Published by the Jewish Community of Louisville, Inc.

JEWISH LOUISVILLE

COMMUNITY

www.jewishlouisville.org

INSIDE:

Imagining Heschel
Louisville play to be
staged through film
STORY ON PG. 10

FRIDAY Vol. 46, No. 11 | November 27, 2020 | 12 Kislev 5781

o ;

New J taking

e T— wE IR e
e 1 S

e

shape

el o .

The superstructure of the future Jewish Community Center is going up on the Dutchmans Lane campus. Steel will continue to be erected until mid-

February, but most of that work will be done in January. Precast concrete walls will be hung off the steel and final pieces of the superstructure will
be in place by late February. The entire structure will be completed in 2022.

Louisville’s Jewish officials share
unique perspectives on Joe Biden

By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor

U.S. Rep. John Yarmuth knows that
the compassion President-elect Joe
Biden showed during his campaign is
genuine. He has seen it up close and per-
sonal — twice.

And both times involved a Kentuckian.

The first time came during the 2013
Congressional Picnic on the south lawn
of the White House. Biden and Yarmuth
were chatting when the talk got around
to former U.S. Sen. Marlow Cook, a Ken-
tucky Republican and a friend of Biden’s
when both men served in the Senate.

Yarmuth, who had served on Cook’s

staff, told the then-vice president that
his old boss, 85 at the time, was having
some “physical limitations,” so Biden
asked if he had Cook’s number.

No sooner had Yarmuth taken out his
phone and scrolled down to the number
did Biden take it out of his hand and
press “call.”

“He’s standing on the south lawn and
they have a four- or five-minute conver-
sation, and it ends with ‘love you, love
you,” Yarmuth recalled.

When Biden handed the phone back
to Yarmuth, Cook told him, “You made

See BIDEN on page 19

Then-Vice President Joe Biden shares a phone
chat with former U.S. Sen. Marlow Cook, R-
Kentucky, during the 2014 White House Christ-
mas Party. It was the last time the two men,
who were friends from their days in the Senate,
spoke before Cook died weeks later. (photo
provided by U.S. Rep. John Yarmuth)

Louisville synagogues to come together for Chanukah virtual program

By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor

With the coronavirus continuing to
spread, Louisville’s five synagogues are
coming together to celebrate Chanukah
as one community of faith.

The Louisville Council of Jewish Con-

gregations (LCJC), which represents the
synagogues, has announced a joint-virtu-
al Chanukah program for Saturday, Dec.
12, called Festive Chanukah Celebration.

The program will begin at 6:30 p.m.
with a havdalah service, a chanukiah
lighting and singing, and, at 6:50 p.m. a

performance by comedian Raanan Her-
shberg, a Louisville native.

Hershberg made his national television
debut in January on The Late Late Show
with James Corden.

“It’s a nice small example of what
we can and should do together,” LCJC

See CHANUKAH on page 14

Hitler quotes in KSP
slide show spur
training review;
commissioner quits

By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor

Responding to the revelation that the
Kentucky State Police Academy once
used quotes from Adolf Hitler in a Pow-
erPoint slide show shown to cadets, a
high-ranking state executive is conduct-
ing a review of materials used for police
training.

Michael Brown, secretary of the gover-
nor’s executive cabinet, expects to have
a preliminary report ready for Gov. Andy
Beshear by the end of the year, he told
Community.

But with Rodney Brewer’s recent resig-
nation as commissioner of the Kentucky
State Police (KSP), changes are already
coming to the way officers are trained in
the commonwealth.

Brown, a past state justice and public
safety secretary, has requested that police
academies, especially the KSP Academy,
provide current and past training materi-
als for a full review.

“I'm looking at what classes this [slide

See KSP on page 19

JCL recognizes RedEye
staff for KSP coverage

By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor

For breaking the news that the Ken-
tucky State Police (KSP) had quoted
Adolf Hitler in its training materials, the
staff of Manual RedEye, duPont Manual
High School’s newspaper, has been rec-
ognized by the JCL Board of Directors.

Monday, Nov. 23, Cooper and Satchel
Walton, brothers and lead reporters on
the story, RedEye Editor-in-Chief Pay-
ton Carns and advisor James Miller ac-
cepted a proclamation Monday at the
board’s virtual meeting.

“The entire staff of the Manual Red-
Eye performed a public service for the
Jewish community and all Kentuckians
who were outraged and offended at the
use of such unacceptable and offensive
material by the Kentucky State Police,”
the proclamation said.

RedEye reported on Oct. 30 that a
training slideshow used by the KSP
Academy in 2011 had exhorted cadets to
be “ruthless killers” and contained three
quotes from Hitler, among other historic
figures. The story forced the resignation

See REDEYE on page 19
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Word of the Month

D’var Torah

Rabbi
Chaim Litvin

One lesson of Chanukah has turned my
entire thinking of the coronavirus upside
down.

During the last eight months, like all of
you, I was challenged by the coronavirus.
How would I deal with the difficulties it
presented?

I was particularly challenged because
of my role as program director at Chabad.

Numerous people who were living
paycheck to paycheck before COVID-19
were now worried, alone and despair-
ing, not knowing what tomorrow might
bring. The immediate challenge was how
to reach them in a safe manner, both for
the volunteers and those who we would
be assisting.

Thank G-d for the quick action of the
Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence and
the Federation, which stepped in and
helped the community organizations
reach out to their constituents. But it did
not end there.

I am proud of Louisville and the amaz-
ing steps our community has taken to
keep people safe yet still involved. The
Jewish Community of Louisville broke
ground on our future JCC building with
a creative program that included online
and in-person participation.

Keneseth Israel sponsored a drive-
through sukkah so people could safely
make a blessing on lulav and etrog dur-
ing the holiday.

The Temple instituted numerous Zoom
classes and programs, reaching many
people who otherwise might not be able
to attend; Adath Jeshurun also hosted
multiple musical and entertainment pre-
sentations through Zoom.

I too was concerned with how to
reach the masses, but my view quickly
changed. I pivoted my focus from reach-
ing the masses. The masses are home,
where they should be, staying safe and

Make this the year of the individual

protected during this pandemic.

Instead, I suggest listening to the mes-
sage of Chanukah and focusing on the
individual.

This is the message of Chanukah. On
night one, it is one light; night two, two
lights - growing each day, spreading
more light, dispelling more darkness,
reaching out to one more person and in-
creasing that warmth, light and positivity
every day.

This pandemic has given us all the in-
credible opportunity to interact with in-
dividuals in a special way. I would like to
dedicate this coming year as the Year of
the One — the year of the individual.

Although large gatherings may not be
possible this year, the mitzvah of meno-
rah, and the rebbe’s message of the value
of every individual, remain the same. So
this year I have committed to focus not
on the Jewish community, but on every
single Jew in the community. Instead of
focusing on a giant community-wide me-
norah lighting celebration, I challenge
you to join me in focusing on having the
menorahs lit in every individual home
across our community.

To do this, I plan to share free menorah
kits for any Louisvillian who will commit
to light it this Chanukah. For those who
have menorahs but need candles, I in-
tend to provide them in a safe contactless
manner, all free of charge. Let’s get more
people on board and light up Louisville
one flame at a time.

I also encourage everyone to reach out
and brighten the life of one more person.
Tell a child the story of Chanukah, when
the few overcame the many and G-d
helped the weak overcome the mighty.

Use the holiday to call a friend, to send
an uplifting email, or to leave some food
for a neighbor. Israel, and the world in
general, are made up of individuals. This
world needs each person to see all others
as sacred, to be cherished, supported and
uplifted.

May this time of the coronavirus be
forever remembered as the time when we
shifted our focus back to the individual.
That would truly be fulfilling the Chanu-
kah message of lighting up the darkness
with goodness and light.
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Students enrolled at Camp J 365 recently made holiday cards - for Thanksgiving and Chanukah -
for the residents at Shalom Towers. The cards were left on a table at the high-rise with a sign invit-
ing the tenants to help themselves. (Community photo)

Candles

Here are the candle lighting times for Shabbat in December:

e Dec 4 @5:04 p.m.
e Dec 11 @ 5:05 p.m.

e Dec 18 @ 5:07 p.m.
e Dec 25 @5:11 p.m.

Contacts

Got a story idea? A letter? A gripe?
A kudo?

Send it along to Community Editor
Lee Chottiner at lchottiner@jew-
ishlouisville.org. You can also call
Lee at 502-238-2783.

Not getting your paper? Want to
subscribe? Putting your subscrip-

tion on hold? Development Associate
Kristy Benefield can handle all circula-
tion questions. She can be reached at
kbenefield@jewishlouisville.org or
502-238-2770.

Got an item for the Community
eblast? Send it to weeklyupdate@
jewishlouisville.org.

Deadlines

Deadlines matter, especially for
newspapers. Got a news item for Com-
munity? Send it in by Wednesday, De-
cember 16 (though sooner is better).
The paper should be in your mailbox

by Friday, December 23.

Submitting an item for Community’s
weekly eblast? Please submit it by Fri-
day. The eblast is sent out every Mon-
day afternoon.

Corrections/Clarifications

Have a correction? Send it to
Ichottiner@jewishlouisville.org

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
AND IF YOU'RE IN THE MARKET FOR A CAR,
WE HOPE YOU'LL SHARE THE LOVE.

Over the last twelve years, Subaru and its retailers have helped the
Meals on Wheels network deliver 2.3 MILLION MEALS to homebound
seniors across the country. You can help that number grow when you
purchase or lease a new Subaru during the 2020 Subaru Share the
Love Event, November 19, 2020, through January 4, 2021. During
this year-end sales event, Subaru of America will donate $250 to your
selected charity, and we hope you'll choose Meals on Wheels.

WWW.MEALSONWHEELSAMERICA.ORG/SHARETHELOVE.

LEARN MORE AT
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From now until
December 31,

The Jewish Federation of Louisville cares for the most vulnerable
individuals in our community and beyond, providing for security
and stability. We feed our seniors, comfort those who are ill,
assist those in need, and provide relief in times of crisis.

Because of your investment, together, we are able to change
and strengthen lives in our community and around the world.
That’s why we are here for you and here for good.

2020, JFNA will
match 50% of the
increased amount
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pledges and
these sums will
go exclusively to
meet the critical
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DONATE ONLINE AT
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or contact Matthew Goldberg at 502-238-2707 or MGoldberg@jewishlouisville.org.

COVID-19 crisis.

For BBYO families, the new JCC
will be much more than a building.
“BBYO has made my life so much bet-
ter in every possible way,“ says Chap-
ter President Katy Roemer. “I've found
my true self.” Creating connections
with others like ourselves, identifying
what it means to be Jewish and real-
izing a deeper relation to a much big-
ger world is what it’s all about. Today,
BBYO reaches 70,000 Jewish teens
in 700+ chapters across 50 countries
around the world and Katy, along with
20+ other very active local teenagers,
are a vital part of the big picture.

For BBYO parents like Shane Shaps,
the new JCC means hope for the future
and bringing back a stronger piece of
Jewish Louisville life. “If we don’t have
something ready for them, where will
they go?” Shane says. She battled to
create a community for her daughter
Jenna, but in the end, she founded it on
her own. It is her Jewish identity. “My
hope for the new JCC is to be a unifier,
even starting earlier, where younger
Jewish children and youth can come
together to build something.”

You are invited to join us in build-
ing a bigger world for our Jewish teens
and all Jewish youth by participating
in our 2020 Time Capsule: Capturing
This Moment, Imagining Our Future
to honor our Louisville BBYO Chapter
and celebrate the powerful community
they can create.

“As Co-Chair of the Capital Campaign Cabinet, | am
thrilled to see our local BBYO Chapter step forward with
this project. They are an inspirational group of young

people. Please consider supporting their efforts with a
gift of support and a wish for their future.”
~Frank Weisberg

To contribute to this effort: jewishlouisville.org/jcc-capital-campaign or contact |
Stacy Gordon-Funk, (502) 238-2755 or SGordon-Funk@jewishlouisville.org |

@) bbyo

2020 Time Capsule:
Capturing This Moment, Imagining Our Future

Leave Your Wish in the 2020 BBYO Time Capsule.

Mail this form to: JCC, 3600 Dutchmans Lane, Louisville, KY 40205
Or return it to the dropbox in the Patio Gallery

Send a message into the future, preserve a memory;
write a note of reflection, hope, or encouragement.

What the Jewish Community of Louisville means to me

My wish for the next generation

My name is

Date
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Louisville family endows Yiddish language, culture series at UofL

By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor

Albert Goldin loved Yiddish.

He loved the language; he loved the
culture.

He loved the music; he loved the jokes.

He loved all things Mama Loschen-
related.

So, when the longtime Louisville phy-
sician passed away earlier this year, his
family began looking for a way to honor
his memory. The answer was pretty ob-
vious.

Anita Goldin, the wife of Albert Gold-
in and a big booster of the University of
Louisville, has made a significant en-
dowment to the Jewish Studies Program
at UofL, called the Albert and Anita
Goldin Endowment for Yiddish Culture,
which will support an annual series of
speakers and artists.

The program, which is slated to begin
next year and become an annual event,
will bring to town scholars, writers, film-
makers and artists — all researching, pre-
serving or modernizing Yiddish culture.

Speaking to Community, Anita Goldin
said she wanted to make the gift now, so
she, too, could enjoy the series.

She also hopes the series will someday
move to a new Jewish studies reading
room at the Ekstrom Library of UofL.
The university announced a fundraising

effort for such a project in 2018.

Ranen Omer-Sherman, the chair of
Judaic studies at UofL, is excited about
the gift. Up to now, he said, most speak-
ers and programs he’s brought to the
campus have been “Hebrew-centric.”

“We've had a lot of Israeli writers over
the years, some really good scholars on
Jewish history,” Omer-Sherman said.
“Through all these years, though, we've
done relatively little on Yiddish per se,
and I'm really excited about having a
series that will be devoted exclusively to
Yiddish culture.”

By no means, he said, is Yiddish to-
day a dusty academic curiosity explored
only by aging European professors.

To the contrary, many young artists
and scholars are mining Yiddish, un-
earthing new discoveries, proving the
depth and diversity of the language and
“producing exciting academic work, and
cultural contributions.”

The series will showcase Yiddish art,
literature and music.

“Musicians, filmmakers, film histori-
ans and different artists that are Yid-
dish in their [work],” Omer-Sherman
said. “Visual artists, why not?”

Albert Goldin, who died on July 28 at
age 97, grew up in Lima, Ohio, speak-
ing Yiddish to his mother — an emigrant
from what is now Belarus.

In Louisville, when he wasn'’t practic-

ing medicine, he literally lived Yiddish
culture.

He led a Yiddish speakers club at the
Jewish Community Center, founded
and played clarinet for the River City
Klezmer Band and read the Forward -
in Yiddish.

By far, though, his lasting contribu-
tion to Yiddish culture was his trans-
lation to English of an obscure novel
based on the life of Shabbatai Zevi, a
false messiah who lived in the Ottoman
Empire during the 17th century. Goldin
took on the task when he was in his 80s,
according to his son, Dr. Harry Goldin.

“He self-published it, but he couldn’t
find the author or the author’s descen-
dants, and the publishing house in Tel
Aviv had closed,” Harry said. “I think he
put advertisements in Yiddish newspa-
pers. He couldn’t find anyone, so he just
published it with credit to the person.”

Both Albert and Anita had strong con-
nections to UofL. He graduated from
medical school there and did a fellow-
ship. She earned two master’s degrees
there - in sociology and social work —
and taught in the sociology department.

Together, they audited one course a se-
mester at UofL for at least 30 years.

“I claim that my mother has more
credits at the University of Louisville
than anyone in the world,” Harry said,
“but both of them have a strong relation-

Dr. Albert Goldin, who died this year, loved Yid-
dish so much that his wife, Anita, has endowed
a Yiddish culture series at the University of
Louisville.

ship to the University of Louisville.”

Omer-Sherman expects the first pro-
gram in the series to be held after the
High Holy Days next year ... live.

“We're going to let it (the endowment)
ripen until next October,” he said. “It
will probably be our first in-person pre-
sentation of 2021.”

JJI stuffs Christmas stockmgs for |mm|grant children, adults here

By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor

Christmas will come early this year
for many Louisville families, thanks to a
group of local Jews committed to bettering
the lives of immigrants and refugees here.

Eight to 10 members of Jews for Jus-
tice in Immigration (JJI) gathered in the
backyard of the Highlands home of Dr. Tan
Mutchnick Sunday, Nov. 1, stuffing Christ-
mas stockings with candy, toys and Beanie
Babies, which were delivered that week to
the LaCasita Center downtown.

The groups also delivered food staples to
LaCasita — beans, plantain chips, espresso
coffee and coconut milk — and towels indi-
vidually wrapped around soap.

Avery Kolers, a member of JJI, said the

Avery Kolers was one of several JJl members to stuff Christmas stockings for immigrant families in
Louisville on Sunday, Nov. 1. (Community photo by Lee Chottiner)

IT!S YOUR JOUF

Our purpose is simple, to gwde and empower our clients to take control of thelr financial journey.
SMALL BUSINESS SOLUTIONS @ BUSINESS GROWTH + TRANSITION @ AUDIT AND ASSURANCE
HOW CAN WE SERVE YOU?

WE'LL HELP

www.welenken.com 502.585.3251

group stuffed 98 stockings.

“La Casita was excited about it (the proj-
ect),” Kolers said, “and the staff and vol-
unteers there provided a great list of Latin
American treats that would make people
feel at home.”

Susan Rostov, another JJI member,
brought the idea for the stocking stuffer to
the group after someone she knew rescued
several Christmas stockings from a dump-
ster in Old Louisville.

“I contacted Avery and I asked him if
this was anything he’d be interested in,
and he said yes,” Rostov said. “That’s how
it got started.”

Donations came in from the commu-
nity, which purchased needed items from
an Amazon wish list. Additionally, the lo-
cal chapter of the Gold Humanism Honor
Society, which promotes the human con-

nection with healthcare among medical
students, pitched in.

“They raised a lot of money and bought
most of the coffee,” said Sara Gottesman, a
medical student at the University of Louis-
ville who took part in the stocking stuffer.
“We're really lucky they helped us out.”

JJT also encouraged donors to purchase
items at local groceries that cater to His-
panic customers.

“Buying locally from Hispanic-Ameri-
can businesses seemed to me important,”
Rostov said. “I saw the stocking project as
only one step in welcoming a population
who has suffered indignities beyond sane
imagination. The stockings were only one
piece of the puzzle. I saw buying locally as
a small step to help Hispanic-American
businesses succeed in the COVID crisis.”

Established in 2019, JJ1 is a loosely orga-
nized group of Jewish volunteers who sup-
port immigrant-led interfaith programs in
Louisville, making for a more welcoming
city, and a more just immigration policy.

The La Casita Center supports Louis-
ville’s Latinx community through educa-
tion, empowerment, advocacy and well-
ness.

Under the heading of strange donations,
one of the wish list packages from Amazon
to arrive at Mutchnick’s home contained
juice, candy... and a Husqvarna leaf blow-
er.

It wasn't clear if the appliance, which
was offered to LaCasita, was sent by mis-
take. “I'm pretty sure it wasn't on the
wish list,” Mutchnick quipped.
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COVID and the Jews

Scholars, rabbis, journalists talk takeaways about pandemic

By Michael Ginsberg
For Community

Steve Silverman, a healthy, active,
skilled physician, died last month from
COVID-19 after a three-week hospital
stay — alone — tethered to a respirator.

Like others who have died during the
pandemic, the funeral of the 71-year-
old physician was virtual, “attended”
by family and friends on Zoom.

Also, like other Jewish victims, his
death raised painful questions: Be-
yond a virtual shiva, how does the
pandemic affect Jews? Is the impact
unique? What role does God play in it
all?

Rabbis, scholars, heathy living ad-
vocates have all wrestled with these
questions as the coronavirus contin-
ues to tear apart “normal” daily living.
They turn to the Torah for answers.
They observe how Jews respond to the
crisis. And they come away with con-
clusions that range from optimistic to
darkly pessimistic.

“COVID has forced me to again con-
front the notion of a vengeful God,”
said one prominent rabbi, who asked
to remain anonymous. “When I see
what is happening in the world, I see
a power that is very angry.”

COVID can seem like angry disease.
It has turned lives upside down, dam-
aging employment, businesses, and
education, turning weddings, funerals
and “normal” socializing with friends
and family into drive-bys.

Jews, like other people, have been
hit hard. Some say particularly hard.

“What’s clear is that the Jewish rate
of death is exponentially higher in
the Diaspora compared to Israel and
that the virus is devastating the Jew-
ish world,” journalist Uriel Heilman
wrote in The Times of Israel. “In many
places, the infection and death rate
among Jews is also far higher than the
local non-Jewish population.”

COVID has closed hundreds of syna-
gogues, Heilman reported. Jewish or-
ganizations have slashed budgets and
staff. Many Jewish day schools hold
virtual classes only and kosher restau-
rants have closed.

Many b'nai mitzvahs have migrated
to YouTube and Zoom, as have Shab-

“The Jewish rate of death is
exponentially higher in the
Diaspora compared to Israel
and ... the virus is devastating
the Jewish world. In many
places, the infection and death
rate among Jews is also far
higher than the local non-Jewish
population.”

bat and holiday services. Trips to Is-
rael are suspended; events, including
the 38th World Zionist Congress, have
gone virtual. Most recently, Orthodox
Jews were denied permission to hold a
wedding in Brooklyn that was expect-
ed to attract as many as 10,000 guests.

It takes work these days to maintain
optimism. Still, optimism does sur-
vive.

“Jews are unusually adaptive and
creative, and we surely will emerge
from this crisis with new strengths
and with our core values intact,” said
Ira Sheskin, a demographer of Ameri-
can Jewry at the University of Miami.
“While some individual institutions
undoubtedly will not survive an eco-
nomic crisis that seems likely to dwarf
the 2008 recession, the basic building
blocks of American Jewish life will
weather this storm: the synagogues,
educational institutions and organi-
zations that are essential to American
Jewry.”

Others see the pandemic through
their own life choices. Writing for
the Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle, Jef-
frey Spitz Cohan, executive director of
Jewish Veg, an organization promot-
ing veganism among Jews, interpreted
a passage from the Book of Numbers
as a warning to stop eating animal
products.

“The COVID-19 pandemic should
never be viewed as divine punish-
ment,” Spitz Cohan wrote. “Rather,
the pandemic can be viewed as some-
thing we were warned would happen
if humanity continues to confine, kill

.\".
HAWTHORN'

SUITES BY WYNDHAM
LOUISVILLE EAST

Centrally located behind Mall $t. Matthews

751 Cypress Station Drive
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and consume animals.”

More common is a message that
Jews, under the shadow of COVID,
should help the less fortunate.

“The Torah connects our experience
of slavery with a command for empa-
thy for all those who are least protected
by society,” Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner,
director of the Religious Action Center
of Reform Judaism wrote in reform-
judaism.org. “Over and over again,
the biblical text connects our experi-
ence of slavery with a radical empathy
with all those who suffer.”

Mijal Bitton, a fellow in residence
at the Shalom Hartman Institute of
North America, finds a similar les-
son in the Book of Ruth, which begins
with a famine that Bitton compares to
the COVID-19 pandemic:

“When we think about our commu-
nities and neighbors, we can approach
them as carriers of contagion, as dan-
gerous, or as fellow beings created in
the divine image,” Bitton wrote. “We
can become indifferent and callous,
invested in only preserving ourselves
and ours.”

But people have an alternative, Bit-
ton added. They can double down on
their commitment to others instead of

Beachwood, OH 44122

seeing potential threats to themselves.

Pesner shares that viewpoint:

“Our tradition requires of us shared
empathy and solidarity in the face of
danger,” he wrote. “The coronavirus
is sweeping across a broken world.
Defeating it will require us to see the
humanity in one another and commit
to fight for justice during this unprec-
edented moment of need.”

He noted that knowledge that Jews,
as a people, have been here before.

“Not only have we made it through
the wilderness intact. We've done so
while holding on to God’s mandate of
justice and mercy for all.”

Ranen Omer-Sherman, endowed
chair of Judaic studies at the Univer-
sity of Louisville, lauded American
and Israeli Jews for “bold and gener-
ous sacrifices” during the pandemic,
including shuttering their synagogues
for solong. “Iam proud of the tremen-
dous numbers of rabbis and cantors
who have had to work so hard to ad-
just to the demands of our new virtual
reality and unfamiliar technologies.
That shows a great deal of creativity
and resilience, the attributes that his-
torically have distinguished Judaism
as a whole.”

CELEBRATE
HANUKKAH
WITH GIFTS
OF ISRAEL
BONDS

Anniversary of
ISRAELIZ/BONDS

Development Corporation for Israel
OH & KY Region ¢ 23240 Chagrin Blvd., Suite 810

columbus@israelbonds.com « 614.231.3232

This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully before investing
to fully evaluate the risks associated with investing in Israel bonds. Member FINRA. Photos: Istock

Anniversary of

ISRAEL{ZIBONDS
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The Jewish Community of Louisville is a nonprofit
organization. $26 of your pledge is for a
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the meaning, and to limit the number of letters
published in any edition.
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Lee Chottiner

CNN Chief International Correspon-
dent Christiane Amanpour has come
under fire for comparing what she
called President Donald Trump’s “as-
sault on values” and Kristallnacht.

Speaking on Nov. 12 on her show,
Amanpour, the veteran journalist
stirred more than a little ire when, af-
ter describing the infamous pogroms
of Nov. 8-9, 1938, as a “warning shot
across the bow of our human civiliza-
tion” — which was true — she compared
them to “four years of a modern-day
assault on those same values by Don-
ald Trump.”

That was her sin, using Holocaust-
era references to score political points.
And she got hammered for it.

Amanpour’s remark, which she has
since walked back, was clumsy, inap-
propriate and just plain wrong. It's
also the latest of many such remarks
American figures of all political stripes
have made, using Holocaust compari-
sons to bludgeon their political rivals.

The result is usually the same: in-
flamed civil discourse cheapening the
memory of the victims.

But the Amanpour incident poses a
question: is it ever acceptable to make

Holocaust comparisons?

For deeper understanding, yes, but
not for political gain.

Black Americans have been criti-
cized for comparing their experienc-
es to the Shoah by speaking of their
own “holocaust.” Immigration activ-
ists have referred to detention centers
for migrant children on the southern
border as “concentration camps.” The
term has also been applied to the de-
tention camps for Japanese Americans
during World War II.

Those who make these comparisons
have been targeted by others, who
believe the Holocaust was a uniquely
terrible moment in world history. And
it was a time of desensitizing moral-
ity, when murder was boiled down to
an ugly science and most of the world,
hearing cries for help, just looked the
other way.

But should we always treat this as an
event unto itself, never to be referred
to or compared to, as new acts of inhu-
manity occur, or old ones are recalled?

I have struggled with these ques-
tions. And I keep going back to Poland,
2014.

That was the year my wife and I
traveled there with a group from
Classrooms Without Borders, a Pitts-
burgh-based organization that sends
schoolteachers and students to coun-
tries where the Holocaust unfolded.

For the students, mostly non-Jews, it
was a chance to see for themselves, not
through textbooks, how far humanity
had fallen. For teachers, it was an op-
portunity to learn new and improved

ways to teach the Holocaust.

In our group were a few Black teach-
ers, some from predominantly Black
schools. Their responses to what they
were seeing have stuck with me.

One teacher said she could use what
she was learning to teach her students
to understand that the suffering of
their people - slavery, Jim Crow, lynch-
ings, church burnings — didn’t happen
in a vacuum. Others have suffered,
too. She saw value in teaching that.

A music teacher from Pittsburgh’s
performing arts high school was so
moved by what he saw that he orga-
nized an a cappella group of students
that sang Negro spirituals on the
grounds of Birkenau. It was a symbol-
ic union of two peoples that had suf-
fered for so long.

They brought their own cultural
touchstones to what they were seeing.
They made comparisons.

The generation that witnessed the
Holocaust is almost gone, and the Jew-
ish world has long considered how to
keep their memory alive when they are
no longer here. Textbooks, documen-
taries and movies are important, but
they can do only so much.

The living, including those who are
not Jewish, must see themselves in the
Jewish collective experiences. Arme-
nians, Black Americans, Native Ameri-
cans, Rwandan Tutsis, Darfurians,
Bosnians, Cambodians, Uyghurs, Ro-
hingyas have all suffered unspeakable
atrocities. And this list only scratches
the surface.

If they compare their experiences to

See CHOTTINER on page 7
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Biden’s election to bring changes: here are some

JCRC Scene

Matt Goldberg

The 2020 election, which feels like
it has gone on forever, should never-
theless be a source of pride for Ameri-
cans, who exercised their right to vote
in staggering numbers.

This election saw the largest turn-
out in decades, a sign of how we much
Americans cherish this right and of
how strongly we felt about the candi-
dates on the ballot.

The results also show how divided
the nation is. The House and Senate
are now relatively close to parity.

So when President-elect Joe Biden
takes office in January, he will dramat-
ically change many of the policies of
President Donald Trump. The Jewish
community can expect many of those
changes to significantly affect issues
it holds dear. Let’s examine some of
them:

Criminal Justice Reform

This has been an issue of primary
concern in recent years, especially in
Louisville. Trump did champion the
bi-partisan First Step Act, which was,
as its name suggests, just a first step
in addressing the fundamental inequi-
ties in the criminal justice system, par-
ticularly for people of color. Biden has
promised to go much further, calling
for comprehensive reform of sentenc-
ing, law enforcement and post-incar-
ceration rights.

If Congress remains divided, pas-
sage of major legislation will be diffi-
cult, but the new attorney general will
still have considerable influence in this
area. Expect the new administration

to spend political capital on this issue.

Immigration

Biden is diametrically opposed to
Trump’s positions on this issue, and
he will clearly move in a different di-
rection. He has promised to end the
ban on immigration from Muslim
countries on the first day of his admin-
istration. He is expected to support
“dreamers” - undocumented immi-
grants who came to the United States
as children. He opposes construction
of a new physical barrier on the south-
ern border and he has generally prom-
ised to undo all of Trump’s immigra-
tion directives. Much can be done with
executive orders on this issue; expect
immediate and recognizable change.

Israel

Trump dramatically upended tradi-
tional U.S. policy on Israel in several
ways:

He withdrew from the Iran Nuclear
Deal, replacing it with sanctions, a
move supported by Israel. He aban-
doned a land-for-peace policy based
on the June 1967 borders, putting
forth a peace plan for the Palestinians
that incorporated roughly 30 percent
of the West Bank as a permanent part
of Israel. He moved the U.S. embassy
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem and he rec-
ognized the Golan Heights as part of
Israel.

It is unknown how much of this
will be rolled back under Biden. He
has expressed a desire to re-enter the
Iran deal, but that might be easier said
than done. He will surely abandon the
Trump peace plan but hasn’t indicated
if he will move the embassy back to Tel
Aviv. He has promised to restore finan-
cial aid to the Palestinians, but that
might not be possible without con-
gressional approval.

Environment

This probably represents the starkest
change from one administration to the
next. Trump famously denied climate

CHOTTINER

Continued from page 6

ours — even if there is no comparison —
it makes them fellow travelers of sorts.
They know where we have been and
appreciate our pain. It's better than
not knowing at all.

Next Kristallnacht, I wouldn’t mind
seeing programs where people of dif-
ferent colors, races and religions
weigh our pogroms against their own
histories of victimization. Maybe the
comparisons would come up short,
but at least they would be teaching op-
portunities.

At a time when so many children
learn next to nothing about the Holo-
caust in their classrooms, would that
be such a bad thing?

(Lee Chottiner is the editor of the Jew-
ish Louisville Community.)
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change was occurring and his political
appointments and executive orders re-
flected this stance. He also withdrew
from the Paris Climate Accords, which
abdicated U.S. leadership on this criti-
cal issue.

Biden has promised to rejoin the
Paris Accords immediately, has advo-
cated for revolutionary clean energy
and environmental justice policies
and, while he did not endorse the

Green New Deal, he has called it a
model and framework for the environ-
mental challenges.

If Republicans hold the Senate,
Biden’s legislative agenda will be se-
verely curtailed, but a change in ad-
ministrations will certainly usher in
big changes on this issue.

(Matt Goldberg is director of the Jewish
Community Relations Council.)

other threats to Israeli lives.
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Sacks in the Ville
Local clergy remember visit by famous chief rabbi

By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor

On an April morning in Louisville,
in 2004, Jonathan Sacks felt thankful
for freedom.

The famed British rabbi and scholar,
in town to accept the coveted Grawe-
meyer Award in Religion, had just
wrapped up a breakfast meeting with
the Louisville Board of Rabbis and
Cantors (LBRC). He and his wife,
Elaine, had some free time, so Cantor
David Lipp and his wife, Rabbi Laura
Metzger, offered to show them the city.

Sacks wanted to go a park, Lipp
recalled, so they drove to Dog Hill
in Cherokee Park — a green sweep of
ground studded with trees — where
Sacks got out of the car and said a bra-
cha.

When Lipp asked him why - after
all, he lived in London, a city famous
for Hyde Park and other green spaces
— Sacks explained that because he was
chief rabbi of the United Hebrew Con-
gregations of the Commonwealth (the
United Kingdom), he was a possible
target for attack, so he couldn’t just go
for a walk in the park.

“It was literally and figuratively just
like a breath of fresh air for him,” Lipp
said.

Sacks died on Nov. 7, in London, los-
ing his third bout with cancer. He was
72.

Sacks won the Grawemeyer, a
$200,000 prize at the time, for his
book, Dignity of Difference: How to
Avoid the Clash of Civilizations, which
he discussed during his acceptance
speech before a capacity crowd at the
Jewish Community Center.

In his book, the rabbi argues that re-
ligious coexistence is best achieved by
valuing religious differences as God’s
design, not by converting or killing
others of different faiths.

“Those who are confident in their
faith,” he explained, “are not threat-
ened by the different faiths of others,
but enlarged by them,” reported Shiela
Wallace, editor emeritus of Communi-
ty, who covered Sacks’ speech.

It is for his landmark books, such as
Dignity of Difference, plus his relentless
struggle against anti-Semitism, that
Sacks will be remembered.

One of the leading proponents of Or-
thodox Judaism for a global audience,
Sacks spent 22 years as chief rabbi,
stepping down in 2013. During that
time, he emerged as the most visible
Jewish leader in the United Kingdom
and all of Europe, offering Jewish wis-
dom to the masses through a regular
segment he produced for the BBC.

Former British Prime Minister Tony
Blair, who presented Sacks with a
lifetime achievement award in 2018,
called him “an intellectual giant.”

A rabbi who walked a narrow line
between the progressive and Orthodox
wings of Judaism, Sacks was criticized
by both sides.

But in Louisville, he did attend the
LBRC breakfast meeting even though

its members included rabbis and can-
tors from across the spectrum as well
as women and gay clergy.

“He was really a true pluralist and
inclusive persona,” said Rabbi David
Ariel-Joel of The Temple (Reform),
who still uses Sacks’” commentary on
the prayerbook in his Torah study
class.

Though Sacks’ books addressed
pressing social and political issues of
the time, he was normally averse to
mixing religion and politics — some-
thing he discussed with the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency (JTA) in August.

“When anger erupts in a body poli-
tic, there is quite often a justified
cause,” he told JTA’s opinion editor,
Laura Adkins. “But then the political
domain has got to take that anger and
deal with it very fast, because anger
exposes the problem but never delivers
the solution.”

But Sacks did take public stances on
Israel and anti-Semitism.

He spoke out publicly when Britain’s
Labour Party became engulfed in an
anti-Semitism scandal under its pre-
vious leader, Jeremy Corbyn, calling
Corbyn an anti-Semite.

“That is why Jews feel so threatened
by Mr. Corbyn and those who support
him,” Sacks said in 2018 during an in-
terview with the New Statesman.

That judgment paved the way for the
current British chief rabbi, Ephraim
Mirvis, to harshly condemn the La-
bour Party — a precedent-setting event
in British Jewish life.

Corbyn was replaced in April by cen-
trist Keir Starmer, who has apologized
for how anti-Semitism was allowed
to flourish in Labour’s ranks under
Corbyn. In a statement on Twitter,
Starmer, who is married to a Jewish
woman, called Sacks “a towering in-
tellect whose eloquence, insights and
kindness reached well beyond the Jew-
ish community.”

Sacks was also vocal in his opposi-
tion to the forces that lead to anti-
Semitism on the far left and the far
right.

“Anti-Semitism has little to do with
Jews — they are its object, not its cause
- and everything to do with dysfunc-
tion in the communities that harbor
it,” he wrote in a January op-ed for
JTA.

In 2017, in a widely circulated You-
Tube video, Sacks called anti-Zionism
a new form of anti-Semitism, arguing
that it denies Jews the “right to exist
collectively with the same rights as ev-
eryone else.”

Sacks branched out beyond religious
and Jewish cultural thought as well.

In 2017 he delivered a Ted Talk about
“facing the future without fear” and
what he called a “fateful moment” in
Western history after the election of
Donald Trump as U.S. president. He
cited Thomas Paine and anthropolo-
gists to make an argument about re-
turning to a culture of togetherness.

Born in London in 1948, Sacks stud-
ied at Cambridge University. While

a student there in the ’60s, he visited
Rabbi Menachem Schneerson, the
spiritual leader credited with trans-
forming Hasidic Chabad-Lubavitch
Judaism in New York.

Sacks recounted that meeting dur-

ing his Louisville visit, when he met
with students of Chabad’s Torah Acad-
emy.
“He told them the story of how the
rebbe set him on his path as a rabbi,
instead of becoming a barrister (law-
yer), as was his plan,” Rabbi Avrohom
Litvin recalled, “and challenged them
to become great Jewish leaders them-
selves.”

Sacks went on to become the prin-
cipal of Jews College in London, now
called the London School of Jewish
Studies, and a pulpit rabbi at the Gold-
ers Green synagogue in the late '70s,
then at the Marble Arch synagogue,
both in London. He became chief rab-
bi in 1991.

“Rabbi Sacks was a giant of both the
Jewish community and wider society,”
Marie van der Zyl, president of the
U.K. Board of Deputies of British Jews

Jonathan Sacks

said in a prepared statement.

Sacks is survived by his wife, Elaine,
three children and several grandchil-
dren.

(JTA reporters Ben Harris, Cnaan Liph-
shiz and Gabe Friedman contributed to
this story.)
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