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Jubilation in bronze
Sculpture honoring Charles and 
Marian Weisberg back on display 
at the Trager Family JCC
By Andrew Adler  
Community Editor 

When you come through the front 
doors of the Trager Family JCC, swipe 
your membership card and stroll into 
the Weisberg Family Lobby, you see it: 
a bronze sculpture of a tree growing 
up and outward, its branches extend-
ing left and right, topped by figures in 
motion captured for an instant, forev-
er frozen in time.

 Created in 1989 by renowned Lou-
isville sculptor Barney Bright, the Tree 
of Life was commissioned by Weisberg 
brothers Frank, Ron and Alan and 
their respective families. They wanted 
to honor their parents – Charles and 
Miriam Weisberg – and chose Bright 
to be their artistic facilitator. (He died 
in 1997 at the age of 70.)

For more than three decades, the 
sculpture occupied a spot inside the 
former Jewish Community Center. 
When the old JCC closed in early 2022, 

the piece was brought to the Trager 
Family JCC and put in storage. But 
the intent was always to put it back on 
public display.

A few things had to be taken care of 
before that could happen, principally 
crafting a new base that would com-
plement Bright’s sculpture. Interior 
designer Robin Miller, a former Feder-
ation staffer who now sits on its board, 
was tasked with finding an appropri-
ate person to take on the assignment.

The project fell to Logan Blanken-
ship, a young Cincinnati furniture 
maker who on this day was prepar-
ing to secure Bright’s sculpture to an 
imposing slab of veneered white oak. 
Tape measure in hand, he made some 
final calculations “because we want to 
make sure it fits perfectly,” he said.

A mere block of wood simply 
wouldn’t do. White oak “is a higher 
quality wood,” explained Blankenship, 
who’d been hands-on since the preced-
ing October. “It’s very durable, very 

strong. You can basically make white 
oak about any color you can imag-
ine, from extremely light to extremely 
dark. So that gave us flexibility when 
I sent samples over, for the group to 
pick out what color they wanted to go 
with.”

The trick was figuring out how to se-
cure the sculpture to the base without 
any distracting elements. “The focal 

point is the sculpture, not the base,” 
Blankenship emphasized.

In other words, what’s most im-
portant is how Bright depicts figures 
in various activities: orchestra musi-
cians, swimmers, a circle of dancers 
whirling à la Matisse. A figure stands 
at a lectern, speaking to a group of 

Hurstbourne Corners 
9409 Shelbyville Rd, Suite 104

 

From shuls to science to social 
justice, the Jewish Heritage Fund  
is a pivotal philanthropic force
By Andrew Adler  
Community Editor

The Jewish Heritage Fund was estab-
lished in 2012 and seeded with $100 
million worth of proceeds when the 
Jewish Hospital organization became 
part of KentuckyOne Health. Another 
significant infusion of endowment dol-
lars came in 2017. Over the past decade 
– during which its assets would grow 
to approximately $300 million – JHF 
would become the principal philan-
thropic engine supporting Jewish inter-
ests in Louisville and throughout much 
of Kentucky. No other funding source 
reaches as far and as deep or touches as 
many lives in the regional Jewish uni-
verse. Indeed, since its founding JHF 
has distributed more than $80 million 

in grants to 110 recipients across the 
communities it serves.

“The Jewish Heritage Fund has been 
a true partner,” emphasizes Sara Klein 
Wagner, President and CEO of the Jewish 
Federation of Louisville and the Trager 
Family JCC., adding that “the creation of 
the JHF provided the gift of experiment-
ing, taking risks and dreaming.”

 Under Polson the Fund has demon-
strated “an understanding of the impact 
of matching gifts and support during 
the pandemic,” Wagner says, while at 
the same time “bolstering our collective 
response to growing security needs and 
ensuring that the recent demographic 
study of Jewish Louisville became a re-
ality. The JHF has committed itself to 
innovation, excellence and caring. How 

Trager Family JCC  
Participates in 
Pride Festival
SEE PAGE 9

Jewish LouisviLLe

community

See JHF on page 5

(L-R) Brothers Frank and Ron Weisberg stand next to the Barney Bright Tree of Life 
sculpture dedicated to their parents, Charles and Marian Weisberg, at the Trager 
Family JCC. (Photo by Robyn Kaufman)

JCRC Chair Beth Salamon elected 
to the National Council of Jewish 
Women’s national board
By Andrew Adler  
Community Editor 

Beth Salamon, State Policy Advocate 
Chair at the Louisville chapter of the 
National Council of Jewish Women, 
has been elected to the NCJW’s national 
board.

Salamon has long and deep experi-
ence in community affairs. She joined 
the Jewish Community Relations 
Council in 2009, and has chaired the 
JCRC since July of 2019. An alumna of 
Temple University’s law school, she’s 
drawn on her legal background while 
confronting some of the thorniest pub-
lic issues of the day.

“Beth Salamon is as strong as new 
rope,” says JCRC director Matt Golden. 

See SALAMON on page 4

See WEISBERG on page 23

Beth Salamon speaks at this past 
March’s NCJW Reproductive Freedom 
Breakfast (Photo courtesy of NCJW 
Louisville)
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THE DASHBOARD

Candles  
Here are the candle-lighting times for Shabbat in June:

• June       2       @      8:43 p.m.
• June       9       @      8:47 p.m.
• June      16      @      8:50 p.m.

• June      23     @      8:52 p.m.
• June      30     @      8:52 p.m.

Read Community Everywhere…
We have you covered, Louisville – on-

line. Community stories are posted regu-
larly at jewishlouisville.org/commu-
nity/. That also is where you can find 
breaking news ahead of our print dead-
line.

Maybe you like the look of a real paper 
without the, er … paper. Then check out 
Digital Community at jewishlouisville.

org/community/community-newspa-
per/print-version/.

If you read on the run, Community’s 
social media is just the thing. Follow us 
on Facebook at facebook.com/Jew-
ishLouisville/ or on Twitter, twitter.
com/JewishLouNews, for the latest 
Jewish news from Kentucky and around 
the world. 

Contacts
Got a story idea? A letter? A gripe? A 

kudo?
Send it along to Community at com-

munity@jewishlouisville.org.
Not getting your paper? Want to sub-

scribe? Putting your subscription on 
hold? Gayle Shoemkaer can handle 

all circulation questions. She can be 
reached at gshoemaker@jewishlouis-
ville.org or 502-238-2770.

Got an item for the Community eblast? 
Send it to community@jewishlouis-
ville.org.

Deadlines
Got a news item for Community? 

Deadlines matter, especially for 
newspapers. Send in your news by 
Monday, June 19 (though sooner is 
better). 

The paper will be published on  

Friday, June 30.
Submitting an item for Community’s 

weekly eblast? Please submit it by Friday 
to community@jewishlouisville.org. 
The eblast is sent out every Monday 
afternoon.

Corrections/Clarifications 
Have a correction? Send it to  

community@jewishlouisville.org.

Snapshots

Since 2006, Jewish Family & Career Services has hosted the MOSAIC Awards to “recognize Louisville’s 
diverse leaders, changemakers, and humanitarians who are making an impact in our community.” This 
year’s event took place on Tuesday, May 9, when five recipients were honored during a reception and 
dinner at The Olmsted. MOSAIC, by the way, is short for Multicultural Opportunities for Success and 
Achievement In our Community. Pictured L-R: Kentucky State Representative Nima Kulkarni, one of the 
evening’s five recipients; JFCS CEO David Finke. (Photos by Andrew Adler)

Word of the Month
This Shavuot, one Rabbi is making Teshuva

It’s curious and ironic how a person can 
be a committed, observant Jew for his 
entire adult life but, on the other hand, 
is unable to broker an honest relation-
ship with G-d. I confess: For the past two 
decades I have and do believe Torah is a 
Divine document;, I’ve practiced mitzvot 
diligently and, have been passionately de-
voted to Jewish life and teachings – , but 
until recently, I knew not what it meant 
to have faith and possessed almost no ca-
pacity to trust in G-d. Oddly enough, the 
Israelites went through a similar experi-
ence at Mt. Sinai, an experience our com-
munity will soon celebrate on Shavuot 
(beginning May 25 at sundown). 

Camped around the base of Mt. Sinai, 
having already marveled at the power of 
G-d at the Red Sea, and now upon see-
ing the mountain covered in smoke, the 
Earth shaking, the Universe vibrating, 
the Israelites have their Na’aseh v’Nishma 
moment – we will obey, and thereafter 
we will understand. This disposition is 
considered by the Sages to be the high-
est crest of faith because we ‘preceded 
understanding with acceptance’; we had 
seen enough proof of G-d’s existence and 
providence to resolve to obey even that 
which we did not yet understand.

Yet mere days after this supposed cli-
max in faith, when Moses does not re-
turn at the exact time expected, imme-
diately the tribes clamor against Aaron 
demanding a molten deity to worship. 
This monumental lapse in judgment is 
forever etched into the collective Jewish 
consciousness. It is the Jewish parallel to 
the Catholic concept of Original Sin, only 
it is not innate; it is caused. More impor-
tantly, it is not inalterable; we can fix our 
wrongs. Moreover, by fixing this defect 
we can come to an even higher level of 
faith than whence we started.

The true miracle of Shavuot is not the 
thunderous blasting of a nonlocal shofar 
vibrating the Universe, nor the smok-
ing earthquake-fire that consumed the 
mountain when G-d spoke. The most 
miraculous event at Mt. Sinai was that 
the Israelites performed teshuva, were 
forgiven, and thereby ascended to new 
heights. 

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik was con-
sidered the preeminent giant, the Godol 
of American Judaism throughout the 
mid-twentieth century. His annual lec-
tures on teshuva ([repentance, but liter-
ally ‘return’)] was the most anticipated 
event of the year for Orthodox Jews. 
Throughout his many published works, 
Rav Soloveitchik, known colloquially as 
the Rav, identifies three distinct, albeit 
overlapping Jewish typologies; religious 
man, halakhic man, and the [lonely] man 
of faith. Rabbi Pinchas Peli, a close friend 
and later biographer of the Rav, attempts 
to chisel out a fourth typology, known as 
Repentant Man. This fourth archetype, 
Peli implies, is the product of a spiritu-

al evolution mandated by the directive 
of the three primary archetypes so, in a 
strange way, Repentant Man is the most 
highly evolved of them all. This is sup-
ported where the penitent stand, even the 
completely righteous cannot stand. 

There is no need to belabor the philo-
sophical moorings of making teshuva 
except to say that one of the key ingredi-
ents, for Peli, Soloveitchik and the great 
Maimonides, is CONFESSION:; One can 
be penitent and penitent know in their 
hearts the wrongs they have done. But 
until they express them in written or 
spoken words, they remain nebulous, 
and thus their repentance is incom-
plete. Teshuva gemura, complete return 
to G-d, requires one to confess publicly. 
So here goes…I am a person in active re-
covery from alcoholism. It is a disease, 
not a crime or misdemeanor; I did not 
decide to become addicted to alcohol. 
Nevertheless, in my failure to recognize 
and address this problem I have created 
tremendous difficulties for other people; 
wife and children of the husband and 
father they need and deserve. I deprived 
my synagogue and the Louisville Jewish 
community of the rabbi they chose and 
wanted as a leader.

Were it not for the loving and truthful 
admonition of my Adath Jeshurun fam-
ily, for which I am eternally grateful, this 
disease would have cost me much more. 
It could have taken my life. It is for this 
reason that I have made the difficult but 
necessary decision to resign from my po-
sition as Senior Rabbi of Adath Jeshurun. 
My time here was too short, but if I am 
to share one thing of importance which 
I have learned here let it be this; alcohol-
ism is a disease that affects Jews equally 
as it does the rest of the population. In fact 
we are even more at risk due to our com-
munal stigma, our delusional insistence 
we are immune and that it is a moral fail-
ing. As a result our Jewish brothers and 
sisters, husbands, wives, friends, daugh-
ters, sons are dying of a disease which is 
entirely treatable. This is madness. If you 
are suffering from this or any addiction, 
please reach out to someone and ask for 
help. You do not have to face this alone. I 
share my story out of conviction that we 
as a community MUST break the stigma 
around addiction. Millions of Americans 
suffer from addiction; many are dying 
and many more still suffering. Give us a 
fighting chance.

There is now great hope and an open 
road before me. So long as I remain hum-
ble and honest with myself, I will become 
a better man, husband, father, rabbi than 
I have ever been. I know now that, while I 
have had many powerful, inspiring expe-
riences on my Jewish journey, the most 
radical transformation of faith and heal-
ing is yet to come. This is good news.

Hag Sameach Y’all

Joshua Corber is Senior Rabbi at Congre-
gation Adath Jeshurun.

For those suffering from addiction, there 
is help.  Our partners at Jewish Family & 
Career Services offer peer-based alcohol 
support and counseling, intervention and 
treatment services to the broader com-
munity to further recovery.  JFCS can be 
reached at (502) 452-6341.

D’var Torah

Rabbi Joshua 
Corber



3600 Dutchmans Lane
Louisville, Kentucky 40205

jewishlouisville.org

To donate online: jewishlouisville.org/give or scan QR code

To make a pledge, payable by December 31, 2023, email 
federation@jewishlouisville.org.

Your contributions to the Jewish Federation 

of Louisville’s Annual Campaign help support 

critical initiatives, both here and around the world. 

Whether funding food banks, helping resettle refugees, 

bolstering mental health services or inspiring the next generation 

of Jewish leaders we are strongest when we act as one.

TODAY IS YOUR DAY. Please join us in making a pledge to the 2023 Federation Annual Campaign.

TO THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY PLEDGED, WE ARE GRATEFUL.

JOIN THE JOURNEY AS WE
YOU MAKE OUR GOOD WORK POSSIBLE.

GO FORWARD!
THANKS TO YOU,
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“She is an unbelievably fierce advocate 
for the Jewish people and, even more 
importantly, for just causes that im-
pact our community. I also think she 
has one of the most impressive moral 
compasses that I have ever seen in any-
body; she has an innate ability to know 
what is the ‘right thing to do’ and isn’t 
afraid to do it. Our community is lucky 
to have her and our JCRC is lucky to 
have her as our Chair.”

In her advocacy role at Louisville 
NCJW, Salamon tracks the progress of 
bills in the state general assembly that 
affect Kentucky women and families, 
particularly regarding access to repro-
ductive healthcare. The U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision overturning Roe v. 
Wade – with ramifications extending 
throughout most of the nation – makes 
her ascendancy to the national board 
particularly relevant.

The battlelines are stark. During just 
the past several weeks, debate has raged 
over the availability of mifepristone 
(a.k.a. RU-486) for medicinal abortion. 
As an island of blue in the ocean of red 
that is Kentucky, Democratic Louisville 
has the unenviable task of going up 
against the overwhelmingly Republi-
can legislature.

 “It’s a barrier, but it’s also an opportu-
nity,” Salamon acknowledges. “We have 
to take what we feel is the right thing to 
do and find a way to make it work. And 
you know, not everything about Ken-

tucky is necessarily a negative. I think 
living in a smaller state, you get oppor-
tunities on national boards and things 
like that.”

Founded in 1893 and now number-
ing about 180,000 members, NCJW 
calls itself “the old-
est Jewish women’s 
grassroots organiza-
tion in the country, 
continually guided 
by Jewish values 
that call on us to 
improve the lives of 
the most vulnerable 
women, children, 
and families.” 

Whether on a lo-
cal or national lev-
el, NCJW focuses 
its attentions on a 
portfolio of core is-
sues, affecting women, children and 
families. Not surprisingly, reproductive 
freedom tops the list, along with vari-
ous iterations of healthcare. Beyond 
those parameters, NCJW grapples with 
such concerns as immigration, equal 
pay and paid parental leave, gun vio-
lence, supporting the Ukrainian people, 
and efforts by the Israeli government to 
weaken its judiciary.

“We rely on Beth’s knowledge of is-
sues – as well as her connections to 
community leaders, like-minded orga-
nizations, and local and state officials 
- to guide us through NCJW’s advocacy 
work,” says Nancy Chazen, NCJW Lou-
isville’s executive director. “She is a 
valuable liaison between the National 

NCJW office and our office here to lead 
the policy efforts in Kentucky.”

In terms of priorities, “right now, 
reproductive rights are first and fore-
most in my mind,” Salamon says. “And 
I’m really proud of the fact that NCJW 

leans into being 
progressive and 
Jewish at the 
same time – it 
occupies a faith-
based space with 
a different nar-
rative. Choice 
is definitely one 
of those areas 
where I think we 
can have great 
impact.”

The Supreme 
Court’s June 
2022 decision in 

Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Or-
ganization – coming almost 50 years 
after Roe v. Wade codified a constitu-
tional right to abortion – was an unde-
niable blow. Yet Salamon believes that, 
taking a long view of law and legisla-
tion, it’s still possible to produce mean-
ingful post-Dobbs reforms.

It might be that “strategy-wise, we 
start saying ‘Okay, this has been 50 
years in the making, but maybe we can 
do the same thing the other side did, 
which is chip away at the total ban that 
we have now,’” she says, “and at least 
see if we can get some common-sense 
exceptions placed in the law.”

Salamon’s election to the National 
Board reflects her longtime commit-

ment to moving the needle of signifi-
cant social change.

“What a wonderful recognition of 
Beth’s talent and work,” says Sara Klein 
Wagner, President and CEO of the Jew-
ish Federation of Louisville and the 
Trager Family JCC. “There is no doubt 
she will be a significant thinker and 
participant in setting the national agen-
da and priorities of the organization. I 
look forward to seeing the impact.”

There are 58 NCJW sections in the 
U.S., though much of the activity has 
centered on areas with larger Jewish 
populations. Indeed, one of Salamon’s 
incentives for joining the national 
board was to help balance its represen-
tation.

 “I think the national organization is 
realizing that they need some diversity,” 
she says. “It’s just my gut feeling about 
this – I don’t have confirmation. But 
we would go to national board meet-
ings, and in some of the redder states, 
we’re finding that the national messag-
ing was challenging. So I think they’re 
trying to broaden their national board 
perspective.”

 “We are thrilled for her, both profes-
sionally and personally, to serve on the 
national NCJW board,” Chazen says, 
adding that Salamon “will give a voice 
and perspective on issues in a state that 
is often challenged in providing social 
justice, like reproductive freedoms, 
for women and families. We know she 
will ‘Kentuckian-ize’ the discussions of 
these issues to help identify actionable 
advocacy work in a state like ours.”

NEWS
SALAMON 
Continued from page 1

“... I’m really proud of the 
fact that NCJW leans into 
being progressive and 
Jewish at the same time – 
it occupies a faith-based 
space with a different 
narrative.”

–Beth Salamon 

Partnership2Gether is an extraordinary global platform promoting people-to-people 
relationships through cultural, social, medical, educational, and economic programs.

Follow Partnership2Gether events on Facebook:
https://tinyurl.com/P2GLou

Powered by

Partnership2Gether’s  
25th Anniversary Celebration!

Israel at 75! Partnership2Gether at 25!
Travel to Israel, Be a Part of the Parties!!

Western Galilee Partnership is celebrating 25th anniversary!

November 6-9, 2023

HealthTech & Healthcare Innovation
at the Galilee Medical Center 

A Seminar for Physicians, Hospital Administrators, and 
Medical Professionals sponsored by Partnership2Gether 

and Galilee Medical Center

November 5 - 9, 2023

Mark your calendars! 

HealthTech & 
Healthcare Innovation
at the Galilee Medical Center
A Seminar for Physicians, Hospital Administrators, 
and Medical Professionals

NOVEMBER 5 - 9, 2023 

Sponsored by Partnership2Gether and Galilee Medical Center

Interested in digital health?
Searching for new technology to support your clinical work?
Want a better understanding of industry buzzwords such as 
telemedicine and AI?
Join the HealthTech seminar...this weeklong seminar offers an in-
depth look at innovation and health-tech from idea formation, to launch, 
to strategic and operational management of health-related technologies. 
Lectures by leading experts in the field including an Israeli entrepreneur 
as keynote speaker. Join colleagues for a unique opportunity to learn about 
Israel’s digital and HealthTech revolution. And, the seminar coincides with 
celebrating 25 years of Partnership2Gether Western Galilee!

HIGHLIGHTS: 
• Presentations on the future of telemedicine and health-tech 
• How to move from an unmet need and product development 

to execution
• Visits to digital health hub 
• Clinical track for participants and their Israeli colleagues 

Galilee Medical Center’s Innovation Program is on 
its way to being a thriving HealthTech ecosystem and hub for 
medical innovation and entrepreneurship in the Western Galilee 
serving as a national and international HealthTech stronghold. 
Our partnership region ensures a welcoming ambiance during 
your visit to Israel. Optional pre-course Shabbat spent in 
Jerusalem to be available.

DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE BY CONTACTING SHARON MANN AT 
SharonM@gmc.gov.il 

westerngalilee.org.il
gmc.org.il

Cultural Israel Tour 
A Tour of Food, Wine, Culture, and Partnership, in 

conjunction with the Jewish Federation of Greater Dayton.

November 8 - 12, 2023
(Pre-trip to Jerusalem & the Dead Sea November 5-8)

For more information, contact Amy Fouts, 
p2g@jewishlouisville.org

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF LOUISVILLE GRATEFULLY  

ACKNOWLEDGES DONATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING: 

JEWISH FEDERATION  
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 

In memory of Gerry Snyder

Julie Koff

Magnolia Springs Louisville

Sarah & Chuck O’Koon

Debbie & David Perellis

Gary & Marianne Reynolds

In memory of Howard Levine

Denise Schiller

SADYE & MAURICE GROSSMAN 
COMMUNITY SERVICE  

CAMP FUND
Honoring Gerry Snyder’s 103 

years of life, from her family who 
loves her dearly 

Judie Sherman & Family

BAER GOLDBERG FAMILY TRUST
In honor of Linda & Stuart 
Goldberg’s 60th wedding 

anniversary

Angie Fleitz

Nancy Moser

SANDRA K. BERMAN SHALOM 
LOUISVILLE FUND

In memory of Gerry Snyder

Alan & Janice Glaubinger

ACTIVE SENIORS PROGRAM
In loving memory of Gerry Snyder

Steve & Nancy Snow

TRAGER FAMILY JCC
In memory of Gerry Snyder

Kenneth Cooper

Dr. & Mrs. Gary Fuchs

Linda & Stuart Goldberg

Jeff Perellis

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Marshall 
Siegel’s 40th wedding 

anniversary

Mrs. Jean Trager

In Memory of Lois Shapero

Mrs. Jean Trager

3600 Dutchmans Lane • Louisville, KY 40205 
502.459.0660 • jewishlouisville.org
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fortunate are we all.”
 Earlier this month Community Man-

aging Editor Andrew Adler sat down 
with Jeff Polson, the Jewish Heritage 
Fund’s president and CEO, to talk 
about the fund’s core programs and its 
post-pandemic strategies. The inter-
view, conducted in JHF’s offices on the 
16th floor of downtown’s PNC Tower, 
has been condensed and lightly edited 
for clarity.

I wanted to begin with a phrase 
I saw in your mission statement 
that says, “We will encourage re-
sponsible risk-taking in pursuit 
of excellence.” Tell us a bit about 
what “responsible risk-taking” 
means, and how that notion has 
evolved in a post-pandemic envi-
ronment.

 
If you go back to the origins of who 

we are, you can trace it back to 1903 
with the founding of Jewish Hospital. 
Over the decades Jewish Hospital de-
veloped a reputation for medical in-
novation and for medical firsts, so they 
were willing to take risks as was related 
to medical care. As we as an organi-
zation, and our board, started having 
conversations about ‘What is our mis-
sion?’ And the vision – the ‘responsible 
risk-taking,’ seemed like it was part of 
our DNA.

How that translates into grantmak-
ing is working with our community 
partners, who really are the backbone 
of what we do, and helping them under-
stand that it’s not about the things that 
are proven, but that we’re willing to take 
chances and experiment with different 
ways of doing things. It’s understand-
ing that even if a specific initiative isn’t 
successful, if we learn something then 
it’s worth the investment, because hope-
fully it’ll help them submit better grants.

 
Consistent with its Jewish Hos-

pital origins, JHF devotes the bulk 
of grantmaking resources to ad-
dress healthcare issues. In 2022, 
for example, about $5.2 million in 
grants for Health. The next biggest 
support category, slightly more 
than $3.15 million, was went to-
ward supporting what JHF calls 
Jewish Life, followed by $900,000 
in grants to U of L’s Health Scienc-
es Center.

At present, JHF is centering its 
Health energies on at-risk adoles-
cents, which the fund defines as 
comprising 12 to 24-year-olds.

 
We spent quite a few rounds of grant-

making just to understand the land-
scape. And then we wanted to focus 
more closely on a specific area, so we 
looked at the community as a whole 
– where grant dollars were going, and 
where grant dollars weren’t going. And 
we identified the adolescent popula-
tion. We saw a lot of funds flowing into 
pre-K and early child/prenatal (pro-
grams). There weren’t a lot of dollars, 
particularly philanthropic dollars, go-
ing into this adolescent/young adult 
age. So about three-and-a-half years 
ago, the board made the decision.

 
Qualifying for a grant is a multi-

layered process.
 
It begins with a conversation with 

one of our program officers. And if 
there’s alignment, they’ll be invited to 
submit an application…And if there’s 
not alignment, we want them to know 
upfront, so they don’t spend valuable 
time on a grant that wouldn’t align with 
what we’re looking to fund.

That application is then reviewed by 
staff. We often work with partners to 
answer questions that we anticipate. 
Then a recommendation goes to the 
grants committee…(who) use our rec-
ommendations as a starting point. It’s 
then referred to the full board, which 
makes the final decision.

 
(At this point were joined by Jamie 

Jorrisch, JHF’s program officer for Jew-
ish Life)

I’m focused on building relationships 
with all Jewish organizations, and the 
folks in leadership positions there. The 
more I know about what they’re think-
ing and doing, the more helpful we can 
be as our role of the funder in trying 
to find opportunities…and the kind of 
impact we want to make. We think of 
our interactions with our partners or 
our grantees in a relational way, not a 
transactional way.

 
Jewish Life recipients include 

familiar names: area synagogues, 
the Jewish Federation of Louis-
ville/Trager Family JCC, National 
Council of Jewish Women, several 
university based Jewish Studies 
programs, the Filson Historical 
Society’s Jewish Community Ar-
chives, and so on. Is there an ex-
ample of a newer group entering 
the mix?

 
(Polson): There are organizations we 

work with that further Jewish values, 
like the (Journeys of Faith) grant we 
did recently with the Louisville Orches-
tra that highlighted Jewish and Black 
composers. That was a large, sophisti-
cated organization, but we still needed 
to get to know them and what they were 
trying to accomplish.

(Jorrisch): I’d like to just add that 

some of the organizations 
doing the most impactful 
work are those small, re-
ally grassroots organiza-
tions that don’t have a big 
staff and don’t have the 
know-how and the train-
ing to be able to write a 
perfect grant. So in those 
cases, we’ll go the extra 
step and check our expec-
tations about what we’re 
looking for, and perhaps 
not hold them to the same 
bar as someone who has 
a complete, professional 
development.

 
Jewish Heritage 

Fund grants typical-
ly range from a few 
thousand dollars to 
well into six figures. 
This past month, 
JHF gave $500,000 to 
Goodwill Industries 
of Kentucky to help 

construct an Opportunity Center 
in West Louisville, which will em-
brace a broad array of social ser-
vice industries.

 
(Polson): The Goodwill grant was 

interesting to us because a number of 
partners we work within a regular basis 
are co-locating there.

 

The past 18 months have been 
tough on a lot of financial portfo-
lios. Did JHF’s assets take a sub-
stantial hit?

 
(Polson): It’s no different from your 

401(k) or my 401(k) that fluctuate 
with the market, but that’s the impor-
tant role of the investment committee, 
and why we have an outside invest-
ment firm that’s tasked with monitor-
ing that on a regular basis…It’s always 
the goal for the endowment to be stable 
or growing. But significant periods of 
downturn – all foundations may face 
that. Thus far our board and invest-
ment committee have been effective in 
ensuring that funds are available for us 
to meet requests, and that we’re able to 
continue to invest in all the communi-
ties we serve.

 
Is there ever a danger of getting 

too close to recipients, particularly 
those with a long history of receiv-
ing JHF support? Can you have a 
multi-year grantmaking relation-
ship and still remain objective?

 
(Polson): We have a role to play, but 

the partners are the ones doing the hard 
work, who are on the front lines. We’re 
temporary stewards of these funds that 
we hope are generational. We’re just 
lucky to have the seats right now.

NEWS

(L-R) Jewish Heritage Fund Program Officer Jaime Jor-
risch with President and CEO Jeff Polson (Photo by 
Andrew Adler)

JHF 
Continued from page 1
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Looking for God in all the right places

Never having been a 12-year-old girl, 
I can’t claim membership in the fellow-
ship of first-hand Judy Blume acolytes. 
But with all the buzz accompanying the 
recently released film adaptation of “Are 
You There God? It’s Me, Margaret,” I de-
cided that further resistance was futile. 
So I hopped on to Amazon, downloaded 
the 1970 novel’s Kindle edition, and spent 
the next hour reading, thinking and won-
dering.

I wasn’t doing this simply on a whim 
– there was method in my literary mean-
dering. Margaret is the daughter of an in-
terfaith couple: Mom is Christian, Dad is 
Jewish, but there are no Christmas trees 
vying with menorahs for pride of place in 
the family’s the living room. Instead, the 
parents are rearing their child in a delib-
erately non-religious household.

Margaret, however, is uneasy amid this 
sectarian hyper-neutrality. She is on a 
kind of vision quest, seeking – if not spiri-
tual fulfilment, at least some degree of 
spiritual enlightenment. In another con-
text, it’s what we might call an identity 
crisis, except that here, identity is chroni-
cally elusive.

Life isn’t exactly an unalloyed delight 
for this pre-teen. The family has just 
moved from an apartment in Manhattan 
to a house in New Jersey, where a spa-
cious yard is scant recompense for lost 
friends and presumed delicatessen medi-

ocrity. As if this cultural uprooting wasn’t 
enough, Margaret (and the small circle of 
girls that become her new companions) 
are grappling with the slings and arrows 
of imminent puberty. Who’ll be first to get 
her period? To begin to fill out her train-
ing bra (not including another girl who’s 
already attained physical womanhood)? 
When, and exactly how, should one kiss 
a boy?

Blume’s frank treatments of such con-
cerns were startling in 1970, and fifty-odd 
years later, sensibilities haven’t improved 
all that much: “Are You There God? It’s 
Me, Margaret” is still routinely yanked 
from school library shelves. The girls’ col-
lectively chanted mantra – “We must, we 
must, we must increase our bust!” – is for 
some adults an affront to decency and 
an invitation to debauchery. (BTW, is the 
word “bust” part of any current-day teen-
ager’s anatomical vocabulary?)

All this is fascinating in its own way, 
but not central to my interest here. I’m far 
more intrigued with how Margaret parses 
religious dogma, regardless of which spe-
cific faith is involved. A key personality 
is her Jewish paternal grandmother, Syl-
via, whom Margaret adores. Unlike her 
maternal grandparents – who disowned 
Mom for marrying a Jewish man – Syl-
via has always been friendly to Margaret’s 
mother.

Nonetheless, Bubbe would like nothing 
more than for her granddaughter to em-
brace Judaism. When Margaret attends 
synagogue services on one Rosh Hasha-
nah, Sylvia proudly introduces her to the 
resident Rabbi. Could this be a spiritual 
tipping point? Perhaps.

Not quite. Margaret is a restless soul, 
yearning to understand, to belong, to 
adore.

“My parents don’t know I actually talk 
to God,” she muses. “I mean, if I told them 

they’d think I was some sort of religious 
fanatic or something. So I keep it very 
private. I can talk to him without moving 
my lips if I have to. My mother says God 
is a nice idea. He belongs to everybody.”

A bit later: “You know God, my new 
friends all belong to the Y or the Jewish 
Community Center. Which way am I sup-
posed to go? I don’t know what you want 
me to do about that.”

Ecumenically diverse, Margaret book-
ends her shul visit by accompanying a 
friend to a Catholic church, where mys-
teries of the confessional box suggest a 
revised set of possibilities. “Still, I didn’t 
really feel you, God. I’m more confused 
than ever. I’m trying hard to understand 
but I wish you’d help me a little

 Yet it’s in her private, one-on-one con-
versations with God that Margaret finds 
her spiritual truth. Hers is an intimate 
embrace, not burdened by anyone else’s 
expectations. For all of her adolescent in-
securities, she is remarkably confident in 
evolving as an empathetic human being.

Margaret’s God is no El Shaddai, the 
God Almighty who reveals himself to Mo-
ses on Mt. Sinai. Her revelation – indeed, 
her claim to genuine self-identity – is that 
a truly compelling relationship with God 
acts in partnership with her own willing-
ness to step outside her once-constrain-
ing boundaries.

By the close of Margaret’s narrative, 
having at long last gotten that elusive first 
period (“Now I am growing for sure. Now 
I am almost a woman!”), allows herself 
an interlude of spiritual gratitude:

“Are you still there, God? It’s me, Marga-
ret. I know you’re there God. I know you 
wouldn’t have missed this for anything! 
Thank you God. Thanks an awful lot….”

Andrew Adler is Managing Editor of  
Community.

Andrew
Adler

Mindful 
Ramblings



MAY 26, 2023 Y 6 SIVAN 5783 Y Community 7  

FORUM
We are all at Sinai

Seven weeks ago we celebrated 
Passover and the exodus of the Jew-
ish people from slavery in Egypt, and 
we began counting the Omer – liter-
ally, the days leading up to the fes-
tival of Shavuot. We left behind the 
shackles of slavery to rejoice in Sha-
vuot: both a communal gathering and 
an acknowledgement of becoming a 
people by receiving the Torah, togeth-
er, at Mt Sinai. 

While the revelation at Sinai was 
over 3,300 years ago, there is a mi-
drash that has been passed down that 
says we were all at Sinai. I love the 
expression we often use when meet-
ing someone familiar: “We must have 
stood together at Sinai.” I have always 
connected with that imagining of that 
all Jews were present at Sinai. Not 
just those who left Egypt, but every 
Jew – past, present and future, young 
and old, even those yet to choose to 

become Jewish. The miracle of Torah 
was received by each person in a way 
every one of them could understand.

So how is this relevant and meaning-
ful in 2023/5783/? 
I’d put it this way: 
that standing to-
gether is crucial 
if we are truly to 
care for and sup-
port each other. 
As a community 
we honor inclusiv-
ity by recognizing 
how, just as each person at Sinai was 
unique, so is each one we stand with 
today. 

Did the Israelites simply show up at 
Sinai? Were they prepped? Encour-
aged? Like us, they needed details, 
time, and preparation. When we work 
to bring people together today, we 
must share expectations and open-
ness to ensure that everyone knows 
they are included – whether they are 
LGBTQIA, interfaith families, young 
and old, regardless of their abilities. 
Shavuot vitally reminds us to make 
certain we genuinely embrace those 
of us who struggle to fit in, because 
there are myriad ways to live an au-
thentic Jewish life. Just as we were 
all at Sinai, the future belongs to all 
of us. 

What are some opportunities on 
the horizon for you to participate in? 
In June we will join the community 
walking in the Kentuckiana Pride 

Parade. We are 
completing rais-
ing funds for a 
special project 
to build a new, 
disability-acces-
sible playground 
on our campus 
to make certain 
all children can 

play and interact together. And we 
still need your support for the 2023 
Federation Annual Campaign. The 
campaign is the oxygen of our com-
munity. You may never know or see 
the faces of the people you help lo-
cally or across the globe. The families 
struggling to stay safe in Ukraine, 
or those who need our help here at 
home, were also standing alongside 
us so many years ago at Sinai. As we 
continue to unpack our demographic 
study, we will develop new pathways 
to bring our Jewish community clos-
er together and stand together again, 
3,300 years later. Please join me as we 
celebrate the Shavuot harvest festival 
and share our love and bounty. 

To learn more about the Pride Pa-
rade, the Children United Playground 

and the 2023 Annual Campaign, 
please contact Angie Fleitz, Senior De-
velopment Director, by calling (502) 
238-2767 or via email at afleitz@jew-
ishlouisville.org.
 
Kol Tuv (all the Best),
Sara

Sara Klein Wagner is President and 
CEO  of the Trager Family JCC and 
Jewish Federation of Louisville

Sara Klein Wagner

Sara’s 
View

STREET FAIR

2nd Annual

Celebrating Israel @ 75! FREE
Admission!

For more event details,
scan the QR code, or visit 

jewishlouisville.org/israelistreetfair

12-4 p.m. Trager Family JCCJune 4

I make house calls!

MARSHA SEGAL
Presidents Club

Top Producer with the Largest 
Real Estate Company in Louisville

13906 Promenade Green Way, Suite 100 
Louisville, Ky. 40245

Office: (502) 420-5000
Cell: (502) 552-4685

e-mail: msegal@semonin.com

I love the expression we 
often use when meeting 
someone familiar: “We 
must have stood together 
at Sinai.”
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Honoring the legacy of Henry Berg-Brousseau

On April 28th, on the front page of 
the Jewish Community of Louisville’s 
monthly newspaper, I was proud and 
heartened to see the wonderful article 
about Dr. Karen Berg’s courageous 
battle for justice in the name of her 
son, Henry Berg-Brousseau, z”l (may 
his memory be a blessing and a revo-
lution). 

Dr. Berg’s battle is desperately need-
ed, against the terrifying and trauma-
tizing tidal wave of hatred sweeping 
the country. At this very moment, 474 
anti-LGBTQ bills are making their way 
across the US. Democratically elected 
representatives who are transgender 
are being silenced and removed from 
office. Democracy itself is under at-
tack.

Many of you may know that I am a 
second generation-Holocaust survivor. 
Watching this is terrifying to me. The 
playbook is not as different as we want 
to believe from the one that legitimat-
ed the policies that sent my grandfa-
ther to Auschwitz and my father into 
hiding.

Every Yom HaShoah memorial ser-
vice, we vow: “never again.” We read 
the poem of the Rev. Martin Niemöller 
and tell ourselves that we would have 
been different: 

First, they came for the socialists, 
and I did not speak out—because I 
was not a socialist.

Then they came for the trade union-
ists, and I did not speak out—because 
I was not a trade unionist. Then they 
came for the Jews, and I did not speak 
out—because I was not a Jew.

Then they came for me—and there 
was no one left to speak for me.

Sadly, the time has come for us to 
translate our vows into reality. As we 

speak, many in the 2SLGBTQIA+ com-
munity are contemplating suicide. In 
particular, those who identify as trans-
gender and nonbinary are at a much 
higher risk for experiencing bullying, 
harassment, threats, violence, murder 
and suicide -- and that is just for those 
who feel safe enough to self-identify. 

Coming out of the closet opens us 
up to violence. But, living in the closet 
feels like death, and it often leads to 
death. I know, because this is not just 
a statistic. This is my life, too.

Many of you know me as Rabbi Na-
dia. You may remember me as “the les-
bian rabbi” who served at The Temple 
from 2002-2008, or you may remember 
me as the rabbi who worked to create 
policies and processes for transgender 
patients during my time working with 
KentuckyOne Health, or as the rabbi 
who called out Mayor Fischer on tele-
vision for failing to arrest Breonna 
Taylor’s killers. 

What most of you do not know is 
that I began identifying as transgender 
almost 30 years ago. Tragically, due to 
multiple acts of violence, discrimina-
tion and threats that I personally en-
dured, I decided to closet myself six 
months before I was ordained. I grew 
my hair, pierced my ears, bought a 
feminine wardrobe and went into hid-
ing.

I thought I could compartmental-
ize myself. I even believed that I could 
make a bigger difference if I did so, 
because Kentucky was not ready for 
a transgender rabbi. I told myself that 
my being gay was hard enough for 
most people to accept. I imagined that 
my Calling to bring healing and justice 
to the world would be more impact-
ful, and my voice would be louder, if I 
stayed hidden.

Maybe this is true. I will never know. 
What I do know is that those years of 
hiding took their toll on me in ways 
that I am just now beginning to under-
stand. In too many ways, my voice was 
muffled – not just by the world, but by 
the violence I inflicted upon myself by 
continuing to repress my truest self/
Self in the name of a safety that was 
suffocating. 

 It took leaving a country where my 
very existence felt illegal and unsafe, 

and leaving so much else that was suf-
focating my truest self/Self, for me to 
begin to heal the profound traumas 
that threatened to drown me. It is not 
possible to heal in an environment 
that denies us the right to be who we 
were created to be.

I am just now beginning to find my 
voice to assert my truth. I now proudly 
identify as transgender nonbinary and 
prefer the pronouns “they” or “we.” I 
add the pronouns “we” because, to me, 
all third-person pronouns feel “other-
ing,” and because I have always seen 
myself in the struggles of others and I 
pray that more people will see them-
selves in mine. 

I believe that the only way to do the 
“tikkun” (healing justice) that we are 
commanded to do, is by beginning to 
see beyond what separates us from 
one another. Judaism teaches that we 
are all created in the Divine Image. 
The Torah uses the word “Elohim” to 
refer our Creator: this is a plural word. 

Instead of arguing over the use of 
male language or female language to 
refer to the One in Whose Image we 
were created, I believe we should in-
stead just use “they” language. This 
would be an excellent exercise to prac-
tice using this “new” pronoun: they. It 
is not new, but we are being told that 
it is, because so much of Judaism has 
been repressed as well. How many of 
us know that the Talmud references as 
many as eight genders? Transphobia is 
also a war against the many religions 
that assert nonbinary Truths. 

When someone we know and love 
tells us that they have a new name and 
a new pronoun, the way to unlearn 
what we thought was true is to prac-
tice retelling the stories and memories 
we have of them, using their correct 
name and pronouns, until it finally 
becomes our “new normal.” Let’s start 
practicing this skill by learning to use 
“they” to refer to the One in Whose Im-
age, we were ALL created.

One of the things that helped me be-
gin to feel safe to articulate my truth 
was being immersed in an environ-
ment where the default pronoun for 
all people was “they.” It takes a while 
to practice this, but the difference is 
profound and lifesaving. At least, it 
was for me.

I say “lifesaving” because the pres-
sures that kept me hidden brought me 
to a place where I lost the will to live. 
Despite all my faith and all my training 
and all my privilege and all my years 
of therapy…despite being a rabbi and 
a chaplain and a social worker and a 
therapist, with a doctorate in ministry 
and pastoral counseling – despite hav-
ing intervened in the lives of so many 
people who struggled with mental 
health challenges and having served 
as vice president of the country’s larg-
est free-standing nonprofit psychiatric 
hospital -- despite all of this, I found 
myself actively wishing for death and 
found myself choosing it in ways that 
scared me.

This is the power of hatred. System-
ic violence and discrimination, pro-
moted in overt and covert ways, and 
enshrined in law, slowly infiltrates our 

psyche until we begin to drown in the 
hatred that is being poured over us – 
especially if it is reinforced by those 
closest to us who fear the vicarious 
stigma that comes with being con-
nected to someone that is a target for 
hatred and violence…all of these and 
more contribute to forcing people into 
closets that can, and often do, kill.

Fundamentally, this issue is about 
saving lives. Far too many people 
who identify as 2SLGBTQIA+, like so 
many other “equity-seeking groups,” 
face discrimination, violence, harass-
ment, assault and murder. But we also 
are forced to endure, in silence and 
shame, unique forms of harm such as 
being disowned by family, friends and 
communities of faith, retraumatized 
every time we seek to do basic things 
like use a restroom, along with count-
less other daily and profound intersec-
tional harms worthy of an article unto 
itself.  

The commandment of “Pikuach 
Nefesh” (saving a life) supersedes ev-
ery other commandment. So why isn’t 
every Jewish community across the 
country fighting the tidal wave of ha-
tred making its way into legislation 
across the country? Why is this not our 
top priority?

Sadly, I know the answer to this only 
too well, for I was silent too. I realized 
the full weight of my own silence and 
complicity when I read the front page 
of the April newspaper and saw myself 
named “Nadia” and “she.” Ever since 
Henry died, I have wondered what 
might have happened if I had found 
the courage to come out earlier. This 
question haunts me every day.

I will never know. But in my grief, 
I made a vow to Henry that I would 
dedicate the rest of my rabbinate to 
fighting queerphobia and transphobia 
in his honor. I dedicate my life to fight-
ing on his behalf and doing everything 
I can to ensure that no other person 
experiences what he did, nor what I 
did, nor what so many others are suf-
fering at this very moment.

The Torah states in Leviticus 19:16 
that we should not stay silent while 
our neighbor’s blood is shed. I com-
mit to doing everything I can to en-
sure that Henry’s death is a revolution 
of life-saving blessings for all who are 
drowning under the same tidal waves 
of hatred and shame and trauma. I 
pray that each of you, who are reading 
this today, will join me in this sacred 
mission and do the same.

Rabbi Dr. Nachshon Siritsky, MA, 
MSSW, RSW, BCC now goes by the 
name “Naj” and uses the pronouns 
“they/we”. In this slow healing journey 
toward becoming, they are also learning 
to feel safe enough to sometimes prefer 
the pronoun “he” as a means of undo-
ing the damage of years of being called 
“she”. Rabbi Siritsky serves on the ad-
visory board to Kol Israel Community 
of Kentucky, the first Jewish Renewal 
community in the state. They now live 
in Canada, and work with the Nova 
Scotia College of Social Workers, as well 
as leading the Reform Jewish Commu-
nity of Atlantic Canada.

Rabbi Dr. 
Nachshon 

Siritsky

Guest 
Columnist
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Paraders will kick off the 2023 Kentuckiana Pride Festival
By Andrew Adler  
Community Editor 

A contingent from the Jewish 
Federation of Louisville and the 
Trager Family JCC will be among the 
marchers and walkers participating 
in the Kentuckiana Pride Parade, 
slated for Saturday, June 17 from 
noon-1 p.m. The event kicks off the 
Kentuckiana Pride Festival, which 
runs from noon-10 p.m. principally 
at Waterfront Park’s Big Four Lawn, 
129 W. River Road.

This will be the first time the 
Federation and the Trager Family 
JCC will be part of the parade since 
before the pandemic – the spring of 
2019. 

“The parade consists of 
organizations from all over the city 
and the state that come together,” 
explained Susan Kwasny, Senior 

Director of Health and Wellness at 
the Trager Family JCC, “everyone 
from Yum! to Norton Healthcare and 
Jefferson County Public Schools.

“We’re just participating in the sense 
that our staff or board members, or 
family members, will be walking in 
the parade,” Kwasny said. “So we’re 
working on a slogan, and hopefully 
we’ll have banners and T-shirts and 
all sorts of fun stuff.”

How many of the above will come? 
“It’s been four years since we did it, so 
it’s hard to know,” Kwasny said. “We’ll 
be reaching out to our staff soon.”

Whatever the turnout, participating 
in the parade speaks to the overall 
mission of the Federation and the 
Trager Family JCC. “Part of what 
we hope to include with a slogan, or 
with our T-shirts, is to focus on one 
of our core values: ‘Areyvut,’” said 
Erin Silliman, Arts & Ideas Director 

at the Trager Family JCC. “And that 
just means caring unconditionally for 
one another. So that goes along with 
repairing our world, caring for our 
community and everyone in it.”

Festival organizers estimate that 
more than 20,000 people will attend 
the event. It’s presented by the 
Kentuckiana Pride Foundation, which 

states its mission as “promoting 
social, economic, and health equity 
of Kentuckiana’s sexual and gender 
minorities. We advocate pride, 
celebrate achievements, and educate 
leaders.”

For more information on the 
Kentuckiana Pride Festival and 
Parade, go online at kypride.com.

Six-year-old Lexington, Ky. 
boy stars in road-trip movie

Dani Menkin, a 
two-time Israeli 
Academy Award-
winning writer 
and director, will 
have two of his 
films screened 
Saturday, June 17 
at Baxter Avenue 
Theatres Film-
works, 1250 Bard-
stown at Mid-City 

Mall. One of them, Little Town, stars 
Grant Stevens of Lexington, Ky. 
And oh yes, Grant was all of six years 
old when the film was made in 2020.

Menkin summarizes his film this 
way: “Jason, a failed stand-up comedi-
an in his 40s, takes his son on the road 
to Little Town to find his dead mom. 
They drive with Lauren, a free-spirit 
soul who is trying to help them get 
to their destination and follow their 
dreams.”

Aulcie – the sequel to Menkin’s 2016 
documentary On the Map – tells “the 
story of basketball legend Aulcie Perry, 

from Brooklyn, who led the 1977 Is-
raeli basketball team to its first Euro-
pean Championship (against what was 
then the Soviet Union).

Little Town will be shown at 6:30 
p.m., followed by Aulcie at 8:30 p.m. 
Afterward, Menkin and Grant will be 
available to answer questions. Menkin 
will also talk about his most recent 
film, Colleyville, which deals with an-
tisemitism.

For more information, go online at 
village8.com/baxter_home.htm.

Ben Norton named a NFTY 
board vice president

Ben Norton has been selected for the 
2023-2024 North American Federation 
for Temple Youth (NFTY) Ohio Valley 
Regional Board as their Religious and 
Cultural Vice President. NFTY is the 
Reform Jewish Youth Movement. Ben 
is a junior at Collegiate in Louisville, 
Kentucky. He says, “I believe I bring 
perspective and experience to shar-
ing Jewish knowledge and culture that 
will make NFTY a more fun, valuable, 
and meaningful space.”

Louisville pediatrician 
preps for a dance  
competition spotlight

Michelle Elis-
burg, a pediatri-
cian and president 
of the Hadassah 
Jewish Women’s 
Louisville Chapter, 
is in heavy-duty 
prep mode for her 
turn on Let’s Dance 
Louisville Saturday, 
June 17 at the Lou-
isville Marriott Downtown. Cocktails 
& Silent Auction begin at 6 p.m.; din-
ner at 7 p.m., with the dance competi-
tion getting under way at 8 p.m. 

The event – a riff on the popular 
TV show Dancing with the Stars – is a 
charity benefitting the Cathedral of the 
Assumption’s programs to feed hungry 
and houseless people in Louisville. 
Elisburg is one of 12 “celebrity” partic-
ipants dancing this year. The evening 
is sponsored by Derby City Gaming. 

“Apparently physicians are consid-
ered celebrities, because quite a few 
of us have competed,” she says. “We 

are paired with a professional dancer 
and have about four months to learn 
a dance and routine for the gala event 
on June 17.” 

For more information, call the Ca-
thedral of the Assumption at 502-657-
5222. 

Michelle Elisburg
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PICTURE THIS: CHABAD OF PROSPECT LAG B’OMER

Join us for a wonderful interactive and 
educational music class with Ms. Cathy Dreszer.

6-week Session Begins June 11 at the Trager Family JCC
JCC Members: $50 | Non-members: $60

Making music, in a joyful and purposeful 
way, provides a self-recognition in children 
that help them to enjoy the act of learning.
“ “

– Dr. Lorna Heyge, Founder of Musikgarten

18 months-4 years
Sundays, 9:30-10:15 a.m.

0-17 months
Sundays, 10:30-11 a.m.

Scan to register 
or visit thej.campbrainregistration.com

For information: Carly Mason, cmason@jewishlouisville.org

Under brilliant blue early evening skies, Chabad of 
Prospect hosted a Lag B’Omer barbecue May 9 at 
its expansive campus on Almara Circle. Guests ate 
burgers, hot dogs and corn on the cob while children 
romped on brightly-colored bouncy houses and – with 
conspicuous dexterity – tried their hands deftly slip-
ping wooden blocks out of a Jenga Tumbling Tower. 
Lag B’Omer is a so-called “minor” holiday on the Jew-
ish calendar, observed on the 33rd day of the 49-day 
period between Passover and Shavuot. Many Jews 
mark the holiday by getting haircuts, having weddings 
and, yes, consuming copious amounts of grilled meat.

Group photo (L-R): Larry Singer, Rabbi Ben Freed, Ken-
tucky State Representative Daniel Grossberg, Erica 
Grossberg and Ariane Barrie-Stern.
(Photos by Andrew Adler)
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PICTURE THIS: BOOK BURIAL

Early BirdRegistrationOpen Until 5/28!

July 2
Ages 7-15

For more information,
Scan the QR code or visit,
jcclouisville.org/splashdash

Youth multi-sport event combining
running and swimming focusing on
participation, not competition.

©Cochlear Limited 2021. All rights reserved. Hear now. And always and other trademarks 
and registered trademarks are the property of Cochlear Limited or Cochlear Bone Anchored 
Solutions AB. The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the 
trademarks of their respective owners. Please seek advice from your health professional 
about treatments for hearing loss. Outcomes may vary, and your health professional will 
advise you about the factors which could a ect your outcome. Always read the instructions 
for use. Not all products are available in all countries. Please contact your local Cochlear 
representative for product information. FUN4565 ISS1 NOV21

Hearing health Q&A
If your hearing aids are no longer enough, join us for 
a free and educational event to learn about hearing loss 
and implantable solutions for you or a loved one.

Tuesday, June 13, 2023
1:00pm – 3:00pm (EDT)

Indiana Wesleyan University—
Louisville Education and 
Conference Center
1500 Alliant Ave.
Louisville, KY 40299

Register at cochlear.com/us/events 
or call 720 614 4206.

On May 11, Chabad of Kentucky Rabbi Avrohom Litvin led a ceremonial book burial at 
Agudath Achim Cemetery. Jewish law proscribes that damaged books with the name 
of G-d, and religious articles such as prayer shawls, be respectfully buried, never 
simply discarded. These were damaged during last year’s fire that destroyed the exist-
ing Chabad of Kentucky facility. A new Chabad Center will be built at a site yet to be 
determined.

(L-R): Rabbi Avrohom Litvin prepares to place a charred prayer shawl in the adjacent 
grave; Leah Friedman helps in the burial ceremony while children from the Louisville 
Jewish Day School look on; a young onlooker gazes into the open grave containing 
items damaged in last year’s fire.
(Photos by Andrew Adler)



“What are the three most important letters in the alphabet?” I asked 
the MTA elementary class one morning. 
I was barraged with answers.
“A, B, C,” answered one girl.
“A, E, I,” called another one.
“Y, O, U,” shouted a boy. 
While those are all good answers, I explained, I believe the three most 
important letters are Y, E, and T.
Why? Put those letters together and you have a superpower. The 
word ‘yet’ bridges the gap between what is out of our grasp and our 
reality. With the word ‘yet,’ nothing is impossible. The YET superpower 
acknowledges that sure, I have a challenging time doing that right 
now… but I’ll find a way to master that skill. 
“I can’t do math” turns into “I can’t do math YET.” 
“I don’t know how to read” is now “I don’t know how 
to read YET.”
“I’m not good at spelling” becomes “I’m not 
good at spelling YET.”
The kids were quiet for a moment (can you 
imagine?); they’d never thought that adding 
three letters to the end of a sentence can 
change everything. Since then, YET has 
become the mantra of the classroom. I often 
overhear the students correcting each other—
“Don’t say you can’t… Say you can’t yet!”
(Of course, I get a taste of my own medicine when “You can’t have 
recess now” is immediately corrected by students to “You mean you 
can’t have recess YET, Rabbi Meyers!” What can I say? They catch on 
quickly.)
Right here in Louisville, a generation of YET superheroes is being 
born. Montessori Torah Academy (MTA) combines Montessori 
education methods with a focus on traditional Jewish learning and 
Torah values. The result? Children who are proud of their Jewish 
identity and absolutely love learning.

Wait, hold up. Monte—what?
The Montessori method is a child-centered education method that 
fosters independence and creativity. It’s a place where children learn 
hands-on. It’s a place where children have total freedom of movement. 
It’s a place where three-year-olds learn from the six-year-olds in the 
same classroom (and gain tremendously! Check out myth #3 below). 
And it’s a place where children are their own greatest teachers. 
Sounds impossible? It’s really not. 
Though there are thousands of Montessori schools in the United 
States, there are still waaaay too many misconceptions surrounding 
our unique method. Let’s debunk a few, shall we?

MYTH #1: Montessori schools are too rigid.
DEBUNKED: We have fun all day! Maria Montessori, the founder of 
this awesome method, believed that ‘play is the work of the child.’ 
Children learn best when guided by their curiosity. That “play” you 
see in a Montessori classroom is a child using hands-on activities to 
learn core ideas about the world around them and discover their YET 
superpowers. 

MYTH #2: Montessori schools are only for the very wealthy.
DEBUNKED: As with any private school, tuition rates vary greatly. 
In MTA’s case, tuition is more affordable than the average private 
school in the United States. Plus, there are great scholarship and 
financial aid options.

MYTH #3: Children don’t benefit from mixed-age classrooms.
DEBUNKED: Kids grow a TON in mixed-age classrooms. Our Primary 
class has children aged 3-6. On a daily basis, our 3-year-olds look up 

to their older classmates, amazed at what they’ll someday 
be able to achieve. It ignites their YET, exciting them to learn 
more. On the other side, our 6-year-olds serve as role models 
for their younger classmates and are constantly reminded of 
how far they’ve come. 

MYTH #4: Montessori children don’t transition smoothly 
into traditional high schools or colleges. 
DEBUNKED: Research shows quite the opposite. The 
Montessori system prioritizes giving students life skills, so 

they can succeed wherever they are. So, sure, Montessori students 
will experience big changes when transitioning to a traditional school, 
but they’ll be well prepared—with an academic edge and ingrained 
socialization skills.

TLDR? We’re pretty obsessed with giving our students a school that 
fosters growth, creativity, and a love for Judaism. That’s why, instead 
of forcing our students to memorize textbooks, we use learning 
models that fuel curiosity. The kind of models that inspire children 
to turn their “cants” and “donts” into YETs. We see children as 
unfinished products. We understand that our students are constantly 
growing and developing, working hard to reach their YETs. The MTA 
environment fosters a true love for self-learning in students. 
Because when you are learning the subjects you want to learn in the 
ways that speak to you, what’s not to love? 
Wishing you a wonderful month, filled with meaning and joy.
All the very best,
Rabbi Shmuel Meyers
P.S. We all have our YETs—goals we want to achieve and skills we 
want to learn.
What’s your YET? I’d love to hear from you! Share your YET via 
email: smeyers@montessoritorah.org. 

MTAMoments ISSUE 1

“Don’t say 
you can’t… 

Say you 
can’t yet!”

Snapshots

The Power of YET

Happening
AT MTA

Bridging Ceremony
Please join us on Thursday, June 1st  
at 2 pm as we honor and celebrate  

the growth and achievements  
of our bridging students. 

In the Montessori environment,  
students bridge when they graduate  

from one level of learning to the next. 

Enjoy performances by our  
Primary and Elementary classes. 

Refreshments will be served.

Montessori Torah Academy
4615 Lowe Road, Louisville, KY 40220

office@montessoritorah.org
502.290.5186

montessoritorah.org

Want to learn more?  
Come see us in action! 
Scan this QR code or call 502.290.5186  
to schedule a tour to see the magic for yourself.

This issue of MTA Moments is sponsored  
anonymously in honor of Jake and Carol Wishnia

To sponsor an issue of MTA Moments please contact Ms. Taylor Burch at taylor@montessoritorah.org

Enjoyed what you read? Keep an eye on this space. We’ll be back with more fun stories and ideas.
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Navigating adolescence is a 
tumultuous journey, filled with 
self-discovery, growth, and unique 
challenges. For parents of transgender 
youth, helping guide their children along 
this already complex path can become 
an even more daunting and emotionally 
charged experience.

Recognizing the vital role parents play 
in the well-being of transgender youth, 
JFCS is proud to present the upcoming 
installment of their transformative 
Community Chat series: “Supporting 
Transgender Youth.”

After the resounding success of the 
inaugural Community Chat in March, 
“Fighting Food Insecurity in Louisville”, 
JFCS has again assembled a panel of 
experts who will discuss the unique 
challenges and support mechanisms in 
place for parents of transgender youth.

The event will be Tuesday, June 6, 
at JFCS (2821 Klempner Way), and is 
free to the public, however an RSVP is 
requested.

“The transgender community faces 
many challenges, often struggling to 
find acceptance and understanding in 
society,” said Therapist Melissa Roth, a 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker at JFCS, 
who will serve as one of the panelists for 
the event.  “It’s natural to have questions 
about their child’s gender identity and 
how relatives, friends and community 
members can help. Answering some 
of those questions is what we hope to 
accomplish at this event.”

Along with Roth, other panelists 
scheduled to attend the June 6, 
event include: Dr. Karen Abrams, a 
pediatrician at Kaplan Barron Pediatric 
Group; Stuart Walker, Program 
Coordinator at Sweet Evening Breeze, 
a non-profit devoted to addressing 
homelessness among the LGBTQ+ 
community; and KY State Senator Dr. 
Karen Berg, MD.  The evening will be 

moderated by JFCS CEO, David Finke, 
Ph.D., with a special welcome address by 
Corey Shapiro, Legal Director at ACLU 
of Kentucky.

Embracing inclusivity and 
understanding, JFCS aims to create a 
safe space for parents, educators, and 
community members to explore the 
unique challenges faced by transgender 
youth and provide invaluable insights, 
dispel misconceptions, and encourage 
support networks for families of 
transgender youth.

JFCS recognizes that supporting 
transgender youth requires a village, with 
parents playing a vital role in creating a 
nurturing environment. 

Through the Community Chat series, 

JFCS hopes to start community-wide 
conversations about crucial topics facing 
Louisvillians, to address how residents 
can utilize the resources available or 
advocate for equality in the Greater 
Louisville community on some of the 
pressing issues facing us today.

For more information on this and 
other scheduled Community Chats, 
please visit the JFCS website at: 
jfcslouisville.org.

You can also reserve your seat by 
scanning the QR code below. 

Benefiting the Sonny & Janet Meyer Food Pantry
at Jewish Family & Career Services

For questions contact Avery Markel JFCS Volunteer & Events Manager at 502-709-9198. 

Food:
(regular sized [not bulk], non-expired)

•  Tomato Paste
•  Ground Coffee 
•  Tea
•  Canned Diced Tomatoes 
•  Canned Crushed Tomatoes
•  Spaghetti Sauce 
•  Assorted Instant Rice
•  Instant Potatoes 
•  Cereal
•  Oatmeal - canisters
•  Assorted Pasta (no spaghetti)

•  Canned Beets
•  Canned Pineapple
•  Canned Mandarin oranges
•  Canned garbanzo beans
•  Canned collard greens
•  Canned spinach

Snacks:
•  Pretzels
•  Graham crackers
•  Dried fruit
•  Cookies

•  Granola bars
•  Chips
Baking items:
•  Canola oil,
•  Olive oil
•  Salt & Sugar
•  Flour

Personal care Items:
•  Feminine hygiene
•  Toothpaste
•  Mouthwash
•  Kleenex 

Cleaning products:
•  Spray
•  Dish soap
•  Laundry detergent

Food Pantry Needs

FOOD DRIVEFOOD DRIVE
JuneJune
1111

Drop off at JFCS at
2821 Klempner Way

Dr. Karen Abrams Dr. Karen Berg Melissa Roth Stuart Walker

JFCS Community Chat to focus on transgender youth

WHAT YOU NEED
TO KNOW

What:  JFCS Community Chat
Topic: “Supporting Transgender Youth”
When: June 6 at 6 p.m.
Where: JFCS, 2821 Klempner Way

Free Event Open to Public

School’s out! Help us feed 
Louisville over the summerYou can’t get physically fit in 10 minutes.

But you can apply for an account at 
Republic Bank in 10 minutes or less 
— right from your mobile* phone.
And you won’t even break a sweat.

Easy banking begins in 10. 
Apply now at RepublicBank.com/apply 
or scan to get started.

*Message and data rates may apply from your wireless carrier.

21RB1216_EBBIT_Print_Ads_v3.indd   221RB1216_EBBIT_Print_Ads_v3.indd   2 8/23/21   11:35 AM8/23/21   11:35 AM Powered in part by the Jewish Federation of Louisville
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FEDERATION

You have poured your heart and soul into Louisville’s Jewish community  
and made a difference. Your commitment to Jewish Louisville stands as a  
testament to your values.  

Now is the time to take the next step in making it an enduring part of your 
Jewish legacy. As you plan for the future, think about what your Jewish  
legacy means to you. And please consider the institution closest to your  
heart in your will or estate plan. 

To learn more about how to  

create your Jewish legacy, please  

contact Gayle Shoemaker at  

gshoemaker@jewishlouisville.org.

YOUR LEGACY
matters.

Retired physician and his family invest in long-term health of 
Jewish Community and Trager Family JCC Capital Campaign
By Stephanie Smith 
For Community

This is the eighth in a series of articles 
highlighting the stories behind the gen-
erous Capital Campaign donors who 
make up the Wall of Honor Tapestry 
of Giving at the Trager Family Jewish 
Community Center. 

In 1972, Dr. Jerry Temes and his 
wife, Maura, came to Louisville 
when he joined the faculty of the 
University of Louisville School of 
Medicine. He and Maura, originally 
from New York State, raised their 
Jewish family here and have been 
part of the JCC and the Trager Fam-
ily JCC for more than 40 years. Jerry, 
a retired thoracic surgeon, says, “My 
children, Becky, Julie and Stephen, 
loved all the activities here for chil-
dren like BBYO, and Becky worked 
as the director of the Early Learning 
Center.”

Maura and Jerry were Young 
Leadership Award winners, and 
Maura was the first female president 
of the Louisville Hebrew School. 
She also served on the Jewish Com-
munity Relations Council for several 
years. The couple’s daughter, Julie, a 
fellow physician, served on the Jew-

ish Community of Louisville and the 
former JCC board of directors.

Jerry first got involved with the 
Jewish Federation of Louisville’s An-
nual Campaign in 1980 when he was 
asked to chair the effort. “That fund-
raising experience further cemented 
my involvement in the Federation 

and the Trager Fam-
ily JCC,” he recalled.

The Temes are 
generous donors 
who want people 
to know about the 
importance in in-
vesting in the future 
of the Jewish com-
munity. To that end, 
they have included 
the LIFE & LEGACY 
program in their es-
tate plan. 

Jerry adds, “If we 
want organizations 
like the Trager Fam-
ily JCC, Jewish Fam-
ily & Career Servic-
es, local synagogues 
and others to survive 
for our children and 
grandchildren, we 
need to plan for that 
now by leaving gifts 

that will help many generations to 
come.”

In addition to their planned gift 
and annual donations, Jerry and 
his family contributed to the Trager 
Family JCC’s Capital Campaign. Ap-
propriately, there is signage bearing 
their family’s name on the entranc-

es to the Federation Conference 
Room.

“We wanted to make a meaning-
ful family donation to build and 
support the new facility,” Jerry 
says. One of the early pioneers 
of the Jewish Heritage Fund, he 
chaired the board at Jewish Hos-
pital and is also a past board chair 
of the Jewish Community of Lou-
isville.

He concludes, “Results of the re-
cent Jewish Louisville Study show 
we have more Jews than ever in 
Louisville. We need to plan for that 
by donating now and making gifts 
that last far after we’re gone.”

LIFE & LEGACY is a partnership 
between the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation and Jewish Commu-
nity of Louisville, with the support 
of the Jewish Heritage Fund, that 
promotes after-lifetime giving to 
benefit synagogues, social service 
organizations and other Jewish 
agencies in Louisville and across 
the United States. Through train-
ing, support and monetary incen-
tives, LIFE & LEGACY motivates 
Jewish organizations to integrate 
legacy giving into their philan-
thropic culture to assure Jewish 
tomorrows.

Dr. Jerry and Maura Temes
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PICTURE THIS: DIGNITY GROWS

Volunteers from across the community came 
together for the Jewish Federation of Louisville’s 
monthly Dignity Grows Packing Party at the 
Trager Family JCC. 

Dignity Grows provides individuals in need with 
essential feminine hygiene products so they 
can attend school and work and participate in 
community life without interruption. Over 250 
local tote bags were packed and then delivered 
to women and girls experiencing period poverty 
at various schools, homeless shelters and other 
human service organizations. The April event 
was held in association with the Mayor’s Give A 
Day Celebration of Service. 

To learn more about Dignity Grows, contact Lee 
Ann Alsup at lalsup@jewishlouisville.org. 

at the Trager Family JCC

2023-24 Season

Auditions and Season Tickets
Coming July 2023!

August 2023 November 2023

February 2024 May 2024

jcclouisville.org/centerstage
Check our website and social media for updates!

@centerstage_ jcc facebook.com/CenterStageJCC

2023
BBYO Teen Awards

Are you a Jewish High School Junior or Senior?
Apply for a BBYO Teen Award!

The Tony Levitan Award
The Stacy Marks Nisenbaum Award

The Joseph Fink BBYO  
Community Service Scholarship
The Ellen Faye Garmon Award

Applications and Essays are due by June 2, 2023. 
For the descriptions of awards and application requirements, visit: 

jewishlouisville.org/teenawards

Questions? Contact Abigail Goldberg, 
agoldberg@jewishlouisville.org, (502) 238-2750
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PICTURE THIS: CANTOR ADESNIK’S INSTALLATION

YOUR HISTORY.  YOUR FILSON.

Scan the QR Code for more 
information and to register

Friday, June 9, 5:00-6:00 pm (EDT)
The Filson Historical Society, 1310 S. 3rd St.
In Person • Free

Exhibit Opening

This exhibit is sponsored by Stock Yards Bank & 
Trust and Skipper and Hana Martin.
Participants will have the opportunity to meet the 
curator in the gallery to engage in conversation 
and answer questions. At 5:15 pm, the curator, 
staff, and sponsors will share short remarks. This 
exhibit opening is free and open to the public, but 
registration is encouraged. 

Thursday, June 15, 6:00-7:00 pm (EDT)
The Filson Historical Society, 1310 S. 3rd St.
Hybrid • See website for pricing

A Conversation with Andrew Feiler, Frank 
Brinkley, and Charles Brinkley Sr. on 
Rosenwald Schools

Join Andrew Feiler for a moderated discussion 
with Frank Brinkley and Charles Brinkley, Sr., 
educators, brothers, and former students of the 
Cairo School, a Rosenwald School located in 
Sumner County, Tennessee. 

The Filson Historical Society
1310 S. 3rd St., Louisville, KY 40208

(502) 635-5083 | www.filsonhistorical.org

A Better Life for Their Children: Julius Rosenwald, Booker T. Washington,
and the 4,978 Schools That Changed America 

– Photographs, storytelling, and original curation by Andrew Feiler
May 26-August 4, 2023

This exhibit is sponsored by Stock Yards Bank & Trust and Skipper and Hana Martin.
 In the early decades of the twentieth century, a visionary partnership between a Black educator and white Jewish 
business leader launched transformational change across the segregated South. A Better Life for their Children is a 
traveling photography exhibition about the Rosenwald Schools that Booker T. Washington and Julius Rosenwald 
partnered in creating between 1912 and 1937 to serve Black students. The program built 4,978 schools across fifteen 
southern and border states including 155 in Kentucky. Rosenwald schools created educational access for African 
Americans in places where it had been severely restricted.  Of the original schools, only about 500 survive, 3 of which 
are in Jefferson County. Atlanta-based Jewish photographer Andrew Feiler spent more than three years documenting the 
remains of these schools and the stories that live on in generations of graduates.

Photo: Frank Brinkley and Charles Brinkley, Sr., 
- Educators, Brothers, Rosenwald School Former 
Students. © Andrew Feiler

JOIN US FOR THESE EXCITING RELATED PROGRAMS!

Lauren Adesnik has been performing cantorial duties at The Temple for 
almost a year, but it wasn’t until the evening of April 29 that she was 
officially “installed” in her position. As The Temple explains: “An instal-
lation ceremony is an especially holy moment that signifies the sacred 
pact between clergy and congregation.” The April 29 event included 
blessings before the Ark, acknowledgements of the cantorial search 
committee, plus performances by Cantor Adesnik and the Temple Choir 
Shir Chadash.

(clockwise from top left): Moshe Adesnik, Lavender Adesnik, Emily 
Albrink Katz, Cantor Lauren Adesnik and Leah Partridge; Rabbi David 
Ariel-Joel and Cantor Lauren Adesnik; Cantor Lauren Adesnik performs. 
Temple Choir Shir Chadash performing: Justin Hersh, Karen Abraham, 
Jacqueline Hersh, Fran Weinstock, Leni Sweet, Mike Harlan, Sarah Har-
lan, and Cantor Lauren Adesnik, with Dr. Louie Bailey on piano; Formal 
Installation at the Ark reciting the Three-Fold Benediction (Numbers 
6:24-26): Rabbi David Ariel-Joel, Cantor Lauren Adesnik and Rabbi 
Cantor Scott Colbert.

Photos by Cooper Burton
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN. WHEN THEY DO,
CALL OUR AWARD WINNING TEAM FOR LEGAL HELP.

• Personal Injury • Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect
• Car & Truck Accidents • Wrongful Death
• Spinal Cord & Traumatic Brain Injuries
• Defective Products & Medical Devices

Schedule a FRee conSultation!

Call: (502) 657-7100 | www.grossmangreen.com
2000 Warrington Way, Ste. 170 • Louisville, KY 40222 

H. Philip Grossman | Abigale Rhodes GreenH. Philip Grossman | Abigale Rhodes Green
Frederick W. Moore lllFrederick W. Moore lll

Israel to invest  
$40 million in North 
Amercan day schools
By Jackie Hajdenberg and Philissa 
Cramer  
JTA 

Citing “a major crisis in Jewish 
education,” Israel’s Diaspora ministry 
plans to pour about $40 million into 
training educators at Jewish schools 
in the United States and Canada.

Amichai Chikli, Israel’s minister 
of Diaspora affairs, announced the 
initiative, called “Aleph Bet” after 
the first two letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet, on May 15. He hopes 
enrollment will increase at Jewish 
day schools, fearing that “we are 
losing large parts of the Jewish 
people,” and said the initiative would 
“focus on training teachers for Jewish 
education and Israel studies as well 
as principals for Jewish day schools,” 
according to the Jerusalem Post.

Chikli did not elaborate on how his 
ministry would spend the allocation 
of NIS 150 million, nor did he detail 
when funds could start making their 
way into North American Jewish 
schools. His office did not respond 
to a request for comment. Israel’s 
governing coalition plans to approve 
a state budget next week, ahead of a 
May 29 deadline. 

North American Jewish schools 
have received varying levels of 
Israeli government support for years, 
according to Paul Bernstein, CEO 
of Prizmah, a nonprofit supporting 
Jewish day schools. He said staff 
members of day schools were 
optimistic about the additional 
funding despite lacking details about 
where it would go. 

“There’s quite a lot of chatter. 
People are excited by the fact that 
the State of Israel really sees the 
importance of Diaspora education, 
and is recognizing that the strength of 
the Diaspora is integral to [a] strong 
Israel and strong relationships,” 
Bernstein said. “Irrespective of all 

that’s going on in the world, that is 
a very positive and important long-
term development.”

The announcement comes at a time 
of tension between Israel’s right-
wing governing coalition and North 
American Jewish communities. A 
chorus of U.S. Jewish leaders has 
criticized the government’s proposed 
overhaul of Israel’s judiciary, and 
last month, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu canceled a 
speech at a signature conference 
of North American Jews in Tel 
Aviv in the face of anti-government 
protests. Chikli, who assumed his 
role in January, has defended the 
judicial overhaul while acting as 
an ambassador of sorts to an often 
skeptical audience of Diaspora Jews.  

Chikli, whose father is a Jewish 
educator in Mexico, had previously 
indicated that he sees Jewish day 
schools abroad as an important 
destination for Israeli aid. He has 
said repeatedly — including on 
Monday — that children who do not 
attend Jewish day schools are at risk 
of being lost to the Jewish people. 

“We are in the midst of a crisis 
where it is possible to lose an entire 
generation of Jews,” he said during 
the funding announcement.

Early in his tenure, Chikli floated the 
idea of working with philanthropists 
to subsidize day school tuition in 
the Diaspora. More recently, he 
has signaled that covering tuition 
— which can range from several 
thousand dollars at haredi Orthodox 
yeshivas to more than $40,000 a year 
— is less of a priority.

“Jewish education in private schools 
is very expensive, and at times out of 
range for the average family,” he told 
Hamodia, a haredi publication, in 
April. “This is where we step up to the 
plate. This isn’t to say we’re giving out 
free scholarships … but we invest, as 
noted earlier, in the teachers, in the 

school systems, to ensure Jewish 
education, and continuity of Jewish 
generations. We want to raise the 
pride of Jewish studies teachers.”

Attending a Jewish school is widely 
considered a strong predictor of 
lasting Jewish identity, although 
that may be because parents who 
prioritize Jewish identity are more 
likely to send their children to Jewish 
day school. Enrollment in Jewish 
schools in North American Jewish 
schools is growing, largely because of 
the growth of Orthodox communities, 
where the vast majority of children 
attend private Jewish schools. 

Outside of those communities, most 
North American Jewish children do 
not attend Jewish day schools. But 
the pandemic saw Conservative, 
Reform and nondenominational day 
schools grow as well, according to a 
survey by Prizmah, following more 
than a decade of decline. The survey 
found that schools have maintained 
those enrollment gains even as the 
pandemic has ended. 

Meanwhile, Hebrew schools and 
other supplemental Jewish schools 
have shrunk by nearly half since 
2006, according to a recent report by 

the Jewish Education Project. Chikli 
did not specify whether any of the 
new funding could go to such schools 

Chikli’s father, Eitan Chikli, is the 
rector of the Hebraic University in 
Mexico City, which receives some 
funding from his son’s ministry. 
Previously, he was the longtime 
director general of Israel’s TALI 
Education Fund, which promotes 
pluralistic Jewish education in Israeli 
schools and also produces materials 
for use in Jewish schools abroad. 

The elder Chikli told the Jerusalem 
Post in January that he would not 
discuss the funding his university 
receives with his son, who he said is 
fastidious about avoiding conflicts 
of interest. But he said that teacher 
training was an urgent problem for 
Jewish schools.

“The biggest problem Jewish 
people in the Diaspora face today is 
Jewish education and lack of a high 
level of teachers for Judaic studies,” 
Eitan Chikli said in January. “The 
most difficult problem is that there is 
no new generation of proper teachers 
for Hebrew and Judaism.”

A Bible class at Barrack Hebrew Day School in Bryn Mawr, Pa. (JTA photo courtesy 
of Barrack Hebrew Day School)
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MILK & COOKIEMILK & COOKIE
FUN RUN!FUN RUN!

June 4 • 8-10 a.m.

For more information, 
Scan the QR code or visit, 
jcclouisville.org/cookiefunrun

All proceeds directly benefit the ELC

Kids 

14 & under

run for

FREE
!

Hundreds of rabbis say Biden’s plan to fight anti-
semitism should embrace a disputed definition
By Ron Kampeas 
JTA 

More than 550 rabbis are calling for 
the Biden administration’s forthcoming 
strategy on fighting antisemitism to 
include a definition of anti-Jewish bigotry 
that has come under debate.

The letter was sent as progressive 
groups are seeking to dissuade the 
administration from using the definition 
because they believe it chills legitimate 
criticism of Israel. The letter’s signatories 
disagree with that assessment.

“IHRA is critically important for helping 
to educate and protect our congregants 
in the face of this rising hate,” said the 
rabbis’ letter, which was sent to the White 
House on May 19 via the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations. The acronym IHRA 
refers to the 2016 working definition of 
antisemitism crafted by the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance.

“We believe it is imperative that 
in its National Strategy to Combat 
Antisemitism, the administration formally 
embrace the IHRA Working Definition as 
the official and only definition used by the 
United States government and that it be 
used as a training and educational tool, 
similar to European Union countries’ use 
of the definition in their Action Plans,” the 
letter said.

The IHRA document consists of a 
two-sentence definition of antisemitism 
followed by 11 examples of how 
antisemitism may manifest. Most of those 
examples concern speech about Israel 
that the IHRA defines as antisemitic. 
Israel critics, and some progressive 
supporters of Israel, say two of those 
examples are so broad that they inhibit 
robust criticism of Israel: “Applying 
double standards by requiring of [Israel] 
a behavior not expected or demanded 
of any other democratic nation” and 
“Denying the Jewish people their right to 
self-determination, e.g., by claiming that 
the existence of a State of Israel is a racist 
endeavor.”

The letter’s signatories hail from all 
three major Jewish denominations, 
though the list of names includes few 
leaders of the movements. The Reform 
movement has said IHRA is a useful guide 
but has opposed using it in legislation.

Among the signatories are rabbis 
known to be close to President Joe Biden, 
including Michael Beals, a Delaware rabbi 
who played a prominent role campaigning 
for the president in 2020, and Rabbi 
Charlie Cytron-Walker, the rabbi who 
protected his congregants during a 
hostage crisis at a Texas synagogue last 
year.

If the Biden administration does include 
the IHRA working definition in its plan, 

it won’t exactly be a surprise. Soon after 
his inauguration, a Biden administration 
official called the IHRA document an 
“invaluable tool,” and one month later, 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said 
the administration “enthusiastically 
embraces it.” The working definition has 
been endorsed by past administrations of 
both parties and, in 2019, Donald Trump 
signed an executive order instructing the 
Department of Education to consider it 
when weighing civil rights complaints 
concerning Jews. It has been adopted 
in varying forms by a range of national 
and local governments, universities, 
professional sports teams and other 
bodies.

But now, according to Jewish Insider, 
progressive groups are asking the Biden 
administration to forgo including the 
definition in a soon-to-be-published 
strategy to combat antisemitism. Biden 
said at an event on Tuesday that the 
strategy would have 100 recommendations 
for action, and insiders say it may be 
published as soon as next week.

A number of coalitions have proposed 
alternative definitions that contain more 
limited definitions of when anti-Israel 
speech is antisemitic. The letter from 
the rabbis does not mention Israel, but 
cautions against adopting a definition 
other than IHRA’s.

“We believe the adoption of any 
definition less comprehensive than 

the IHRA definition would be a step 
backwards for this administration and 
make our work on the ground significantly 
harder,” it said.

In a meeting this week with members 
of the press, Biden’s lead antisemitism 
monitor, Deborah Lipstadt, who is 
a member of the administration’s 
antisemitism task force, would not say if 
the IHRA definition would make it into 
the strategy, accordin. She said it was 
“effective” and helped her in her work, 
but added, “I’m not going to preempt 
what the White House is going to say or 
not say.”

William Daroff, the CEO of the 
Conference of Presidents, said the notion 
that the IHRA working definition inhibits 
Israel criticism has been belied by the 
“slew of people critical of Israeli policy 
[who] have not been muted because of 
the IHRA definition.” Daroff pointed in 
particular to widespread criticism of the 
Israeli government’s plan to weaken the 
judiciary, which critics have said would 
undercut Israel’s democracy and remove 
a curb on human rights abuses.

“A comprehensive report on 
antisemitism might not be comprehensive 
without defining antisemitism,” Daroff 
told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. 
“It might undercut American efforts 
to combat antisemitism abroad by 
weakening the clear importance of the 
IHRA definition.”
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AROUND TOWN
(Unless otherwise noted, all events are 
free and open to the community.) 

Adath Jeshurun 
Adath Jeshurun and Keneseth Israel are 
hosting a shared Shavuot Celebration of 
Learning Thursday, May 25th at 6 p.m. 
at Keneseth Israel. Shared Shavuot Day-
1 worship services on Friday, May 26th 
will be held at 9:30 a.m. at KI. AJ’s Sha-
vuot Day-2 worship service and Yizkor 
on Saturday, May 27th will be held at 10 
a.m. at Adath Jeshurun. For more infor-
mation, see the flyer at the bottom of the 
AJ homepage at www.adathjeshurun.
com.

A waiting list has been established for 
those still wanting to attend Adath Je-
shurun’s May 28th Retirement Celebra-
tion honoring Rabbi Robert Slosberg, 
Deborah Slosberg, and Robin Silver-
man. Reservations will be filled only if 
others cancel. To add your name to the 
waiting list, please see the link on the 
AJ homepage at www.adathjeshurun.
com.

Adath Jeshurun morning minyan on 
Memorial Day, May 29th will be held at 
the special time of 8:45 a.m. Mourner’s 
Kaddish will be recited in memory of AJ 
members who lost their lives serving in 
the United States Armed Forces: Fedor 
Benjamin, Sidney Brownstein, Michael 
Caller, Ernest Palm, Oscar L. Sessmer, 
Robert C. Stern, Stanley Sweitzer, and 
Daniel Wilson. The AJ office will be 
closed in observance of Memorial Day.

Adath Jeshurun’s Sh’ma Theatre will be 
performing the play Beau Jest during 
the third week in July. Beau Jest tells the 
heartwarming story of Orthodox Jewish 
parents who ask their daughter to bring 
home the great guy she’s been dating.  
But wait – he’s not Jewish! In order to 
please her folks, the daughter hires an 
actor to pretend to be her Jewish boy-
friend. Come to AJ and enjoy this hilari-
ous Jewish family comedy! Four perfor-
mances will be offered: July 16th at 3 
p.m. and 7 p.m., July 17th and 19th at 
7:00 p.m. General admission is $20 per 
person. Students and Seniors ages 65 
and over are $15 per person. For more 
information, see the flyer at the bottom 
of the homepage at www.adathjeshu-
run.com. To make a reservation, visit 
www.adathjeshurun.com/reserva-
tions.

Anshei Sfard
Weekly classes: Talmud Trek II – Sun-
day from 9:30-10:30 a.m.; Daily follow-
ing maariv: Mishnah Berurah – Laws 
of Daily Living, learn a page a day of 
the Mishnah Bureuah and uncover the 
many laws of daily living,

Camp Livingston
Camp Livingston will host its free 2023 
Community Day Sunday, June 11 from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Located in Bennington, 
Ind, the camp will offer such events as 
swimming in the lake and pool, arts and 
crafts, and a cookout with Kona Ice. 
Registration closes June 5. For more in-
formation and to register, go online at 
https://www.camplivingston.com/
communityday/. Additional informa-
tion can be found on the Community 
Day Facebook page: tinyurl.com/mrn-
zsyxe. Sponsored in part by the Jewish 
Federation of Louisville and the Trager 
Family JCC.

Chabad of Kentucky
Services are now being held in the An-
shei Sfard building on the Trager Family 
JCC campus. Contact Chabad at Rab-
bi@Chabadky.com or 502-235-5770 for 
details.

Chavurat Shalom
We’ve got great entertainment and im-
portant, meaningful information to 
share this month. We’ll meet for lunch 
at noon in The Temple’s Heideman Au-
ditorium and our program will start at 
1:00 pm. All programs will also be avail-
able starting at 1:00 pm via ChavuratSh-
alomZoom for those who need to join us 
remotely.

Thursday, June 1 - Harpist Jessica Hyden 
will return with her enchanting music. 
Lunch will include hamburgers with all 
the fixings, baked beans, coleslaw, fresh 
fruit, and apple cobbler.  

Thursday, June 8 - Mike O’Bryan will 
entertain us with his lively accordion 
and sense of humor. Lunch will include 
chicken piccata, braised cabbage, roast-
ed potatoes, mixed green salad, fresh 
fruit, and cookies and cream trifle.

Thursday, June 15 - Fan favorite pianist, 
Bernie Schweickart, will play for us. 
Lunch will include eggplant parmesan, 
angel hair pasta with broccoli, caesar 
salad, breadsticks, fresh fruit, and tira-
misu.

Thursday, June 22 - Paul Troy, Senior 
Crime Victim Advocate at JFCS, will 
join us for Part II of his series on recog-
nizing and combatting crimes targeting 
the senior adult community.. Lunch will 
include chicken fajitas, rice pilaf, corn 
and black bean salad, fresh fruit, and 
chocolate cake. 

Thursday, June 29 - In celebration of 
Pride Month at The Temple, we’ll exam-
ine Judaism and the LGBTQ communi-
ty with members of our Temple family. 
Lunch will include beef stroganoff with 
egg noodles, mixed vegetables, mixed 
green salad, fresh fruit, and assorted 
desserts. 

If you’re not “a regular,” please RSVP by 
5 pm Tuesday if you’ll be attending that 
week in person by calling or emailing 
Sarah at 212-2038 or sarahharlan86@
gmail.com.

Chavurat Shalom is a unique opportu-
nity for Jewish senior adults to meet so-
cially and share ideas. Chavurat Shalom 
is funded through the generosity of the 
Jewish Heritage Fund, The Temple, The 
Temple WRJ/Sisterhood, The Temple 
Brotherhood, NCJW, and many other 
generous donors.

Jewish Family & Career Services
The suicide rates of transgender youth 
can drop by up to 40% with the presence 
of one adult in their lives who affirms 
their gender. JFCS is hosting a virtual 
support group for Parents of Transgen-
der Children. This group provides re-
sources and support for adults who want 
to learn more about how to best support 
their children as they explore their iden-
tities. You can learn more about this 
support group, which meets on the third 
Monday of each month, by registering at 
services@jfcslouisville.org.

JFCS is proud to announce the next 

installment of JFCS Community Chat! 
series, Supporting Transgender Youth 
Tuesday, June 6 at 6 p.m. at JFCS (2821 
Klempner Way). Community chats are 
quarterly events that bring together a 
panel of experts and activists who dis-
cuss pressing needs and topics affecting 
the Greater Louisville Community.  Join 
us as our panel discusses the unique 
challenges faced by transgender youth, 
provides invaluable insights, dispels 
misconceptions, and encourages sup-
port networks for families, friends and 
caregivers of transgender youth. Fea-
tured panelists are pediatrician Karen 
Abrams, Kentucky State Senator and 
physician Karen Berg, JFCS clinical 
social worker Melissa Roth, and Sweet 
Evening Breeze Program Coordina-
tor Stuart Walker. RSVP at tinyurl.
com/3ykuxxkb.

Keneseth Israel
Keneseth Israel Congregation offers 
Daily Minyan services at 6 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. Sunday, 
and 7:30 a.m. Monday and Thursday. 
Minyan services are offered in person 
and on Zoom at tinyurl.com/kiczoom. 
Shabbat services and Holiday services 
are offered in person and on YouTube 
Live at tinyurl.com/KICyoutubelive. 
Please visit kenesethisrael.com for 
times and Covid policies.

Jews & Brews with Rabbi Ben Freed is 
held Wednesdays at 11 a.m. on Zoom 
and in person at the Trager Family JCC– 
the weekly Torah portion is studied.

Kids and families of all kinds, come join 
us for our Family Shabbat! There will 
be a musical Kabbalat Shabbat service 
followed by a delicious meal. Every first 
Friday of the month at 6 p.m., so next 
on June 2. This event is free but please 
RSVP to rsvp@kenesethisrael.com or 
call 502-459-2780.

Have a toddler in your life? Come join 
us for our new Tot Shabbat, by popular 
demand, now twice a month, to enjoy a 
toddler friendly shortened service and 
a sweet treat, followed by coming into 
the main sanctuary to dazzle everyone 
with their rendition of closing Shabbat 
service songs.

Join us at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 
27th for Second-day Shavuot and Shab-
bat services. 

Kentucky Institute for Torah  
Education
KITE has a weekly Light of Torah class 
Monday nights at the Trager Fam-
ily JCC, in the Barbara Brick Reading 
Room from 7:30-8 p.m. Light refresh-
ments are served. There is also a Zoom 
option. Contact Rabbi Zack Blaustein at 
rabbizb@kentuckytorah.org to RSVP 
or for the zoom link.

KITE is having learning classes on The 
Path of the Just Saturday nights at 8 
p.m. Study a classical, ethical work in a 
fun and relaxed environment. Contact 
Rabbi Zack Blaustein at rabbizb@ken-
tuckytorah.org for the location or with 
any questions.

Kol Israel Community of Kentucky
Jewish Renewal members from Ken-
tucky, Florida, New Jersey, Minnesota, 
and elsewhere can participate in an 
online Second Day Shavuot this Satur-
day May 27 hosted by the Bloomington, 

Ind. Renewal Congregation. Torah and 
Song will be provided by Rabbi Marc 
Labowitz, with davening by Chaiyla 
Lerner. The Zoom room opens at 10:15 
a.m., with services beginning at 10:30 
a.m. Reservations are necessary: Call 
502-431-1595 or email KolIsraelKY@
gmail.com

An Inner Peace for Challenging Times 
Jewish Meditation Gathering will be 
presented Monday, June 12 at 9 p.m. 
The 40-minute sessions include trans-
formational teachings, Hebrew chant-
ing, and deep silence, led by Reb Brian 
Yosef Schachter-Brooks from Torah of 
Awakening. Register online at: https://
tinyurl.com/yfbbv866. Presented in 
partnership with ALEPH Alliance Jew-
ish Renewal (National) Interfaith Paths 
to Paths to Peace.

A Renewal Oneg, Service and Shabbat 
Dinner (with a special guest) will take 
place Friday June 24 at 6 p.m. Space 
is limited – call 502-341-1595 or email 
KolIsraelKY@gmail.com for reserva-
tions.

Louisville Melton School of Adult 
Jewish Learning
Louisville Melton will host a free brunch 
Sunday, June 11 at 11 a.m. at Congrega-
tion Adath Jeshurun, 2401 Woodbourne 
Ave. After the meal, Melton staff, fac-
ulty, and students will speak about de-
velopments at Melton, including news 
about programming for the 2023-2024 
academic year. RSVP at tinyurl.com/
mr2ww2je by May 30. For more in-
formation about this event, email Lou-
isville Melton Director Simon Isham at 
sisham@adathjeshurun.com.

Louisville Vaad HaKashruth
The following venues are supervised 
and certified by the Vaad: Trager Fam-
ily Jewish Community Center (kitchen), 
Trager Family JCC’s Dive-in-Diner (an 
outdoor café) from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day, UofL Jewish Hospital (ko-
sher kitchens only), Krispy Kreme, 3000 
Bardstown Road.

Moishe Pod: Louisville
The Moishe Pod: Louisville is a part of 
the international non-profit organiza-
tion Moishe House, which aims to bring 
together young adult Jewish communi-
ties from around the world. Moishe Pod: 
Louisville is open to all young adult Jews 
regardless of observance level. It will be 
hosting three free events a month to 
bring the young adult Jewish commu-
nity together in a welcoming environ-
ment. For more information or to pass 
along suggestions for an event Moishe 
Pod might host, email moishepod.lou-
isville@gmail.com.

Moishe Pod Louisville will celebrate 
Pride month with a Pride Shabbat, Fri-
day, June 9 at 7 p.m. RSVP at tinyurl.
com/MPShabbat.

NCJW, Louisville Section
NCJW is co-sponsoring the free, inter-
faith event, Reproductive Justice: Why it 
Matters for People of Faith Sunday, June 
4 from 3:30-5 p.m. More information is 
available online at ncjwlou.org.

Temple Shalom
The community is welcome at Temple 
Shalom’s Shabbat services, Fridays at 
6:30 p.m. and Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Services are led by Rabbi Beth Jacowitz 
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IT'S YOUR JOURNEY, 
WE'LL HELP YOU 

GET THERE.

Our purpose is simple, to guide and empower our clients to take control of their financial journey. 

SMALL BUSINESS SOLUTIONS        BUSINESS GROWTH + TRANSITION         AUDIT AND ASSURANCE

www.welenken.com                                                                  502.585.3251
HOW CAN WE SERVE YOU?

Chottiner and members of the congrega-
tion.

Join us Friday, May 26, as we celebrate 
Shavuot at Temple Shalom. We will be-
gin with a dairy pre-Oneg at 5:30 p.m., 
with blintzes, cheesecake, Graeter’s ice 
cream, and more. At 6:30 p.m., we will 
unroll one of the Torah scrolls and par-
ticipants will have the opportunity to 
read as part of our Shavuot observance. 
RSVP by May 22 to engagement@tem-
pleshalomky.org. Yitzkor and Shabbat 
service Saturday, May 27 at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Study will meet every other week. 
We are studying Pirkei Avot between 
now and Shavuot. The next class will be 
Tuesday, June 6 at 1 p.m. Use this Zoom 
link to join us: tinyurl.com/4jpnk3ms.

Join us for Repair Affair. Last year, Tem-
ple Shalom’s Repair Affair team did 
yard work and outside maintenance that 
allowed an elderly couple to remain in 
their home. If you are interested in par-
ticipating this year, Saturday, June 10, 
please email chailands@templesha-
lomky.org to volunteer. More details 
will be provided once we know the num-
ber of volunteers we have. No experience 
is necessary, and you can participate for 
a few hours or for the entire event.

The Temple
The WRJ/Sisterhood Gift Shop is now 
open Tuesday from 2:00 - 5:00 p.m., 
Thursday from 11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., or 
by appointment. Visit its Facebook page 
at facebook.com/wrjtemplegiftshop. 
If these times are not convenient, please 
call Sheila Lynch at 502-896-9736, Mar-
lene Ornstein at 502-291-5699, or Karen 
Waldman at 502-425-4360 to make an 
appointment to shop.

The Temple invites congregants to at-
tend Shabbat services on Friday nights 
and Saturday mornings. More informa-
tion at thetemplelouky.org.

Pickleball courts are open at The Tem-
ple! Join us for this FREE and exciting 
way to stay active. Registration opens 
every Friday for slots the next week. 
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. At least 
two of the four players need to be mem-
bers of The Temple. Be sure to sign the 
waiver and bring your own ball and pad-
dles. Register online at theteplelouky.
org/pickleball.

Join The Temple’s No Rehearsal Brother-
hood Choir on Saturday, June 3 at 10:30 
a.m. as they sing, and sponsor the Oneg 
Shabbat following services will feature 
homemade matzah and gravlax.

Join us for Hiking with Rabbi David! 
Sunday hiking adventures are for all 
ages; however, strollers are not recom-
mended. The Temple will provide hik-
ers with an awesome water bottle to 
not only ensure hydration but also as a 
keepsake for your own hikes. Our next 
hike will be Sunday, June 11 at 9 a.m. 
(please arrive by 8:45 a.m.) at Parklands 
Turkey Run Paw Paw Trail. If you’re in-
terested in attending, please sign up at 
thetemplelouky.org/hiking.

The Temple will have a special Father’s 
Day Shabbat on Friday, June 16 at 7 p.m. 
as we honor all the fathers in our com-
munity.

Join The Temple Brotherhood for our 
15th Annual Father’s Day Trap Shoot 
on Sunday, June 18. We will leave The 
Temple parking lot at 9 a.m. and car-
pool to Indian Creek Shooting Range 
in Georgetown, Indiana. We will have 
refreshments and trophies. RSVP to 
mfriedman@sustainablemgt.com.

The Temple is celebrating Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Ques-
tioning, Intersex, and Asexual (LGBTQ-
IA+) Pride month. Pride Shabbat honors 
our LGBTQIA+ members and families. 
This year we are honoring especially the 
memory of our beloved friend, Henry 
Berg-Brousseau z”l (of blessed memory), 
who grew up as a member of The Tem-
ple and was always loved and supported 
by our community. We are so proud of 
Henry’s achievements and will always 
cherish his memory. Pride Shabbat is 
Friday evening and Shabbat morning, 
June 23-24, 2023. Friday service at 7 p.m. 
will have our Temple member, Henry’s 
mother, State Senator Dr. Karen Berg, 
speak and share the legal struggles and 
discrimination that LGBTQIA+ are fac-
ing in our State.

Shabbat morning at 9 a.m. we start with 
a special Torah study led by Rabbi Da-
vid and Prof. Rev. Johanna Bos on LG-
BTQIA+ issues in the Torah and Jew-
ish sources. Shabbat services begins at 
10:30 a.m., our LGBTQIA+ members 
will be leading services and Rabbi Ra-
chael Pass (Henry’s sister) will be de-

livering the sermon. We will also view 
a special video about what it means to 
be a LGBTQIA+ member at our Temple. 
Voices of Kentuckiana, the only LGBTQ-
IA+ choir in KY will participate in the 
service, which will be led by Shir Cha-
dash and Avery Curtis. After the service, 
there will be a 30-minute performance 
led by Voices of Kentuckiana. There will 
be a special free lunch catered by Chef 
Z to all who attend (RSVP is needed at 
thetemplelouky.org/pride). The des-
serts will include the famous WRJ/Sis-
terhood rainbow cake, and we will bless 
Sarah Harlan’s delicious handmade 
rainbow challah.

You are invited to join WRJ/Sisterhood 
for snacks and desserts at our closing 
meeting on June 25 at 1 p.m., to hear 
Dr. David Finke, CEO of Jewish Fam-
ily & Career Services (JFCS) speak with 
us about transgender youth. There is no 
charge for the program, but we ask you 
to bring an unexpired food item(s) for 
the Sonny and Janet Meyer JFCS Food 
Pantry. Please RSVP to sarah@thetem-
plelouky.org by June 22.

Join us for a special Independence Day 
Shabbat. Rabbi Rachael Pass will be our 
visiting Scholar in Residence from June 

30 to July 4. She will deliver the sermon 
on Friday night, June 30, 2023, teach our 
Torah study class on Shabbat morning, 
chant Torah and deliver the D’var Torah 
for Shabbat morning service, and lead 
morning Minyan that Monday. Please 
join us.

Trager Family JCC
The Trager Family JCC will host its 2nd 
Annual Israeli Street Fair Sunday, June 
4 from 12-4 p.m. The event will feature 
Israeli Music, Food Trucks, Falafel, 
Cocktails & Mocktails, Arts & Crafts, 
Kid Zone and a Market showcasing lo-
cal artists. Admission is free. For more 
information and a list of participating 
vendors, jewishlouisville.org/israel-
istreetfair.

All Trager Family JCC members are in-
vited to join one of its many fitness class-
es, sign-up for personal training, join a 
basketball, futsal or pickleball game, 
or the new running club. Visit jcclou-
isville.org/health-wellness for more 
information or email Member Services 
Director, Amy Stephen, at astephen@
jewishlouisville.org. For those inter-
ested in memberships, visit jcclouis-
ville.org/youbelong or email mem-
bership@jewishlouisville.org.

AROUND TOWN

For Information:
jewishlouisville.org/aquatics
502-238-2758 
swimschool@jewishlouisville.org

Private & Group
Swim Lessons
Birthday parties 
at the pool
Aquafitness classes
Lifeguard &
CPR certification

Dive into

Aquatics

All Levels!

 Lessons are

For all Ages at

 Lessons areAvailableAvailablefor All Ages at

SwimSwim
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B’nai Mitzvah

Eli Cha, the son 
of Dr. Yong Cha and 
Dr. Michelle Brooks, 
and brother of Leo, 
will be called to the 
Torah as a Bar Mitz-
vah on Saturday, 
June 10 at 10:30 
am at The Temple. 
Eli is the grandson 
of Elliot and Sheri 

Brooks of West Palm Beach, Florida, and 
Bum (Bill) and Keum (Sue) Cha of Seat-
tle, Washington. 

Eli is in the ninth grade at The Acad-
emy of Louisville in St. Matthews. For his 
Pledge 13 Project, Eli selected the Shab-
bos Friends program through JFCS. Eli 
has led the Shabbos prayers and provided 
companionship during Shabbat to Jew-
ish seniors at The Forum at Brookside 
and at The Legacy at English Station. Eli 
has also volunteered at the JFCS Sonny 
& Janet Meyer Family Food Pantry and 
has raised money for the Red Cross with 
a lemonade stand. Eli enjoys reading, 
playing with his dog, visiting the local cat 
cafes, volunteering, and traveling.

Nicol Dayana 
and Asher Zevi 
Cohen, children 
of Jonathan and 
Rebecca Cohen, 
siblings of Joseph, 
Leah, Inanna, Dia, 
Kate’, Aryeh, and 
Amari, will be called 
to the Torah as Bat 
and Bar Mitzvah at 

10 a.m., Saturday June 3, at Adath Jeshu-
run.

The grandparents are Stuart and Bon-
nie Cohen and the late Richard and 
Nancy Lasky. Nicol and Asher attend the 
Waldorf School of Louisville. Nicol plays 
soccer and runs track. She enjoys art and 
listening to music.  Asher helped found 
the Earth Club at his school and loves 
being outdoors. Nicol and Asher partici-
pated in the JFCS Pledge 13 program, fo-
cusing their volunteer efforts on food in-
security, including volunteering to serve 
meals at St. Vincent de Paul and helping 
stock the JFCS Food Pantry. Nicol, Asher 
and their family invite the community to 
celebrate their B’nai Mitzvah and to the 
kiddush luncheon following the service.

Obituaries
Lawrence Allen 
“Larry” Brody

Lawrence Allen 
“Larry” Brody of 
Louisville, Kentucky 
passed away on 
Wednesday, May 3, 
2023, at the age of 
91. He is survived 
by his beloved wife, 
LuAnn Brody (nee 

Lorber); loving daughter, Sharon Sei-
gel (Jon); cherished grandchildren, Eric 
Dunn (Rae), Adam Dunn, Erin Kincaid 
(Will), Emily Seigel, Parker Brody (Gina), 
and Sam Brody; adored great-grandchil-
dren, Camden Kincaid, Walter Kincaid, 
Annemarie Brody, Julio Gomez Torres; 
loving nieces and nephews, and a caring 
staff at Magnolia Springs. 

Larry was predeceased by his parents, 
Michael and Lillian Brody; daughter, Su-
san Dunn (Lester); and son, Michael. Lar-
ry was a devoted husband of 69 years, fa-
ther, grandfather and great-grandfather. 

After graduating from Male High 
School, Larry earned a degree in account-
ing at the Indiana University School of 
Business and then entered the U.S. Air 
Force as a Lieutenant. He was a hard-
working man who successfully ran Brody 
Floor Covering for over 50 years. Larry 
enjoyed volunteering with SCORE, ush-
ering at The Temple, and ushering with 
LuAnn at the Kentucky Center for the 
Arts. He was intelligent, well-read, had 
a great sense of humor and loved a good 
joke. Larry was interested in current 
events and enjoyed lively discussions on 
a variety of topics, listening to your opin-
ion and often, offering a counterpoint. 
Larry was remarkably computer and 
technology literate and enjoyed spend-
ing time with family and friends. He will 
be missed by many but will always be in 
their hearts. 

Graveside services were held Sunday. 
May 7 at The Temple Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers, contributions may be sent to the 
American Cancer Society or American 
Heart Association. 

Geraldine Snyder
Geraldine Snyder, 103, universally 

known as Gerry, was born in 1919 and 
experienced the last century and this one 
in good health and appreciation. She was 
the 4th daughter of Esther and Jacob 

Simon. Her sisters 
predeceased her: 
Sadye (Maurice) 
Grossman, Ethyl 
(Dave) Paritz, and 
Leona (Gus) Frank. 
Jake began as a ped-
dler in the South, 
saving funds to start 
a men’s store at 9th 
& Market, where the 

family worked and lived above the store; 
later moving the business to 3rd Street. 
Gerry grew up on Floyd Street in a duplex 
shared with older sister Sadye’s family. As 
a girl, she loved accompanying her father 
as a jobber as he sold and delivered mer-
chandise to smaller retailers. She attend-
ed and savored her days at Girls High be-
fore studying Sociology at U of L

She married Sam Snyder, who prede-
ceased her when they were 65 years old. 
In their years together, these two fabu-
lous people were quite a couple and had 
a full life. They were part of the Greatest 
Generation and imparted those values to 
their sons, Marty (Courtney) and Larry 
(Melinda). In 1957, Gerry and Sammy 
built a house on Almara Circle so that 
the family could walk to the new Jewish 
Community Center.

Through the years, Gerry loved to work: 
first at her family’s store; then she and 
Sammy ran their liquor store at Preston 
& Walnut (in the former Snyder’s Kosher 
Butcher Shop); she later joined Stevens 
Marketing, where she excelled in lin-
ing up the people needed (especially her 
grandchildren and their friends) for the 
marketing studies. When she announced 
her retirement because she was giving up 

driving at night, the Stevens insisted she 
stay, and they would chauffeur her. The 
next owner did the same.

She was a volunteer through much of 
her life. Red Cross, door-to-door collec-
tions, Den Mother, synagogue volunteer, 
organizing carpools for her sons’ and 
friends’ activities, etc.

Regardless of age, she was close with 
her immediate and extended family. She 
was always fiercely independent but loved 
their company without ever wanting to 
inconvenience any of them, including her 
grandchildren: Caryn (David) Paget, Kim 
(Nick) Schmitt, Eric (Morgan) Snyder, 
Suzanne (Paul) Snyder, and Sophie Sny-
der, eight great-grandchildren, and lots of 
loving nieces and nephews.

Throughout her life, she was blessed 
with wonderful friendships. As circum-
stances changed and deaths came, new 
friends miraculously appeared. That was 
the case at Magnolia Springs, where she 
loved living during her last dozen years. 
She had no complaints there – or any-
where - just a deep appreciation of what 
life had given her. Just last Saturday, she 
expressed her happiness living at Mag-
nolia Springs. Our gratitude goes out to 
all its wonderful staff. Her independence 
and fun were extended by her amazing 
caregivers, Toemica Jackson and family.

We have lost a role model of indepen-
dence, integrity, good judgment, and sat-
isfaction with one’s lot in life.

A graveside service was held on May 3, 
2023, at Keneseth Israel Cemetery. Dona-
tions to the American Red Cross or the 
Trager Family Jewish Community Center 
(JCC).

JFEDS.ORG/CRISISINUKRAINE
#JEWISHTOGETHER
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men, women and at least one child – 
the warm family dynamic celebrated in 
cool metal.

There was still one major question 
left unanswered: Where in the Weis-
berg lobby to display the Weisberg 
sculpture to its best advantage? Should 
it be near the front windows to capture 
the morning and afternoon light? Or 
perhaps against the broad, white wall 
to the right of the Shapira Foundation 
Auditorium? It needed to be accessible, 
while at the same time protected from 
unintended bumps and minor colli-
sions with curious visitors.

“The sculpture obviously is three-
dimensional, and we’d like to view is 
from different angles,” Miller said, as 
the piece was wheeled out from a side 
corridor into the main space. “So I 
have a couple of ideas – some of them 
are artistic, and some of them are lo-
gistical.”

She gazed around the veranda facing 
those lobby windows, fixing her eyes 
on a small assemblage of chairs and 
couches. Nearby stood Frank Weis-
berg, along with his older brother, Ron. 
Alan, who lives in Florida, would join 
them for a formal dedication ceremony 
slated for June.

With assurances that furniture po-
sitioning was flexible, organizers tried 
several additional spots for the sculp-
ture. “We’re looking to give it a little 

more of a prominent spot,” Miller said. 
“And wouldn’t it be cool if people could 
literally walk around it 360 degrees. 
But I don’t think that’s a really safe 
idea – with the amount of children, you 
could have someone go clunk.”

Eventually it was decided to locate 
the piece – at least for the time being 
– just beyond the Minx & Sy Auerbach 
Veranda. It’s angled slightly so visi-
tors can peer around it without feeling 
cramped.

Moments after the sculpture was 
wheeled into place, Frank Weisberg – 
himself a longtime painter and a gener-
ous local philanthropist – stepped up to 
share a favorite story about its genesis.

“When my dad was retiring as presi-
dent of the Jewish Community Center, 
I said to my brother Ron and my broth-
er Alan, ‘This is a big deal – we’ve got 
to do something really, really nice. Bar-
ney Bright was the most well-known 
sculptor in the state of Kentucky for 
years and years and years. He knew my 
dad, he knew my mom and he knew 
my grandfather, and I was friendly 
with him. Every Saturday I would go 
and visit Barney and another sculptor, 
Paul Fields, on Frankfort Avenue.

“So anyway, we call and say, ‘Barney, 
we’d like for you to look at the Cen-
ter.’ The executive director (Al Cheist-
wer) took us through the entire build-
ing, and showed us all of the different 
things we do at the Jewish Community 
Center. And Barney says, ‘all right…I’ll 
call you in a couple of days.’

“Well, a couple of days go by. A week 

goes by. Two weeks go by – but I don’t 
hear from him. So I call him and say, 
‘Barney, what’s going on?’ And he says, 
‘Frank, I gotta tell you, I’ve been a lit-
tle pissed off at you.’ I said, ‘Wow.’ He 
said, ‘You gave me a task that was just 
too hard to be able to capture in one 
sculpture piece. But last night I had a 
dream – I dreamt about it’ So he built 
a clay model and says, ‘These are the 
things the Jewish Community Center is 
all about.’”

There are a few sculptural Easter 
eggs as well. When you look at the or-

chestra conductor’s face, it’s Bright’s. 
Other figures bear faces of Weisberg’s 
parents, with one man, cocking his ear, 
representing Bright’s hard-of-hearing 
grandfather.

None of them realized they’d been 
immortalized in bronze until the sculp-
ture was unveiled. “They were just so 
amazed and happy,” Weisberg recalled.

“So anyway, that’s why this was 
made,” he said, looking at the Tree of 
Life with evident pride. “And I just love 
the story behind it.”

(L-R) Ron and Frank Weisberg with sculptor Barney Bright (seated), soon after the Tree of 
Life sculpture was completed in 1989. (Photo courtesy of Frank Weisberg)

WEISBERG 
Continued from page 1

MONDAY, JULY 24 • STANDARD CLUB

SUPPORTING TWO ORGANIZATIONS 
THAT MAKE OUR COMMUNITY A BETTER PLACE.

GOLF FOR GOOD.

THE
REPUBLIC BANK
PLAYERS CHALLENGE

FOR INFORMATION:
ANGIE FLEITZ, AFLEITZ@JEWISHLOUISVILLE.ORG

REGISTERTODAY!
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UofL Health – 
Urgent Care Plus
LOCATIONS:

Hurstbourne Corners
9409 Shelbyville Road
Suite 104
Louisville, KY 40222
502-588-0740

Medical Center Northeast
2401 Terra Crossing Boulevard
Suite 100
Louisville, KY 40245
502-588-0746

Cedar Grove
1707 Cedar Grove Road
Suite 10
Shepherdsville, KY 40165
502-815-7890

Buechel
4423 Bardstown Road
Louisville, KY 40218
502-749-7909

Parkland
2746 Virginia Avenue
Louisville, KY 40211
502-815-7040

HOURS:
Monday - Saturday,
8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Urgent Care Plus is right around the corner. You get advanced technology 
plus compassionate care. Less wait time plus no appointment necessary. 
It all adds up to the smart choice for the very best care, plus added 
convenience. So don’t put your health on hold. That’s the Power of U.

n  Allergies and asthma

n  Allergy shots

n  Bronchitis

n  Burns

n  Cuts and lacerations

n  Colds/flu

n  Ear infections

n  Eye illnesses

n   Fractures (non-compound)

n  Foreign body removal

n  Injections

n  Lab work

n  Migraines/headaches

n   Minor injuries and illnesses

n  Nausea/vomiting

n  Physicals 

n  Sports physicals

n  Employment physicals

n  DOT physicals

n  Pink eye and strep

n  Sprains/strains

n  Stomach issues

n   Urinary tract and yeast infections

n  Work injury

n  Wound care

THAT’S THE POWER OF U

We’re close to home and  

open seven days a week,  

so you never need to put 

your health on hold. 

 

UofL Health – Urgent Care Plus. 
The Plus makes all the difference.


