
Resnick AZA class of 1960 reunion celebrates deep and enduring bonds
By Amy Higgs
For Community

When Frank Weisberg and 19 other 
teen boys joined the Resnick AZA chap-
ter of BBYO in the late 1950s, little did 
they know the foundation of love, trust 
and camaraderie they were building 
— a deep and abiding connection that 
still endures more than 65 years later.

Class of 1960 members traveled from 
all over the country to attend a spe-
cial reunion in September. The event 
marked their 80th birthday year, and 

 
 

 

Jewish LouisviLLe

community

See RESNICK AZA on page 12

Louisville’s Jewish Community 
Study “Electrifying!”

By Community Staff

“It’s electrifying!” That’s how Dr. Jon 
Klein described the recently released 
results of the 2021-22 Community 
Study of Jewish Louisville. In his life-
time, of the many studies that he has 
read, he said that this one is in the top 
three. From Dr. Klein’s perspective, 
“the data presented convinced me that 
the future could be very bright for the 
Louisville Jewish community.”

One of the most enlightening find-
ings of the study, conducted by 
Brandeis University, is that 
Louisville’s Jewish commu-

nity is larger than expected, over 60% 
larger. Previous studies, which only 
included Jewish Louisvillians who 
belonged to religious congregations 
and organizations, estimated the city’s 
Jewish population at about 8,500. It 
has been over 15 years since the last 
study. For the first time, the Louisville 
Jewish community reportedly includes 
7,100 households comprised of 18,300 
adults and children, of whom 14,200 

See JEWISH STUDY on page 19

Matt Golden 
envisions building 
local bridges as 
JCRC director
By Community Staff

Matt Golden knows what makes 
Louisville tick. He has spent much of 
his career winding the watch.

The Louisville lawyer spent 25 
years in the Jefferson County attor-
ney’s office, doing everything from 
vice to DUI prosecutions, to manag-

ing the tax 
department 
and the civil 
division be-
fore retir-
ing as first 
assistant – 
the highest 
a p p o i n t e d 
position in 
the elected 
office.

He did a yearlong stint as general 
counsel to TARC, helping the transit 
service keep the buses running dur-
ing the COVID pandemic and “falling 
in love” (his words) with its mission 
of getting students to school and par-
ents to work – what he calls “econom-
ic development at its smallest scale.” 

He currently serves as chief of 
public services in the mayor’s office, 
overseeing the fire department, EMS, 
MetroSafe, corrections, youth trans-
portation services and, most recently, 
the Office of Safe and Healthy Neigh-
borhoods.

See GOLDEN on page 27

Matt Golden

(clockwise, left to right) Amy Joseph Landon; 
Lead researcher from Brandeis University, 
Matt Brookner; Dr. Jon Klein; David Kaplan. 
Landon and Klein serve on the JHF & Federa-
tion Community Study advisory committee. 
David Kaplan serves as board chair of the 
Jewish Community of Louisville.

“We had a lot of 
laughs, and we had a 
lot of tears.”

Frank Weisberg
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Word of the Month
Hakhel – The Once in Seven 
Year Jewish Experience

I hope everyone had a happy and 
meaningful High Holiday Season. 

Most everyone knows about Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Today I 
would like to tell you about a unique 
Jewish ceremony and observance 
called Hakhel. And guess what, it is 
observed during the upcoming year, 
beginning on October 11.

Hakhel was a gathering that 
took place on Sukkot following the 
Sabbatical year in the Holy Temple 
in Jerusalem. The Torah teaches 
that every seventh year, known as 
the year of Shemittah, the Land of 
Israel must be allowed to lay fallow. 
The following year, on the holiday 
of Sukkot, every Jew—man, woman 
and child—was obligated to ascend 
to the Holy Temple for an event 
called Hakhel. The king would 
read selected portions of the book 
of Deuteronomy in the presence of 
the entire congregation. This served 
to inspire the nation to remain 
committed to G-d.

These days, there is no Jewish 
king, and we have no Holy Temple. 
But the essence of this observance, 
gathering together with fellow Jews 
for fellowship, Torah study and 
inspiration, is something each and 
every one of us can do.

Anytime during the year is a great 
time to host a Hakhel gathering, but 
the best time is on the holiday of 
Sukkot, when the king would host 
the original Hakhel. This type of 
event can be celebrated anywhere 
from a Synagogue to your living 
room, backyard, classroom or 
boardroom—all ideal spots. In fact, 
you can even hold a virtual Hakhel 
via telephone, Zoom, Facetime or 
whatever medium will bring Jewish 
people together.

A fascinating teaching from the 
Tosefta (an early Talmudic text) 
relates that on the day of Hakhel, 
the priests would station themselves 
in all the public areas of Jerusalem 
and blow golden trumpets to 
announce the commencement of 
Hakhel. It was of utmost importance 
that every kohen participate in this 
public declaration of Hakhel, to 
the point that if one failed to do so, 
his priestly lineage was cast into 
question.

It seems odd to suggest that 
failure to be part of this campaign 
would be cause for such backlash. 
After all, the message of Hakhel 
would be heard throughout the city 
even if there was one less kohen 
blasting his trumpet. However, each 
individual kohen was a necessary 
component in spreading the word.

The national Hakhel gathering in 
its glorious format took place only 
during the Temple era. However, 
as with each detail in the Torah, 
it is relevant to our day and age. 
The Hakhel year is an auspicious 
time to gather fellow Jews for the 
purpose of learning Torah and 
encouraging each other to observe 
more mitzvahs. Additionally, in 
the age of modern technology and 
Internet connectivity, we all have 
a “trumpet”—a means to spread a 
message. It may be a social media 
account, or simply a cell phone that 
can send out a text message.

I suggest we use our “trumpets” 
throughout the year to broadcast 
Jewish messages. Update your 
Facebook status with a Jewish 
thought, tweet a Jewish quote 
that inspires you, post a photo 
on Instagram of yourself doing 
a mitzvah, and encourage your 
friends to do the same. We are all 
needed in the grand marketing 
campaign of Judaism.

I plan on making a bourbon and 
bar-b-que themed Hakhel event in 
my Sukkah on October 15 at 8 p.m. 
Like in ancient Israel, everyone 
is invited. But, the main point is 
to encourage all people to host 
and attend these types of unity 
gatherings throughout the year.

All it takes to turn a family 
gathering into a “hakhel” event is to 
talk about and explain the concept 
of Hakhel as described above and 
PRESTO, your family bar-b-que is 
a mitzvah and the fulfillment of a 
Divine commandment.

Ultimately, the purpose of Hakhel 
was not to be “the world’s largest 
Torah class.” The purpose of Hakhel 
was to have a Torah experience. 
In the words of Maimonides: “to 
listen with awe, reverence, and 
joyful trepidation as on the day that 
Torah was given at Sinai.” In other 
words, the purpose of Hakhel was 
that once in seven years, the people 
should relive the Sinaic experience 
of revelation, not just to be Jewish 
but to feel Jewish.

Rabbi Chaim Litvin is program di-
rector of Chabad of Kentucky.

THE DASHBOARD
Snapshots

Candles
Here are the candle-lighting times for Shabbat and High Holy Days in October: 

• Oct     4     @  7:03 p.m. (Yom Kippur)
• Oct     7     @  6:58 p.m.
• Oct     9     @  6:55 p.m. (Sukkot)
• Oct     14   @  6:48 p.m.

• Oct     16   @  6:45 p.m.  
(Shemini Atzeret)

• Oct     21   @  6:38 p.m.
• Oct     28   @  6:30 p.m.

Read Community Everywhere…
We have you covered, Louisville – on-

line. Community stories are posted regu-
larly at jewishlouisville.org/commu-
nity/. That also is where you can find 
breaking news ahead of our print dead-
line.

Maybe you like the look of a real paper 
without the, er … paper. Then check out 
Digital Community at jewishlouisville.

org/community/community-newspa-
per/print-version/.

If you read on the run, Community’s 
social media is just the thing. Follow us 
on Facebook at facebook.com/Jew-
ishLouisville/ or on Twitter, Twitter.
com/CommunityLou, for the latest 
Jewish news from Kentucky and around 
the world. 

Contacts
Got a story idea? A letter? A gripe? A 

kudo?
Send it along to Community at com-

munity@jewishlouisville.org.
Not getting your paper? Want to sub-

scribe? Putting your subscription on 
hold? Development Associate Kristy 

Benefield can handle all circulation 
questions. She can be reached at kbene-
field@jewishlouisville.org or 502-
238-2770.

Got an item for the Community eblast? 
Send it to community@jewishlouis-
ville.org.

Deadlines
Got a news item for Community? 

Deadlines matter, especially for news-
papers. Send in your news by Monday, 
October 17 (though sooner is better). 

The paper should be in your mailbox 

by Friday, October 28.
Submitting an item for Community’s 

weekly eblast? Please submit it by Fri-
day. The eblast is sent out every Monday 
afternoon.

Corrections/Clarifications 
Have a correction? Send it to  

community@jewishlouisville.org.

Visitors to the Trager Family JCC were treated a variety of activities in the 
Weisberg Family Lobby during September. Israeli artists Moshe and Goldie 
Monzon exhibited their beautiful Israeli art. Louisville’s adopted rescue dog, 
Ethan, visited to meet members. Craig Lustig blew the shofar during a pre-
Rosh Hashanah celebration.

D’var Torah

Rabbi Chaim 
Litvin 
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FEDERATION
Federation Launches Three Pillars Series to ‘Inspire and Transform’
By Community Staff

The Jewish Federation of Louisville 
will launch its new Three Pillars Series 
this Fall with three speakers who will 
“absolutely inspire and transform all 
in attendance,” according to Stacy 
Gordon-Funk, Senior Vice President 
of Philanthropy & Chief Development 
Officer of the Jewish Federation of 
Louisville. 

The mission-focused series brings 
thoughtful, engaging and high-profile 
speakers to Louisville audiences that 
will challenge the Louisville Jewish 
community while also bringing all 
closer together.

Gordon-Funk says of the Three 
Pillars Series, “We are so excited 
to share these speakers with our 
community. As family and Jewish 
tradition and culture become so much 
more important post-pandemic, these 
speakers will help us define what this 
looks like in our new world.”

The series begins with Rabbi Steve 
Leder talking about ethical wills, 
a concept that has been discussed 
among many faith communities. 

Leder’s presentation includes topics 
of sharing the spiritual over material 
aspects of passing one’s legacy and how 
leaving words to loved ones are more 
important than anything physical.

Leder is critically and nationally 
lauded. Newsweek twice named him 
one of the ten most influential rabbis 
and Hoda Kotb, host of NBC morning 
news Today show, has shared, “Rabbi 
Leder has a way of making us all 
feel better…even when tackling 
the difficult subject of death. I was 
underlining and dog earring from the 
start. Life lessons on each page.”

Leder will present at the Trager 
Family JCC on Thursday, Nov. 10 at 7 
p.m.

The second speaker is Tim Lorsch, 
who will be at the Trager Family JCC 
on Thursday, Dec. 8 at 7 p.m. Lorsch 
was the recipient of a “suitcase” that 
miraculously made its way to him 
in 2016 from an antique store in the 
Czech Republic. The suitcase had 
his Great Uncle’s name on it with a 
transport number. 

Since receiving the suitcase and 
learning more, Lorsch has sought to 

tell his family’s story through music; 
reflecting on the hopes, dreams, 
resilience and vulnerability of the 
immigrant experience. Lorsch has 
traveled around the world to share the 
“Suitcase” story.

Others who have attended Lorsch’s 
presentations have said, “It was 
the most unique, most respectful 
experience I had ever seen regarding 

the Holocaust.” This quote was from 
Barbara Schulman who spent WWII 
hidden in a Catholic orphanage in 
Belgium.

The Three Pillars Series will continue 
in January, 2023 with a speaker from 
the Shalom Hartman Institute.

Rabbi Steve Leder Tim Lorsch

The Jewish Community of Louisville
Congratulates Steve Trager!

Bellarmine University hosts the 

KNIGHT OF KNIGHTS CELEBRATION
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2022,
honoring Executive Chair, Republic Bancorp

TRUSTEE STEVEN E. TRAGER 
and thanking our generous President’s Society donors
in Louisville and around the world.

Steve Trager is a change-maker at Bellarmine University 
and in the wider Louisville community. Republic Bank, 
where he has worked since 1987, is one of the largest in 
the area, with assets of over $6 billion and 42 full-service 
banking centers throughout five states: Kentucky, Indiana, 
Florida, Ohio and Tennessee. 

In October 2021, he transitioned from his role as bank chair 
and CEO to the position of executive chair of Republic Bank 
and its parent company, Republic Bancorp Inc., retaining 
the position of CEO for Republic Bancorp. He is currently 
executive chair of Republic Bankcorp.

For 11 years, he has been a member of Bellarmine’s Board of 
Trustees, currently serving on the Audit, Finance, Athletics 
and Executive Committees. He has provided sound 
financial guidance to the university and played a key role in 
Bellarmine’s rise to NCAA Division I. In addition, his Trager 
Family Foundation has provided scholarships for School 
of Education undergraduate majors, women of color and 
student-athletes.

Mr. Trager is involved in several local community nonprofit 
organizations. The Louisville Jewish Community Center’s 
new $43 million facility, which opened in March 2022, is 
named after his family. He also persuaded eight other 
community banks in the Louisville area to lend the Louisville 
Urban League $10 million to finish its $53 million Norton 
Healthcare Sports & Learning Center, which opened last year.

Mr. Trager was named Louisvillian of the Year in 2017 by the 
American Advertising Federation-Louisville and awarded 
the Lincoln Foundation’s Spirit of Excellence Award in 2018. 
In 2021, he was a member of Business First’s Power 50 List.

“We are thrilled to honor Steve Trager, one of our most 
dedicated Trustees,” said Bellarmine President Susan M. 
Donovan. “We look forward to celebrating with Steve, his 
family and friends, and our President’s Society members 
on October 22 at Knight of Knights.” 

ABOUT KNIGHT OF KNIGHTS
Knights of Knights is an invitation-only, 
annual event for Bellarmine University’s 
President’s Society members. This 
year’s event will be held at the Omni 
Louisville Hotel.

For more information on how to be-
come a President’s Society member or 
purchase a table for the event, contact 
Tami Fitzgerald at 502.272.8331 or 
tfitzgerald@bellarmine.edu. All pro-
ceeds benefit student aid.

TRADITION & TRANSFORMATION
Thanks to generous supporters like 
Steve Trager, Bellarmine is rising to 
the challenges of its strategic plan, 
Tradition & Transformation—to deliver 
a transformative student experience; 
to become a model for academic 
innovation; to diversify enrollment, 
expand geographic reach and reaffirm 
a commitment to equity and inclusion; 
to build upon partnerships in Louisville 
and the region; and to expand access 
and affordability.

www.bellarmine.edu/kofk

KofK ad 2022 JCC.indd   1KofK ad 2022 JCC.indd   1 8/24/22   3:09 PM8/24/22   3:09 PM
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Farm to Table 
Featured Chefs

Chef Eneitra Beattie, Shipping Port 
Brewing Company

Chef Sasha Chack, Cold Smoke Bagels

Chef Aaron Diaz, Noche Mexican BBQ

Chef Francisco Garcia, FOKO & La Pana 
Bakery of Logan Street Market

Chef Helen lmpellizzeri, Trager Family JCC 
Executive Chef

Chef Jessica Taylor, Private Chef

Chef Bruce Ucan, Mayan Cafe

NEWS
A celebration of (local) food
Farm to Table event benefiting JOFEE returns Oct. 13
By Amy Higgs
For Community

If you haven’t yet visited the 
beautiful new Trager Family 
JCC building, you’ve got a 
unique opportunity to do so on 
Thursday, Oct. 13, when the Jewish 
Outdoor, Food & Environmental 
Education (JOFEE)’s Farm to Table 
fundraising event returns for the 
first time since 2019. 

Held from 6:30 to 9 p.m., JOFEE 
will transform the Shapira 
Foundation Auditorium, Weisberg 
Family Lobby and Kohn Family 
Town Square into a farmers’ 
market, complete with barn-style 
lighting and bales of hay, and live 
music from The Song Sparrows 
Bluegrass band. 

Guests will enjoy farm fresh 
appetizers, dinner, dessert and 
cocktails, all created from locally 
grown ingredients. You can 
also shop local vendors selling 
handmade wares, from olive oil to 
candles to crafts. A silent auction 
will feature some exciting items 

up for bid, including signed works 
from Kentucky author Wendell 
Berry, cooking classes, gardening 
advice from an expert consultant, 
and JCC membership and personal 
training packages. 

“This event is made possible by 
the local farmers and chefs who 
believe in our mission and donate 

their time,” said Alayna Altman, 
JOFEE Director. “The JOFEE 
department’s purpose is to … 
create a sense of environmental 
stewardship within our campus. 
But I also think it’s important 
and within our values to expand 
the mission into our community, 
celebrate local farmers, make the 
connections between farmers and 
chefs in town, and also to promote 
the restaurants.” 

“I’m passionate about the way that 

food can bring people together,” 
Altman added. “Creating an event 
like this is a wonderful way to do 
that.” 

Special thanks to: 
Barr Farms  
Berry Best Farm  
Blue Dog Bakery & Cafe  
Rootbound Farm  
Trager Family JCC Garden  
White Creek Farms

Snowflake
Shoppe
at the Trager Family JCC

Call for Vendors!
November 19 & 20, 2022

For more information, 
Scan the QR code
or visit

Support the ELC!

The Snowflake Shoppe kicks off the holiday shopping 
season with a wide range of artisans, crafters and more.

All proceeds will assist in purchasing much 
needed educational toys and equipment to 

supplement our program. 

Guest attending the 2019 Farm to Table event that took place outdoors in 
the pavilion.

Want to go?
Tickets are $75, and all proceeds go to JOFEE programs.  
So, put on your “farm fancy” attire, get your tickets at 
jewishlouisville.org/farmtotable and take a seat at the table! 

Expires 8/31/18
Dine In Only

Mon.-Th. 11-9 PM
Fri. 11-9:30 PM
Sat. 8-9:30 PM
Sun. 9-8 PM 

Of equal or greater value.
Not good with any other offers or discounts. 
Must present coupon at time of purchase.

Goose creek
Diner

06/30/202010/31/2022
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NEWS
Mayor attends United We Stand Summit to fight hate
By Lisa Hornung
For Community

Louisville Mayor Greg Fisher was 
invited to Washington, D.C., to attend 
the United We Stand Summit hosted 
by President Joe Biden. The Summit, 
which took place on September 15, 
was created by Biden to “counter 
the corrosive effects of hate-fueled 
violence on our democracy and 
public safety.”

Fisher said he was honored to be 
invited to the Summit. “The reason 
they invited me, representing the city 
of Louisville, was because they’ve 
followed for 12 years our focus on 
compassion as a city value, leaning 
into acts of hate and discrimination,” 
Fisher shared. He further explained 
the that he is proud of how the city 
and community responded using 
“compassion as the antidote to hate” 
when attacks and threats have been 
made toward religious and cultural 
institutions.

The Summit put forward a “shared 
vision for a more united America, 
demonstrating that the vast majority 
of Americans agree that there is no 
place for hate-fueled violence in our 
country, and that when Americans 
stand united to renew civic bonds 
and heal divides, we can help prevent 
acts of hate and violence,” the White 
House said in its description of the 
event.

Fisher said that one of the issues 
discussed at the Summit was that 
most of the U.S. anti-terrorism 
funding is going to fight foreign 
terrorism, but that the biggest threat 
right now is domestic terrorism. 

The Mayor shared three issues on 
which the Jewish community should 
focus. 

Safety: “Make sure you’ve got the 
adequate training in place to identify 
any potential threats that could 
come your way, and if a threat does 
arrive at your doorstep, how do you 
respond to that?” 

Service: “The Jewish community 
has a historical role to play, an 
active and current role to play, in 
acts of charity, philanthropy service, 
reaching out to organizations or 

groups that are different than they 
are. Ultimately at the end of the day, 
we’ve just all got to learn how to love 
one another and follow the Golden 
Rule that’s in all of our holy books, 
and hopefully we can overcome 
hatred with love and compassion.”

Reach out: “Amplify our service 
work that we can do. When you do 
service work, I encourage people to 
do it with people that are not from 
their typical community. That’s 
where we build new bonds. … When 
people do service work, 90 percent 
of the volunteers reported they 
were much more confident working 
with others not like them after that 
experience. So, anybody that you 
feel is the ‘other,’ work with them, 
embrace them, make them part of us. 
And that’s how we’ve got to build that 
unity. And we’ve got a tradition of 
that in our city. So, let’s just continue 

to build on that.”

Mayor Fischer with former News Orleans mayors Marc Morial (now National Urban League President) and Mitch 
Landrieu (now Senior Advisor to President Biden overseeing implementation of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act); Mayor Fischer will with fellow mayors (photos provided by Louisville Mayor’s Office)

IT'S YOUR JOURNEY, 
WE'LL HELP YOU 

GET THERE.

Our purpose is simple, to guide and empower our clients to take control of their financial journey. 

SMALL BUSINESS SOLUTIONS        BUSINESS GROWTH + TRANSITION         AUDIT AND ASSURANCE

www.welenken.com                                                                  502.585.3251
HOW CAN WE SERVE YOU?
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AJ’s Rabbi Corber shares insight on first High Holy 
Day service in Louisville
By Community Staff

As only the 
fourth rabbi in 
Adath Jeshurun’s 
160 year-plus his-
tory, AJ’s new-
est rabbi, Joshua 
Corber, certainly 
does not take his 
role lightly in 
leading his first 
High Holy Day 

services in Lou-
isville. Especially 

considering that this year’s services 
follow two years of virtual and at-
home Zoom viewing following the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Corber explained in an interview 
before Rosh Hashanah that he is 
looking forward to making the ser-
vices “interactive and engaging.” He 
looks forward to providing points 

throughout the service that will al-
low congregants to tune in person-
ally to their own spirituality.

He further defines this ‘tuning in’ 
as actively engaging the congrega-
tion in a time for all to offer an inten-
tion as they reflect on what they are 
feeling and hearing. 

In a March 2022 Community arti-
cle, Corber spoke candidly about his 
offbeat and laid-back personality and 
his desire to make meditation a part 
of AJ life. At the time, he said, “I’m 
an out-of-the-box individual; there is 
almost nothing normal about me.” 
Since becoming the spiritual leader 
at AJ, Corber has led regular medita-
tion sessions in person and on Zoom.

Going into the High Holy Days ser-
vices, Corber is looking forward to 
some things that may be a little dif-
ferent.

He certainly understands that this 
year’s services may be ‘new’ for some 

because many may not have been 
back to in-person services since the 
start of the pandemic. And he knows 
that some congregants may be ner-
vous.

He says that he hopes to help all 
feel excited and comfortable to come 
back in person. 

From a personal standpoint, Corb-
er says that the High Holy Days are 
such a unique time for him, espe-
cially Rosh Hashanah. He shared 
that personally he will “have a space 
for reflection” on the second day, fol-
lowing the services. At that time, he 
will “take spiritual illumination as it 
comes.” 

Corber also shares that he and his 
family who have been living in Lou-
isville permanently since July 2022, 
have felt very embraced by the com-
munity and are loving the charm of 
the city and the acceptance of the AJ 
congregation.
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To submit items to Newsmakers, Around Town 
or Lifecycle, please email them to community@
jewishlouisville.org.
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FORUM
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Rabbi Joshua 
Corber
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Sara Klein Wagner
with

David Kaplan

Sara’s 
View

FORUM
A Time to Reflect on Our Growing Jewish Community

As we approach the most 
important holidays in the Jewish 
calendar, and we turn our thoughts 
toward the sweetness we desire in 
the year ahead, we are energized by 
the results of our recent Community 
Study of Jewish Louisville. 

Brandeis University’s Cohen 
Center for Modern Jewish study 
found that we have over 14,000 Jews 
living in our community and over 
18,000 living in a Jewish household 
– a much larger number than 
many expected. This has created 
a palpable sense of excitement as 
we embrace change and seek to 
learn and hear from those who 
can become an integral part of our 
Jewish community in Louisville. 

With a larger Jewish community 

comes a larger threat to our inherent 
right to safety and security. As we 
know, antisemitism is on the rise. 
As excited as we are about our 
growing Jewish community, this 
means we must redouble our efforts 
to protect all as we live, work, pray 
and play together. 

SAFE Louisville is our Jewish 
community’s initiative to provide 
both a safe and welcoming 
environment for all. As we move 
forward with fully implementing 
SAFE Louisville, we are also 
conducting a necessary dialogue to 
ensure all voices are heard. We are 
personally committed to listening 
and growing as we move enter a 
new year. We invite all to join us as 
we continue to move forward with 
these important efforts, including 
the hiring of a new regional 
security advisor.

Reflecting on the past year, there 
is much to be grateful for as we 
learn and grow from each other.

Our Jewish Federation is 
continuing its critical work to 
support our entire community and 
ensure Jewish experiences and 
cultural connections locally and 

abroad. Our Federation is strong, 
and it’s with your support that we 
will grow even stronger.

Now that we are gathering again, 
we are filled with gratitude for the 

joy we see every day in our new 
Trager Family JCC. Our new home 
was built as a continuation of the 
love and life-changing experiences 
within our previous homes over 
132 years of celebrating Jewish life 
in Louisville. We look forward to 
serving our expanding and diverse 
Jewish community, as well as 
serving and welcoming the larger 
Louisville community and as many 
Louisvillians as possible.

Shana Tova U’Metuka! A good 
and sweet new year!  
 
David Kaplan 
Sara Klein Wagner

(David Kaplan is a partner at  
Kaplan Johnson Abate & Bird LLP 
and board chair of the Jewish Com-
munity of Louisville. 

Sara Klein Wagner is the president 
& CEO of the Jewish Federation of 
Louisville and the Trager Family 
JCC.) 

David Kaplan and Sara Klein Wagner

Monday, Oct. 24 at 12 p.m.
Federation Board Room 
at the Trager Family JCC

Come hear about the P2G Summit in 
Budapest, Hungary. Members of the 
Louisville delegation to the Summit will share 
their experiences, insights and takeaways from 
their journey. RSVP by Oct. 20.

Partnership2Gether is an extraordinary global platform promoting people-to-people 
relationships through cultural, social, medical, educational, and economic programs.

Follow Partnership2Gether events on Facebook:
https://tinyurl.com/P2GLou

Powered by

Sunday, Nov. 20 at 1 p.m. 
Zoom

Book Club – The Lover , by AB Yehoshua 
   We are honored to have Ranen Omer-Sherman, 

PhD, from University of Louisville, leading the 
conversation about Yehoshua and his book. 

Contact Amy if you want to attend the 
Zoom in-person with others.

For more information, or to RSVP, contact Amy Fouts
P2G@jewishlouisville.org

Save the Date: November 2023
Travel to Israel to celebrate landmark anniversaries: 

Israel at 75 years and Partnership at 25 years.
More information coming soon.

Please Join Us!
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PICTURE THIS: REPUBLIC BANK CHALLENGE

Top row, from left: Steve Trager; First Place team: Lawrence Nibur, Kristoffer Carr, 
Mark Rothman, David Siskin; Mitch Greenfield, 2022 Committee Chair. 

Middle row, from left: Republic Bank team: R. Joe Stennis, Rita Holman, Nita Jack-
son, Pedro Bryan; Second Place team: Fred Garon, David Glick, Billy Sternberg, Bob 
Glick; Brett Oppel and Nick Novak.

Bottom row, from left: Steve Linker; Third Place team: Loren Prizant, Drew Wein-
berg, Brandon Largen, Lee Benovitz; Rabbi Simcha Snaid. 

Other Winners Include: Most Accurate, Jimmy Bornstein; Longest Drive, Lee  
Benovitz; Closest to the Hole, Bill Reed; Putting Contest, Jeff Weiss.

(Photos by Kathryn Harrington)

THANK YOU                                              to all of our sponsors and players
who are helping make our world a better place, especially…
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PICTURE THIS: DOGGIE DIP
Doggie Dip returned to the outdoor pool at the Trager Family JCC after a hiatus 
during the pandemic. (Photos by Danny Morton)

October 27, 29, 30 & 31, 2022
November 3, 2022

at the Trager Family JCC

For tickets, scan QR code,or visit:
jcclouisville.org/centerstage

Hilarious, heartbreaking and utterly unique, Falsettos is 
a contemporary musical about family, relationships, bar 
mitzvahs, baseball and AIDS. When Marvin leaves his wife 
Trina and son Jason to be with his lover Whizzer, tempers 
flare, problems escalate and everyone learns to grow up.

Tickets on Sale Now!
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25+ Years of Courtroom Experience 
in Criminal and Civil Litigation

Truth

Justice

Fairness

“I respectfully ask for your vote.”

PICTURE THIS: CENTERSTAGE

CenterStage presented its first per-
formance in the Shapira Foundation 
Auditorium. The production titled 
“CenterStage: A Century of Entertain-
ment” was a look back and a reprise 
of many favorite CenterStage memo-
ries and performances. (Photos by 
Robyn Kaufman)
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PICTURE THIS:WEST END SCHOOL & BEST BUDDIES

OCTOBER 18 - 23, 2022 • KENTUCKY CENTER
KENTUCKYPERFORMINGARTS.ORG • 502.584.7777

BASED ON SHOLEM ALEICHEM STORIES BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT OF ARNOLD PERL     BOOK BY JOSEPH STEIN   MUSIC BY JERRY BOCK   LYRICS BY SHELDON HARNICK     
ORIGINAL NEW YORK STAGE PRODUCTION DIRECTED AND CHOREOGRAPHED BY JEROME ROBBINS     ORIGINALLY PRODUCED ON THE NEW YORK STAGE BY HAROLD PRINCE

DIRECTED BY BARTLETT SHER   CHOREOGRAPHED BY HOFESH SHECHTER   INSPIRED BY THE WORK OF JEROME ROBBINS

”AN ENTIRELY FRESH, 
FUNNY & GORGEOUS 
NEW PRODUCTION. 

 A REASON FOR CELEBRATION!”
– N E W  Y O R K  M A G A Z I N E

The Trager Family JCC hosted Best Buddies 
Kentucky and students from the West End 
School for a variety of events and activities 
over the past couple of months. Best Bud-
dies hosted their first ever local Leadership 
Conference. Susan Hovekamp, a Trager Fam-
ily JCC instructor, hosted an inclusive yoga 
class for the group to take a break from the 
day full of learning and collaboration.

JCL Board Member Chris Brice brought the 
West End School pickleball team, that he and 
his wife Sara coach, to the Trager Family JCC 
to enjoy an afternoon of pickleball on the new 
outdoor courts.
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NEWS

continued a ritual that Weisberg said is 
unique among BBYO chapters.  

“I think it’s unheard of that no one 
has dropped out,” he said. “Everybody 
is still is so invested in this group af-
ter all these years. It’s really wonderful, 
and we all appreciate how special it is.” 

In addition to traditional activities 
like dinner and drinks, a walk across 
the Big Four Bridge, an outing to the 
Speed Museum and, of course, a tour 
to show off the beautiful new Trager 
Family JCC, the weekend also included 
sincere and honest conversations dur-
ing “circle” time, a tradition that began 
at the group’s first reunion in 1965. 

While the men became close during 
their time in BBYO — they all knew 
everyone’s parents and grandparents, 
and spent a lot of time at each other’s 
houses — Weisberg said those friend-
ships revolved mostly around school, 
sports and girls. The 1965 reunion is 
what opened the door to the profound 
connections they all have today. And 
that’s thanks to the very first “circle.”  

This particular Resnick AZA class 
is a successful group of high-ranking 
executives, physicians, lawyers and 
more. At their first reunion, two mem-
bers who were psychologists suggested 
that they change the layout of the room 
where they were meeting at the JCC 
from a classroom of desks to a circle 
of chairs, group-therapy style. They 

also advised that “what’s said in the 
room, stays in the room,” giving each 
man permission to share their deepest 
thoughts and feelings without judg-
ment, Weisberg said. 

And share, they did — about their 
families, their careers, their joys, 
hopes, pain and fears. 

“We had a lot of laughs, and we had 
a lot of tears,” Weisberg said. The first 
session was scheduled for only a few 

hours, but it ended up taking the whole 
day. “Everyone wanted to participate. 
It really created a bond between us.”  

The same has been true at every re-
union since then. 

As you might expect, the class has 
faced some losses over the years. 
Though seven of the original 20 mem-
bers have passed away, Weisberg is 
quick to point out that they are still 
with the group in spirit. Eight-by-10-
inch photos of those who died take 
space in the chairs where the men once 
sat. The other 13 wouldn’t miss the cir-
cle gatherings for anything the world. 

Because of the pandemic, it has 

been about three years since the class 
of 1960 met in person, though they 
initiated monthly Zoom calls to keep 
in touch. But nothing can replace the 
magic that happens when they are all 
in the same room. This year’s event was 
a highly anticipated homecoming. 

“Everybody that I’ve talked to about 
this over the years who were in other 
clubs, or other Resnick AZA years, they 
say, ‘I wish we had had gotten together 
like that,’” said Weisberg. “And my an-
swer to them is this: You can do it. All 
it takes is one person to coordinate it  
and get it started.” 

RESNICK AZA 
Continued from page 1

“Everybody is still is so 
invested in this group 
after all these years. It’s 
really wonderful, and we 
all appreciate how special 
it is.”

Frank Weisberg

Resnick AZA Class of 1960

Allan Ament 
Wayne Bizer 
Jay Brodsky 
Alan Cooper*
Roger Davis 
Phillip Feitelson*  
Arnie Friedman 
David Friedman 
Joe Goldberg 
Max E. Goldberg*
Harry Gradman*

Ken Krebs 
Ron Krupp 
Burt Levy*
Fred Morguelan 
Ed Mueller 
Arnold Pernick*
Ron Snyder*
Frank Weisberg 
Stuart Yoffee

*passed away Members of the class of 1960 Resnick AZA chapter of BBYO traveled from all over the country to 
attend a special reunion in September. The event marked their 80th birthday year.

You have poured your heart and soul into Louisville’s Jewish 

community and made a difference. Your commitment to Jewish 

Louisville stands as a testament to your values.

Now is the time to take the next step in making it an enduring 

part of your Jewish legacy.

As you plan for the future, think about what your Jewish legacy 

means to you. And please consider the institution closest to your 

heart in your will or estate plan.

To learn more about how to create your Jewish legacy, please 

contact Gayle Shoemaker at gshoemaker@hewishlouisville.org.

YOUR LEGACY matters.



Jewish Community Louisville Capital Campaign  
donors weave tapestry of giving

The opening of the new Trager Jewish 
Family Community Center in April marked 
the culmination of years of research, tireless 
work, meticulous planning, fundraising, expert 
architecture, craftmanship and the commitment 
of an entire community. It really has happened 
one brick at a time, one donor at a time, says 
Phil Rowland associate/designer, GBBN, the 
architectural firm entrusted with this once in a 
lifetime project.

Sadie Shoemaker knows all about it.
Some 18 months ago, Sadie, then a seven-

year-old first grade JCPS student, donated $10 
to the Jewish Federation of Louisville’s Capital 
Campaign. A note she wrote herself in pencil on 
ruled paper said, “I want to help bild the new 
Jcc.” This young philanthropist pulled from her 
“tooth-ferry” money to make this donation.

Recently, Sadie took a moment out of her 
busy day to share her thoughts about giving, 
“I’m proud that I made a donation and I love the 
new JCC. I especially love the water slide and 
swimming.”

Stacy Gordon-Funk, Senior Vice President of 
Philanthropy & Chief Development Officer at the 
Trager Family JCC/Jewish Federation, received 
the note and two crisp $5 bills and was touched 
by this gift, “I have been overwhelmed by the 
generosity of our community, but to receive this 
note and contribution from Sadie was amazing.”

Sadie started at the Early Learning Center 
(ELC) at age three months and stayed through 
her Pomegranates year. She made friends there 
and just feels safe. “The JCC is like her happy 
place,” said her mother, Gayle Shoemaker, 
database coordinator at the Trager Family JCC/
Jewish Federation. Sadie still goes there with 
her mother every day to drop off her younger 
sister, Annie, at the ELC. The busy cross-country 
runner also attends Hebrew School at the JCC.

Jon Fleischaker, Trager Family JCC/Jewish 
Federation board chair during the capital 
campaign, added, “Every gift matters. Every gift 
counts. In the true essence of tzedakah, charitable 
giving begins in the heart and soul of the donor 
translating into making the world a better place. 

More than 500 donors have shared their gifts 
with us to make the new Trager Family Jewish 
Community Center a reality. Thanks to all our 
donors, we’ve raised more than $44 million, 
surpassing our original $40 million goal. We’re 
still going. There’s more to be done to complete 
our vision.”

The two five- 
dollar bills and 
note that 7-year-
old Sadie Shoe-
maker sent to the 
Capital Campaign

Trager Family Jewish Community Center  
reveals Wall of Honor at donor event

More than 200 donors and their families 
and friends turned out for the Trager 
Family Jewish Community Center Wall 
of Honor Event on Sunday, September 18. 
To kick off the program, Camp and Club 
J children entertained the crowd with 
a dance performance to “Golden Boy.” 
Thanks to generosity of donors, more than 
650 children attended Camp this year 
compared with 437 last year.  

Amid the program led by those who 
made the vision of the new JCC a reality, 
a champagne toast and the Wall of Honor 
reveal, attendees toured the new 106,000 
square foot facility and saw first-hand their 
donations at work.  They spent this time 
of celebration in a new home for Jewish 
children, parents, grandparents, brothers 
and sisters that extends its front porch and 
open arms and a heartfelt welcome to all who 
walk through its doors.  

After opening remarks from Jerry Abramson, 
co-chair, Capital Campaign, and the dance 
performance, he turned the program over to 
Jeff Goldberg, treasurer, JCL board of directors 

and chair of the Capital Campaign Steering 
Committee.  

Goldberg led the remarks by reminding 
everyone that the new facility has attracted 
more new members for the summer season 
than ever in the 10-year history of recording 

membership growth, “The Jewish 
community is coming together – friends 
are reuniting in this new incredible 
facility that makes way for more services 
that our community wants and needs.” 

He added, “Thanks to your gifts, we 
exceeded our $40 million fundraising 
goal – we are almost at $44.5 million. We 
know these dollars translate into more 
services for seniors, children, families, 
and individuals.” 

This special day marked the 
culmination of years of research, tireless 
work, meticulous planning, fundraising, 
expert architecture and craftmanship 
and the commitment of an entire 
community.  

GBBN architects will tell you that 
it’s about far more than “bricks and 

mortar.” Their vision included the JCC’s unique 
place within the region’s cultural heritage.  

Jason Groneck, principal/market leader, 
GBBN, said in his remarks, “It is a beacon of 
assimilation for successive waves of Jewish 

beyond
IN APPRECIATION OF THE MANY 

DONORS WHO MADE OUR TRAGER 
FAMILY JEWISH COMMUNITY  

CENTER A REALITYgrateful!

Continued on back



Dr. Karen Abrams & Dr. Jeff Glazer
Dr. Berel & Mrs. Nancy Abrams
Kenny & Susan Abrams
Ron & Marie Abrams
Jerry & Madeline Abramson & Family 
In memory of Bettye &  

Shelly Abramson 
Leslie W. Abramson 
Sidney Abramson 
Advanced Business Solutions
Pam & Tom Alaimo
Barry Alberts
Anne & Andy Almond
Jan & Billy Altman
Carlyn & Bill Altman & Family 
Paul & Linda Amarant
Bobbi & Andy Andriakos
Aquatics Construction & Services
Arrow Electric 
Auerbach Family 
Minx & Sy Auerbach 
Bob Auslander 
Judith Axelrod, MD
Robert & Toni Bader Charitable 

Foundation 

Sandy & Jim Bailen
Michael & Caren Bailen
Neal & Lisa Bailen
Steven, Sheila, Ellen, & Andrew Baker
Dr. Laurie Ballew
Esther Banashek
Jeff Barr
William E. Barth Foundation 
Gladys & Lewis Bass
Barbara Bass
Stanley Bayersdorfer
Mary Jane Beale
Angie Becker
Dr. Max & Harriett Behr 
Behr Family: Tammy, Mark & 

Madelyn & Carol Behr
Terry & Arnold Belker 
Nick Belker 
Mary Frentz Bellino
Keren & Yariv Benabou
Kristy Ann Benefield
Lee & Amy Benovitz & Family 
Shellie Benovitz 
Carl Bensinger
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Berg
Karen A. Berg
Karen & David Berman 
David Berman
Dennis Berman
Harris Berman
Howard Berman 
Dr. Matthew & Ellana Bessen
Donald Bierman
Bert & Ann Leah Blieden
Susan & Mark Blieden
Jody & Tom Block & Family 
Bruce E. Blue & Family 
The Karen & Todd Blue Family 

Foundation 
B’Nai Tzedek Fund
Judges Danny & Judith Boggs
Chester & Susan Borgida
Elaine Bornstein
Marsha & Ed Bornstein
Aaron & Judith Bortz

Sandy & Craig Bowen 
Shelly & Benjamin Breier
Sarah & Chris Brice
Joyce Bridge 
David, Jacqueline & Michael Brill
E. Britt Brockman MD
Mona & Jay Brodsky
The Betty & Robert Bronner Fund 
James Graham Brown Foundation
Delores Brown 
Jimmy & Martha Buchanan  
Paul Burke Family 
Jessica Thompson Bush 
Calhoun Construction
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey P. Callen
Leslie Cantor
Carmicle Family 
Mrs. Lynne Carney
Marilyn B. Carney
Kristoffer Carr
Betsy O. Chandler 
Steve Chase & Vicki Chase 
Lee Chottiner & Rabbi Beth Jacowitz 

Chottiner 
Joe Clay
Patti & Marvin Coan 
Edwin Cohen & Dafna Schurr
Janice D. Cohen
Michael & Dara Cohen
Florence Cohn, Nadine and Rosalyn
Joel & Salli Coleman
Kevin & Sandra Collins
Milton & Gay Comer Philanthropic 

Fund
Deanne & Bill Cook 
Meg & Ben Coomes
David & Helane Cooper
Candy Coppaken 
WHAS Crusade for Children
Davis Jewelers
Melvin S. & Shellia J. Davis
Natalie Q. Davis 
Michael & Marsha Dee
Lynn Bizer DeMarco & Gino 

DeMarco
Leslye Dicken
Robin & Patrick Dixon
Ann Dorzback
Mr. Douglas Dowell, Sr. 
Dr. & Mrs. James Doyle
Melissa, Ken & Sam Draut
Sofiya & Marks Dubrovenskaya
Mike Nash / Duplicator Sales & 

Service 
Mary & James Eaves
Dr. Richard Edelson & Donna Smith
Mark Eichengreen & Dr. Lynn Simon
Jane & Bert Emke
Alan & Linda Engel
Julie & Jim Ensign
Anne Ensign-Urteaga
Mark & Joan Epstein
Paula J. Erdelyi & Larry S. Myers 
Joe & Toni Ernst 
Irvin F. & Alice S. Etscorn Charitable 

Foundation
Pamela Fackler
Feller Family
Steve Fenster
Mrs. Ann Fenzel
Evelyn L. Figa
Mike Fine & Terri Keeley
James & Phyllis Fine
In Memory of David Fleischaker
Fleischaker-Greene Family
Rebecca Fleischaker
Daniel Fleischaker
Kay Fleischaker, Karen Cox, Ted 

Fleischaker, Ivan Howard
Marc & Phyllis Fleischaker 
Anita & Marvin Fleischman
Michael & Brenda Fleishman
Angie Fleitz 
Phyllis & Larry Florman
Esther Fox

James & Connie Fox, Steve Fox & 
Alison Fox

Jeff Fox Family
Lawrence & Sherre Fox 
Sheldon & Debbie Fox
Stuart & Kim Frankenthal 
Robert Frankrone
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Frentz
Maureen Friedman
Friends of H&S Hardware 
Friends of Barbara Goldberg
Jasmine Farrier & Daniel Frockt
Martha Frockt
Ryan & Richard Frockt
David S. Fuchs
Dr. & Mrs. Gary Fuchs
Stacy Gordon-Funk & Don Funk
Annette & Joseph Gale Fund
Bruce S. Gale
Terrie Gale
The Harris / Garfinkel Family 

Charitable Fund
Lori & Joel Garmon
Lexi Garrison
Kevin & Janet Garvey
Paul & Wendy Gasser
Stephen C. Gault
GE Appliances, a Haier company
Cindy & Jonathon Geer
Stacey & Ronnie Geer
Janet Geron 
Leah Kohn Gersh
The Gheens Foundation
James Gildehaus
Alan Gildenberg
Sheldon G. Gilman
Heather & Seth Gladstein
Sylvia & Steven Glassman
Gila Glattstein
Gayle Glazer
Dr. Mark Glazer & Ms. Cynthia Stone 
Sharon Glickman
Sharon & Tommy Glogower
Barbara & Eddie Goldberg
Dr. Jeffrey M. Goldberg
Jan & Jonathan Goldberg
Steven & Jennifer Goldberg
Stuart & Linda Goldberg
Vycki Goldenberg-Minstein
In memory of Dr. Albert Goldin
Dr. David & Nicole Goldstein
Jane Goldstein
Orit Goldstein
Patti & Ronnie Goldstein
Shira Goldstein
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Goldwin
Betty Goodman
Goodman Family Charitable Fund
Barbara & David Gordon

Marcia & Donald Gordon 
Karen & Doug Gordon
Harold & Frankye K. Gordon
Michael Gordon & Family 
Gould Family 
Katelyn Graves
Helaine & Stephen Green
Max Pearson Green
Raema E. Green
Ralph Green & Shellie Branson
Phyllis Green 
Rachel. Craig, Daniel & Benjamin 

Greenberg
Debbi & Rick Greenberg
Ruth & Ronald Greenberg
Carol Greissman

Jim & Sandy Griffiths
Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Carolyn Humphrey 
Evalyn & Phil Grossman
Madilyn Guss
Caroline Guthrie
Don Habig
Kirk & Amy Haffler 
Mark & Sandy Hammond
Hardscuffle, Inc. 
Sarah & Mike Harlan
Monica Harmon
Stuart Harris Philanthropic Fund 
Dana Harrison
Thomas & Kathleen Harter
Lisa Yussman Hawkins

Haynes & Vine Families & Blue Grass 
Automotive Inc. 

Robert & Lisa Heath
Camy & Steve Heine 
Louis S. Helman 
Caryl Hemmer
Herman Meyer & Son Inc. 
Hertzman Family 
Lee Hildebrand Philanthropic Fund
Katey & Bob Holtgrave
Jeff & Susan Horen
Kathleen Horn 
Reisa Huber
Dennis & Judith Hummel
Dale & David Hyman
Sidney & Barbara Isaacs Hymson
Karen Strauss, Michael Hymson & 

Family 
Darryl, Wayne, Marc & Stephen 

Isaacs & Families
Jennifer Jacobson
Harry Jacobson-Beyer
Margaret & Jeffrey Jamner
Jewish Heritage Fund 
Deede Baquié Jones
Fred & Anne Joseph Family 
Louise K. & Clarence F. Judah 
Karen & Howard Kahn
Shelley & Marshall Kahn
David & Elizabeth Kaplan
Jim & Irene Karp
Jan Karzen 
Jeff & Sharon Katz
Martha & Lowell Katz
Harvey & Arlene Kaufman
Sherry & Jay ‘Buddy’ Kaufman
Ruth D. Kelly
Kentucky Mirror & Plate Glass 

Company
Chris Kinberger
Kindred Healthcare
Klein Family Foundation, Inc.  
Dr. Howard D. Klein
Jon & Laura Klein
Larry & Michele Klein
Jay & Karen Klempner
In memory of Bobbie Kletter
Matthew Kletter
Laura Koby
Melvyn M. Koby, M.D.
Raquel Koff
David Kohn
Denise Kohn & Adam Blank
Bob & Margie Kohn
Stacey Kohn 
Lois Kohn-Claar & Gary Claar
Jerry Koloms & FMS pbc



Michael & Margie Kommor
Kosair Charities 
Alvin Kreitman
Marilyn Katz & Daniel Kreitman
Marsha Kreitman
Max Kreitman
Sonny & Kaye Kreitman 
Kronenberg Family 
Susan Kwasny 
L&H Charitable Gift Fund
Susan Abramson Lancaster
The Estate of Herman Landau 
Lanzet Family
Amy & Sterling Lapinski
Jessica & Ethan Lasser
Legacy Foundation of Kentuckiana
David, Phyllis & Jennifer Leibson
Family of Robert Lerman: Joan, Sam, 

Sarah, Rob & Claire
Guy & Nancyanne Lerner
Arnold J. Levin & Donald A. Powell
Glenn & Marci Levine 
Karen & Howard Levine
Ron & Sonia Levine
Udell & Sheila Levy
William & Judy Levy
Louis Levy & Wilma Probst Levy 
Sandra & Stephen Linker 
Charles & Karen Lipschutz
Tina & Ed List
Rabbi Shmully Litvin
Renée Loeb
Thomas M. Loeb, M.D.
Jessica Loving & Sheryl Snyder
Vicki Lurie
Joanie & Craig Lustig
Kimberly MacDonald
Mindye & Rick Mannel
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence Margolies
Martin Margulis Family 
Dr. & Mrs. Ivan Marks & Family
Theresa & Michael Mattei 
Rosa Maya
Robbyn McClain 

Patricia & Kevin McDowell
Galelyn McElroy
Joanne McMahon
Sherri & Kenneth McPeek
Dr. Lawrence Wasser & Ms. Laura 

Melon
Charles Merrill
Meyer & Renco Families 
Rabbi Stanley Miles & Sheilah 

Abramson Miles
Miles Family 
Bruce & Robin Miller 
Gloria Miller 
Mason Miller & the Mason Rudd 

Foundation 
Les & Sandee Miller 
Misbach Family 
Guy Montgomery
Chris & Lisa Moorman
Julia Bright Moran
Goldia Morrison
Louis Moseson
Alex Munits
Sally Berman Murek
Ian, Stephanie, Gabriel & Miriam 

Mutchnick
Mutual of America
Irina Nadeina
Nagel Family
Julie Namkin & Greg Singlust
National Council of Jewish Women, 

Louisville Section
Michael & Mindy Needleman
Nibur Family 
In memory of Mercedes Nibur 
Ivan (Mickey) Nibur
W. Barrett Nichols
John Michael & Janet Noon 
Samantha Norgren
Northern Trust
Mrs. Patricia S. O’Brien
Sarah & Chuck O’Koon
Howard & Carol O’Koon
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin O’Koon
Stacy Orenstein
Sylvia Osoffsky
Ostroff Family
Donald & Kathleen Paper 
Lois Pardol
Roshann Parris & Jeff Dobbs, Harry 

Parris, Justin & Tessa Cohen
Myron & Barbara Pass
Ron & Sue Paul
Shirley Paul
In memory of Pauline Pearson
Jeff Perellis 
Debbie & David Perellis
Dr. Mark & Marci Perelmuter Family 
Plumbers Supply Co. 
Pohn & Roemer Families 
Polur Gold Family 
David J. Pottinger & Marie Starr 

Pottinger
Judy & David Powers
Pressma Family
Sarah Provancher & Joe Weber
Betsy & Mark Prussian & Family 
PSS Contractors LLC
Clifford & Sharon Radin
Martin J. Raff & Patricia J. Donnelly 
Paul & Helen Rafson 
Republic Bank Foundation 
Jim, Rhonda, Eric, Sophie & Hillary 

Reskin & Carly Cundiff
Peter & Lisa Resnik 
Victoria Reznikoff 
Ridge Painting LLC
Abraham Rolnick
Benjamin Rooks
Rosenbaum Family: Barbara Katz, 

Diane & Richard Rosenbaum 
Siddy N. Rosenberg
Marcy & Elliott Rosengarten 
Dr. John B. & Bonnie Seidman Roth 

Family 
Daniel & Lisa Roth 
Evan & Lindsay Roth
Louis & Lee Roth Family Foundation
Dr. Edward A. Rothschild II & Mrs. 

Shannon Rothschild
Laura & Mark Rothstein
Maxine & David Rouben 
Clara Rowe
Lewis & Ilean Rowe, Daniel & 

Sally Weinberg, James & Mindy 
Weinberg

RSQ Fire Protection

Ronald Rubin 
William Rubin
Michele & Martin Ruby
Susan Rudy 
Scherrill Russman 
Amy & Bill Ryan
Felice & Bob Sachs 
Mike Sadler & Susan Barnes
In memory of Annette Sagerman
Michael & Beth Salamon 
Terry & Anne Sams 
Lottie Samuel
Charles Sarasohn
Carol & Milan Savkovich
Marlene & Ben Schaffer
Robin Schalda
Bud & Sandy Schardein & Family 
Sheldon & Denise Schiller
Robert & Deborah Schiller, Pam & 

Brian Socolow, Andrew Schiller
Marilyn D. Schorin
Mona & Frank Schramko & Family 
Sammy & Ibby Schulman & Family, 

Katie & Jim Fleischman & Family
Angie & Richard Schultz 
Linda & Hunt Schuster
Cathy & Lon Schuster
Lloyd & Marcia Schuster & Family
Schwartz Insurance Group
Laura Seigle 
Dr. David Seligson
Joel Selker
Sharon Sexter
Teresa M. Shacklette
Rosalind Shaffer
Phyllis & Michael Shaikun 
Mat Shalenko
Shapira Foundation
Judy Shapira
Howard & Shane Shaps
Dan J. Sheets & Family 
Keith & Karen Sherman
Louise J. Sherman 
Gayle Kussoy Shoemaker & Chris 

Shoemaker 
Sadie Beth Shoemaker
Andrew & Maria Shore
Diane Shott
Roger Shott
Mark Silver & Stephanie Reese 
Alan & Jill Simon
Mrs. Adele Singer
Cheryl R. Sivak
Olga Snyder
Whitney & Trevor Soergel
George R. Sotsky
Rob South
Ronald Speier & Sharon Silversmith
Randy Spivak
David S. Sprawls & Rosemarie 

Marshall Sprawls
Irene Spyke
Elaine Stauble & Bruce Tasch
Linda & Sam Stein
Elaine E. Steinberg
Michael Steklof

Amy Stephen
Elaine & Donald Stern
Stratton Family 
Shirley & Fred Strauss
Lindy B. Street
James Strull
Melanie-Prejean Sullivan
Wade & Pat Summers
Lyle & Susan Sussman
Becky Ruby Swansburg
Steve & Helen Sweitzer
Tammy & Mark Switow
Dr. Allan & Cathy Tasman
Lynn & Maury Tasman
Maura & Gerald Temes Family 
Donna Thompson
Mary Jean Timmel 
Scott Trager
Jean Trager 
Trager Family Foundation 
The Training Studio 
Jennifer, Jeffrey, Andrew, Ethan & 

Jared Tuvlin
Benjamin Vaughan
Sara, Howard, Talia, Elana & Yael 

Wagner
Leon & Helen Wahba 
Stuart A. (Tony) & Roberta Waldman  
Walker Mechanical Contractors Inc. 
David & Shiela Steinman Wallace
Judith Waterman
Louis & Leah Waterman
Alvin & Sally Wax
Weinberg Family: Edward, Elaine, 

Matthew, Reed, Diane Audrey & 
Eliza

Daniel & Sally Weinberg
David & Beverly Weinberg
James & Mindy Weinberg
Debbie & David Weinstein
Alan Weisberg & Denise Courshon
Frank & Barbara Weisberg Family 
Ron & Elaine Weisberg Family 
Jeffrey & Karen Weiss 
Jean Wells
Jane White
Lotte Widerschein
Frances Winchell 
Louis & Millicent Winner
Carol & Jacob Wishnia 
Thomas Wissinger
Julia & Jeffrey Wolf 
Michael & Paula Wolf
Simon Wolf
Stephi & Jonathan Wolff
Barbara Woosley
Yarmuth Family 
Lior Yaron
Drs. Stuart & Beth Yudofsky
Dr. Marvin Yussman
Zachariah Family Philanthropic Fund
Dr. Kenneth & Shelly Zegart
Tom & Barbara Zehnder
Jeanette Garber Zemsky
Ann Zimmerman
Kitty Zink
Anonymous (26)
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Help fill the JFCS Sonny & Janet Meyer Food Pantry  
during the Feeding Families Food Drive!  

Visit jfcslouisville.org to find a list of high-need items. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

HOW TO GIVE

1.  Bring items to your local synagogue 
anytime between Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur.

2. Bring items to JFCS on October 9th 
from 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

3. Order online at bit.ly/JFCSPantryWishList 
and ship items directly to JFCS.

Join us to celebrate A Night of Humor, featuring  
comedian & Louisville native Raanan Hershberg!  

This free event will be held at the Trager Family JCC. 

A Cocktail Party to benefit JFCS & the  
Lillian O. Seligman Contemporary Thought Forum  

will be held on Sunday, November 13. 

Register for both events at jfcslouisville.org.

Wall of Honor continued from front

immigrants to Louisville, home to countless 
Jewish families over the past one-hundred and 
twenty years, a place of unity and cohesion for 
Louisville Jewry and a hub of inclusivity and 
understanding within the broader community. 
Inherent in the organization’s mission, vision 
and core beliefs is a holistic commitment to the 
fundamental wellness of individuals and their 
communities, body, mind and soul.” 

He added, “It has been an honor and a 
privilege for me and our team at GBBN to work 
on such a meaningful project that will serve as 
the foundation for the JCC of the future.  

Phil Rowland, associate/designer, GBBN, 
spoke to the design of the wall and the 
intricacies of such a project, “When you look 
at the Western Wall … you can tell exactly 
where the work started and stopped for the 
next generation; you see between the size and 
color of the stones that are used; you can see 
this distinct leveling.  

He added, “When we designed this donor 
wall, we mirrored that idea to where the first 
seven rows of these tiles have a different color 

and a different feeling, and the next four have 
a different color and a different feeling. But 
it’s subtle, just like the wall. Each of 417 tiles 
on the wall is different, using four different 
thicknesses in eight different shades of blue 
and two different colors for text.” 

Despite the challenges that came with 
completing this massive project with the onset 
of COVID-19 and the restrictions surrounding 
it, the team soldiered on as evidenced by Jon 
Fleischaker’s quote, “We’re going to get this 
done.” Fleischaker, former JCL board chair 
and co-chair of the Capital Campaign with 
Jerry and Madeline Abramson, Frank and 
Barbara Weisberg and Jeffrey Tuvlin, remained 
steadfast in his commitment throughout the 
entire process as did the entire community.  

In his remarks, Frank Weisberg, in the lobby 
named for his family, shared the memory of 
his parents spearheading efforts to build the 
JCC’s previous home in 1955 and connected 
that memory with the JCC of today – a source 
of pride for all. 

At the conclusion of the remarks, Jerry 
and Madeline Abramson led the group in a 

celebratory toast and invited Steve Trager, 
executive chair/chief executive officer, Republic 
Bancorp Inc. and Jeff Polson, president/chief 
executive officer, Jewish Heritage Foundation, 
to join them on stage as a sign of appreciation 
for their generous campaign donations. 

Sara Wagner, chief executive officer, Jewish 
Community Louisville, thanked everyone 
for their donations, thanked staff and all 
who made the Wall of Honor event happen. 
She then invited Stacy Gordon-Funk, senior 
vice president/chief development officer and 
Kristy Benefield, philanthropy senior database 
manager, Jewish Federation of Louisville, to 
pull those curtains down for the big reveal. 

After the reveal and a rousing round of 
applause from guests, the beautifully decorated 
Shapira Foundation Auditorium opened its 
doors for cake, appetizers and champagne.  

As they were leaving, guests stopped to visit 
with one another, tell one more story and set 
the tone of welcome inclusivity for generations 
to come at the new Trager Family Jewish 
Community Center. 



JEWISH FAMILY & CAREER SERVICES
Location: Louis & Lee Roth Family Center  I  2821 Klempner Way  I  Louisville, KY 40205
502-452-6341  I   jfcslouisville.org

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14

Help fill the JFCS Sonny & Janet Meyer Food Pantry  
during the Feeding Families Food Drive!  

Visit jfcslouisville.org to find a list of high-need items. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

HOW TO GIVE

1.  Bring items to your local synagogue 
anytime between Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur.

2. Bring items to JFCS on October 9th 
from 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

3. Order online at bit.ly/JFCSPantryWishList 
and ship items directly to JFCS.

Join us to celebrate A Night of Humor, featuring  
comedian & Louisville native Raanan Hershberg!  

This free event will be held at the Trager Family JCC. 

A Cocktail Party to benefit JFCS & the  
Lillian O. Seligman Contemporary Thought Forum  

will be held on Sunday, November 13. 

Register for both events at jfcslouisville.org.

You can’t get physically fit in 10 minutes.

But you can apply for an account at 
Republic Bank in 10 minutes or less 
— right from your mobile* phone.
And you won’t even break a sweat.

Easy banking begins in 10. 
Apply now at RepublicBank.com/apply 
or scan to get started.

*Message and data rates may apply from your wireless carrier.
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Demographic Snapshot 

The study found that 
the total number 
of Jewish adults 
and children living 
in Louisville was 
significantly higher 
than what past stud-
ies have shown. Also 
significant is the 
number of Jewish 
children, 2,200. Of 
the Jewish children, 
42% have had a Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah cer-
emony, 18% received 
books from PJ Library, 
14% attended part-
time Jewish K-12 
(Hebrew) School and 
7% attended Jewish 
summer camp.

People in Jewish households 

Jewish adults and children

18,300

14,200

Jewish households 

7,100

Jewish adults  Jewish children
12,000 2,200

Average age of all 
Jewish individuals 

43 45

46% 29%
of Jewish adults are 

under the age of
of Jewish adults are 
between the ages of 

18 and 34

Jewish Engagement 

Additional statistics about belonging and participation include: 97% of adults feel at least some 
sense of belonging to the Jewish people with 83% feeling at least some connection to the local 
Jewish community. 20% of adults are very satisfied with their current level of participation in 
the local Jewish community and 40% are not too or at all satisfied. Brookner noted, “About 
three-quarters of the community are not particularly involved, if at all, in institutional settings. 
So, finding other ways for them to be involved in Jewish life is deeply important.”

Well-Being & Health 
Health, including mental health, concerns are an issue: 28% of Jewish adults in Louisville 
said they felt lonely sometimes, often, or all the time during the past week and 17% percent 
of Jewish adults felt that emotional or mental health difficulties hurt their ability to live their 
day-to-day lives. It should be noted that this study was conducted 18 months after the global 
COVID-19 pandemic began.

 Of households with All Jewish 
 a health issue households

Any health issue 100 31

Mental or emotional health problem 61 19

Chronic illness 46 14

Physical disability 39 12

Substance abuse/addiction 4 1

Developmental or intellectual disability 2 1

Dementia, including Alzheimer’s disease < 1 < 1

Complications related to COVID-19 < 1 < 1

Other < 1 < 1

The full 140-page report is available for download,  
and the town hall recording is playable at  
jewishlouisvillestudy.org. 

• Primary Goal of Community Study – a first step in identifying com-
munal trends; generating questions to explore; and determining 
strategies, programs, and policies to support and enhance Jewish 
life in Louisville

• Received 817 responses to questionnaires from Louisville’s Jewish 
households (33 percent of those sent completed the study)

• Survey conducted between October 2021 and January 2022

• Community Study was conducted by the Maurice and Marilyn Cohen 
Center for Modern Jewish Studies (CMJS) and the Steinhardt Social  
Research Institute (SSRI) at Brandeis University 

• Community Study was sponsored by the Jewish Heritage Fund and 
Jewish Federation of Louisville

JFEDS.ORG/CRISISINUKRAINE
#JEWISHTOGETHER
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L ’Shana Tova
2022 - 5783

May the New Year 
Be a Good One

FOR ISRAEL AND 
THE JEWISH PEOPLE

INVEST IN OUR SHARED HERITAGE • INVEST IN ISRAEL BONDS

israelbonds.com
YOUR BOND WITH A NATION OF LIMITLESS POTENTIAL

Development Corporation for Israel. This is not an offering, 
which can be made only by prospectus. Read the prospectus 
carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated 
with investing in Israel bonds. Member FINRA. Photo: iStock

Development Corporation for Israel
OH/KY Region
For more information, contact the Columbus office: 
ccoolluummbbuuss@@iissrraaeellbboonnddss..ccoomm  ··  661144..223311..33223322

NEWS

are Jewish. 
The current study included the unaf-

filiated Jewish population in the entire 
Louisville and Southern Indiana area, 
boosting the numbers significantly. 

The Jewish Heritage Fund (JHF), 
together with the Jewish Federation 
of Louisville, commissioned the Com-
munity Study. “We’re eager to see the 

community dive into the results and 
consider how to use the data to make 
Jewish Louisville one of the most in-
clusive and welcoming communities 
in the country,” Jeff Polson, President 
& CEO of the Jewish Heritage Fund, 
said. “The findings point to a number 
of exciting opportunities to engage a 
wide and diverse cross-section of the 
Jewish community in Greater Louis-
ville.”

Lead researcher Matt A. Brookner 
came to Louisville in early September 

to explain the results of the survey in 
a series of meetings with community 
leaders and two public town halls. Par-
ticipants were given a chance to digest 
the information and then ask ques-
tions.

“My impression is that the meth-
odology and the techniques used by 
Brandeis, which are the foremost ex-
perts in the study of contemporary 
Jewish life, paints a highly credible 
and extremely accurate portrait of our 
community,” Dr. Klein said. “It’s very 
important to understand that the re-
search extends beyond individuals in 
the community who are connected 
with our formal Jewish institutions 
and takes into account all local people 
who identify as Jews regardless of their 
participation in organized Jewish life. 
The people who are unaffiliated with 
Louisville Jewish institutions play an 
incredibly important role in the story 
that the Brandeis study tells us about 
our community.”

Another highlight of the study 
showed that among those who feel 
they have some sense of belonging to 
the Jewish people (93% of those sur-
veyed), many are not satisfied with 
their current level of participation in 
the local Jewish community.

“What the study tells me is that the 
Jews of Louisville want to be Jewish,” 
said David Kaplan, Board Chair of the 
Jewish Community of Louisville. “The 
only question is how. Our job is to pro-
vide pathways, whether cultural or 

spiritual; whether through educa tion, 
tikkun olam, or worship.” Kaplan fur-
ther explained that the “JCL will work 
alongside all of our community part-
ners, including our five synagogues, 
religious schools, JFCS, NCJW, Ha-
dassah, KITE, Chabad, Kol Is rael, and 
more. “It will take leadership from all 
of us to develop transforma tive initia-
tives.”

The Community Study looked at a 
variety of needs, desires and elements 
of Louisville’s Jewish Community in-
cluding age, inter-marriage, racial di-
versity and sexual orientation, geogra-
phy, financial well-being, health needs 
and levels of engagement – including 
desired levels of engage ment. JHF and 
the Jewish Federation will continue 
the conversation about the study in 
coming months, inviting all members 
of the community to join in additional 
conversations and discus sions to use 
the data in planning for the future of 
Jewish Louisville. 

“We have learned from other com-
munities and will use the months 
ahead to explore the details and what 
we might learn from a deeper dive,” 
shared Sara Klein Wagner, President 
& CEO of the Jewish Community of 
Louisville. “There will many more op-
portunities for community members 
to participate after initial reflection.” 

Community will explore many of the 
most important topics a series of lon-
ger, in-depth stories.

JEWISH STUDY 
Continued from page 1

Participation in 
Holidays and Rituals 

Holiday - participate in holiday observances and other activities
that do not necessarily require involvement in organizations 

41%

Minimally Involved - involved with few elements of Jewish life 32%

Ritual - highly involved in holiday, synagogue, and ritual behaviors 14%

Involved - involved in most elements of Jewish life 13%
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December 8, 2022 • 7 p.m.

Tim Lorsch
The Suitcase

November 10, 2022 • 7 p.m.

Rabbi Steve Leder
Ethical Wills

INTRODUCING
AN INSPIRATIONAL SERIES 
AT THE TRAGER FAMILY JCC

January, 2023 • 7 p.m.

Shalom Hartman 
Institute Speaker

FUNDED IN PART BY

Goldstein Leibson
Cultural Arts Fund

Register at JewishLouisville.org/3-pillars
Entire Series: $36 JCC members; $54 non-members | Individual Sessions: $20

For information: Shannon Rothschild, srothschild@jewishlouisville.org

Project Friendship awarded Governor’s Award
Rabbi Avrohom Litvin and Rabbi 

Chaim Litvin accepted the William 
Cooper Faith and Community in Ac-
tion Award at the 54th annual Gover-
nor’s Prayer Breakfast earlier this year. 
Project Friendship, of which Rabbi 
Chaim Litvin is program director, was 
presented the award in 2020, however 
because of the pandemic, the award 
ceremony was not held in-person until 
April 2022. 

The program from the awards cer-
emony shared Project Friendship’s 

important work as “applying the prin-
ciples and values of caring and com-
passion through a variety of programs, 
thus fulfilling the Jewish mandate 
to improve the society in which they 
live. The amount of goods that Project 
Friendship has been able to distrib-
ute has grown exponentially and in 
2020, prior to the arrival of the pan-
demic, Project Friendship was set to 
distribute more than five million dol-
lars’ worth of goods to those in need 
throughout the state of Kentucky.”

John Yarmuth inducted into  
Kentucky Bourbon Hall of Fame®

The Kentucky 
Bourbon Hall of 
Fame® recently 
inducted retir-
ing U.S. Repre-
sentative John 
Yarmuth. Co-
Founder of the 
C ong r e s s ion a l 
Bourbon Caucus 
and Chair of the 
House Budget 
Committee, Rep. 
Yarmuth helped 
lead a permanent 
reduction on the 
federal excise 
tax on distillers 
among other key 
measures.

The Kentucky Bourbon Hall of 
Fame® inducts individuals and orga-
nizations that have made a significant 
and transformational impact on Bour-
bon’s stature, growth and awareness. 
It is the highest honor given by Ken-
tucky’s signature industry.

“This year’s esteemed class cel-
ebrates the visionaries, artisans and 
partners that have made Kentucky 
Bourbon – and our beloved Com-
monwealth – the gold standard of 
American whiskey,” said Eric Gregory, 

president of the Kentucky Distillers’ 
Association. “We are thrilled to wel-
come them to the Hall of Fame and, 
on behalf of our industry, offer a hum-
bled and heartfelt thank you.” 

Max Shapira, Executive Chairman 
of Heaven Hill Brands, was part of the 
selection committee that included all 
living recipients of the Parker Beam 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Governor Andy Beshear presented the William Cooper Faith and Community in Action Award to 
Rabbi Chaim Litvin and Rabbi Avrohom Litvin.

U.S. Representative John Yarmuth, center, was recently inducted into the 
Kentucky Bourbon Hall of Fame. He is pictured with Eric Gregory, president 
of the Kentucky Distillers’ Association, and Max Shapira, Executive Chair-
man of Heaven Hill Brands.
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afmda.org/support

“To save one life is to
   save the world entire.”

 — The Talmud

This High Holiday season, as we seek spiritual and physical renewal for 
ourselves and our loved ones, let us also remember those in Israel who 
nurture and renew life every day.

Whether it’s treating civilians wounded in terror attacks or responding to 
any number of at-home medical emergencies, no organization in Israel saves 
more lives than Magen David Adom.

No gift will help Israel more this coming year. 

Support Magen David Adom by 
donating today at afmda.org/support 
or call 866.632.2763. 

Shanah tovah.

No. 1 on Adam Sandler’s bucket list?
Going to Israel for the first time
By JTA

In 2008, Adam Sandler gave 
Hollywood one of its most 
memorable Israeli characters 
ever: the Zohan, an Israeli Defense 
Forces operative with superhuman 
abilities who leaves the anti-
terrorism grind to become a 
hairdresser in New York. “You 
Don’t Mess with the Zohan” was a 
blockbuster hit.

But Sandler has never actually 
been to Israel.

In an interview with AARP 
published on Wednesday — at 
56, Sandler recently entered the 
group for older Americans’ historic 
membership demographic, and he 
has been using a cane for an ailing 
hip — the Sandman was asked 
what’s on his bucket list after so 

much success.
“Well, I haven’t been to Israel 

and I’m the Zohan, for God’s sake. 
I’m excited to get there,” he said. 
He also said he’d like to get better 
at playing guitar and to learn to 
“speak another language, like 
fluent Hebrew.”

Sandler is currently in Canada 
filming his next Jewish-themed 
flick, “You Are SO Not Invited to 
My Bat Mitzvah!” — which is based 
on a young adult coming-of-age 
novel of the same name. He’s there 
with his entire family, and some 
of them will reportedly show up in 
the film, including his 84-year-old 
mother Judy.

The AARP interview also 
touches on Sandler’s foray into 
more serious roles over the past 

several years, including his lauded 
performance as a Jewish Diamond 
District salesman in “Uncut Gems.” 
Sandler says in the interview that 
comedy will always be his favorite 
mode, but “Uncut Gems” fans 
need not worry — Sandler’s set 

to star in a science fiction drama 
called “Spaceman” next year, and 
he’s previously confirmed that 
he’s working on another film with 
Jewish “Uncut Gems” directors 
Josh and Benny Safdie (who don’t 
really do comedies).

Comedian and actor Adam Sandler.

EXPERIENCED. HARDWORKING. FAIR.

NOVEMBER 6TH!

 judge
paid for by the committee to re-elect Judge garvey, Kevin L. garvey, Treasurer
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In London, a special needs school is rare meeting 
point for haredi Orthodox and secular Jews
By Cnaan Liphshiz 
JTA

When her son was diagnosed with 
autism, Ali Sultman was faced with a 
difficult choice.

To give him the Jewish education 
her family believed in, she could 
either enroll him at a regular day 
school that wasn’t set up to accom-
modate his needs, or she could put 
him in what was then London’s only 
Jewish school for children with spe-
cial needs. But the latter, Kisharon, 
catered mostly to children with more 
severe disabilities than her son faced.

“Like many others, we needed a 
middle option that just didn’t exist 
at the time,” said Sultman, a 45-year-
old mother of three and former in-
surance executive. 

So she and another Modern Ortho-
dox mom whom she had met on a 
playground in 2013 set about open-
ing a new Jewish school called Gesh-
er, Hebrew for “bridge.” Since its 
opening in 2017, the school has filled 
a gap in London’s otherwise robust 
array of Jewish education options — 
and in doing so, it has emerged as a 
rare hub of interaction among Jew-
ish families of vastly different reli-
gious observance.

Gesher has students from insular 
haredi Orthodox communities who 
normally never consider non-haredi 
yeshivas, and it also enrolls children 
from secular homes. The school aims 
to make everyone comfortable by 
committing to a Modern Orthodox 
approach.

“Haredi communities are very pro-
tective of outside influences. You 
wouldn’t find haredi Jews with other 
Jews,” said Josh Aronson, a Man-
chester-based Jewish journalist and 
activist for people with disabilities 
who comes from a haredi home and 
has an autism spectrum disorder. 
“Maybe at restaurants they’ll be sit-
ting at separate tables but the chil-
dren especially don’t mix. So a place 

like Gesher is very, very rare.”
A boutique school of about 50 stu-

dents ages 4-12 in northwest London, 
Gesher is in some ways a testament 
to the shortcomings of London’s Jew-
ish day schools. Many of them can-
not adequately serve students with 
autism, attention disorders and oth-
er learning disabilities.

But the school also adds to an in-
creasing number of programs that 
suggest the Jewish education sector 
is taking special education more se-
riously. Like Shefa, a Jewish school 
founded in 2014 in New York City 
that serves children with language 
disorders, Gesher aims to ensure that 
children don’t have to give up Jewish 
education to have their disabilities 
addressed.

Housed on the grounds of the re-
cently closed Moriah Jewish Day 
School, Gesher has inherited a spa-
cious location complete with play 
rooms and a large auditorium, as 
well as a formidable security arrange-
ment that is characteristic of Jewish 
schools in much of the world amid 
rising reports of antisemitic crimes.  

The new building to which the 
school moved in 2020 is a major up-
grade to the small, one-story build-
ing where the school first opened. 

“It’s roomy but it looks like a nor-
mal school, which helps create a feel-
ing of normalcy that many of our stu-
dents need,” said Tamaryn Yartu, the 
school’s South Africa-born principal 
who, like many of the educators on 
staff, is not Jewish. One of her stu-
dents, she recalled, recently said 
proudly that Gesher “looks just like 
my brother’s school” after the move 
into the new building.

But there are some special adapta-
tions at Gesher’s classrooms. Wobble 
cushions, for example, are never too 
far away, and chairs have rubber 
bands on their legs — a setup devel-
oped at the school to accommodate 
fidgeting and to help children with 
ADHD and similar issues sit through 

classes. There is also often some ani-
mal at Gesher — usually a dog — that 
volunteers and staff bring for the 
children to interact with as a form 
of therapy. The school’s website lists 
one canine staffer: a trainee therapy 
cockapoo named Puplinda Gurney.

During a recent show, “The Em-
peror’s New Clothes,” a production 
that’s part of the Spoek Ivrit theater 
festival for British Jewish school 
organized the the United Kingdom 
branch of the Jewish National Fund, 
or JNF, children who found it dif-
ficult to sit through a play were al-
lowed to “chill out,” as one teacher 
termed it, in a seating area until they 
were ready to return. 

When a child was being too disrup-
tive, a teacher escorted the student 
out to one of the school’s multiple 
play corners. One girl was wearing 
“ear defenders,” or muting head-
phones meant to alleviate her sensi-
tivity to noises.

The Israeli actors in the show were 
made aware that Gesher is a special 
needs school and adapted the show 
so that children in the audience 
would be engaged — they were en-
couraged to shout out answers to the 
question raised by the actors — but 

not put on the spot.
Shows and other special class 

events are an opportunity to find 
middle ground “between children of 
different backgrounds, like the ones 
at Gesher,” Samuel Hayek, the chair-
man of JNF-UK, told JTA. “These 
events are inclusive, empowering 
and having Gesher take part was a 
must for us,” Hayek said.

The school has made a difference 
in the life of many of its students and 
their parents, including Ali Durban, 
the cofounder whose chance encoun-
ter with Sultman on a London play-
ground resulted in Gesher’s creation.

Durban’s son was “miserable” at 
the Jewish school that he had attend-
ed before Gesher’s creation in 2017, 
she said. “He was isolated socially” in 
his class, where there was only one 
other child with special needs. 

“He was bullied because he was 
different and the experience left a 
mark on him,” Durban added. She 
calls her son’s time in school before 
Gesher “the dark years.”

Gesher is a private school and 
charges about $45,000 a year in tu-
ition. But many of the parents have 
arranged for the tuition to be reim-
bursed or to be paid directly by their 

Students at the Gesher School in London watch a theater show, March 7, 2022. (Cnaan Liphshiz) 
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“I’ve worked hard throughout my 
life to improve our community. I 
would sincerely appreciate your vote 
to take those efforts to Frankfort.”

pedenforsenate@gmail.com
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local council, which in the United 
Kingdom provides subsidies for spe-
cial education to those eligible.

The school’s program combines a 
curriculum required by the English 
education ministry, known as Ofsted; 
Jewish and Hebrew-language stud-
ies; and therapy sessions designed to 
help the children develop their own 
techniques for overcoming learning 
and other disabilities, Yartu said.

“Many of the parents are very in-
terested in preparing the children to 
be able to come to synagogue with-
out being disruptive,” she said. “But 
being spoken at for an hour is asking 
a lot from a child with attention is-
sues. It takes a lot of work and prepa-
ration.”  

Gesher’s approach, small classes 
and abundance of staff — there are 
almost as many staff as there are 
students — are appealing to par-
ents beyond the Modern Orthodox 
community. One such couple is 
the Feldmans, haredi parents from 
northern London whose 8-year-old 
son enrolled at Gesher last January. 
The child was unhappy at his haredi 
school, said the mother, who agreed 
to be identified only by her last name, 
citing privacy concerns. The couple 
was paying thousands of dollars for 
therapy sessions that seemed to only 
slightly help, she added. But the cou-
ple were still reluctant about sending 
the boy to Gesher, which they felt fell 

short of meeting their community’s 
religious standards. 

“It’s less strictly Orthodox. It wasn’t 
like how I was brought up, and it 
was overwhelming for us,” she said. 
The haredi school where the Feld-
mans initially enrolled their son rec-
ommended moving him to Gesher 
and the couple’s rabbi approved the 
switch, she said. But leaving the 
haredi education system took some 
getting used to, she added. 

“Once we got over that, we real-
ized, like it’s not for us, it’s for our 
child,” the mother said. “This is what 
we need to do for the school to be 
right for him to be happy and confi-
dent and you know, be a member of 
society.”

They experienced almost instant 
relief.  

“From the first week at Gesher, he’s 
suddenly become happy. He’s blos-
somed like I’ve never seen before. 
He’s so confident, he’s in the class-
room, he’s got friends for the first 
time. Finally he’s in an environment 
that understands him,” Feldman 
said.

Now, for the first time in their lives, 
the Feldmans have made friends who 
are not haredi — a Modern Ortho-
dox couple whose child also goes 
to Gesher who live near them. “It’s 
kind of inevitable because it’s a small 
school and there’s a community of 
parents around it that we belong to 

now,“ she said. 
On the other end of the obser-

vance spectrum, Pamela Sneader, a 
Glasgow-born Jewish mother of two, 
told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
that her daughter, Daisy, is going 
to Gesher “because it’s an excellent 
special needs school, not because 
it’s Jewish. That’s just a bonus.” 
Sneader arrived at Gesher after mul-
tiple schools told her they were not 
equipped to teach her daughter, who 
is autistic.

“I came to Gesher and it was like 
‘no problem, we can totally handle it,’ 
which was a huge relief. My daughter 
has blossomed there, mostly in terms 
of confidence and having friends and 
playdates for the first time in her 
life,” Sneader said.

After visiting Gesher for the first 
time this year, Aronson, 36, came 
away wishing such a school had ex-
isted when he was growing up. 

“I was bullied by teachers and stu-
dents at the regular haredi school I 
went to,” said Aronson, who has 13 
siblings and whose father is a rabbi. 
“Nobody knew what I had and I des-
perately needed the kind of support 
you see at Gesher.”

Advertising 
in Community 

works!
Call 502.238.2777 

for more info.
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“She’s a wizard”
Bill Samuels - Maker’s Mark

“Your work proved the highlight
of the Art In Embassy Program”

U.S. State Department

“Your skill and clarity
are remarare remarkable”

Jack Larsen - Preeminent Designer
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colour consultAnt & internAtionAl sculptor, Juliet, Applies 
A refined eYe developing pAlettes for interiors And exteriors.

“Your inclinAtions, Architecture, light sources And 
furnishings - All cArefullY considered. the colors You 

select At preview will define the feel of Your home, 
And most importAntlY, how You feel within it.”
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AROUND TOWN
(Unless otherwise noted, all events 
are free and open to the community.) 

Adath Jeshurun
Rabbi Joshua Corber holds an in-
formal meditation and prayer ses-
sion every Shabbat from 9-9:40 
a.m. in-person in the Yarmuth 
Family Chapel. 

Rabbi Corber will also lead medita-
tion sessions on alternating Thurs-
days, 7:30-8:30 p.m., on Zoom. The 
session dates are Oct. 20;  Nov. 3;  
Dec. 1 and 15. A link to the Zoom 
sessions is included in AJ’s weekly 
newsletter. Contact Rabbi Corber 
at rabbicorber@adathjeshurun.
com for details. A link to the Zoom 
sessions is included in AJ’s weekly 
newsletter. 

Sukkot will be celebrated with a 
dinner in the Chester & Vivian Slos-
berg Memorial Sukkah at 5 p.m., 
Sunday, Oct. 9. Storytime with 
Rabbi Corber, Sukkot activities 
and a Ma’ariv service will begin at 
6 p.m. Reservations are required. 
For details, go to adathjeshurun.
com/reservations.

Simchat Torah will be celebrated 
Monday, Oct. 17. Dinner will start 
at 6 p.m. followed by a balloon art-
ist and Ma’ariv at 6:30 p.m. Danc-
ing with the Torahs to Klezmer 
music will follow at 6:45 p.m. Res-
ervations are required. For details, 
go to adathjeshurun.com/reser-
vations.

Anshei Sfard
Shabbat services start at 9 a.m. 
at 2904 Bardstown Road; Talmud 
Trek III, 9:30 a.m. Sundays; and 
Spice of Life, 7:30 p.m. Wednes-
days.

The annual cemetery memorial 
service will be at 11 a.m., Sunday, 
Oct. 2, at 721 Locust Lane.

Chabad of Kentucky
Services are now being held in 
the Anshei Sfard building on the 
Trager Family JCC campus. Ser-
vices, classes and programs dur-
ing the upcoming High Holy Days 
will be held there. Contact Chabad 
at Rabbi@Chabadky.com or 502-
235-5770 for details.    

Chavurat Shalom
Chavurat Shalom is meeting in 
person for fully vaccinated partici-
pants with lunch starting at noon 
in The Temple’s Heideman Audito-
rium, with the program starting at 
1 p.m.

Upcoming lunches and events in-
clude:

Oct. 6 - Dr. Abby Glogower of the 
Filson Historical Society will join 
us. Lunch will include grilled salm-
on, mashed potatoes, green peas 
and carrots, cole slaw, fresh fruit, 
and chocolate trifle.

Oct. 13 - Everything you wanted 
to know about Medicare but were 
afraid to ask, via Zoom with the 
Trager Family JCC Seniors. Lunch 
will include vegetable lasagna, cae-
sar salad, fresh fruit, and chocolate 
spoon cake.

Oct. 20 -  Our favorite piano-play-
ing doc, Jeff Springer, will return 
to entertain us. Lunch will include 
barbecue chicken, roasted pota-
toes, green beans, mixed green sal-
ad, fresh fruit, and apple cobbler.

Oct. 27 - We’re delighted to welcome 
back the Silver Notes for a spooky 
Halloween musical program. 
Lunch will include bowtie pasta 
with smoked salmon, steamed 
broccoli, mixed green salad, fresh 
fruit, and caramel spoon cake. 

RSVP by 5 p.m. Tuesday if you’ll 
be attending in person by calling 
or emailing Sarah at 502-212-2038 
or sarahharlan86@gmail.com. 
All programs will also be avail-
able starting at 1 p.m. via Zoom for 
those who need to join remotely.

Trager Family Jewish  
Community Center
In observance of the High Holy 
Days, the Trager Family JCC will be 
closed on the following dates: Tues-
day, Oct. 4 (closing at 6 p.m.) and 
Wednesday, Oct. 5 for Yom Kippur, 
Monday, Oct. 10 for Sukkot and 
Monday, Oct. 17 for Shemini Atzer-
et. Visit jewishlouisville.org for 
more information.

Jewish Federation  
of Louisville
Jewish Federation of Louisville, 
Women’s Philanthropy is sponsor-
ing Dream Circle: Sacred Dream-
ing for Tikkun Atzmi and Tikkun 
Olam, Healing Ourselves, Heal-
ing Our World. The Dream Circle 
meets Thursday, Oct. 20 (every 
third Thursday of the month) from 
11 a.m. - 12 p.m. Joyce Lynn, Jew-
ish Association of Spirituality and 
Dreams co-founder and author of 
two books on dreams, facilitates. 
The meetings are in-person at the 
Trager Family JCC or on Zoom. For 
information and to register, email 
dreaming@JASD28.org.

Keneseth Israel
Daily Minyan services are offered 
in person and on Zoom at tinyurl.
com/kiczoom. Shabbat services 
and Holiday services are offered 
in person and on YoutubeLive at 
tinyurl.com/KICyoutubelive. 
Please visit kenesethisrael.com for 
times and Covid policies.

Keneseth Israel holds Shabbat 
services on Friday at 6 p.m. and 
Saturday at 9:30 p.m. All Shabbat 
services are in-person and on You-
Tube live at tinyurl.com/kicyo-
utubelive.

Kentucky Institute  
for Torah Education
The next Light of Torah class will 
be Monday, Oct. 3rd at the Trager 
Family JCC in the Barbara Brick 
Reading Room from 7:30 to 8 p.m. 
Light refreshments will be served. 
There is also a Zoom option. Con-
tact Rabbi Zack Blaustein at rabbi-
zb@kentuckytorah.org to RSVP 
or for the Zoom link.

KITE will be having Saturday 
Night Learning in the Sukkah 
on October 15 at 9 p.m. in Rabbi 
Blaustein’s sukkah. The program is 
free for everyone; food for the body 
and the soul will be served. Email 
rabbizb@kentuckytorah.org to 
RSVP.

Kol Israel Community  
of Kentucky
KICK will hold “Shakin Sukkah 
Shabbat” in the Sukkah at the 
Trager Family JCC on Friday, Oct. 
14 from 6-7:30 p.m. The “Ruach 
Revival” of Meditation, Music and 
Movement marks the continuation 
of KICK’s break out in mission as 
a Community Congregation. Led 
by Nashville’s Rabbi Jessica Shim-
berg, music will also be provided 
by Flamenco Guitarist Paul Carney 
and Clarinetist Dr. Mark Perelmut-
er. Chicken Soup and a vegan din-
ner will be provided. The event 
is free, but advance reservations 
must be made by calling 502-341-
1595 or emailing KolIsraelKy@
gmail.com. 

Louisville Hadassah
The 100th Hadassah Convention 
will be held this November in Is-
rael. Tracks for first-time goers and 
returnees, and pre- and post-con-
vention tours are available. Sub-
ventions are available for potential 
leaders. Email louisvillehadas-
sahchapter@gmail.com with 
questions.

Louisville Vaad HaKashruth
The following venues are super-
vised and certified by the Vaad: 

Fauverforjudge.com

for

Vote

Nov 8th !

• 18 Years of Legal Experience fromTraffic Court to the U.S. Supreme Court

• Distinguished Alum, Brandeis School of Law

• Paul G. Tobin Pro Bono Service Award, Louisville Bar Association

• Small Business Owner for 18 years

• Mother of two children

• Has represented over 3000 clients in Louisville and beyond

Paid for by Committee to Elect Shannon Fauver Judge
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AROUND TOWN
Jewish Community Center (kitch-
en), Trager Family JCC’s Dive-in-
Diner (an outdoor café) from Me-
morial Day to Labor Day, UofL 
Jewish Hospital (kosher kitchens 
only), Krispy Kreme, 3000 Bard-
stown Road.

The Temple
Saturday Torah Study with Rabbi 
David Ariel-Joel starts at 9 a.m. on 
Zoom and in person. The 2022-23 
adult education classes begin af-
ter the High Holy Days. For a full 
schedule, go to thetemplelouky.
org/adult-education. 

Shabbat services are held Friday 
nights and Saturday mornings. 
More information at thetem-
plelouky.org.

Temple Shalom
Shabbat services with Rabbi Beth 
Jacowitz Chottiner are held at 
6:30 a.m. Fridays in person and on 
Zoom, and 10:30 a.m. Saturdays in 
person only.

Temple Shalom Sukkot Celebra-
tions include: Lunch & Decorating 
the Sukkah on Sunday, Oct. 9 at 
12:30 p.m.; Erev Sukkot Services 
on Sunday, Oct. 9 at 6:30 p.m.; No 
Shush Shabbat on Friday, Oct. 14 at 

6:30 p.m.; Schmoozing in the Suk-
kah, “A Taste of Simchat Torah” 
& New Member Appreciation on 
Saturday, Oct. 15 at 5 p.m. Food, a 
campfire and s’mores will be part 
of the event followed by the read-
ing of Deuteronomy and Genesis; 
Sukkot Yizkor services on Monday, 
Oct. 17 at 10:30 a.m.

Tickets and reservations are re-
quired for admission to all Temple 
Shalom fall holiday events. Tickets 
are free, with donations welcome. 
To get your tickets and reserve your 
spot, contact Elizabeth at infor-
mation@templeshalomky.org or 
call 502-458-4739.

Torah study with Rabbi Jacowitz 
Chottiner is held at 1 p.m. Tuesdays 
on Zoom. Email information@
templeshalomky.org for details.

Lunch Bunch, a study session with 
a feature speaker, is held on the 
third Wednesday of each month. 
Email information@templesha-
lomky.org for details.

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF LOUISVILLE GRATEFULLY  

ACKNOWLEDGES DONATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING: 

TRAGER FAMILY JCC
In honor of Dick & Lynn Berkowitz’s 

big anniversary

Jean Trager

In memory of Eva Shapero Levy

In memory of Jane Hymson

Michael Hymson & Karen Strauss

In memory of Rita Tuvlin

Phyllis & Larry Florman

SANDRA K. BERMAN SHALOM FUND
In memory of Gary Lustig

Janice & Al Glaubinger

JUDITH BENSINGER SENIOR ADULT 
FUND

In memory of Marty Baker

In honor or Dan Whitney

Mark & Sandy Hammond

In honor of Carol & Jacob Wishnia’s 
65th Anniversary

Carl Bensinger

FLORENCE ISAACS SUMMER CAMP 
FUND

In memory of Lewis Opper

Michael Hymson & Karen Strauss

TRAGER FAMILY JCC CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN

In memory of Michael Kreitman

Michele Kreitman

3600 Dutchmans Lane • Louisville, KY 40205 
502.459.0660 • jewishlouisville.org
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LIFECYCLE
B’nai Mitzvah

Benjamin Gitchel, son of Joshua 
and Nicole Gitchel and brother of 
Samuel, will be called to the Torah 
as a Bar Mitzvah on October 22 at 
10:30 a.m. at The Temple. Ben is the 
grandson of the late Sandra Gitchel of 
Pittsburgh, PA, Betty Little of Louis-
ville, KY and Jim & Melissa Powers of 
Dowling, MI. 

Ben is in Grade 8 at North Oldham 
County Middle School, where he is a 
member of the GATES program (Gift-
ed And Talented Education Services) 
and Travel Club. Ben plays ice hockey 
with the Louisville Ice Cards and is in 
Boy Scouts.  He enjoys biking, rock 
climbing, rollercoasters, chess, board 
games, fishing, and playing with his 3 
dogs, William, Zoey, and Tommy. Ben 
has volunteered at Adopt Me! Blue-
grass Pet Rescue taking care of pup-
pies and also with various scouting 
projects.

Hailey Woods, 
daughter of 
Dara and Char-
ley Woods, will 
become at Bat 
Mitzvah on Satur-
day October 8 at 
Glen Oaks Coun-
try Club with a 
Havdalah service 
led by Chabad of 

Prospect. Hailey is a seventh grader 
at North Oldham Middle School. For 
her Pledge 13 Project she has been 
making food deliveries through JFCS 
as well as sorting clothes with Proj-
ect Friendship for the last several 
months. She plans to continue volun-
teering in the future. Hailey spends 
joyful summers at Camp Livingston, 
which she has deemed to be her hap-
py place and is counting the months 
until she returns there.

Obituaries
Harriet Kraus Levin

Harriet Kraus Levin, 86, of Mari-
etta, GA, formerly of Louisville, died 
Saturday, September 10, 2022 at her 
residence in Marietta. She was born 

January 28, 1936 in Cincinnati, OH to 
the late Ben and Ethel Kelman Kraus.  

Harriet was a former, longtime 
member of Keneseth Israel Congrega-
tion, where she was very active with 
her Jewish family, friends and com-
munity.  After her husband, Alvin had 
died and as her health began to de-
cline, she moved to the Atlanta, GA 
area. Harriet was a homemaker but 
as one of her daughters described, she 
was a “wonderful stay at home moth-
er.” Along with being a member of 
Keneseth Israel, she was a Kentucky 
Colonel.

She is preceded in death by her par-
ents, Ben & Ethel; her husband, Alvin 
F. Levin, DMD; and her daughter, Shi-
ra Michele.

She is survived by her two lov-
ing daughters, Marla Glenn (Ray) of 
Englewood, NJ and Wendy Cohen 
(Bruce) of Atlanta, GA; five grand-
children, Erica, Nikki, Aaron, Sammy 
and Allen; and one great-grandchild.

Graveside services were at 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 13 at Anshei 
Sfard Cemetery, 721 Locust Lane. Ex-
pressions of sympathy may be made 
to Keneseth Israel Congregation or 
the Susan G. Komen Cancer Founda-
tion.

Belle Tevis Atlas 
Levy

Belle Tevis Atlas 
Levy passed away 
on Thursday, Sep-
tember 15, 2022 at 
the age of 89.  She 
was born in Lou-
isville on July 27, 
1933, to the late 
Louis and Dean-

nie Atlas. Belle Tevis graduated from 
Atherton High School in 1951 as a 
member of the last all-female class.  
At that time, she was already dating 
Philip who she would marry in 1952.  
They were fortunate to have 68 won-
derful years of marriage before Phil’s 
passing in 2020.  

She loved and supported the arts 
including Actors Theater of Louis-
ville, The Louisville Orchestra, and 
the Speed Art Museum where she 
also volunteered.  She and Phil en-
joyed trips to New York, Europe, and 

spending countless summer vacations 
in Wyoming.  They wintered in Flor-
ida for the past 25 plus years.  Belle 
remained active throughout her life.  
She enjoyed playing tennis, exercise 
classes, and reading.  Always a UofL 
fan, she and Phil were season ticket 
holders for over 60 years.  One of her 
greatest passions was playing Bridge 
and she thoroughly enjoyed playing 
in several regular games.  She loved 
the game and especially the lifelong 
friends she made because of it.  Belle 
was a member of The Temple, The 
Temple Sisterhood, and a lifetime 
member of The National Council of 
Jewish Women.  More than anything, 
Belle loved her family.  

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Philip.  She leaves to cherish 
her memory her daughter Sally Levy, 
son Steven Levy (Shelley), and grand-
daughters Katie Levy and Stepha-
nie Levy.  She also leaves behind her 
brother and sister-in-law Stanley and 
June Atlas, and many cousins, nieces, 
nephews, great nieces and great neph-
ews.  

The family expresses their gratitude 
to Dr. Alexis Karageorge for years of 
wonderful care; Brandie, Janice, and 
the entire staff at Sunrise of Lou-
isville, and Renee and Courtney of 
Hosparus Health.  Belle’s smile and 
her upbeat welcoming nature will be 
dearly missed by all who knew and 
loved her.  

A private graveside service will be 
held at The Temple Cemetery.  There 
will be no visitation.  In Belle’s mem-
ory, donations may be made to The 
Temple or the charity of the donors’ 
choice.

Rose C. Sosowsky
Rose C. Sosowsky, 92, died Satur-

day, August 13, 2022, at Maimonides 
Medical Center in Brooklyn, NY. She 
was a Louisville native, born April 25, 
1930, to the late Maurice and Minnie 
Star Cornfield.

Throughout her life, Rose was very 
active in the Jewish Community, hav-
ing lived in Louisville and later in Mi-
ami and Brooklyn. Although a home-
maker, she was very supportive of her 
husband, Stanley, and his endeavors 
with H&S Hardware.

She is preceded in death by her par-
ents and husband, Stanley.

She is survived by her son, Jay Sos-
owsky of Brooklyn, NY and her daugh-
ter, Wendy Snow of Louisville; grand-
children and great-grandchildren; 
and extended family and friends.

A graveside service was held on 
Monday, August 15 at Agudath Achim 
Cemetery, 2737 Preston Hwy. Memo-
rial gifts may be made to Congrega-
tion Anshei Sfard, 2904 Bardstown 
Road, Louisville, KY 40205.

Dr. Daniel I.  
Whitney

Dr. Daniel I. 
Whitney, age 70, 
died unexpect-
edly on August 
18, 2022. Danny 
was born in New-
ark, New Jersey to 
Harold and Fran-
ces Whitney on 

April 24,1952.
Danny enjoyed spending time with 

his family, loved the game of tennis 
and will be remembered for his love 
of his work and many patients.

Danny completed his undergradu-
ate degree from the University of 
Maryland and was graduated from 
the New York College of Podiatric 
Medicine.

He was a member of Congregation 
Adath Jeshurun, American College of 
Foot and Ankle Surgeons, Kentucky 
Board of Podiatry, and the American 
Medical Association.

Danny was preceded in death by his 
parents, and his brother Ronald Whit-
ney.

He is survived by his wife, Gail; 
daughter Jamie Whitney (Ben 
Wallschlaeger); sons Ryan and An-
drew Whitney; brothers Scott (Ev) 
and Glenn (Sharon); and his grand-
son Harrison.

Funeral services were held at 1 p.m., 
Sunday, August 21 at Adath Jeshurun 
Cemetery, 2926 Preston Highway in 
Louisville, KY.

In lieu of flowers, contributions to 
the Cari Kleinman Memorial Fund, 
c/o Congregation Adath Jeshurun, 
2401 Woodbourne Avenue, Louisville, 
KY 40205.
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NEWS

With that kind of resume, what 
happens on the streets and in the 
homes of this city is clearly a passion 
for the Louisville native, and he plans 
to bring that passion to his new role.

Golden, 51, will become the next 
director of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council (JCRC). He starts 
October 6, succeeding Matt Gold-
berg, who left to become director of 
caring and community relations for 
the Jewish Federation of San Diego 
County, California.

He will be Louisville’s first full-time 
JCRC director.

“I cannot think of anyone more 
qualified to assume this position,” 
said Sara Klein Wagner, president 
and CEO of the Trager Family JCC 
and Jewish Federation of Louisville, 
who lauded Golden’s “genuine cu-
riosity and natural ability to bring 
people together, even when they dis-
agree.”

JCRC Committee Chair, Beth Salo-
mon, says, “I am really looking for-
ward to working with Matt. I believe 
that he will continue the good work 
the committee started and bring his 
own fresh ideas.”

For Jewish Louisville to connect 
with the world, it must first connect 
with its neighborhoods, Golden said 
in a recent interview.

“It has to start locally,” he said. 
“You have to be able to think about 
the community bridges that you 

build here; it’s where we live.”
But he is not an isolationist.
“We’re interconnected with every 

Jew across the planet,” Golden said, 
“so I don’t think we can just be local 
either.”

The local issues that drive Jewish 
relations differ from city to city. In 
San Diego, it may be refugees seek-
ing asylum from across the border. 
Here, something more historical, like 
the 2016 fight over the Confederate 
monument on the University of Lou-
isville campus, a case Golden worked 
on as an assistant county attorney.

“That was my introduction to pub-
lic art,” he said of the high-profile 
case that split the community, but he 
still believes it was settled correctly.

“That [statue] was not done con-
currently with the Civil War obvious-
ly; it was done decades after the Civil 
War, and it was designed by people 
who wanted to revive that sort of 
southern gentility and cover up a lot 
of terrible, terrible things.”

While he says it’s too soon to lay 
out an agenda for JCRC because he 
wants to work with the members 
of the JCRC to develop it, Golden 
said there are issues he cares deeply 
about. Justice and bail reform are at 
the top of the list.

Golden described the plight of the 
incarcerated as a “bellwether” for a 
community.

“It is what you do with those who 
you want to turn your eye away from 
the most and how you treat these 
people is a reflection on you.”

He will encourage JCRC members 
to focus their time and resources, not-
ing that no council can tackle every-
thing without diminishing its impact.

“I want to make sure that they are 
telling me where they want to go,” he 
said. Although, “I want to do two or 
three big things, and I want to make 
sure that we’re grabbing two or three 
great issues.”

Anti- Semitism, which will occupy 
much of Golden’s time, has changed 
since his boyhood when neo-Nazism 
and Klan rallies were fringe activities 
that sometimes made the evening 
news.

“Now it seems to be everywhere,” 
he said. “It becomes more and more 
normalized when so many polarizing 
things are going on.”

But the best way to combat anti-
Semitism is to build “community 
bridges.”

“It’s hard to dislike the people 
you’re working with,” he said. “I do 
not think the first thing we should 
talk about is anti-Semitism. The first 
thing we should talk about is what is 
going on in my community and how 
can we engage and help.”

A Louisville native, Golden grew up 
at The Temple, where he had his bar 
mitzvah and confirmation. He went 
on to graduate from the University of 
Kentucky and the Brandeis School of 
Law at the University of Louisville.

He is married to Micah Daniels, 
also a Louisville attorney. The couple 
has three children: two identical twin 
daughters, 9, and a son, 6.

“I have long admired Matt’s com-
mitment to public service and his 
love for our community,” Louisville 
Metro Mayor Greg Fischer said of his 
departing administrator. “I’m thrilled 
that he will continue to use his ex-
pertise and skills to serve Louisville’s 
Jewish community in his new role.”

While he has done several “neat 
things” in his career, Golden noted 
two experiences that have changed 
him.

One was an immersive trip he took 
to Mexico to study its legal system. 
The experience sensitized him to the 
plight of defendants in an unfamiliar 
legal system when he learned that 
judges there can decide cases based 
on folios from both sides without 
ever seeing the defendant or litigant.

But the second experience hit 
closer to home. In 2004, then-JCRC 
director Wagner called Golden, in-
viting him to join a small-group mis-
sion to Israel.

“It was a fascinating trip, a really 
interesting trip for me,” Golden said, 
“and I made her a promise, that I 
would be more engaged.”

That engagement influenced his 
work as an attorney and soon, as a 
JCRC director. He did not become a 
regular service-goer, but he did find 
himself drawn to Torah study.

“I find that more fascinating,” 
Golden said. “For me, at least, the 
Torah is not really about my relation-
ship between me and G-d; it’s about 
my relationship between me and 
you.”

GOLDEN 
Continued from page 1



Here, your heart is in the right place.

The UofL Health – Heart Hospital  
has a 117-year legacy.

Introducing UofL Health – Heart Hospital, an exciting chapter in the Jewish Hospital story. With a history as one of 
the nation’s best hospitals for cardiology and heart surgery, this is home to a legacy of over 40 medical heart firsts. Our 
academic research pioneers breakthrough advances, including the world’s first AbioCor® total artificial heart transplant. 
As the area’s only Heart Hospital, we exclusively focus on comprehensive cardiovascular care. And with a world-class 
network of 300 experts at 30-plus locations, we provide less-invasive treatments that are life-changing for patients.  
And their families. That’s the Power of U.

Visit UofLHealth.org or call 502-587-4000.


