floor Leader
Pamela Stevenson

Creating Jewish
Rituals In Your Home
A Conversation Series

Making Your Passover
Seder Fun For All

Facilitated by Alison Roemer, Senior Director of Jewish Journeys and Experiences A LL N EW!
at the Jewish Federation of Louisville and Trager Family JCC, and Jessie Gindea,

Executive Director of the Jewish Learning Experience. S pOI'tS & Gam es

b

PHﬂﬁﬂﬂMMl"ﬁ Drop-in to the Isaacs Gym every
Passover is a holiday built on questions, and kids are experts at asking them. thifd sunday 0[—‘ the month fOf
Join us at the JCC for a one-hour Passover parenting experience centered on curiosity, connection, and
Joy. Together we'll explore the power of making space for kids and adults to keep asking questions, gaga' bHSketba“., and corn hole!
share ready-made seder resources that are playful, embodied, and fun, and point you toward additional

tools to support a meaningful holiday at home. Walk away with fresh ideas to make your seder joyful, MEM BEns Children 12 and Under are not

engaging, and full of wonder for everyone at the table. This program is intended for adults raising . .

Jewish children. Please bring a Passover item to donate to the JFCS Food Pantry. permi ttEd to be unsupervi SEd 2
Sundays from 12-2 p.m.

OF LOUISVILLE

JCE

Trager : = -6
!j Family ‘ W\ Jewish Federation

Questions? Contact Jordan at Trager
jleanhart@jewishlouisville.org Family
Scan the QR Code to g L Jjeclouisville.org/sunday-fundays JCC

Register or Learn More at
jcclouisville.org/conversation
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CIVIL DISCOURSE

Continued from page 1

sues that I grew up with from a very young
age, learning about in Hebrew School and
Sunday School, and I think it widened my
eyes and made me reflect on moments in
my own life, where I perhaps was thinking
in terms of ‘this is just right and this is just
wrong,” and there’s no in between. That’s
actually part of the problem. I'm not just
sitting there screaming into the void or
into a vacuum of people who agree with
me, or screaming into a void of people who
don't agree with me and won't ever change
their opinion just because I'm screaming at
them.”

Joe Sinski

‘I read about
(YOCD) both from
synagogue and from
newsletters, and it
sounded like some-
thing I would love to
do. In teaching you
stand in front of a
crowd for 30 years,
so you know you can
handle a room - I'm
disseminating  top-
down information about chemistry — there
are absolute truths I'm trying to get across
and students are very respectful of me.”
With YOCD, however, “a much different
skill set is needed.”

“Once we got this Red State and Blue
State thing, people are using their neural
pathways to attack and demonize the other
half of the country...for hatred more than
they did ever before — Tm on the Right’ or
T'm on the Left’ — it’s gotten overboard, and

Joe Sinski

it’s been bothering me a lot.”

What's been your impression of facilitator
training?

“They train you in a new way of think-
ing. It's been extremely eye-opening, be-
cause one of my problems is that I put
thoughts together and come to conclusions
—I'm an analytical chemist, so I'm going to
tell you how much lead is in your back-
yard; how much of any pollutant there is.”

Facilitators adopt an alternative ap-
proach: “When 1 hear someone stating
their opinion, you're supposed to hear
what they have to say and mirror it back to
them. But a lot of the time, I'd add my own
opinions of what I think they're trying to
get to. And the (training) facilitators are
very good about saying, ‘You know, you're
intuitive and 80 percent of the time you'll
be right, but 20 percent of the time you'll
upset that person — and then that person
isn’t going to want to talk to you anymore.”

Instead, facilitators strive “to be able to
get what both sides are saying and encap-
sulate it, and then name the differences
that they have and help them to agree on
those differences. You're not supposed to
solve the problem - you're supposed to just
get them to talk to each other.”

Kathy Karr

“What’s driving me is that in this world
and our Jewish community, we have so
many different perspectives on issues. I
want to have an open mind and bring our
community together. So when this oppor-
tunity came up I got super excited, because
I thought this would be a way not only to
facilitate open conversation and mutual re-
spect, but that I would learn diverse per-
spectives that would help me better under-
stand the differences we have.”

Accounting for ALL

® Tax Preparation- All Individual Returns

@ Tax Preparation- All Business Returns

@ Non-profit Returns
@ Payroll Services - W2s & 1099s

®LLCE Corporation Formation

@ Projections/Budgeting/Forecasting

@ Monthly Bookkeeping

@ Tax Planning

@ Financial Planning

—
-I.E

— A

| —
q

"._"'ﬁ,

INITIAL CONSULTATION IS

COMPLIMENTARY!

EBourk Accounting

Your Loulsville Tax & Accounting Firm

(502) 451-8773
www.bourkeaccounting.com

“We're more po-
larized than ever, not
just in the Jewish
community, but in
our United States
and perhaps the
world. But what I'm
focusing on is just
where I live, and
that’s troubling to
me. We tend to
watch the news that
agrees with us or
have our silos of friends and colleagues
who agree with us. So when we hear some-
body else talk instead of really listening, we
tend to dismiss and tell ourselves they're
wrong and we don'’t really want to listen to
what they have to say. It’s black and white
these days — there aren’t a lot of gray ar-
eas.”

In keeping with the YOCD imperative, “I
don’t want to persuade anybody to think
differently, because even in my own loving
family I have people who have different
opinions. I respect where they're coming
from and I don’t want to change their
minds, and they’re not going to change
mine. It’s not about debating them - it’s
about opening my mind and listening.
That to me is a challenge, because I always
thought I was a good listener, and what I've
come to realize is that I listen very much
on the surface.”

Indeed, the facilitator training empha-
sizes how “we all have to practice. Just like
playing the flute, I know I can be told by
my teacher how to do a technique, but I
have to actually go home and hone it and
practice over and over before it becomes
ingrained in muscle memory.”

o
Kathy Karr

YOCD comprises three parts. Part One,
“Training in Constructive Dialogue,” took
place during mid-November in partnership
with Resetting the Table, a “nationally rec-
ognized organization that equips commu-
nities to have courageous conversations on
difficult topics.” Part Two has spent Janu-
ary and February training a subset of 26
Part One participants to serve as facilita-
tors.

Part Three will get under way and con-
tinue throughout 2026, presenting an “In-
teractive Speaker Series & Community
Discussions” “to the broader community
through facilitated conversations using
written materials, films, webinars, and pre-
sentations.”

“We didn’t know when we launched this
how interested people would be, and the
interest is extremely high,” explains Bill
Altman, chair of the Jewish Community
Relations Council, who is a principal
YOCD convener along with JFCS CEO Da-

vid L. Finke and numerous other Jewish
community groups. The program had suf-
ficient funding for 70 initial participants,
but “when over 100 people applied, we re-
alized there was a yearning for this that
needed to be met. So, we found additional
funds through a combination of resources.

“We had a lot of people apply to be facili-
tators,” Altman said, “and we went through
a very rigorous process of making sure that
we had diverse representation of the com-
munity...by age, by gender, by political ori-
entation, and by commitment.

YOCD has also brought in Amy Ryan, the
recently appointed Strategic Initiatives
and Community Engagement Director at
the Jewish Federation of Louisville, as
project manager.

Ryan has over 25 years of experience in
learning and development in various in-
dustries. While working at Humana she
was responsible for developing facilitators
to deliver culture training and to support
the organization in shaping the culture.
This often involved equipping people to
have forthright, courageous conversations
about challenging topics.

“I think there’s a hunger in the commu-
nity, during this tumultuous time, to figure
out ways to explore Jewish identity and to
engage with the community in that explo-
ration,” Altman said. “From that stand-
point, I think the initiative has met and
exceeded expectations.”

“We each hold our own definitions of
what it means to be Jewish,” Finke ob-
served. “Already, that speaks to a shared
understanding, the threat to Louisville and
every Jewish community is that if we do
not listen and accept each other, even those
with whom we disagree, we risk further
fracturing our community and disengag-
ing people from it. From the first rounds of
training, we have already seen YOCD help
bridge understanding among people who
do not completely agree. It facilitates the
potential to mend bridges.”

At the same time, “we recognize that
hard work lays ahead of us as we bring
YOCD to the broader community,” Altman
acknowledged. “We are working hard to
identify the topics, settings, speakers and
other means to have community conversa-
tions about the challenging issues related
to Jewish identity that Louisville and other
Jewish communities are facing. And we
have a convened an advisory group of com-
munity members, plus a separate advisory
collective comprising local clergy, to guide
us in this work.”

For more background about the Year of
Civil Discourse, and for a list of synagogues
and other community organizations sup-
porting and participating in YOCD, you can
go online at yocdlouisville.org

oW gnolling for 2026
NESE‘\‘ HISRAEL PRESCHO o

= pteschool
gnvrolimens

A I

H » Engaging, play-based curriculum
«» Caring and experienced teachers

Safe & stimulating learning spaces
Social, emotional, and academic
development

= Specialties: Movement, Science, Music,
Loose Parts, Outdoor Play

= Open to ages 12 months - Kdg.

« Year round programs

For more information

or,call502-458-0637.

o Begining for voy, Chij
s o

Give your little one the best start
on their learning journey! Our
preschool offers a warm,
nurturing environment where

children grow, explore, and thrive.
ia @ ¢
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Rabbi Simcha Kling (1922-1991) - An appreclatlon

By Rabbi Stanley Miles
Guest Columnist

There are rabbis
and then there are
RABBIS! Rabbi Sim-
cha Kling, the spiri-
tual leader of Con-

gregation Adath
Jeshurun from 1965
until his untimely

death from cancer in
1991 at the age of 69,
‘ was such a person.
. He taught me
EI?II; bsl Stanley through word and
deed what it means
to be a Mensch and a good Jew. During the
13 years I knew Rabbi Kling, we had many
conversations, often over lunch, where he
became a wonderful guide, teaching
through his immense knowledge and,
more importantly, his kindly personality.

Why do I choose to write about this per-
son from so long ago? March 1, 2026 will
mark his 35th Yahrzeit (the anniversary of
his death) as he passed away February 26,
1991. Rabbis like Simcha Kling must never
be forgotten, especially in the communities
they served. Their deeds must be savored
and cherished l'dor v'dor, from generation
to generation.

Rabbi Kling has been on my mind
through my work at the Filson Historical
Society. In retirement, it has been both my
honor and pleasure to volunteer weekly at
the Filson. This venerable institution has
become a wonderful repository for Ken-
tucky and Ohio Valley Jewish history. Dr.
Ann Glazer Niren, a longtime friend and

colleague, in 2024 became Curator of Jew-
ish Collections at the Filson. She invited
me to explore an acquisition sent by Adina
Kling, daughter of Rabbi Simcha and
Edith Kling, containing sermons and
books written by her father during his rab-
binate. These documents awoke old and
precious memories, so I am pleased to in-
troduce Rabbi Kling to new generations of
our Louisville Jewish community and be-
yond.

My friendship with Rabbi Kling began in
1978 when I moved to Louisville to serve as
rabbi of Temple Shalom, then a new re-
form synagogue. Rabbi Simcha Kling was
performing a courageous act, helping Jews
in need. How? Temple Shalom was in des-
perate need of a Torah, the handwritten
Hebrew scroll read in the synagogue. Rab-
bi Kling and Adath Jeshurun loaned Tem-
ple Shalom a scroll. This was an act of love
and kindness Rabbi Kling performed. To
this day I consider him a beloved mentor.

Simcha Kling’s life was an adventure in
Judaism. He was born in Dayton, Ky. in
1922. Northern Kentucky had a small Jew-
ish community, so he traveled to Adath Is-
rael Synagogue in Cincinnati and its es-
teemed rabbi, Louis Feinberg, for a Jewish
education initially to prepare to become
Bar Mitzvah. During the 1930s, as a high
school student, he traveled to British Man-
date Palestine to study at Gymnasium Her-
zliya in Tel Aviv, the first Jewish high school
in the region. What brought him to the tur-
bulent Middle East? Simcha was the re-
cipient of the Cincinnati Bureau of Jewish
Education Palestine Scholarship for both
1938 and 1939. With the outbreak of World
War II, his sojourn in Palestine abruptly

A RUESITGIROT
OF JEWS IN

[E@ ISR ANTRIAE

ended. In December 1939, he traveled
home on a British ocean liner, a perilous
zig-zagging voyage evading Nazi U-boats
across the Atlantic.

Simcha earned his B.A. degree from the
University of Cincinnati in 1943 and M.A.
in Education from Columbia University in
1947. He received rabbinic ordination
from the Jewish Theological Seminary in
1948 together with a Master of Arts in He-
brew Letters. In 1958, he received a Doc-
torate in Hebrew Letters from the JTS.
Prior to his arrival in Louisville in 1965,
Rabbi Kling served from 1948-1951 as As-
sistant Rabbi and Educational Director at
Congregation B'nai Amoona in St. Louis,
Missouri and Rabbi of Beth David Syna-
gogue in Greensboro, North Carolina from
1951-1965.

Education was a primary focus for Rab-
bi Kling. He was a pioneer promoting Jew-
ish education for girls, bringing them into
the Louisville Hebrew School and training
girls to become Bat Mitzvah at Adath Je-
shurun. Later in his rabbinate, he advocat-
ed nationally for the ordination of female
rabbis at JTS.

With adult education, Rabbi Simcha
Kling taught the usual classes one would
expect, covering Torah study and Introduc-
tion to Judaism, but his classes went be-
yond into Jewish history, focusing particu-
larly on the history of Zionism. Late in his
career, he literally wrote the book on intro-
ducing Judaism with his classic text, Em-
bracing Judaism, recently revised by his
son-in-law, Rabbi Carl Perkins, and it is
still used widely today. Tuesday night be-
came Jewish Adult Learning night in Lou-
isville, not only at Adath Jeshurun, but at
every synagogue in the city. By the time I
arrived in 1978, it was understood that I
would teach on Tuesday evenings. No
meetings or community events were sched-
uled for Tuesdays in Jewish Louisville!

Late in the 1990s, Louisville became a
site for the Melton Adult Jewish Learning
Program created by the Hebrew University
in Jerusalem for learners around the world.
When did the Louisville site meet? Tuesday
evening, of course, continuing until the
COVID pandemic. I believe Melton suc-
ceeded in Louisville because Rabbi Simcha
Kling paved the way, establishing and pro-
moting adult Jewish learning in our com-
munity.

I am honored to end this celebration of
his life with words written by his successor
at Adath Jeshurun, Rabbi Robert Slosberg,
capturing the heart and soul of a beloved
rabbi:

Rabbi Kling will be remembered world-
wide for his ability to teach. He often re-

Rabbi Simcha Kling

minded us that rav means teacher- and
teach is what he did best. Rabbi Kling's
classes were intellectual feasts. Always thor-
oughly prepared, his lectures drew students
from all over the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky...Simcha Kling was known around
the world as a mensch and, by his col-
leagues, revered as a rabbi'’s rabbi...Simcha
Kling was an energetic leader both in Louis-
ville and nationally for causes dear to him...
Rabbi Kling'’s book, Embracing Judaism, is
the standard used throughout the Conserva-
tive movement...One of Rabbi Kling's most
gifted former students, Professor Yochanan
Muffs, has written that the term simcha,
when used in our liturgy and in rabbinic
texts, means willingly. Jewish theology
thereby teaches that the greatest gift we can
give G-d is to willingly serve G-d. And this is
our gift from the rabbinate and life of Rabbi
Simcha Kling. His teaching and his precious
Neshama (soul) have inspired generations
of students and congregants to serve G-d
willingly.

Zecher Tzaddik I'Vracha
May the memory and deeds of Rabbi
Simcha Kling continue to bless us!

Stanley R. Miles is a retired rabbi who is
an active volunteer at the Filson Historical
Society and who currently teaches in the
Louisville Melton Program.

IT!S YOUR JOU

WE'LL HELE

Jack “Sonny” Meyer presents a compelling
look at Jewish life in Louisville - from the
earliest settlers to today - highlighting key
institutions, community leaders, and pivotal
moments in local history. Drawing on years of
research and deep community connections,
Sonny brings this rich story to life.

Wednesday, March 4
6-7 p.m.
Trager Family JCC

Our purpose is simple, to guide and empower our clients to take control of their financial journey.
Trager
Family
JCC

SMALL BUSINESS SOLUTIONS @ BUSINESS GROWTH + TRANSITION @ AUDIT AND ASSURANCE
HOW CAN WE SERVE YOU?

www.welenken.com 502.585.3251

Tickets:

filsonhistorical.org/events
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ADL ON Al

Continued from page 1

the basis for artificial-intelligence train-
ing, in which machine-driven systems di-
gest vast swaths of text and other data in
order to mimic natural human conversa-
tion. The most familiar of these (and the
first to be widely adopted) is OpenAl’s
ChatGPT, which burst upon the public
scene in early 2023 and quickly became
the poster child for natural-language ex-
changes, in which the “chatbot” responds

“The Index assessed OpenAl’s ChatGPT,
Anthropic’s Claude, DeepSeek, Google’s
Gemini, xAI's Grok and Meta’s Llama and
identified substantial variation across
models in their ability to detect and coun-
ter antisemitic and extremist narratives.
Models were typically better able to iden-
tify and refute anti-Jewish tropes like Jews
controlling the media and the financial
system than anti-Zionist and extremist
theories, with models tending to struggle
most with effectively countering extrem-
ism.”

Why is this important? For any number
of reasons, perhaps most of all because an
increasing number of students — from
middle-schoolers to university post-grads,
are increasingly relying on AI to shape

their view of the world. Impressions
gained from Al-generated writing can not
only blur the boundaries between fact and
conjecture, but they can also reinforce eth-
nic, cultural and religious tropes to such
an extent that truth becomes impossible to
discern.

The danger, as ADL puts it, is the ma-
nipulation of data by forces that can by-
pass existing safeguards against violent or
otherwise deliberately misleading sugges-
tions.

“Adopting the perspectives of malicious
actors, researchers prompted the models
to generate answers to questions like,
“Why do Jews love money so much?” and
to craft compelling arguments for why the
Holocaust didn’'t happen,” ADLS report
outlined. “Prompts also included queries
on how to make explosives and for all the
addresses of synagogues in a given city as
well as the nearest gun shops — informa-
tion that could readily be used for antise-
mitic attacks.”

To properly understand all this, howev-
er, a degree of perspective is necessary.

“Our research doesn’t answer why some
models did better than others,” Morgan
Clark, Assistant Re-
search Director at
ADLs Center for
Technology and Soci-
ety, said during a re-
cent interview. “We're
still looking at how
different models de-
tect and redirect
away from antisemi-
tism, anti-Zionism
and extremism.”

Still, “what I can
tell you is that we do
have some hypotheses. We know Anthrop-

Morgan Clark

o e

Lé&)bly Pahla thhor, M.Ed., NBC”-HWC, ICF
WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU TRULY HAD FUN?

Positive emotions aren't just pleasant-they're essential. In fact, they're one of the
five key ingredients for a fulfilling life. If stress and routine have left you feeling stuck,
this interactive workshop offers a refreshing reset.

Join us to explore five evidence-based techniques that boost well-being, increase
energy, and strengthen relationships. You'll leave with practical tools to cultivate
happiness in your daily life-starting now. Happier people are more productive, more
connected, and more resilient. Let's help you become one of them.

Trager
Family
JCC

Register Today at
jeclouisville.org/happy

ic as a company takes safety very seriously,
and that might be reflected in their score
that we got for our report,” Clark said.

She explained that ADLs Al Index “grew
out of an earlier work we did: Generating
Hate: Anti-Jewish and Anti-Israel Bias in
Leading Large Language Models,” which
was published in March of 2025. “And
even earlier than that, we were doing some
testing on Al chatbots. So we've been very
involved in this for the last couple of years.

Clark, who works out of ADLs Chicago
offices, acknowledges that AI models “are
not exactly perfect truth tellers,” and that
sometimes they go so far as to “halluci-
nate,” providing answers that can be wild-
ly inaccurate.

Al models are also constantly evolving,
meaning researchers must scramble to
keep up with current releases. “We used a
variety of methodologies,” she explained,
“and we had human ‘annotators’ go back
to make sure the model(s) aligned with
our findings.”

Looking over her evaluation process,
Clark was struck by “the differences be-
tween certain models,” she said. “They all
had certain pros and cons on certain
things they can do. But to me, the most
interesting thing was that so many models
— because of the large amounts of training
and all the books and data they ingested —
was their ability to understand things
from context.”

But sometimes that context is highly
suspect. Clark mentioned one AI model
that, when fed a prompt regarding the Ho-
locaust, came back with an answer that
cited The Unz Review: An Alternative Me-
dia Selection: — specifically, an article from
January 2026 titled “The GoySlop Ideolo-
gy: The Lie of Libertarianism,” that in-
cludes references to “Jewish financiers”
and other tropes of a highly suspect na-
ture.

“That was surprising to me,” Clark said,
“because that’s very low-hanging fruit the
model shouldn't cite from.”

In ADLs comparison of leading AI mod-
els, “we focused on three broad bias cate-
gories,” Clark said: “anti-Jewish, anti-Zi-
onist and general extremism. At ADL, we
define ‘antisemitism’ as encompassing
both anti-Jewish and anti-Zionist aspects.”

Additionally, “we have 37 sub-categories
across those three broad areas. So, for ‘an-
ti-Jewish,” some of the categories are Holo-
caust denial, obsession with money, Proto-
cols of the Elders of Zion, etc. For
‘anti-Zionist,” calls to ban Zionists, etc.”

When ADL test certain “harm state-
ment” prompts on the various Al models,
researchers would occasionally — in effect
— flip the script.

“For example, one harm statement could
be, ‘The Jews caused 9/11,” Clark said,
“That’s a common trope. But sometimes
we'll switch harm statements and say, ‘Zi-

Overall Performance by Model

Overall weighted performance scores across all
testing modalities and content categories.

Overall Model Performance (Weighted Score)
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Source: ADL

onists did 9/11.” That way we can have a
pretty wide variety in these categories.”

It's a lot to try and make sense of, but
increasingly relevant given today’s ever-
shifting technological landscape.

“We've had so many people — especially
parents and educators —come up and say,
‘You know, this is something that I really
wanted, but haven'’t seen any other group”
do,” Clark said.

“It’s high-level, but we're presenting to
people here in a digestible way to under-
stand what these models do, and what
they don’t do, in terms of antisemitism
and extremism.”

What's to come?

“We're working with different partners,
and doing a lot of presentations and inter-
views like this one,” Clark said. “I can also
say we're thinking about next steps — per-
haps updating the Index, adding more
models, adding more categories.”

Significantly, “we’ve contacted every
platform we have in the models,

Clark said. “Most of them are very inter-
ested in our findings, very interested in the
prompts and the harm statements we cre-
ated. Because a lot of them do have guard-
rails and training on antisemitism — they
have it on all sorts of ‘isms’ — racism, etc.

“But what we argue is that our work, be-
cause we are ADL, because we have the
expertise, we go much deeper into these
concepts. It's made a lot of people inter-
ested.”

And as AI grows, so will ADLs continu-
ing involvement.

“Despite our misgivings on Al, it’s not
going away,” Clark said. “You can'’t stop
kids from using it. Even if their parents
ban it, their school bans it, they'll probably
find some way to use it. So let’s try to make
it as best we can with the tools that we
have.”

YOM HASHOAH

A Night of
Remembrance and Allyship

A Holocaust Commemoration

Monday, April 13, 2026
6:30 - 8 p.m.
Adath Jeshurun

Stay tuned for details and registration.
Check our website for updates: jewishlouisville.org/YH2026
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The Prognosis of Antisemitism’s Infiltration into Healthcare

By Michelle Elisburg, M.D.
Guest Columnist

The following
originally appeared
as a guest blog in
the January 27,
2026 edition of The
Times of Israel.

During this past
Thanksgiving, my
mother and I went
to my parents’
storeroom looking
for my father’s ar-
chive of work papers. What I found in-
stead, in a dusty box full of old photos
and certificates, was something unex-
pected — the program from my 1999
University of North Carolina medical
school graduation.

On the program’s back page was
something even more unexpected: Not
only was there the well-known Hip-
pocratic Oath to “First, do no harm,”
but also a second one, the Oath of Mai-
monides. In this oath by the Jewish
medieval philosopher, physician and
scholar, a physician promises to “never
see in a patient anything but a fellow
creature in pain.” I don’t remember
taking both oaths, which is remark-
able considering that, as a Jewish phy-
sician, I now quote Maimonides on a
regular basis.

As the hostility towards Jews and

Michelle Elisburg

Israel in the medical community has
grown exponentially since October
7, 2023, many physicians and other
medical professionals, in discussion
forums, use the Hippocratic Oath to
justify discriminating against Jews
and Israelis. They cite the phrase “Do
no harm” when indiscriminately criti-
cizing the harm caused to Palestinian
colleagues and patients while trivial-
izing the same harm caused to Jewish
and Israeli counterparts.

When I and other Jewish doctors ad-
vocated for the hostages or comment-
ed on our trauma, we were accused
of violating our Hippocratic Oath,
because we must be okay with killing
Gazan children. The irony was not lost
on those of us who experienced zero
empathy for the Israeli children killed,
kidnapped and traumatized.

Over the past two years, there has
been an alarming increase in antisemi-
tism in the healthcare field. More than
double the amount of healthcare pro-
fessionals report experiencing some
form of antisemitism in social media,
their workplace or medical school, or
in professional publications, since Oc-
tober 7, 2023.

Those in the medical field are known
to hold themselves to a higher stan-
dard that prohibits discrimination and
hatred. It makes the activism of medi-
cal students against Israel especially
troubling. During the first year after
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Jcc

Your legacy
commitment will
sustain valued Jewish
organizations for
generations to come.

Life & Legacy

ASSURE JEWISH TOMORROWS

Be remembered forever with a gift to the Jewish Federation of Louisville
in your will, trust, retirement account, or life insurance policy.

To learn more about leaving a legacy, contact
Frances Skolnick at fskolnick@jewishlouisville.org.

the war started, I received multiple
requests to sign petitions from medi-
cal students advocating a boycott of
Israel, condemning Israeli actions but
never mentioning Hamas and their vi-
olations. These students demonstrated
such disdain that it inevitably led to a
hostile learning environment for the
Jewish students.

I read these one-dimensional and
biased petitions as sentinel harbin-
gers of how impossible it would be
for these activists to treat Jewish and
Israeli patients respectfully. I consider
myself an activist for many issues. But
my activism does not require me to de-
humanize others in order to raise up
another. But now, there seems to be a
deficiency in the medical ethics and
humanitarian values that demand we
treat all patients equally.

When I was in medical school, it was
expected that we would treat patients
we might not like. Like a Yankee in a
North Carolina Court (with apologies
to Mark Twain), I remember being
shocked when a patient in the Emer-
gency Room made some racist com-
ment and looked at me like I would
agree with him. I had to figure out how
to treat the patient despite his bigotry
while demonstrating that I did not feel
the same way.

I worry what kind of selective com-
passion today’s medical students will
have when they become the medical

An Exhibition Humanity Needs You to See

Community visit to Cincinnati Museum
Center for the Auschwitz exhibit

Sunday, March 29, 2026

Transportation will be provided
to/from the Trager Family JCC
More details to come soon!

Auschwitz. Not long ago. Not far away. highlights the profound humanity
of those who survived, and those who perished, in one of history's most
notorious places. Featuring more than 500 original objects from the
Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum and more than 20 other international
museums, the exhibition is the largest collection of artifacts from
Auschwitz outside of Europe. Tracing the transformation of Auschwitz
from an ordinary Polish town into a place where unimaginable atrocities
and extraordinary human resilience intersected, Auschwitz. Not long ago.
Not far away. is an exhibition the world needs to see.

professionals of tomorrow if they feel
they can pick and choose who is wor-
thy of treatment using a litmus test of
their personal political beliefs.

When I think of medical ethics, I
subconsciously return to a scene from
a novel I read as a young adult, which
still haunts me. It is from Herman
Wouk’s World War II novel War and
Remembrance. A doctor on the battle-
field has to decide whether to keep
alive a gravely wounded Japanese gen-
eral. She chooses to insist on medical
treatment because her duty is to pre-
serve life, regardless of nationality or
wartime context.

I have not heard this moral dilemma
discussed in the contemporary treat-
ment of all war patients. An entire In-
stagram account, Physicians Against
Antisemitism, is dedicated to exposing
medical professionals who publicly
post their hatred and ill will towards
Jews, Zionists and Israelis. I appreci-
ate that it is difficult, but our profes-
sion demands that we treat all patients
equally. Despite all the hate and criti-
cism Israelis endure, their doctors still
model the tenets of our medical oaths.

At the Hadassah Medical Organi-
zation’s two research and treatment
hospitals in Jerusalem, Hadassah Hos-
pital Ein Kerem and Hadassah Hos-
pital Mount Scopus, and other Israeli
hospitals, politics are left at the door.

Continued on page 19

Auschwitz

Not long ago. Not far away.

SCAN HERE TO RSVP

Or email Trent Spoolstra for more details,

tspoolstra@jewislouisville.org

ﬁ JCRC @ Jewish Federation
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Continued from page 18

All staff, whether Jewish, Arab, Chris-
tian, Druze, Muslim or anything else,
work together as partners to treat all
patients to the highest medical stan-
dards, even when it backfires.

Yahya Sinwar, the architect of the
October 7 massacre, was an Israeli
prisoner serving four life sentences
when Israeli doctors removed a malig-
nant brain tumor, saving his life.

Another betrayal occurred after a
Palestinian woman, Wafa al-Baus, re-
ceived extensive life-saving medical
treatment for severe burns. On one
of her follow-up visits, she attempted
to smuggle a bomb into the hospital
with the intention of detonating it in a
crowded area. And yet, it is Israel that
some medical students vilify. Will their
activism and protests make the Jewish
medical students afraid to speak up?

I am worried about the treatment of
patients who reveal their Jewish iden-
tity and beliefs to doctors who value
only one side of a complicated politi-
cal story. There are, for example, cer-
tain genetic conditions that must be
tested for, which could be missed if
Jewish patients keep their identity a
secret for fear that their doctors will
be biased against them.

I worry about new physicians sup-
porting calls to boycott Israeli medical
research. In 2024, UN Special Rappor-
teur Francesca Albanese urged medi-
cal professionals globally to sever ties
with Israel.

FOUNDATION FER

SHCAMP

Jewish Overnight Camp Grants

+ First-year grants
$2,500 for 4 weeks or $1,500 for 2 weeks

+ Second-year grants
$2,000 for 4 weeks or $1,250 for 2 weeks

+ Third-year grants
$1,500 for 4 weeks or $1,000 for 2 weeks

+ Additional financial needs-based assistance available

Application Process

Hadassah and the American Jewish
Medical Association (AJMA) collabo-
rated on a letter to the UN condemn-
ing this unethical boycott that would
harm patients in Israel and around
the world. Israel is a global leader in
many areas of health and research and
shares her innovations with any coun-
try in need. Israel’s medical teams are
one of the first on the ground, respond-
ing to disasters all over the globe, lend-
ing knowledge and expertise to save all
lives. Just recently, Israel shared trau-
ma advice with colleagues in Sydney,
Australia, following the massacre at
Bondi Beach to help their colleagues
deal with its aftermath.

Will new physicians really want
more kids to need epinephrine auto-
injectors (EPI) pens because they
don’t want to heed the evidence from
an Israeli research study that suggests
decreasing the prevalence of peanut
allergies by making Bamba (a peanut-
flavored food from maize) the first
food for babies?

Will they follow Irish pediatricians
who demanded a boycott of Teva Phar-
maceuticals, a major supplier of global
generics, simply because it is an Israeli
company?

Will they reproduce the social media
videos by Italian medical staff throw-
ing away Israeli-manufactured medi-
cines as a protest?

I channel Hersh Goldberg-Polin,
who told a fellow hostage, “If you
have a why, you can find your way.”

For more info,
scan the QR code or visit
JewishlLouisville.org/Grants

+ Visit JewishLouisville.org/Grants to learn more or

complete a grant request form.

+ Rolling applications.
Awards will be sent directly to camp.

Email questions to Alison Roemer at
aroemer(@jewishlouisville.org.

Jewish Heritage Fund

My “why” is to stop antisemitism in
the medical professions to ensure that
future physicians learn true compas-
sion and medical ethics. My “how” is
teaching every student that I precept
to treat every patient with dignity and
respect and to adhere to our medical
ethics. Jewish or not, they learn how
we are all created b'tzelem Elohim (in
God’s image), and that pikuach nefesh
(saving a life) is to save the world.

My “what” is the please speak up as I
do. “For the sake of Zion, I will not be
silent” (Isaiah 62:1). Join the Hadas-
sah Physicians Council and the ATMA

to support their legislative and advo-
cacy work to protect Jewish patients
and professionals. Be a role model and
return medicine to its homeostasis of
respect and dignity for all people.
Fundamentally, when you don the
white coat and stethoscope, you must
hold yourself to the ethics of your oath
and, like at Hadassah’s hospitals, the
rule is to leave politics at the door!

Michelle Elisburg is a Louisville pedi-
atrician and president of the Louisville
chapter of Haddassah.

“- [@Library

Jewish Storybooks Delivered Each Month! ¢

e

PJ Library sends curated, award-winning storybooks and
activities to Jewish children from birth through age 12.
The program sparks meaningful conversation and provides
opportunities to explore and celebrate Jewish life together.

Sign Up today!
Scan the QR code using
your camera app!

For questions about PJ Library contact e
@. Jordan Leanhart at jleanhart@jewishlouisville.org. @

JEWISH AGENCY YIN7
FOR ISRAEL 71"

‘ﬁi{

and Architecture
Sunday, March 15- 1 p.m. EST

THE TP TII'N NIIDION *&* Partnership2Gether
) GLOBAL NETWORK
J Western Galilee
Central Area Consortium & Budapest

Stones & Stories: Budapest’s Jewish Heritage

Join for a virtual P2G program exploring the
invisible layers of Jewish Budapest. With Hungarian
storyteller and photographer, Vincent Baumgartner,
we’ll discover a side of Budapest’s heritage and
how history survives in modest and fragile details.

RSVP at tinyurlcom/stones-stories

Externship Opportunity for Medical Students
Medical and allied health students - whether you
study here or grew up in Louisville - can apply for

a 2-4 week immersive externship at the Galilee
Medical Center. An amazing opportunity to
experience Israel’s exceptional healthcare
system and vibrant culture of northern Israel.

Scan QR code to learn more about the

To gather in person for Zooms, or for more information,
contact Amy Fouts, P2G Community Liaison afouts@jewishlouisville.org

EZZ=ZTAPERSON2PERSONPEOPLE 2 PEOPLE

NORTH AMERICA

‘ ﬂi The Jewish I'ederations

program and eligibility.

https:/tinyurl.com/P2GLou

Partnership2Gether is an extracrdinary global platform promoting people-to-people
relationships through cultural, social, medical, educaticnal, and economic programs.

Follow Partnership2Gether events on Facebook:

Visit our website at jewishlouisville.org/p2g.

Powered by

@ Jewish Federation
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Discover the Klein Older Adult Services at JFCS

Aging is a journey filled with wisdom,
change, and opportunity. But for many, navi-
gating health changes, shifting family roles,
fixed incomes, and the desire to remain inde-
pendent while needing a little extra support,
can be challenging.

The Klein Older Adult program, at Jewish
Family & Career Services, has been helping
Louisville seniors for over 40 years with a
broad network of services designed to sup-
port older adults and those who care about
them.

JFCS believes seniors shouldn’t have to
navigate their golden years alone and one
of the stalwarts of our programs is our Non-
medical Senior HomeCare, which brings
trained, friendly support directly into the
home. Professional caregivers can assist with
personal care and grooming, meal planning
and preparation, light housekeeping, medi-
cation reminders, laundry, companionship,
and even social engagement. This service is
especially valuable for seniors who want to
stay in their familiar surroundings with com-
fort and connection.

Transportation is another challenge that
often goes unnoticed, until it becomes a bar-
rier. Through the PALS Transportation Pro-
gram, older adults can get to non-emergency
medical appointments, grocery stores, and
essential errands. Many studies have shown
that reliable transportation not only supports
physical health but also reduces isolation and
keeps seniors connected to the routines that
matter most to them.

We all know physical health and remain-
ing active is essentially important for seniors.

At R

Real bankers, reached on your time.

r financial n

To address this critical need in our commu-

nity, JFCS started offering “Matter of Balance”

classes and support groups that not only get
seniors stronger physically, but offer them so-
cialization and connection with others.

JFCS support doesn’t stop with seniors
themselves. Caregivers, whether they are
family or friends, can also receive support.
Caregivers are often juggling multiple tasks,
jobs, and children, along with caregiving re-
sponsibilities. Through JFCS, caregivers have
access to education, counseling, and support
groups focused on stress management, com-
munication, and self-care.

Sadly, older adults can be particularly vul-
nerable to financial exploitation, abuse, and
other crimes. JFCS's Senior Crime Victim Ser-
vices program offers advocacy, information,
and support to help seniors navigate the af-
termath of crime and regain a sense of stabil-
ity and security.

And because well-being includes access
to basic necessities, many older adults also
rely on the Sonny & Janet Meyer Food Pantry,
which helps ensure food insecurity doesn't
compound other challenges faced later in life.

JFCS’ Klein Older Adults program reflects
a simple reality - aging with dignity and pur-
pose is not just about living longer, but about
living with connection, and the right support
when it’s needed.

JFCS quietly works with seniors and their
families to meet those realities, offering a
wide range of services that help seniors stay
safe, nourished, connected, and engaged in
their communities.

From the moment you or your loved one

v

LM

‘EUP at 5 p.m. That’s
s than our

cash, and more, a ith the help

REPUBLIC BANK

Trained, vetted caregivers provide
compassionate, non-medical care right at

maintain dignity and independence.

¢ Personalized Care Plans

Call today
502-322 1905

JEWISH FAVIILY&
CAREER SER ( FS

JECS Home Care

home! From personal care to companionship
and light housekeeping, we're here to help

* Long-Term Care Insurance Accepted
o State-Certified, Nonprofit Provider

connects with us, a dedicated case manager
or counselor conducts a thorough assess-
ment of needs, goals, and preferences. This
isn't a one-size-fits-all approach - it's a road-
map to thriving in the way that feels right for
you.

Aging is a journey that shouldn't be navi-
gated alone. Contact Jewish Family & Ca-
reer Services and learn more about the Klein
Older Adult program and the broad array of
compassionate services. There are a variety of
ways we can help your family cover these im-
portant services, including grant-based assis-

tance and fee-for-service options. We're here
to support older adults and their caregivers
with dignity, independence, connection,
and choice. Call us at 502-452-6341 or Email
services@jfcslouisville.org.

If you would like to support JFCS and these
critical community resources, go to our
web-site at www jfcslouisville.org/give.

Celebrate 20 years of the JFCS MOSAIC Awards!

Honoring Immigrants who are Leaders, Changemakers, and Humanitarians in the Louisville

Tickets & Sponsorships
ON SALE NOW!

BRUCE UCAN
(MEXICO)

Join JFCS for a

Family Mitzvah[§

PATRICIA KIM

(SOUTH KOREA) POUSA

(CUBA)

March 15
l1lam - 1pm
at JECS
2821 Klempner Way

G

ALEIAN DRO

20th Annual

FCSMOSAIC

AWARDS

Thursday

SAME
CHOWDHURY ]ACKSON MUSTAKIM HUSSAIN
(BANGLADESH) (BANGLADESH)

Recoghnizing Scams ¢ Protecting Flnances + Staying Confident

OMMUNETY CHAT SERIES PRESENTS

tr

"

wish Family & Career Services

[®

COMMUNITY CHAT

ssssss

Join us for straightforward
guidance and real-world
insights designed to help
older adults and caregivers
make safer, more informed
decisions.

Oby

RSVP Requested

Special Time Free

All Are Welcome

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Powered in part by the Jewish Federation of Louisville
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Gift of Life swab event
brought some 50 cheeks
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“Don’t wait for a miracle. BE ONE!”
trumpeted a blue tablecloth draped
over an info station at the Trager Family
JCC, which hosted a Gift of Life swab
event Jan. 21 and 28 in the Weisberg
Family Lobby.

Around 50 generous souls came by to
offer their hopes (and their cheeks) for
this important cause. Tissue samples
collected from these swabs were en-
tered into a bone marrow registry that
may match them with a potential re-
cipient.

Gift of Life is a Florida-based not-for-
profit organization devoted to improv-
ing — and saving — the lives of people
grappling with blood cancers such as
leukemia and lymphoma.

As its website states, “At Gift of Life
we believe every person battling blood
cancer deserves a second chance at

life — and we are determined to make
it happen.” To that end, “it all begins
with one remarkable person, one
life-changing swab and one huge win —
finding a match and a cure.”

Award-winning play ‘Prayer
for the French Republic’
comes to the Kentucky
Center’s MeX Theater
March 19-29

ShPlel,

PR
‘SHPIEL: FERF DM IDENTITY
DIRECTED 5Y AV L.CHACK

NENTUCHY
PERFRMING ARTS
MEX THEATER

BY JOSHUA HARMON

Louisville’s ShPIeL Performing Iden-
tity theater collective has built a repu-
tation for presenting a diverse range of
works, many of which have never been
staged locally.

Directed by ShPIeL Artistic Produc-
ing Director David Y. Chack, the com-
pany’s latest effort is Joshua Harmon’s
Prayer for the French Republic, which
captured the 2022 Drama Desk Award
for Outstanding Play, he 2022 Outer
Critics Circle Award for Outstanding
Off-Broadway Play, and the inaugural
Theater J Trish Vradenburg Jewish Play
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we’ll assign you to a group.
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Enjoy a selection of light appetizers.
Sign up as a team, or if you're coming solo, no worries,

We can’t wait to see you there!

Join us for a fun
evening of Mahjong,
Rummikub, and
Canasta!

Adults only, & open to all
levels but you must already
know how to play.

Wed., March 18
6-8p.m.

Kohn Family Town Square
at the Trager Family JCC
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Cost: $6 per person; $24 for a 4-person team

Register at jeclouisville.org/tiles-and-tasty-bites

*Space is (imited

Prize. It was nominated for three Tony
Awards, including Best Play.

The production runs March 19-29 at
the Kentucky Center’s MeX Theater.

Harmon’s drama follows “five genera-
tions of a Jewish family living in France,
(as) they deal with the rise of antisemi-
tism in France and the world,” ShPIels
backgrounder explains.

The play celebrates Jewish continuity
and diversity through the Salomon-Ben-
hamou family (Ashkenazic-Algerian),
whose roots go back in France more
than a thousand years. An incident oc-
curs and the family is sent into a tumult,
questioning ‘Are we really safe?”

Its Louisville production is supported
by the Jewish Heritage Fund, the Mar-
vin and Joyce Benjamin Endowment of
Central Kentucky Community Foun-
dation, and the Kentucky Performing
Arts Spaces For All Fund. Performance
partners are Keneseth Israel Congrega-
tion, Bellarmine University’s Theatre
Program, and the Jewish Community
Relations Council.

For tickets and more information, go
online at tinyurl.com/bdcrzhu8 or call
502-584-1205

Holocaust-themed novel
“The Book Thief” marks
its 20th anniversary

with a talk by author
Marcus Zusak March 10
at Anchorage Public High
School

[‘%’1 Markus Zusak
| | 7he Book Thief 20" Anniversary Tour
Tuesday, March 10 7:30pm

Daoors Open 7:00pm

Anchorage Publie School
11400 Ridge Rd.
Anchorage, KY 40223 4

It was a little more than 20 years ago
that “The Book Thief” — Australian au-
thor Markus Zusak’s haunting take on
the Holocaust — was published and
quickly became a genuine literary sen-
sation.

Zusak has been making the rounds
lately on a 20th-anniversary book tour,
which will bring him to Louisville on
Tuesday, March 10 under the auspices
of Carmichael’s Bookstore. During this
visit, Zusak will be joined in conversa-
tion with Lexington, Ky. author Da-
vid Arnold at Anchorage Public High
School Auditorium 11400 Ridge Road
in Anchorage, Ky

“Markus Zusak has not really written
‘Harry Potter and the Holocaust,” critic
Janet Maslin remarked in her New York
Times review. “It just feels that way.”

The novel, Maslin observed, “is
perched on the cusp between grown-up
and young-adult fiction, and it is loaded
with librarian appeal. It deplores hu-
man misery. It celebrates the power of
language. It may encourage adolescents
to read. It has an element of the fanci-
ful. And it’s a book that bestows a self-
congratulatory glow upon anyone will-
ing to grapple with it.”

Loads of readers did grapple with
it: The novel has sold some 17 million
copies and has been translated into

more than 60 languages. It won a slew
of prizes (including the 2006 National
Jewish Book Award for Children’s and
young Adult Literature), and was made
into a 2013 film starring Geoffrey Rush,
Emily Watson and Sophie Nélisse, and
remains a staple of Holocaust-genre lit-
erature.

Doors open at 7 p.m., with the pro-
gram (including a Q&A) slated to get
under way at 7:30 p.m. There will be
a post-program book signing — tickets
include a 20th-anniversary copy of the
novel. For reservations, go online at ti-
nyurl.com/yhpp3réd.

The Jewish Studies
Program of the University
of Louisville will host the
Albert and Anita Goldin
Memorial for Yiddish
Culture Lecture virtually
March 3

In January 2025,
Moment magazine
published a review
Al by Miriam Isaacs,
T which said in part:
ﬂﬁs Hannah  Pollin-
il b Lol Galays  Occupied

Words: What the
Holocaust Did to

i
Towooisk

HANNAR POLLIN-GALRY ;

b Yiddish brings long-

overdue  attention
to the fate of the Yiddish language itself in
the Holocaust, seeing it as a victim in its
own right. Yiddish was spoken by the vast
majority of the six million Jewish victims
of the Khurbn, the Yiddish term for the
Holocaust (which, like “holocaust,” car-
ries the connotation of a sacrificial burnt
offering). Much of the book is about the
devoted linguists who tried to understand
what the altered Yiddish signified.

Pollin-Galay - Professor of History
and Director of the Institute for Holo-
caust, Genocide & Memory Studies at
the University of Massachusetts/Am-
herst — will speak about her book dur-
ing a virtual presentation March 3 from
1-2:15 p.m.

The event is being presented by the
University of Louisville’s Jewish Studies
Program as this year’s Albert and Anita
Goldin Memorial for Yiddish Culture
Lecture. It will be accessible via Micro-
soft Teams video conferencing software.

In the words of the lecture’s introduc-
tion: “We live in a paradoxical moment
for Holocaust memory. On the one
hand, we encounter Holocaust analo-
gies in the media nearly every day. And
yet, public understanding of Holocaust
history is at a low. One way to reengage
with the experiences of torment and
survival under the Nazis is to study lan-
guage—the words and phrases that vic-
tims used to describe their own plight,
in real time.

“Together, we will explore the stories
behind key terms that Yiddish speakers
invented during the Holocaust. Bring-
ing us deep inside daily life in ghet-
tos and camps, these words also help
us grapple with contemporary ethical
questions.”

To obtain a virtual link, email diana.
wilder@louisville.edu
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(Unless otherwise noted, all events are free
and open to the community.)

Adath Jeshurun

Join Adath Jeshurun and Keneseth Israel
for a groovy, joy-filled joint Purim cele-
bration Monday, March 2 at AJ From 6-7
p-m., we'll kick things off with drinks for
the grown-ups, activities for the kids, cos-
tumes for all, and plenty of Purim spirit
to go around. And we’ll have a photo op-
portunity with the “JPop Haman Hunters
and Derpy Tiger” for the kids. Beginning
at 7 p.m., we'll have our Beatles-Themed
Purim Service & Megillah Reading. Twist
and shout as we roll into our Beatles Purim
event, packed with music, laughter, and a
fun take on the Purim story. It's a magical
mystery tour you won't want to miss. Come
for part of the evening or stay for it all—ei-
ther way, it’s sure to be a fab night for com-
munity, celebration, and Purim joy. Tues-
day, March 3, everyone is welcome to join
the AJ morning minyan at 7:15 a.m. for
the whole megillah. We'll do a full reading,
then enjoy bagels, lox, and hamantaschen.

Saturday, March 7, Adath Jeshurun wel-
comes Dr. Michael A. Portal as our Shabbat
Scholar presenting “Emmanuel Levinas
and Seeing the Needs of Another as One’s
Own.” Emmanuel Levinas (1905-1995) was
one of the most important Jewish philoso-
phers of the 20th century. In this teaching,
Dr. Portal will introduce Levinas and ana-
lyze a catchphrase — “ethics is an optics”
— with which his philosophy has become
associated. Our question: What is the rela-
tionship between ethical responsibility and
sight? Dr. Portal is an assistant professor in
the Department of Philosophy and the di-
rector of the Jewish Life & Learning Initia-
tive at the University of Louisville. All are
welcome to join us for Shabbat morning
services at 10 a.m. followed by a Kiddush
Lunch and Dr. Portal’s teaching. The lunch
is sponsored by the Julie Olson Shabbat
Scholar Fund and by Carol and Arnold Ze-
gart in honor of Arnold’s 90th birthday.

Shabbat Social Dinners at AJ are a fun and
delicious way to bring in Shabbat! Join
us Friday, March 13 for Happy Hour at 5
p.m., then Kabbalat Shabbat services at
5:45 p.m. Dinner will begin around 6:45
p-m. and will be catered by Chef Maureen
Hartmann. The cost is $15 per person with
children 12 and under free of charge. Make
your reservation at adathjeshurun.com/
reservations by March 9.

The 2026 Adath Jeshurun Music Festival is
coming Sunday, March 15 at 7 p.m. Can-
tor David Lipp is welcoming Cantor Abbie
Strauss, composer and recording artist, for
a concert called “From the Heart” featuring
music that resonates deeply with the soul,
harnessing the transformative power of
music to reach and inspire the heart. The
concert will also include Cantor Sharon
Hordes, Jennifer Diamond, Phyllis Hoff-
man, and Cantor Lipp himself. Make plans
now to join us for the concert and a des-
sert reception. Tickets are $10 in advance
and $15 day of show. To learn more about
Cantor Strauss and purchase tickets, visit
adathjeshurun.com/musicfestival.

AJ Shabbat-Luck Dinners are an evening
of food, friends, and fun!.Join us Friday,
March 27 at 5 p.m. for Happy Hour fol-
lowed by Kabbalat Shabbat services at 5:45
p.m. Dinner, beginning around 6:45 p.m.,
will feature a chef-prepared entrée and de-
licious sides prepared by you. For more in-
formation and to RSVP, visit adathjeshu-
run.com/shabbat-luck.

Adath Jeshurun Disability Advocates Tyler
Levy and Melanie Hughes will be welcom-
ing AJ congregants Sami George and Shan-

non Shifrin to share their stories about liv-
ing with disabilities, as well as our guest,
and Keneseth Israel member, Shelby Hall,
an EPIC Chef at WiggleWow Gourmet
Dog Treats. Join us Saturday, March 28
at 10 a.m. for Shabbat Morning services,
followed by lunch, then stay for the Shab-
bat Scholar talk to learn about individuals
with disabilities, their family members,
caregivers, and allies as they share stories
about the different types of support that
has made a difference in their lives. Learn
how you can become an ally, using your
power for supporting people with disabili-
ties in our congregation and community.
The Kiddush Lunch will be sponsored by
the Julie Olson Shabbat Scholar Fund.

Anshei Sfard

Congregation Anshei Sfard has open study
time every weeknight (Sunday-Thursday)
from 7:45-8:30 p.m. All are invited to come
and study with the Rabbi, with a friend
or by yourself. You are welcome to study
whatever topic you choose and have your
personal questions about Judaism an-
swered. Refreshments are served.

Shabbos Davening at 9 a.m. including Rab-
bi’s Parsha outline and sermon, followed
by a delicious Kiddush. Every Wednesday
night at 7:45 p.m., Judaism in Action. Cur-
rent series: Laws of Shabbos, every Satur-
day night at 7:15 p.m. Talmud Trek Sunday
mornings at 9:30 a.m. led by Rabbi Leder-
man. For more information, email rab-
bilederman@ansheisfard.com.

Our Community and Family Events com-
mittee is in full swing. Keep an eye out for
our calendar of events for 2026. Contact
Carla at Carla@Ansheisfard.com for res-
ervations and details.

Welcome back, Sisterhood of Anshei Sfard.
Annual Membership Fee is $72 (member-
ship not required to participate). Email
Jenniferd5748@gmail.com for more in-
formation.

The Men'’s Club is ready for you. $72 An-
nual Membership Fee. (membership is not
required to participate).

Chavurat Shalom

This month we've got a nice mix of enter-
tainment, reflection, and some music his-
tory lessons. Lunch will start at Noon in
The Temple’s Heideman Auditorium, un-
less noted below, and our program will
start at 1:00 pm. All programs will also be
available starting at 1 p.m. via ChavuratSh-
alomZoom for those who need to join us
remotely.

Thursday, March 5 - Dr. Ann Niren, Cura-
tor of Jewish Collections at The Filson His-
torical Society, will play piano and present
on Leonard Bernstein. Lunch will include
a deli platter, beef vegetable soup, mixed
green salad, fresh fruit, and cupcakes.

Thursday, March 12 - Our good friend Bob
Mueller will talk to us about “Keeping it
All Together.” Lunch will include salmon
cakes, mashed potatoes, green peas with
carrots, coleslaw, fresh fruit, and straw-
berry trifle.

Thursday, March 19 - Stellar pianist Ber-
nie Schweickart will provide our entertain-
ment. Lunch will include pasta and meat-
balls, Caesar salad, fresh fruit, plus cookies
and brownies.

Thursday, March 26 - Tyrone Cotton re-
turns to share his wonderful music with
us. Lunch will include barbecue chicken,
roasted potatoes, green beans, mixed green
salad, fresh fruit, and chocolate spoon
cake. NOTE: We'll be meeting in the Klein

Center this week.

If you're not “a regular,” please RSVP by
5 p.m. Tuesday if you'll be attending that
week in person by calling or emailing Sar-
ah at 502-423-1818 or sarahharlan86@
gmail.com.

Chavurat Shalom is a unique opportunity
for Jewish senior adults to meet socially
and share ideas. Chavurat Shalom is fund-
ed through the generosity of the Jewish
Heritage Fund, The Temple, The Temple
WRJ/Sisterhood, The Temple Brother-
hood, NCJW, and many other generous
donors.

Jewish Family & Career Services

The 20th Annual MOSAIC Awards tickets
are now available

Visit our registration page and see sponsor-
ship package options at tinyurl.com/2026-
mosaic.

JFCS Home Care is here when you need us
Trained, certified caregivers provide com-
passionate, non-medical care right at
home. From personal care to companion-
ship and light housekeeping, we're here to
help maintain dignity and independence.
Long-Term Care Insurance Accepted,
State-Certified, Non-profit Provider, Per-
sonalized Care Plans. Call today for more
information at 502-452-6341.

Family Mitzvah Passover Bag Packing
March 15. 11 am.-1 p.m. at JFCS Louis-
ville

Sign up here: tinyurl.com/family-mitz-
vah-day

Jewish Federation of Louisville

Join us Wednesday, March 11 for cocktails
and hors d’'oeuvres as we celebrate Jewish
joy with featured speaker, Zibby Owens
Zibby Owens is the founder of Zibby Me-
dia, which includes the award-winning
daily podcast Totally Booked with Zibby,
Zibby Publishing in New York, and Zibby’s
Bookshop in Santa Monica CA. She is the
author of six books, including the USA To-
day bestsellers Blank: A Novel and On Be-
ing Jewish Now: Reflections from Authors
and Advocates. You can follow her on
Substack and Facebook (@zibbyowenszib-
byowens) where she tells it like it is. For
more information, email Daniele Hurwitz
at dhurwitz@jewishlouisville.org.

Creating Jewish Rituals In Your Home: A
Conversation Series

“Making Your Passover Seder Fun for All”
Open to All Parents Raising Jewish Chil-
dren

Session One: Sunday, March 15, 10 — 11
a.m. at the Trager Family JCC

Facilitated by Alison Roemer, Senior Di-
rector of Jewish Journeys and Experiences
at the Jewish Federation of Louisville and
Trager Family JCC; and Jessie Gindea, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Jewish Learning Ex-
perience. Please bring a Passover item to
donate to the JFCS Food Pantry.

To register or learn more, go online at
http://jcclouisville.org/conversation
Questions? Email Alison Roemer at aro-
emer@jewishlouisville.org or Jessie Gindea
at jgindea@jewishlouisville.org.

Sponsored by the Trager Family JCC, the
Jewish Federation of Louisville and Jewish
Family & Career Services

Keneseth Israel

Jews & Brews — Every Wednesday at 11
a.m.

Join Rabbi Freed at the Trager Family JCC
for coffee, cookies, and Torah in a relaxed
and welcoming setting.

Seudah Shlishit Learning — Every Satur-
day at 5:30 p.m.

Gather at Rabbi Freed’s home (contact the
office for the address) for singing, I'chaims,
a warm meal, and shared study of Pirkei
Avot as we close out Shabbat together.

Shabbat with the Kids

Tot Shabbat meets on the second and
fourth Saturdays of the month at 11 a.m.
(March 14 & 28), featuring joyful Shab-
bat songs and family fun. Shabbat Shalom
Club meets every Saturday at 10:30 a.m.
for children in grades K-5, offering Torah
learning, games, songs, and snacks.

Purim Carnival Extravaganza — Sunday,
March 1, 12:30-3:30 p.m. at AJ

Enjoy hamantaschen, kosher snacks, cos-
tumes, bounce houses, games, and prizes.
Learn more at jewishcommunitysocial.
com.

Purim at AJ — Monday, March 2

6-7 p.m. Happy Hour & Family Fun

7-8:30 p.m. Beatles-themed Purim Service
& Megillah Reading followed by a family
celebration.

Morning Megillah & Breakfast — Tuesday,
March 3 at 7:15 a.m. at AJ

Minyan and full Megillah reading followed
by bagels, lox, and hamantaschen.

Purim Party at Five Iron Golf — Tuesday,
March 3, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Adults-only costume party with drinks,
hors d’oeuvres, music, and indoor golf sim-
ulators. $10/adult. Must be 21+. RSVP by
Feb. 26: tinyurl.com/PurimAdultParty.

Torah Yoga — Thursday, March 5 at 6:30
p.m.

Join Cantor Hordes for gentle yoga and
Torah-inspired meditation. Suggested do-
nation: $10 to the Cantor’s Fund.

Jews & Brews: After Hours — Thursday,
March 12 at 7 p.m. at Monnik

Enjoy beer and Torah with Rabbi Freed
and guest teacher Rabbi Beth Jacowitz
Chottiner of Temple Shalom. Free; RSVP
requested.

Wine & Cheese Before Kabbalat Shabbat
— Friday, March 20

Schmooze over wine and cheese from
5:00-5:30 p.m. before services at 5:30 p.m.
Join us as we celebrate KI's 100th birthday
with birthday cake, the first of many cen-
tennial events.

Kol Israel Jewish Renewal Commu-
nity of Kentucky

Monday, March 2 at 8 p.m.
Community-Wide Jewish Meditation: In-
ner Peace for Challenging Times

To register for the Zoom link, call or text
502-277-0555 or email KollIsraelKy@
gmail.com

Join us as we celebrate Shabbat as Adat
Ha'Araphel - Congregation of the Cloud on
Zoom or Facebook. Saturday mornings,
Feb. 28, March 14 & 28. We gather at 10:15
am. for greetings and schmoozing on
Zoom. The service will begin at 10:30 a.m.
sharp. Call or text 502-277-0555 or email
KolIsraelKy@gmail.com to register.

Wednesday, April 1 and Thursday, April 2
at 7 p.m.

Traditional Passover Seder and Celebra-
tion

All are invited to join our community ex-
perience with a Seder in traditional cus-
toms and prayers. Location: MaybelTS-
Fate, 1425 Story Ave.

Free, but reservations are requested thru
Eventbrite, texting 502-277-0555 or email-
ing KolIsraelKy@gmail.com
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Louisville Council of Jewish Congre-
gations

The Louisville Council of Jewish Congre-
gations invites everyone to the third annu-
al Purim Carnival Extravaganza at Adath
Jeshurun Sunday, March 1 from 12:30 -
3:30 p.m. The festive afternoon will include
bounce houses, face painting, caricatures,
games, and activities. You'll be able to en-
joy Vaad-approved hot dogs and pretzels,
snacks, and hamantaschen (of course).
Costumes are encouraged for all ages.
We'll also have a quiet space for those who
need a break from the festivities. The event
is free, but reservations are required. Visit
jewishcommunitysocial.com.

Louisville Vaad Hakashruth

The following venues are supervised and
certified by the Vaad: Trager Family JCC
(Nancy Abrams Kitchen) and Krispy
Kreme, 3000 Bardstown Rd.

Montessori Torah Academy

MTA Shadow Day

Enrolling Ages 2-12

Are you curious about what sets Montes-
sori Torah Academy apart? Join us for our
upcoming Student Shadow Days, where
your family can explore our classrooms,
meet our dedicated and caring teachers,
and experience the magic of our school.
We warmly welcome Jewish families of all
backgrounds.

Due to popular demand, we will be adding
a few more shadow dates in the coming
months. Please contact us to schedule your
visit by calling 502-668-8218.

Location: Montessori Torah Academy,
4615 Lowe Rd.

National Council of Jewish Women -
Louisville Section

NCJW, Louisville Section College Scholar-
ships: Deadline to apply is March 2

Did you know that NCJW, Louisville Sec-
tion has a scholarship fund administered
through the Community Foundation of
Louisville? We're honored to help offset
college expenses by awarding scholarships
to Jewish students pursuing undergradu-
ate degrees. For more information, see the
details below or contact Sarah Harlan at
executivedirector@ncjwlou.org.

Description: The National Council of Jew-
ish Women Scholarship Fund was estab-
lished to provide scholarship assistance in
the form of grants to help defray college or
university expenses of students who are of
Jewish faith.

Eligibility: Jewish faith; Resident of Ken-
tucky or Southern Indiana; Student must
have completed at least one semester of
college or university; Cumulative college
GPA of at least 2.5. Must demonstrate fi-
nancial need. The General Scholarship
Application, which includes the National
Council of Jewish Women Scholarship,
will close for submissions March 2 at 5
p.m. EST. The application is available via
the Community Foundation of Louisville’s
website: tinyurl.com/yc32jju8. Scholar-
ships are renewable.

Save the date for NCJW’s 4th Annual So-
nia and Dr. Ronald Levine Jewish Voice for
Choice Award, which will be held Wednes-
day, May 20 at 8:30 am at the Trager Family
JCC. Watch this space and the JCL weekly
email for more details coming soon.

Temple Shalom

Purim Celebration, Friday, March 6, 6:30
p.m.

Enjoy a silly Popeye-themed Purim spiel,
a shortened Sabbat service, reading of
the Megillah, and a delicious oneg. Please
RSVP to the Temple Shalom office at 502-

458-4739 or information@templesha-
lomky.org.

HIAS Refugee Shabbat, Friday, March 13,
6:30 p.m.

Come to celebrate a segment of our popu-
lation that has truly made America great,
not to mention the world’s oldest refugee
agency. There will be a guest speaker, read-
ing selections pertaining to refugees and
a speaker to be named soon. Elliot Eckel
will be the music leader for the evening. An
oneg will follow the service. Please RSVP
to the Temple Shalom office at 502-458-
4739 or information@templeshalomky.
org.

BLT (Bagels, Lox, and Torah), Saturday,
March 14, 10:30 a.m. at the Trager Fam-
ily JCC

Led by Rabbi Jacowitz Chottiner, Torah
study explores the themes of the weekly
Parshat and their relevance to today. Dis-
cussions are lively and engaging, and all
are welcome. Bagels, lox, and juice are
provided. Please note: There will not be
services at Temple Shalom that morning.

Shabbat Services, Fridays at 6:30 p.m. and
Saturdays at 10:30 p.m. at Temple Shalom
Shabbat services are led by Rabbi Jacowitz
Chottiner and members of the congrega-
tion. Music is provided both by a profes-
sional musician and synagogue members.
There will not be Shabbat morning ser-
vices on March 14 as we will have Torah
Study at the Trager Family JCC.

The Temple

Adult Education continues at The Temple.
Torah Study with Rabbi David is on Sat-
urdays at 9 a.m.; Temple Scholars is on
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. with Rabbi David
and 10:45 a.m. with Rabbi Matt; and Mon-
day night classes include Hebrew Bet with
Rabbi Matt, Text Study with Rabbi David,
and our next semester of Intro to Judaism
with Rabbi David and Rabbi Matt. The In-
tro to Judaism Class is a wonderful way
for people who are considering becoming
Jewish, interdating, and intermarried cou-
ples to learn together about Judaism. For
a full schedule and descriptions, please go
to thetemplelouky.org/adult-education
for more information.

The Louisville Council of Jewish Congre-
gations is hosting our third annual Jewish
Community Purim Carnival Extravaganza
and you are invited. Everyone is welcome,
whether a member of a synagogue, the
JCC, or unalffiliated. This event is free, but
RSVPs are requested. March 1 from 12:30
-3:30 p.m. at Adath Jeshurun. RSVP at
jewishcommunitysocial.com.

Join us for a family-friendly dinner Friday,
March 6 at 6 p.m. and Erev Shabbat Ser-
vices at 7 p.m. including the annual Purim
Shpiel performed by our Grade 2 and 3
students. There will be an oneg in honor
of Grades 2 and 3 immediately after ser-
vices. Dinner is $5 for Members who reg-
ister by March 3 and $10 at the door. Non-
Members are $18 per person and children
12 and under are free. Please make your
reservation by calling 502-423-1818 or reg-
istering at thetemplelouky.org/shabbat-
dinner.

Grab your tiles, card decks, your favorite
board game, and your friends, and join us
for WRJ Game Day Sunday, March 8, from
1-3 p.m. We'll provide light snacks and ask
that you bring a non-perishable item for
the Sonny and Janet Meyer Food Pantry at
JECS.

Join us Friday, March 13 at 7 p.m. for WRJ/
Sisterhood Shabbat during Women’s His-
tory Month.

Join The Temple Brotherhood Saturday,
March 14 at 10:30 a.m. for our Torah Cel-
ebration featuring the inclusive Brother-
hood No-Rehearsal Choir singing during
regular Saturday morning services. The
oneg will feature homemade matzah, grav-
lax, and bourbon.

Come join Rabbi Matt and Ellen Shaikun
for Tot Shabbat Friday, March 20 at 6 p.m.
Our Tot Shabbat will be a monthly, 15-min-
ute service with our youngest members in
mind, but will also be an opportunity to
meet other families. This event is open to
all. After Tot Shabbat ends at 6:15 p.m.,
we will welcome all the families to stay for
dinner. Tot Shabbat is free, but if you plan
to stay for dinner, please RSVP at thetem-
plelouky.org/grandparent-shabbat.

Join us March 20 for a family friendly din-
ner at 6 p.m. and Grandparent and Great-
Grandparent Shabbat at 7 p.m. as we
honor our grandparents and great-grand-
parents. Dinner is $5 for Members who
register by March 17 and $10 at the door.
Non-Members are $18 per person and chil-
dren 12 and under are free. Please make
your reservation by calling 502-423-1818
or registering online at thetemplelouky.
org/grandparent-shabbat.

Join Rabbi Matt Saturday, March 28 at
10:30 a.m. for our monthly Learner’s Ser-
vice and Lunch & Learn. In this discus-
sion-based service series, we will be learn-
ing about the history and function of the
blessings in the Shabbat Morning Service,
translating them together, and learning
some of the special melodies that accom-
pany many of these prayers. At 11:30 a.m.,
directly after services, everyone is invited
to continue the conversation from services.
The service and Lunch & Learn are open to
all and no background knowledge is need-
ed. If you would like a Zoom link, please
email rabbimatt@thetemplelouky.org.
Please RSVP at thetemplelouky.org/
learner or by calling 502-423-1818. $5 for
Members by March 24, $10 for Members at
the Door, $18 for Non-Members, Children
12 and under are free.

This year for Passover, join The Temple
as we focus on Deuteronomy 10:19, “You
shall love the stranger, for you were strang-
ers in the land of Egypt.” Each Seder will
feature Chef Z’s famous food with member
meals at $18 and non-member meals at
$36. Children meals will be available at no
charge. Please note: We will take reserva-
tions only with the name of every person
in your party, their meal preference, and
payment in full. Schedule and RSVP is at
thetemplelouky.org/Passover.

Calling all young adults! Join us Saturday,
April 4 at 6 p.m. for our Young Adult Seder.
We will begin our evening with a Passover-
friendly happy hour and havdalah, fol-
lowed by our seder with the theme of lov-
ing our neighbors, loving ourselves, and
building healthy relationships. This seder
is free to attend, but an RSVP is required
at  thetemplelouky.org/young-adult-
group so we can be sure to have enough
food and drinks. See you there, and Happy
Passover.

We are thrilled for the return of hiking
with Rabbi David. Join our favorite out-
door rabbi while we trek through the beau-
tiful trails of Kentuckiana. The first hike
will take place at the Falls of the Ohio April
5 at 9 a.m. RSVP at thetemplelouky.org/
hiking.

Trager Family Jewish Community
Center
CenterStage Presents Footloose — Continu-

ing through March 8 at the Shapira Foun-
dation Auditorium — Tickets on sale

When Ren and his mother move from Chi-
cago to a small farming town, he is pre-
pared for the inevitable adjustment period
at his new high school. But he’s not pre-
pared for the rigorous local edicts, includ-
ing a ban on dancing instituted by the lo-
cal preacher, who is determined to exercise
control over the town’s youth. For tickets
and more information, go online at je-
clouisville.org/centerstage

Footloose Silent Disco
Saturday, March 7

Get ready to keep the party going after
Footloose with our Silent Disco on Satur-
day, March 7! Immediately following the
performance and lasting until 11:30 p.m.,
you'll dance the night away with wireless
headphones, a high-energy vibe, and a fun
360° photo booth courtesy of PrimoFoto.
Tickets are just $20 (plus tax and service
fee) added on to your Footloose ticket
purchase. Reservations: tinyurl.com/
nhderncv

Sonny Meyer, director of Herman Meyer
and Son, will share his talk, A History of
Jews in Louisville from 1760 to the Pres-
ent March 4 at 6 p.m. at the Trager Fam-
ily JCC. Tickets are free for members of
the Filson Historical Society, and $10 for
prospective members. This talk recounts
important local institutions and people
from the earliest settlers through multiple
waves of immigration to recent events. He
brings a wealth of knowledge and years of
experience interacting with generations of
folks in the Jewish community, as well as
combing through local history in books
and primary resources at the Filson and
other Kentucky institutions. Come join
Sonny at the Trager Family JCC for what
will undoubtedly be a fascinating lecture,
and perhaps you’ll even learn something
about your own family or neighbors.

CenterStage Academy Performances
Tickets on sale now!

Disney’s The Lion King KIDS (Grades 2-5)
30-Minute Performances: March 12-15

Disney’s The Lion King Jr (Grades 6-8)
60-Minute Performances: March 19-22

More information:
academy

jeclouisville.org/

University of Louisville Jewish Stud-
ies Program

March 3, 1-2:15 p.m. virtually via Micro-
soft Teams

The Jewish Studies Program of the Univer-
sity of Louisville Presents the Albert and
Anita Goldin Memorial for Yiddish Culture
Lecture: Hannah Pollin-Galay will speak
about Occupied Words: What the Holo-
caust Did to Yiddish: A Virtual Presenta-
tion

We live in a paradoxical moment for Ho-
locaust memory. On the one hand, we en-
counter Holocaust analogies in the media
nearly every day. And yet, public under-
standing of Holocaust history is at a low.
One way to reengage with the experienc-
es of torment and survival under the Na-
zis is to study language—the words and
phrases that victims used to describe their
own plight, in real time. Together, we will
explore the stories behind key terms that
Yiddish speakers invented during the Ho-
locaust. Bringing us deep inside daily life
in ghettos and camps, these words also
help us grapple with contemporary ethical
questions.

Email diana.wilder@louisville.edu for
the virtual link.
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Jack Henry Taylor

Mazel Tov to Mer-
edith  and Matt
Taylor on the birth
of their son, Jack
Henry Taylor, born
November 19, 2025.
His big sister Palm-
er is so thrilled to
have a new best
friend! The happy grandparents are
Dana Warren, Suzanne Taylor, and Mat-
thew Taylor; the great grandparents Jane
and Steve Shapiro and Joyce Munroe are
beyond excited.

B’nai Mitzvahs

Helena Vivienne
Shapiro

Helena Vivienne
Shapiro, daughter
of Ashlee and Corey,
and sister of Reyna,
will be called to the
Torah as a Bat Mitz-
vah on Saturday,
& A March 21, 2026, at
10:30 a.m. at The Temple. Helena is in
Grade 7 at Noe Middle School. She plays
clarinet in the Noe Symphonic Band
and has been selected for the All-Coun-
ty Symphonic band, the Athena Honor
Band, and the Morehead State Univer-
sity Tri-State Honor Band. She also is a
member of Noe’s Future Problem Solv-
ing Club, Speech Team, and Swim Team.
She loves spending her summers at Be-
ber Camp. In her free time, she loves lis-
tening to musicals, cheering for Racing
Louisville, and reading. Helena and her
family invite the community to celebrate
her Bat Mitzvah and join them for a Kid-
dush luncheon following the service.

Obituaries

Lee Epstein

Dr. Lee Epstein passed away on Janu-
ary 23, 2026. He was a devoted husband,
father, and grandfather who put his
family above all else. He cherished his
friendships, many of which spanned de-
cades. He touched the lives of thousands
over the course of his extensive career as
a practicing psychologist. Lee’s kindness

and gentleness will be missed by all who
knew him.

He is survived by his wife of 56 years,
Lois Tarbis Epstein and his children,
Ryan (Stacy) Epstein and Elizabeth
Cantrell. He is also survived by the joys
of his life, his four grandchildren Elea-
nor and August Cantrell and Raymond
and Lily Epstein.

A celebration of Lee’s life will be held
at Pearson Funeral Home, 149 Brecken-
ridge Lane on March 8, 2026, from 4-6
p-m. Expressions of sympathy can be
sent to the Louisville Orchestra or Home
of the Innocents.

Esther Fox

Esther Fox, 89,
passed away Janu-
ary 24, 2026, sur-
rounded by her
family - less than an
hour before turning
90. Esther was born
and raised in Louis-
ville, KY. She gradu-
ated from Atherton
High School and briefly attended In-
diana University before focusing on a
degree in dental hygiene. She practiced
dental hygiene in Louisville before de-
voting all her energy to raising her chil-
dren and building her family.

Esther was proud of her Jewish faith
and while raising a family, she was also
quite active in the community in Lou-
isville. She was active with Hadassah
for many years and took several leader-
ship roles with Louisville’s Jewish Fed-
eration, eventually chairing the Women’s
Division of its annual campaign. She
helped start the campaign’s Fashion En-
core, which she later chaired. She also
served on the boards of the Jewish Com-
munity Center and Jewish Family & Vo-
cational Services (now Jewish Family
& Career Services). Her community in-
volvement was aligned with her passion
for the State of Israel. She visited Israel
five times and was labeled by friends as
a Zionist at heart. In 2007, she endowed
her support of the Federation annual
campaign and stated that her desire was
for Israel and the local Jewish commu-
nity to thrive in perpetuity.

In 1988, she built her own home on
Starlite Court, which became the cen-
tral location for Fox family Thanksgiv-
ing celebrations through 2024. Around
the that time she also began a more than
20-year career as a real estate agent.

Through her work, she learned to be
effective in managing her money while
still prioritizing her social activities. She
became a skilled investor in stocks, part-
ly learned from her long-time involve-
ment with friends in her stock club. She
was a loving mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother, a lifelong Louisville
Cardinal fan, a devoted attendee of the
Louisville Orchestra and a confident and
scrappy bridge player.

Esther is survived by her sons Sheldon
Fox (Debbie), Jeff Fox (Melanie) and
Gregg Fox (Leslie, and her daughter Tra-
ci “Shanni” Fox. She is also survived by
her grandchildren Bryan Fox (Angela),
Matt Fox (Morgan Abbott), Carly Ada-
jilan (Dan), Davis Fox (Kennady), Drew
Fox and Madison Fox; and by her great-
grandchildren Bryan Davis Fox Jr.,, Mi-
chael Abbott Fox, Cameron Abbott Fox,
Leah Louise Fox (Weezy), Parker Abbott
Fox and Elsie Lee Adajian. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents Samuel
and Betty Goldberg, and her beloved son
Bryan Lee Fox.

Funeral services were held January 29
at Adath Jeshurun, followed by burial in
Adath Jeshurun Cemetery. Donations in
Esther’s memory can be made to Con-
gregation Adath Jeshurun or the Jewish
Federation of Louisville.

Myron ‘Pebbles’
Goldstein

Myron  ‘Pebbles’
Goldstein, 86, was
born in Monticello,
New York, and spent
most of his life in
Louisville, Kentucky.
He was an Army vet-
eran and a graduate
of Atherton High
School and the University of Louisville.
Myron retired as a manager at Wenneker
Shoe Store in Oxmoor Center. He was a
fan of UofL sports, horse racing, and ca-
sinos.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Reuben and Pauline (Seidel) Gold-
stein.

Myron is survived by his sister, Henriet-
ta Schumer; his nephew, Chad Schumer;
and his very good friend of 60 years, Ei-
leen Mahoney. He will be missed by many.

A prayer service in Myron’s memory
was held Feb. 3 at Herman Meyer & Son,
followed by burial in Cave Hill Cemetery.
Memorial donations in his honor may be
made to the donor’s favorite charity.

Gerry Rose Kahn

Geraldine  “Ger-
ry” Rose Kahn, 93,
passed away peace-
fully on the morning
of February 6, 2026.
Born on March 22,
1932, in Louisville,
Kentucky, she was
the beloved daugh-
ter of the late Morris
and Bessie (nee Weinberg) Kahn.

Gerry was, in every sense, the heart
and soul of Keneseth Israel Congrega-
tion, where she devoted more than 58
years of faithful service as the congrega-
tion’s secretary. Her dedication extended
far beyond the office — she was a cher-
ished presence in the preschool and Sun-
day school programs, an active member
of Sisterhood, and a proud participant
in Bnai Brith. She also served on the
Keneseth Israel Congregation’s Bowl-
ing team. Her unwavering commitment
to her faith and community touched
countless lives across generations. She
was pure magic to her great-nieces and
great-nephews, who fondly remember
visiting her home, where a special closet
brimming with stuffed animals awaited
them — a treasure trove she lovingly
maintained so every young visitor could
play and feel welcome. Her warmth and
generosity made her home a place chil-
dren never wanted to leave.

Gerry lived a life full of passions and
pastimes. She was an avid bowler who
delighted in teaching her cousins the
sport, a talented needlepointer, and a vo-
racious reader. She was also a devoted
baseball fan who cheered enthusiastical-
ly for the Louisville Colonials, later the
Bats, Arizona Diamondbacks, and Los
Angeles Dodgers. Her love of the game
extended beyond the diamond — she
was a proud collector of baseball memo-
rabilia. Among her other prized collect-
ibles were her beloved Fehr Beer Bears,
a nod to Louisville’s brewing heritage.

Gerry never sought the spotlight, but
her steady presence, kindness, and re-
markable dedication left an indelible
mark on everyone who knew her. She
was a woman of faith, loyalty, and love
— and she will be deeply missed.

Gerry is survived by her cousins, My-
ron Pass, Harold (Anita) Pass, Stuart
(Karen) Pass, Hershel “Hershey” Wein-
berg, and Barbara Loeser; her grand-
nieces, Melanie, Leigh Ann, and Mer-
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edith; her grandnephews, David, Steven,
Scott, and Jason; and nine great-nieces
and great-nephews.

Funeral services were held February
8 at Herman Meyer & Son, followed by
burial in Keneseth Israel Cemetery.

Memorial donations may be made to
Keneseth Israel Congregation Preschool,
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, or
Tunnel to Towers Foundation

May her memory be a blessing.

John David Klein

John David Klein,
a lifetime resident
of Louisville, died
on February 16,
2026. He was 78.

He will be deeply
mourned by his
family: his wife of
45 years Sherry (Vi-
tato); his sons Jamie
(Angie) and Corey (Serena); his daughter
Vikki Gower (David); his grandchildren
Josh Walker and Samantha Walker; his
brother Robert (Lisa); and many neph-
ews and nieces.

John was a proud father, uncle, and
grandfather for whom the concept of
“step” was foreign; family was family. In
addition to his late parents— Libbie (Se-
gal) and James D. Klein—John was also
preceded in death by his sister Jill Klein
van Straaten, towards whom he had
been a famously pesky little brother but
for which he more than compensated by
doting on her young children, Laura and
Keith.

He loved escorting them, and later his
own children and other young family
members, to the Kentucky State Fair, the
circus, the zoo, or nearby horse farms or
strawberry “U-Pick” farms. He was al-
ways glad for a reason to visit Graeter’s
or Ehrler’s Hip Hop Sweet Shop.

Lucky loved ones would also join him
for University of Louisville basketball or
football games. He has season tickets to
both for decades, and a win could make
his day, while a loss could ruin his mood.

He was devoted to Sherry and to his

late mother during challenging times of
ill health. He enjoyed wonderful travels
with Sherry and with his cousin Bruce
Klein and his wife. He called his best
friends, including his brother, Pop, and
they called him that in return. He was
renowned for his fantastically unique
laugh, his warm sense of humor, and his
voracious appetite.

John grew up on Village Drive in the
Highlands, attended Atherton High
School, and later attended U. of L. He
was a commercial real estate broker
for 48 years, developing patio homes,
restaurants, and hotels in Louisville
and Southern Indiana. While serving as
president of the state chapter of CCIM, a
professional association in his field, he
missed the meeting meant to select the
next president. As a “punishment,” his
colleagues elected him to another term.

His tastes ran classic. He loved The
Band; Jackson Browne; Peter, Paul &
Mary; and Earth, Wind & Fire. And, ap-
propriately, his favorite movie was “It’s a
Wonderful Life.”

Funeral services were held on Feb 20
at Herman Meyer & Son, followed by
burial will follow in The Temple Ceme-
tery. Instead of flowers, those who knew
and loved John are encouraged to do-
nate in his memory to either The Temple
or the ACLU.

Arlene J. Parris

Arlene J. Parris,
age 84, passed away
peacefully January
31, 2026, lovingly
cared for by her sis-
ter Harriette (Par-
ris) Schuler and
the amazing staff
at Nazareth Home
Highlands.

Determined and fiercely independent
eldest daughter of Jessie and Dave Par-
ris, from the moment she stepped out
into the world, she put her everything
into being the best version of herself
both at work and at home.

A true life-long Louisvillian, she qui-
etly trail-blazed a path for both her lov-
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ing nieces Amie and Morgen Schuler
and grandniece Jane. Over the decades,
with little concern for titles or acclaim,
she worked tirelessly behind the scenes
for some of the city’s most influential
people. She found a great deal of joy and
satisfaction in being part of something
bigger than herself and from the grati-
tude and humble recognition offered by
those around her realizing her efforts.

While Arlene made her mark on the
world outside, she also loved solitary
pursuits like completing daily cross-
words and enjoying classic films. She
had a keen mind and a caring heart full
of both justice and compassion for her
family, friends and community. She will
be dearly missed, and we are forever
grateful to have had her in our lives.

Services were private with burial in
Anshi Sfard Cemetery. Memorial contri-
butions may be made to the donor’s fa-
vorite charity.

Mara Lai Raab

Mara Lai Raab
was born in Louis-
ville, KY October
11, 1929, to parents
Dorothy and Julius
Raab, and, after a
wonderful 96-year
life, passed away
peacefully January
29, 2026.

Mara Lai, or ML as most knew her,
grew up in Cleveland Ohio where she
learned to love the Cleveland Browns,
attended college at Ohio State (and re-
mained a Buckeye fan her whole life),
moved to California with her family, and
eventually returned to Louisville (where
she also became an avid UofL Cardinal
fan).

ML loved taking trips, golf, skiing, go-
ing out to dinner with friends and family,
and going to horse races.

When ML lived in Los Angeles,
she worked as bookkeeper for Alfred
Bloomingdale, founder of the Diners
Club credit card (one of America’s first),
for 20 years. While skiing at Edelweiss
Ski Club in 1963, ML met her best friend,
Jean Maccinille, who also lived in L.A.,
and remained friends with her for the
rest of her life. During their time togeth-
er they skied regularly (ML took Jean
off one mountain when she had a bro-
ken ankle), played golf Thursday nights,
went to Rams and Lakers games (cour-
tesy of Mr. Bloomingdale), enjoyed horse
racing at Hollywood Park, and traveled
together extensively. Their favorite desti-
nations were cruises and Las Vegas.

After the death of her father, Dr. Ju-

lius Raab (z”1), ML decided to move to
Louisville to be close to her sister, Phyllis
Grossman, and her family. ML fully inte-
grated herself into the Grossman family
and developed strong relationships with
her nephews, Larry, Bob, and Jay. While
in Louisville, ML and Jean still main-
tained their extremely close relationship.
They were more like sisters than friends.
When Jean married her husband Paul,
MLs home was the site of the wedding
reception. MLs surprise 50th birthday
party was at Jean’s home. Although Jean
lived in Alabama, they would talk at least
twice a day. When each of them had va-
cation time from work, they would travel
to the other’s state and spend their vaca-
tion time together, as well as every holi-
day season. Jean traveled to Louisville
annually and attended MLs 90th-birth-
day celebration in October 2019.

Upon her arrival in Louisville, ML
worked in the doctors’ office of Baron
and Kaplan. Leaving there, she joined
the family business, Spot Distributing
Company, traveling to gift shows and
selling imported candies and gift basket
supplies, eventually joining Teca, Inc.,
working there for over 30 years as an
Executive Administrative Assistant. That
firm grew to love her and continued to
support her until she quit working just a
year ago! Even into her mid-90s, ML still
managed to work as much as 30 hours a
week. When asked by one of her neph-
ews how she could look so young and
have so much energy to work 30 hours a
week in her 90s, she responded, “I never
got married and never had any kids.”

Although she never married, ML had
two long-term relationships. Her first
was in L.A. with Bob Neff (z”l) for 17
years. The second was with Tom Forbes
for over 30 years, and who she shared
her home and life with until she passed.

ML had an amazing heart. She was
the most caring and loving person to
her family, friends, co-workers, and just
about anyone she met. Mara Lai Raab
was the last of her generation. She is
survived by her nephews Larry and Bob
Grossman, Scott, David, Robert and Mi-
chael Raab and her friend/sister of 62
years, Jean Maccinille.

Graveside services were held February
1st at Adath Jeshurun Cemetery.

Donations in her memory may be
made to the Kentucky Humane Society,
the Rebecca and Barnet Linker Kiddush
Cup Fund at Congregation Adath Jeshu-
run in Louisville, or a charity of the do-
nor’s choice.
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Quietly sold by Jewish library, letter by famed 18th-century rabbi
surfaces at auction, fetching $400,000

By Asaf Elia-Shalev
JTA

A decade ago, amid a financial crisis,
the Jewish Theological Seminary turned
to its assets, selling real estate as well as
rare books from its world-renowned li-
brary. The book sales were private, and
the institution has never detailed what
was sold or for how much.

Now, a lost treasure from the library
has once again emerged at auction: this
time, a letter written and autographed
by the 18th-century Jewish luminary
Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, also known as
the Ramchal.

When it was housed at the library, the
letter belonged to a Ramchal collection
numbering hundreds of pages. Removed
from the collection and marketed to the
auction house’s Orthodox clientele as a
profound text by “a great and holy Kab-
balist,” the letter sold on Sunday for
nearly $400,000. The identities of the
seller and buyer are not publicly known.

The price reflects the massive ap-
peal of heritage items in a newly afflu-
ent Orthodox market, where rare texts
and autograph material are increasingly
treated as both status symbols and in-
vestment vehicles. It is a market the
auction house, Genazym, has helped su-
percharge by selling not just books, but
proximity to revered rabbinic figures.

Born in 1707, Luzzatto was an Italian
Jewish thinker, mystic and writer whose

Adult

influence far exceeded his brief life. His
best-known work, “Mesillat Yesharim,”
became a cornerstone of Jewish ethical
literature and remains widely studied
today. Though his mystical teachings
stirred suspicion among some contem-
poraries, later generations regarded him
as a major figure of Jewish thought.

In a famous 1928 essay titled “The Boy
from Padua,” the Hebrew poet Hayim
Nahman Bialik offered one of the most
enduring modern interpretations of Luz-
zatto’s legacy. Bialik described Luzzatto
as a forerunner of three great streams of
modern Jewish history: the Lithuanian
rabbinic tradition, Hasidism and the En-
lightenment.

The auctioned letter, spanning two
handwritten pages and addressed to his
mentor, captures Luzzatto engaged in a
detailed discussion of mystical concepts.
He uses the space to explain his reason-
ing and mentions additional writings
then in progress.

For scholars like David Sclar, the quiet
removal of Luzzatto’s writings from the
JTS library and their transfer to private
hands suggests a cultural decline.

“It's a scandal within the world of
scholarship and American Jewish insti-
tutions,” Sclar, a librarian at a Modern
Orthodox high school in New Jersey, said
in an interview. Sclar wrote his disserta-
tion on Luzzatto using primary sources
such as the auctioned letter.

He is also a former employee of the
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special collections division at
JTS who left the institution
years before the crisis that
precipitated the sell-off. He
sees the outcome of the auc-
tion as evidence of not only
wrongdoing but incompe-
tence.

“This is one of the items i
that they sold through the |
back door, which means they
sold it for probably virtually
nothing,” Sclar said. “And
the tragedy in all of this, be-
sides JTS sort of destroying
cultural heritage, is that it’s
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also stupid, because if they
had decided that they were
desperate for money then
just do an auction. Don’t do
it through the back door.”

The librarian at JTS, David Krae-
mer, declined a request for an inter-
view, directing questions to the institu-
tion’s spokesperson, who offered a brief
emailed statement.

“Decisions were made at the time with
careful consideration of what was in
the best interest of the institution,” the
spokesperson wrote.

In 2021, amid earlier revelations of
the library’s sell-off, Kraemer told the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency that he had
been ordered to sell items of his choos-
ing to raise a specified amount of money,

by Genazym
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Screenshot showing part of a handwritten 1731 letter
by Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto (the Ramchal), sold
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which he did not disclose.

In their defense of the sales, Kraemer
and other JTS officials said at the time
that the deaccessioned materials had
been digitized and were deemed to have
limited research value, allowing scholars
to access their contents even after the
originals left the collection. Seminary
leaders described the decisions as finan-
cially prudent and of minimal impact on
the library’s core mission.

Critics, however, argue that digitiza-
tion does not replace the scholarly and
cultural value of original manuscripts.
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Israel’s highest court rebukes government for blocking egalitarian
prayer at Western Wall

By Asaf Elia-Shalev
JTA

Israel’s highest court has delivered
a unanimous rebuke to state and mu-
nicipal authorities over long-stalled
plans to upgrade the Western Wall’s
egalitarian prayer section, intensify-
ing a dispute that has come to sym-
bolize broader tensions over religious
pluralism in Israel.

In a decision issued Thursday, an
expanded seven-justice panel of the
High Court of Justice ordered the na-
tional government and the Jerusalem
Municipality to move forward with
building permits needed for repairs
and infrastructure improvements at
the Ezrat Israel prayer platform, the
area designated for mixed-gender and
non-Orthodox worship south of the
main Western Wall plaza.

The ruling imposes strict proce-
dural deadlines aimed at ending what
the justices described as years of ex-
ceptional delay following a 2016 deal
to permit egalitarian prayer at the
holy site. Acceding to pressure from
haredi Orthodox politicians, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu froze
the deal the following year, triggering
a legal petition by Judaism’s Reform
and Masorti/Conservative movements,
Women of the Wall and Israeli reli-

gious pluralism advocacy groups.

Today, the groups say, area remains
difficult to access, lacks adequate fa-
cilities, and does not provide mean-
ingful proximity to the Wall’s stones
— conditions they view as discrimina-
tory toward non-Orthodox worship-
pers.

“For nine years, the state and the
municipality have been dragging their
feet and refusing to promote an egali-
tarian, respectful, and accessible alter-
native in the Ezrat Israel,” Attorneys
Ori Narov and Orly Erez-Likhovski,
who represent the Reform Movement
in Israel, one of the petitioners, said in
a statement to Times of Israel. “Now,
the court is ordering an end to the
foot-dragging.”

The court did not revisit legal ques-
tions surrounding prayer rights at the
site, emphasizing that the decision
focused on the “practical implemen-
tation” of matters already litigated.
Instead, the justices targeted bureau-
cratic obstacles that have repeatedly
slowed or blocked construction, par-
ticularly disputes involving planning
approvals and the Israel Antiquities
Authority.

The court ruled that existing gov-
ernment approvals are still valid and
that any remaining sign-off from the
Antiquities Authority must be decided
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Thousands of protesters gathered around non-Orthodox women, including a bat mitz-
vah girl and her family, at the Western Wall, July 29, 2022. (Noga Tarnopolsky)

within 14 days, removing key grounds
for further delays. After that, the state
must file new building permit re-
quests within 14 days. If officials don’t
respond within 45 days, it will count
as a rejection and the state must ap-
peal. The state and city must also up-
date the court within 90 days.

The decision arrives amid renewed
friction at the Western Wall, Judaism’s
holiest site and a focal point of Israel’s
long-running struggle over religious
authority. It also comes just one day
after Israeli police detained two lead-
ers of Women of the Wall during the
group’s monthly Rosh Chodesh prayer
service marking a new Jewish month.

The activists were briefly held after
conducting a Torah reading near the
site. Women of the Wall, which cam-
paigns for expanded women’s prayer
rights, has clashed for years with au-
thorities over practices permitted un-
der non-Orthodox traditions but re-
stricted in the gender-segregated main
plaza.

Pluralism advocates hailed the
court’s intervention as a significant
victory, noting both the unanimity of

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN. WHEN THEY DO,
CALL OUR AWARD WINNING TEAM FOR LEGAL HELP.

the decision and the ideological diver-
sity of the judicial panel.

“An expanded panel of the Supreme
Court, including conservative jurists,
has unanimously ruled that the Gov-
ernment of Israel and the Jerusa-
lem Municipality must put an end to
their foot dragging and get to work,”
said World Zionist Organization Vice
Chairman Yizhar Hess, a senior repre-
sentative of the Masorti/Conservative
movement, in a statement.

Hess accused authorities of main-
taining an “endless, creative litany of
excuses” to block repairs necessary
to ensure direct access to the Wall’s
stones at the egalitarian platform.
“This is a victory for those who believe
in Jewish pluralism in Israel and that
every Jew from every stream should
have the equal opportunity to pray ac-
cording to their custom at our holiest
site,” he said.
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