
By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor 

“Jews! Write everything down!” 
-- Shimon Dubnov, Jewish historian, 
shouted before his execution in the 
Riga ghetto, December 1941

During the Holocaust, Eastern Euro-
pean Jews did write everything down.
They wrote on anything from journals to 
toilet paper.

They also collected posters, newspa-
pers, menus, tickets and poems.
Then they took these writings, rolled 
them up, placed them in tin boxes and 
milk cans and buried them in the ground.
This is how Jews, many of whom died 
before the ghetto uprisings, unable to 
join partisans in the forests, fought the 
Nazis – with the truth.

The truth they told was preserved 
in their buried archives, which were un-
earthed after the war. The best known of 
was by a team of writers, researchers, 
journalists and historians in the Warsaw 

Ghetto called the Oyneg Shabes. 
Their story is told in a fi lm shown at 

this year’s Louisville Jewish Film Festi-
val, Who Will Write Our History.

More than 200 people crowded into 
Cralle Theater at Bellarmine University 
on Feb. 9 to see the fi lm – six years in the 
making – and to hear from the author 
whose book inspired it: Samuel Kassow.

“To write was an act of great optimism, 
because you had to believe the Germans 
were going to lose the war,” Kassow, a 
professor of history at Trinity College in 
Hartford, Connecticut, told the crowd 
after the screening. “If the Germans won 
the war, then what was the point?”

By 1942, after much of the Oyneg 
Shabes Archive was compiled and before 
the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, the Ger-
mans did seem to be winning. They con-
trolled most of Europe, much of North 
Africa and were at the gates of Lenin-
grad and Stalingrad.  

“And yet they wrote,” Kassow said.
Oyneg Shabes was started by a Pol-

ish Jewish historian named Emanuel 
Ringelblum. He organized a 60-member 

See KASSOW on page 19                         
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Kassow: Jews wrote to resist inside the Warsaw Ghetto

By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor 

Deborah Frockt didn’t have to start 
cold as the new CEO of the Jewish Fam-
ily & Career Services, and she is grateful.

The Louisville native, who spent the 
last six years at the Jewish Family Ser-
vice of Seattle (JFS), spent two weeks in 
December working with outgoing CEO 
Judy Freundlich Tiell. She also met with 
the board at that time, presenting her 
initial thoughts on moving the agency 
forward.

This month, she has been in meetings 
– lots of meetings – with her staff, learn-
ing the intricacies of the operation she 
now leads.

“I think the most important thing in 
any job is to get to know it from the in-
side out and from the outside in,” Frockt 
said in an interview with Community – 
her fi rst since returning to Louisville.

“No matter how much structure you 
have around something, there’s just a hu-
man intelligence that exists when some-
body has the job for a very long time,” 
she added, “so I’m grateful to Judy, and 
to the board, for how they planned this 
transition, to make sure I could get that 
handoff from her.”

Frockt, who formally started in Febru-
ary, brings diverse experience to her new 
job.

In addition to her time at the JFS – fi ve 
years as director of marketing & com-
munications, one as annual giving direc-

tor – she also spent six years as director 
of advancement at Seattle Jewish Com-
munity School.

The Stanford University graduate also 
has an extensive background in drama, 
working as literary manager for both the 
Seattle Children’s Theatre and Actors 
Theatre of Louisville, but more on that 
later.

Frockt’s experience is informing her as 
she fl eshes out a four-point plan of ideas 

– she prefers “impressions,” since they’re 
still in development – for the future of 
the JFCS and its service to Louisville:

• Volunteering and engagement: 
“The JFCS has the potential to be a cen-
tral address in Louisville for volunteer-
ing,” Frockt said. “What I think people 
– especially people who are in their 

See FROCKT on page 19

 Deborah Frockt, the new CEO of the Jewish Family & Career Services, spells a blueprint for advancing the work of the 
social service agency. (Community photo by Jessica Budnick) 

Samuel Kassow describes the impact the Oyneg Shabes 
had on Jewish history and research of the Holocaust 
following the screening of “Who Will Write Our History.” 
(Community photo by Lee Chottiner)   

‘Impressions’ for the future
Frockt lays out blueprint to move JFCS forward 

By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor 

A Jefferson County judge has dis-
missed an appeal of Louisville Metro 
Council’s revocation of landmark sta-
tus for the Anshei Sfard synagogue, 
but a plaintiff in the case says they will 
appeal yet again. 

If they follow through, the next ap-
peal would be to the Kentucky Court 
of Appeals. The plaintiffs, Avram Kahn 
and Jeff Levy, have 30 days to fi le.

“As we’ve been informed of new facts 
that make the landmarking more ur-
gent than ever, we are planning to ap-
peal the decision, on behalf of the heart 
and soul of the Jewish community of 
Louisville,” Kahn said in a written 
statement. He did not say what those 
new facts were.

Steve Porter, the attorney of record 
for Kahn and Levy, has not returned 
calls from Community, but attorney 
Donald Cox, who represents Anshei 
Sfard, called the case “a tremendous 
waste of time and money caused by 
people who don’t have a legitimate 
claim.”

Circuit Court Judge Mitch Perry 
threw out the appeal in an order en-
tered on Feb. 8. The judge added in 
his own handwriting, “And twenty (20) 
days having passed since the fi ling of 
the motion.”

He was likely referring to the lack of 
a response to Anshei Sfard’s motion to 
dismiss. 

The only Orthodox congregation 
in Kentucky, Anshei Sfard reached a 
conditional agreement with the Jew-
ish Community of Louisville last year 
to sell its building at 3700 Dutchmans 
Lane, the condition being that the land-
mark designation for the synagogue be 
removed.

The Metro Historic Landmarks and 
Preservation Districts Commission 
voted 5-4 on March 22, 2018, that the 
buildings on the property qualifi ed for 
landmark status – a designation the 
congregation opposed, but the plain-
tiffs petitioned for.

Louisville Metro Council voted over-
whelmingly on Aug. 9 to overturn the 
designation, but Kahn and Levy ap-
pealed to Circuit Court on Sept. 7.

The designation would have made 
selling the property harder.

See APPEAL on page 19

Judge dismisses 
Anshei Sfard case; 
plaintiff says
they’ll appeal 
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I have made some pretty major chang-
es in my life over the past year.

For one, I dropped 14 inches around 
my waist, and over 100 pounds! Many 
people might think this is quite an ac-
complishment, but I read something a 
year ago that aided me, and I have made 
part of my life ever since. It is the secret 
of this month, the Jewish month of Adar, 
the month of happiness.  

The Code of Jewish Law states, that 
when the month of Adar begins, every-
one should increase in happiness. This is 
in addition to the requirement that each 
of us serve G-d with joy.

It seems joy is a constant obligation 
that must be multiplied in the month of 
Adar. When we understand more about 
happiness, the challenges of life become 
manageable and goals easier to accom-
plish.  

A person who is happy is empowered. 
Imagine a basketball team motivated by 
its coach. His (or her) excitement and 
enthusiasm helps them win even if their 
opposing team may have better stats.

Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi, in his 
classic book of Tanya, writes, “Just as 
when two people are wrestling, the one 
who is passionate and joyous will over-
come the other even if his opponent is 
stronger.” He explains that joy can help 
one battle the evil inclination or any oth-
er obstacle in life.

How then does one become happy? 
How can one feel happiness when faced 
with all the ups and downs of daily life? 
Our sages tell us that the answer to this 
crucial life question is focusing on what’s 
most important in our lives.

We are all mortal, which means we are 
fi nite. G-d is immortal, which means he 
is infi nite. G-d should have no connec-

tion to any fi nite being, just like fi nite 
numbers have no connection with infi n-
ity. G-d chooses to embrace and uplift us 
with his divine presents.

If one recognizes the relationship 
that they have with G-d then they are 
bound to be happy regardless of the 
other things going on in their life. In 
the story of Purim, Haman recognized 
that the Jews had strayed from the path 
of G-d. He thought to take advantage of 
the situation and murder every Jewish 
man, woman and child. I won’t get into 
the whole Megillah now, but G-d showed 
love for the people of Israel, not because 
of their actions, but because of his un-
bounded love for them. One who thinks 
deeply about this essential fact has no 
choice but to become engulfed in joy.

What more can individuals focus on 
to create a state of happiness, which will 
then give them energy to accomplish 
their goals and dreams?  It is written in 
the Kabbalah, that happiness is derived 
from a feeling of gratitude. If people be-
lieve they are deserving of gifts, they will 
never be satisfi ed; whatever they have 
will never be enough. However, when 
people recognize that G-d is giving them 
so many things in their lives that they 
couldn’t possibly deserve, they become 
fi lled with an overwhelming sense of 
gratitude and happiness. 

Are you concerned about your weight? 
Would you like to change careers? Go 
back to school or write a book, but are 
scared and unable to reach your dreams? 
Try being happy and see if happiness 
doesn’t provide you with more energy. In 
the words of the Talmud, “Joy breaks all 
boundaries and obstacles.” (Bava Kam-
ma, p. 41)

My next challenge is a triathlon, and I 
look forward to competing in one later 
this month. Will I accomplish it? I don’t 
know. But I will face it with happiness 
and joy, and I am hopeful that this will 
carry me through. If I can do it, so can 
you. In the words of Bobby McFerrin, 
“Don’t Worry Be Happy!”

(Rabbi Chaim Litvin is program direc-
tor for Chabad of Kentucky.)

THE DASHBOARD

D’var Torah CenterStage Academy
Don’t worry, be happy; it works!

Candles
Here are the candle lighting times for Shabbat in February:
•   March 1    @ 6:15  •   March 15  @ 7:32         •   March 29  @ 7:45 
•   March 8    @ 6:25  •   March 22  @ 7:39

Contacts

Deadlines

Corrections
The Dashboard photos of the PJ Library Birthday Party, which appeared in 

the Jan. 25 Community, were taken by Debby Rose. The caption contained an 
incorrect credit. 

Have a correction? Send it to lchottiner@jewishlouisville.org. 

Madagascar Jr. and The Lion King Jr. were the stage presentations in February at this year’s CenterStage Academy. 
Madagascar Jr., the hilarious adventure of animal friends escaping from the Central Park Zoo, was performed by kids 
in grades 2-5. The Lion King Jr, for young actors in grades 6-8, is the coming-of-age tale of a young lion on the  African 
savannah. (Community photos by Jessica Budnick and Tara Cocco)   

Rabbi 
Chaim Litvin

Got a story idea? A letter? A gripe? 
A kudo?

Send it along to Community Editor 
Lee Chottiner at lchottiner@jew-
ishlouisville.org. You can also call 
Lee at 502-238-2783.

Not getting your paper? Want to 
subscribe? Putting your subscrip-
tion on hold? Development Associate 

Kristy Benefi eld can handle all circula-
tion questions. She can be reached at 
kbenefi eld@jewishlouisville.org or 
502-238-2770.

Got an item for the Community 
eblast? Send it to weeklyupdate@
jewishlouisivlle.org.

Deadlines matter, especially for 
newspapers. Got a news item for Com-
munity? Send it in by Wednesday, 
March 13 (though sooner is better). 
The paper should be in your mailbox 
by Friday, March 22.

Submitting an item for Communi-
ty’s weekly eblast? Please submit it by 
Monday. The eblast is sent out every 
Wednesday afternoon.
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YOU GIVE BECAUSE, 
our Jewish Federation helps

CARE FOR OUR CHILDREN

On Purim we celebrate how 
the actions of just one person, 
Esther, created positive change 
and transformed the Jewish 
future. You can be a hero just 
like Esther.  When you 
contribute to the Jewish 
Federation of Louisville, you too 
can change lives for families 
and children.  

A portion of your generous donation provides scholarships for children 
to attend JCC Summer Camp who might not otherwise be able to attend. 

PLEASE DONATE TO THE JEWISH FEDERATION’S CAMPAIGN TODAY. 

OF LOUISVILLE
Jewish Federation
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Religious freedom is a right best remembered by Jews
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Human 
Resources

Lee Chottiner

On Aug. 29, 1863, George Kuhne, a pri-
vate in the Union Army of the Potomac – 
and a Jew – was marched on to a parade 
ground at Beverly Ford, Virginia, with 
four other soldiers – two Protestants and 
two Catholics.

There, the fi ve, all charged with deser-
tion, were seated at the edge of their cof-
fi ns, their eyes bandaged and their hands 
tied behind their backs, as a fi ring squad 
shot them to death.

Desertion was a serious problem for 
the Union Army – some 200,000 cases 
between 1863 and 1865 were reported, 
according to Jewish historian Jonathan 
D. Sarna. That’s why 25,000 troops were 
assembled to watch as the executions 
were carried out.

What made these cases notable, 
though, was that the clergy of the con-
demned men’s faiths – a Methodist 
minister, a Catholic priest and a rabbi – 
accompanied them to the place of execu-
tion.

It was likely the fi rst time that the Army 
of the Potomac, commanded by General 
George Gordon Meade, the victor at Get-
tysburg, had brought together clergy of 
different religions for this purpose, Sar-
na has written. What Meade taught his 
troops at Beverly Ford “was an enduring 
lesson in religious pluralism.” 

Today, that lesson is being forgotten.
Earlier this month, the state of Ala-

bama executed by lethal injection 
Dominque Ray for the 1995 rape and 
murder of a 15-year-old girl.

Just as Kuhne had a rabbi with him on 
the parade ground at Beverly Ford, Ray, 
who is a Muslim, wanted his imam with 
him in the execution chamber at Atmore, 
Alabama. That, he did not get. 

The Alabama Department of Cor-
rections would only permit a Christian 
chaplain in the chamber, claiming that 
the imam posed a security risk because 
he was not acquainted with the protocol.    

Ray challenged that decision and won 
a stay of execution from a Federal Ap-
peals Court until it was determined 
whether the case violated The Establish-
ment Clause of the First Amendment: 
“Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof.”

But the Supreme Court ruled 5-4 on 
Feb. 7 that Ray’s legal challenge had not 
been timely (he had fi led on Jan. 28, 10 
days before his scheduled death), so the 
execution could proceed without the 
imam in the chamber.

Ray was put to death that evening. He 
refused a Christian chaplain; the imam 
watched from another room.

The high court’s three Jewish justices 
– Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, 
Elena Kagan – all voted to stay the ex-
ecution. (Justice Sonia Sotomayor also 
joined their dissent.) Writing for the dis-
senters, Kagan called the majority ruling 
“profoundly wrong.”

“A Christian prisoner may have a 
minister of his own faith accompany 
him into the execution chamber to say 

his last rites,” Kagan went on. “But if 
an inmate practices a different religion 
– whether Islam, Judaism or any other 
– he may not die with a minister of his 
own faith by his side.”

Dahlia Lithwick, senior editor and le-
gal correspondent for Slate.com, who 
also is Jewish, put it more bluntly: “This 
was stomach churning.” 

It’s hard to imagine how delaying the 
execution until the imam was briefed on 
the protocol and properly vetted – if in-
deed that was the true reason for keeping 
him out of the chamber – posed such an 
imposition. Ray would still have met his 
fate. Justice – if capital punishment con-
stitutes justice – would have been done.

And the Establishment Clause would 
not have suffered another assault

There have been others. States have 
proffered discriminatory acts targeting 
the LGBTQ community under the guise 
of religious freedom. Parents seeking 
to adopt or become foster parents have 
been turned away by state-sanctioned 
agencies because of their religion. Chris-
tian charter schools receive public fund-
ing with little, if any, oversight.

The Establishment Clause is under 
fi re.      

Freedom of religion is among the most 
precious rights American Jews possess. 
It was reaffi rmed over 150 years ago on 
the parade ground at Beverly Ford. It 
was forgotten this month in Alabama.

We Jews, who know what it’s like to 
live without religious freedom, forget 
that right at own risk.

(Lee Chottiner is editor of the Jewish 
Louisville Community.)
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By David Schraub
Guest Columnist

I lived in Minnesota for five years. My 
wife is from there; her family still lives 
there.

When we return to visit, we have to 
reckon with a frightening reality: My in-
laws’ newly elected congressional rep-
resentative is deeply implicated in anti-
Semitism.

We are not dealing with minor mis-
steps that can be overlooked. We’re 
dealing, after all, with a person who, 
when asked what motivated Sen. Joe Li-
eberman’s vote for the Iraq war, boiled 
it down to a simple question: “Jew or 
Arab?” We’re dealing with a person who 
ran campaign ads stating that the op-
ponent was “owned” by wealthy Jewish 
financial backers. When the represen-
tative was elected last November, we 
could no longer avoid confronting anti-
Semitism from the elected officials in 
Congress tasked with representing our 
family.

I’m referring, of, course, to Rep. Jim 
Hagedorn – a Republican representing 
Minnesota’s 1st Congressional District.

You probably thought I was talking 
about Rep. Ilhan Omar, who recently 
came under fire for claiming that at-
tacks on her by GOP leader Rep. Kevin 
McCarthy regarding anti-Israel state-
ments that allegedly crossed into anti-
Semitism were actually motivated by 
“the Benjamins” (that is, big money) and 
“AIPAC!” (She has since apologized.)

Like any elected official, Omar should 
be held accountable for her statements. 
We must call out politicians on both the 
left and the right who twist ancient anti-
Semitic tropes to win votes and vilify our 
own.

But it’s important to notice the fun-
damental hypocrisy in allowing those 
who have a terrible track record on anti-
Semitism or any other form of bigotry to 
co-opt the conversation. We can’t allow 
the loudest voices on both sides of the 
political spectrum to shout over the vast 
majority of Jews.

Even those of us who have been sharp-
ly critical of Omar see that many of her 
critics are not exactly equal opportu-
nity in their attentions. Few politicians 
implicated in anti-Semitism receive the 
torrent of scrutiny and the ceaseless pile-

ons that Omar endures from the right.
Examples of mainstream right-wing 

anti-Semitism abound. The central play 
in the 2016 Republican campaign play-
book was to cast the Democratic Party 
as in the pocket of Jewish financiers 
pushing an agenda of “globalism,” open 
borders and foreign invasion. President 
Donald Trump himself pointed out that 
the neo-Nazi marchers included some 
“very fine people” in Charlottesville and 
used “sheriff’s stars” that looked suspi-
ciously like Jewish stars to vilify Hillary 
Clinton on his campaign literature.

A bevy of Republican politicians – in-
cluding Rep. Matt Gaetz, Sen. Chuck 
Grassley, Gov. Ron DeSantis, Rudy Gi-
uliani and the aforementioned Hagedo-
rn – have promoted Soros-centered anti-
Semitic dog whistles and have received 
nowhere near the attention that Omar 
gets. Gaetz even brought a Holocaust 
denier to the State of the Union.

Other Republicans seem similarly in-
clined to cast stones at liberals while ig-
noring the literal Nazi apologists in their 
midst. Rep. Lee Zeldin, who is Jewish, 
has been almost single-mindedly harass-
ing Omar in demanding that she con-
demn random bits of anti-Semitic con-
duct with which she had absolutely no 
association, including asking if she “dis-
agreed” with a hate-filled anti-Semitic 
voicemail that lamented the failure of 
the Nazis to finish their extermination of 
the Jews.

Say what you will about Omar, but 
she’s never said anything that could be 
remotely construed as expressing sym-
pathy for Hitler. Yet in Zeldin’s own par-
ty, from Trump’s praise of “alt-right” pro-
testers to Rep. Steve King’s endorsement 
of a far-right nationalist party founded 
by a former SS member to, most re-
cently, Candace Owens’ declaration that 
Hitler would have been fine if he’d con-
tained himself to Germany, Nazi sympa-
thizing remains a decidedly Republican 
phenomenon.

The entitled demand that Omar must 
nonetheless answer for literal Nazi apol-
ogists smacked of Islamophobia and rac-
ism. Omar’s graceful reply to Zeldin’s un-
reasonable haranguing was even more 
impressive when you remember that 
Zeldin was a public backer of Trump’s 
nakedly Islamophobic Muslim ban. 

Of course, the bigotry and anti-Sem-

itism of these conservative politicians 
does not excuse Omar’s. But the fact is 
we are excusing a lot of anti-Semitism 
and a lot of bigotry – and the distribu-
tion of who gets a pass or a day’s worth 
of bad press versus who remains forever 
under the microscope is neither random 
nor innocent.

We understand that the most tangible 
threats to Jewish lives and livelihoods in 
America – the anti-Semitism that sheds 
actual blood in America – emerges from 
the political right, including (especially 
via Soros conspiracies) the mainstream 
Republican Party. But we also claim spe-
cial pain at anti-Semitism coming from 
inside our home and our political com-
munity – an anti-Semitism that hurts us 
directly precisely because it comes from 
those we are in coalition with.

There is no conceptual difficulty in 
holding to these positions together. A 
great many of us are wholly comfort-
able in our own skins on these issues. 
But to the extent these distinctions are 
impossible to maintain in practice – to 
the extent that “criticism of Omar” sim-
ply is encoded as part of a right-wing 
campaign, to the extent that “support-
ing Omar” simply is an endorsement of 
extreme-left anti-Israel politics – the net 
effect is that most Jews are silenced. We 
may speak the words, but they go un-
heard.

For all the talk about the Israel lobby 
and Jewish power, the clearest takeaway 
from this ordeal is the striking disem-
powerment of the Jewish community. 
Spoken about and spoken over, the Jew-
ish community is being systematically 
stripped of our ability to contribute to 
the dialogue happening over our own 
lives. We are “represented,” if you can 
call it that, by Glenn Greenwald on the 
one side and Lee Zeldin on the other 
(surely, this is the definition of Jewish 
hell).

In a real way, Omar’s conservative crit-
ics and progressive defenders stand in a 
symbiotic relationship: They are united 
in their desire to silence the message 
most Jews want to send. The right insists 
on condemning the Democratic Party 
and any progressive conversation about 
Israel as institutionally anti-Semitic, 
never mind that most Jews are com-
mitted Democrats and often share the 
progressive critique of Israel’s rightward 

drift that Republicans are so eager to tar. 
Many of Omar’s progressive defenders, 
for their part, are happy to simply dis-
miss all talk of left-wing anti-Semitism 
as conservative agitprop; they are con-
tent to rely on the usual assortment of 
fringe voices who – so long as Israel is 
on the docket – will offer to kasher even 
the clearest instances of anti-Semitic 
discourse.

It makes for a crushing feeling of pow-
erlessness. The nation is having a con-
versation about Jews virtually impervi-
ous to the input of Jews themselves.

This, above all else, is what makes 
so many Jews want to scream in frus-
tration. The right loudly proclaims it’s 
standing up to anti-Semitism – but Jews 
know their 24/7 Omar coverage does us 
no favors, and that in any event, conser-
vative solidarity with Jews runs out pre-
cisely at the point it requires challenging 
the sort of anti-Semitic conspiracy mon-
gering that gets Jews shot.

The left self-righteously insists that it 
is saving its ammunition for combating 
the “real anti-Semitism,” but Jews have 
long seen that for too much of the left, 
cases of “real anti-Semitism” beyond the 
most obvious murderous varieties seem 
almost as elusive as O.J.’s “real killer.” 
Both sides, in the guise of allies, are 
silencing Jews. Both sides need to step 
back and knock it off.

We need to break this pattern at its 
root. That means taking Jewish testimo-
ny seriously and resisting the impulse 
to dismiss efforts to combat anti-Semi-
tism – including anti-Semitism related 
to Israel – as hasbara. It equally means 
calling out those who purport to be al-
lies in the fight against anti-Semitism, 
but really use anti-Semitism for political 
purposes while marginalizing the Jewish 
community the moment we’re inconve-
nient to the ideological narrative.

We need to have a conversation about 
anti-Semitism. We also need to have a 
conversation about how, when we talk 
about it, we seem to always talk about 
Ilhan Omar and never about Jim Hage-
dorn.

David Schraub is a lecturer in law and 
senior research fellow at the University of 
California, Berkeley, School of Law.

We live in a world where everyone is 
in a hurry. We expect immediate results, 
instant answers and quick information.

There is a well-known talmudic les-
son involving a man who asked Rabbi 
Shammai to teach him the entire Torah 
while the man stood on one foot. Shamai 
turned him away. He then asked Rabbi 
Hillel, who simply said, “What is hateful 
to you do not do unto others. All the rest 
is commentary. Now go learn.”

Hillel’s response reminds us that we 
are not the only generation to experience 
impatience, a desire for instant answers, 

but this story demonstrates that we have 
faced this challenge for thousands of 
years.

I am often asked to describe the work 
of the Jewish Community of Louisville 
(JCL). Sometimes, I feel like I am stand-
ing on one foot, quickly trying to cover 
the variety and volume of what we do. 
There is no simple answer to the ques-
tion.

In fact, Jewish Community Centers (Js) 
across the country engage more people 
in Jewish life than any other movement 
while federations support, secure and 
transform Jewish lives across the globe. 
Community relations councils, in Lou-
isville and elsewhere, provide the voice 
of Jewish communities during good and 
bad times.

Rather than balancing on one foot, 
here is the recently approved JCL updat-
ed mission, vision and principles:

Our Vision 
Inspiring meaningful lives while trans-

forming our Jewish future

Our Mission
To be a community rooted in Jewish 

culture and values, providing a pathway 
to a changing world as we bring people 
together to discover, connect and flour-
ish.

Our Values
Tikkun Olam – repairing the world 
Torah – through learning, teaching 

and growing
Areyvut – caring unconditionally for 

one another 
Klal Yisrael – unity of the Jewish peo-

ple
It is a challenge to share everything 

we are doing and the countless stories 
and achievements. Here are just a few 
examples:

Volunteer Delores Levy and senior 
adult assistant Natalie Kusyo meet every 
week for two hours in the senior adult 
lounge to teach English to immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union, preparing 
them for the U.S. citizenship test.

LIFE & LEGACY works with Jewish 

agencies, schools and synagogues to se-
cure planned financial gifts to be left as 
legacy of someone’s life. LIFE & LEGA-
CY has commitments from 250 donors 
whose total gifts have an estimated value 
over $6.5 million.

One Happy Camper, which finan-
cially assists first-time overnight camp-
ers, sends 10-12 new campers each year 
to a life-changing summer experience. 
Scholarship requests for teen Israel trips 
and summer camp shot up from two last 
year to 12 this year.

The Kindred Active Adult Series has 
engaged more than 17,000 enrollees in 
more than 23 exercise classes since Jan-
uary 2017.

There is something about this commu-
nity and there is something about this 
place. We are here to help you find your 
connection.

(Sara Klein Wagner is president and 
CEO of the Jewish Community of Louis-
ville.) 

Jews caught in middle as left, right fight over anti-Semitism 

Engaging community goes far beyond standing on one foot

Sara’s View

Sara Klein 
Wagner
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The Jewish Community of Louisville gratefully acknowledges 
donations to the following

JCC SECOND CENTURY FUNDS 
AND OTHER ENDOWMENTS

3600 Dutchmans Lane • Louisville, KY 40205
502-459-0660 • jewishlouisville.org OF LOUISVILLE

Jewish Federation

NO DONATIONS THIS MONTH

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF LOUISVILLE 
ALSO GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES

DONATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING

JCC SENIOR ADULT HOSPITALITY FUND  
IN MEMORY OF LIBBY FRANK
 SARA & HOWARD WAGNER

JCC CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  
IN MEMORY OF DR. MARK GLADSTEIN
 JASMINE FERRIER & DANIEL FROCKT
 LEONARD WEXLER
 GREG & CINDA KING 

IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF DR. MAX BEHR    
 JAY KLEMPNER

JEWISH FEDERATION ANNUAL CAMPAIGN  
IN MEMORY OF MARK GLADSTEIN
 ALLAN FINE

IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF ELAINE BORNSTEIN 
 HENRY BERNSTEIN

SANDRA K. BERMAN SHALOM LOUISVILLE ENDOWMENT     
IN MEMORY OF LIBBY FRANK
IN MEMORY OF BENNY LEWIS
IN MEMORY OF SUZIE POST
IN MEMORY OF JUDITH MARGULIS
 HARRIS BERMAN
IN MEMORY OF ARNOLD LEVITZ
 HARRIS BERMAN
 JANICE & ALAN GLAUBINGER
IN MEMORY OF IRVING SCHUSTER
IN MEMORY OF MERLE KAPLIN
IN MEMORY OF ALVIN KOMMER
IN MEMORY OF MILLIE RADIN
IN MEMORY OF ELLIOTT S. LEHNER
 JANICE & ALAN GLAUBINGER

STACY MARKS NISSENBAUM     
IN MEMORY OF LIBBY FRANK
 LOIS MARKS

 REGISTER TODAY! 
JewishLouisvilleCamp.org

JUNE 10 - AUGUST 9
EARLY CHILDHOOD - 10TH GRADE

CAMP

SUMMER CAMPSUMMER CAMP
DAILY SWIMMING!

louisville melton
presents trimester 3 classes

Continuation of BEYOND Beyond Borders 

Instructor: Ed Segal  | Tuesday Evenings | 10 lessons | March 12 - 
May 28 | 6:30 - 7:40 p.m.| $100 or $50 if you have the book

Instructor: Rabbi Metzger | Thursday Mornings | 10 Lessons | 
March 14 - May 30 | 10:50 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. | $125

For more information contact dslosberg@adathjeshurun.com 

Leviticus/Vayikra: A Call to Holiness

Instructor: Deborah Slosberg | Tuesday Evening - 7:50 - 9:00 p.m. | March 
12 - May 28 | Thursday Mornings - 9:30 - 10:40 a.m. | March 14 - May 30 | 

10 Sessions | $125
If we dig deep beneath the surface and read between the lines, we find in the 
book of Leviticus messages that are relevant to the universal human condition 

today. Some of the themes examined are responses to tragedy, birth, and 
parenthood, seeking forgiveness, and bringing holiness into one's daily life.

Midrash is collections of stories that seek to answer questions we are always 
asking like: Why did Lot's wife turn around? Did Jacob learn anything from 

wrestling with the angel? Midrash began in ancient times and is still created 
today. In the course, we will read Midrash by contemporary poets, novelists, 

scholars, rabbis, and weave some of our own interpretations into stories

The Arab states, Israel, and the US all have visions of what a solution to the 
Israeli/Palestinian situation should be. In this course, we try to focus on a 

fourth group, the people living on the ground. 

Modern Midrash 

Questions? Contact Melton Director, Deborah 
Slosberg: dslosberg@adathjeshurun.com or 

502.458.5359



FEBRUARY 22, 2019 Y ADAR I 17 5779 Y Community 7  

FEDERATION

By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor 

When Aaron Yarmuth first visited Isra-
el with his father in 2007, it wasn’t your 
typical sightseeing trip.

Most visitors don’t travel the country 
with a group of U.S. Congress members, 
and they don’t get to shake hands with 
two future prime ministers. (Yarmuth 
met Ehud Olmert and Benjamin Netan-
yahu.)

“It was an amazing and unique op-
portunity to experience Israel and meet 
some of the leaders at that time,” said 
Yarmuth, a journalist and executive edi-
tor of LEO Newsweekly.

That trip stands out in his mind as a 
red-letter moment in his Jewish identity. 
It wasn’t his only moment, though.

Yarmuth, son of U.S. Rep. John Yar-
muth, grew up playing basketball at the 
JCC, and he recently sat on a committee 
that considered moving the future J to 
the Standard Club site.

Now, he is undertaking his biggest 
foray into the community to date, co-
chairing the organizing committee for 
The Republic Bank Players Challenge, a 
golf tournament and one of the biggest 
annual fundraisers for the Jewish Fed-
eration of Louisville and Jewish Family 
& Career Services.

He is working with Mark Behr, who 
is in his second stint as co-chair of the 
event. 

Careful not to laud himself too much 
just for co-chairing a fundraiser, Yar-

muth said he decided to take on the task 
because of the times in which Jews and 
other minority groups find themselves.

“Granted, this is not necessarily chang-
ing the world or taking some grand 
stand,” Yarmuth said of the tournament, 
“but this is a moment in time that I feel 
it’s important to do what you can to sup-
port and secure certain groups of peo-
ple’s positions and safety in society.”

“It was one of those moments,” he 
said.

An avid golfer with a +1.3 handicap, 
Yarmuth 37, has played in his share of 
tournaments. Those experiences have 
taught him, among other lessons, that 
event preparation is everything.

“These are not uncommon events, 
and it’s very easy to make it an unenjoy-
able day,” Yarmuth said. “When people 
are asked for money and are taking off 
time from work or their families, they 
are eager to play golf, but they want that 
experience to be enjoyable. If it’s not en-
joyable, it’s not likely that they’ll to do it 
again.”

So his committee is already at work 
dissecting last year’s tournament, look-
ing for ways to make this year’s run  
smoother.

“We have looked at last year,” he said, 
“taking it as a block of wood and started 
carving at some of the things that didn’t 
go as well as planned where we would 
like to see improvements.”

The committee also is looking for ways 
to speed up the pace of play and make 
the tournament, from start to finish, 
more “loud and festive.”

That includes bringing loudspeakers 
on to the course to play music, Yarmuth 
said, marking a cultural difference be-
tween older golfers and the younger 
ones the committee hopes to attract.

“That’s something that young people 
want to get out there on the course,” he 
said. “It’s more of a party.”

The committee also is looking at doing 
little things better, like making it easier 
to get drinks from the drink cart, and 
“flowing” the golf into the food and the 
rest of the evening.

“There’s a little bit of a generational 
shift in golf, and society, that is changing 
the old way of doing golf events – and 

golf in general,” Yarmuth said. “It’s inte-
grating cultural trends into leisure golf 
where I can contribute.”

Behr, who co-chaired last year’s tour-
nament, said Yarmuth, brings just the 
kind of energy the event needs.  

“One of the reasons we brought him 
on is he’s a lot younger. He’ll provide 
new insight, give us new direction,” Behr 
said. “He’s played the game a lot, and 
he’s been involved in a lot of golf outings, 
so he’s seen what’s successful and what’s 
not successful.

He echoed Yarmuth, saying the com-
mittee wants to make the tournament 
more appealing to people who never 
even grip a golf club.

“We’re really going to try shake things 
up from last year and, as he said, make 
it a little louder out there on the course.

He hopes Yarmuth will stay on the 
committee after this year and co-chair 
next year’s event.

For now, though, “I enjoy getting to 
know him and spending the next four or 
five months with him.”

Yarmuth was 25 when he accompa-
nied his congressman father to Israel. 
The trip, led by House Majority Leader 
Steny Hoyer, took the group from one 
end of the country to the other. Always 
on the move, the travelers had little time 
to spend anywhere, especially Tel Aviv, 
where the younger Yarmuth would have 
preferred to hang out for a couple days.

But the trip left its mark on him.

By Jennifer Tuvlin
For Community 

The Jewish Federation of Louisville 
invited attorneys, accountants and other 
professionals who specialize in estate 
planning to a Jan. 28 LIFE & LEGACY 
educational seminar at Mesh restaurant 
to learn how they could help clients ac-
tualize charitable wishes made in their 
wills, trusts, retirement accounts and life 
insurance policies into reality.

Created by the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation, LIFE & LEGACY is a four-
year program that assists Jewish com-
munities across North America, through 
partnerships with federations and foun-
dations, to promote after-lifetime giving 
to Jewish day schools, synagogues and 
social service organizations. At least 245 
Jewish donors in Louisville have already 
committed to LIFE & LEGACY, account-
ing for more than 300 gifts worth over 
$6.5 million.  

Shelly Gilman, Louisville’s LIFE & 
LEGACY chair, told the gathering that 
Jewish Louisville was sustaining itself 
for future generations through the gifts.

One of the first LIFE & LEGACY do-
nors here, Gilman said the it was an easy 
decision to make a legacy gift to those 
Jewish institutions that have enriched 
his life.

Keynote speaker Steve Trager, chair-
man and CEO of Republic Bank, a long-
time supporter of many Jewish, and 
non-Jewish, institutions across Louis-
ville, said the needs of the Jewish com-
munity and broader groups have guided 
his family’s philanthropic decisions. 

He encouraged Louisville’s profession-
als to assist their clients in supporting 
local causes.   

Turney Berry, a partner and chair of 

Wyatt Tarrant & Combs LLP, Trusts 
Estates and Personal Planning Service 
Team, shared tax-saving strategies, en-
abling donors to maximize the benefits 
of their gifts.

Professionals attending the LIFE & 
LEGACY training session included: 
Chris Brice, Jewish Foundation of Lou-
isville Chair; Tawana Edwards, Sherry 
Feldpausch, Ann Georgehead, Hugh 
Hines, Sidney Hymson, Henry Kelly, 
Mark Kull, Emily Lawrence, Alan Link-
er, Phil Mix, Robert Romemberg, Alan 
Rosenberg, Bea Rosenberg, Bruce Roth, 
Aaron Rothke, Linda Speed, Steve Stow-
ers, Mark Switow, Corey Thorne, Jamie 
Traughber, Ed Weinberg, Jim Worthing-
ton and Jeff Yussman. 

Adath Jeshurun, The J, Jewish Fam-
ily & Career Services, Jewish Federation 
of Louisville, Jewish Learning Center 
(Chabad), Keneseth Israel, Louisville 
Beit Sefer Yachad, Temple Shalom and 
The Temple are all participating in LIFE 
& LEGACY.

(Jennifer Tuvlin is the LIFE & LEGACY 
coordinator for the Jewish Federation of 
Louisville.)  

Want to help participate?
Contact Jennifer Tuvlin at 502-238-

2735 or jtuvlin@jewishlouisville.org 
to arrange a legacy gift to Jewish Lou-
isville.  

LIFE & LEGACY seminar guides donors here in actualizing gifts 

Aaron Yarmuth (photo provided)

Shelly Gilman (left), LIFE & LEGACY Coordinator Jennifer Tuvlin, Turney Berry and Steve Trager spoke at the LIFE & 
LEGACY educational seminar on Jan. 28 at Mesh. (photo provided)

SUNDAY, MARCH 17 | 2-4 P.M.
AT STANDARD CLUB

Fee: $15 per child. Adults are free!

Jewish Bedtime Stories & Songs for Families

®

Junior Challah Bake
REGISTER ONLINE AT 

jewishlouisville.org/jr-challah-bake 
or call Shannon Benovitz at 502-459-0660

OF LOUISVILLE
Jewish FederationCommittee Chair Cari Hatch

Yarmuth named co-chair
Republic Bank Challenge seeks to draw younger crowd for 2019 event
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NEWS

By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor 

Hundreds of people, including several 
from Jewish Louisville, fl ocked to the 
Shree Swaminarayan (Hindu) Temple & 
Cultural Center in West Buechel Satur-
day to paint over symbols of hatred and 
show solidarity with yet another reli-
gious group under threat.

The overwhelming turnout answered a 
teenager who broke into the temple on 
Sunday or Monday, spray painted slo-
gans throughout the building, and left a 
knife stabbed into a chair.

The painted vandalism included cross-
es, defacement of a religious image and 
phrases such as “Jesus is the only Lord.” 
Police have arrested a 17-year-old boy 
for the crime.

According to the mayor’s offi ce, be-
tween 1,000 and 1,200 people turned out 
to clean up the graffi ti.  

So inundated with support was the 
temple that its parking lot quickly fi lled 
up, so members directed cars to the Ko-
sair parking lot next door – which also 
quickly fi lled up.

A steady stream of people, most toting 
brushes, rollers, paint cans, drop cloths 
and other items, fi led into the building 
– a former church – climbed the steps 
to the sanctuary and balcony, removed 
their shoes and packed the worship 
spaces.

They heard speeches by state and lo-
cal offi cials, including Gov. Matt Bevin 
and Attorney General Andy Beshear, de-
nouncing the hatred that fueled vandal-
ism while extoling the show of love the 
incident elicited.

State Rep. Nima Kulkarni (D-40, 
Frankfort) called Hinduism “a religion 
of peace, a religion of inclusivity and 
nonviolence” that inspired the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Let us celebrate that spirit today as 
we erase these acts of vandalism from 
this place of worship,” she said.

Louisville Metro Police Chief Steve 
Conrad lauded the outpouring of “love” 
at the temple, but he said it’s not enough.

“We need to do this in every neighbor-
hood in our community,” he said. “Lou-
isville is not going to be the place we 
want it to be unless we continue to come 
together, continue to work together and 
continue to do what we can to help our 
neighbors out.” 

Pastor Jason Crosby of the Crescent 

Hill Baptist Church said the “ripple ef-
fects” of the vandalism “go far beyond 
these walls.”

“Unfortunately, this is not the fi rst 
time in recent years a place of worship 
in our community has been defaced,” 
Crosby said. “Surely this act brings back 
diffi cult memories for many and under-
standably causes others to proceed with 
caution and trepidation.”

He said he was “doubly disheartened” 
that the attack was carried out in Jesus’ 
name, noting that Jesus was a Jew who 
“interacted with befriended, and I be-
lieve learned from those of different cul-
tural, religious and ethnic backgrounds.” 

Crosby warned that the youth accused 
of the crime did not act in a vacuum. He 
was “instructed” and “emboldened” by 
adults who taught him “faulty theolo-
gies.”

“This was not just a hate crime,” the 
Christian pastor said, “it was a Chris-
tian-motivated hate crime.” 

While no Jewish leaders were part of 
the program, Dr. Muhammad Baber, 
who represented the Muslim communi-
ty, said he was also there on behalf of the 
Jewish Community of Louisville “who 
are observing Shabbat and are praying 
for all of us.” The crowd greeted those 
words with applause.

Though preferring worshippers come 
to synagogue on Shabbat, Rabbi Beth 
Jacowitz Chottiner of Temple Shalom, 
quoting Rabbi Abraham Joshua Hes-
chel, encouraged her congregants, in an 

email, to “pray with their feet” and go to 
the Hindu temple if they weren’t plan-
ning to be at services.

Rabbi Emerita Gaylia Rooks of The 
Temple said The Temple rabbis reached 
out to a Hindu friend, Jonny Alse.

This isn’t the fi rst time a Louisville 
house of worship has been vandalized. 
Babar reminded the crowd of the 2015 
desecration of the Louisville Islamic 
Center and the many people who came 

out then to paint over the graffi ti.  
“I thought we had buried hatred and 

we had thrown it away in the Ohio Riv-
er,” Babar said.

Then a gunman shot to death two Afri-
can-Americans on Oct. 24 at the Kroger 
in Jeffersontown. Shortly before then, 
the gunman, Gregory Bush, tried and 
failed to enter the predominantly black 
First Baptist Church of Jeffersontown.

“It reminds us that our work is not 
done,” Babar said. 

So many people were present Sat-
urday that many of them did not get a 
chance to pick up a paint brush. But 
Sunder Iyer, a member of the temple, 
said the expression of support was what 
mattered.

“The good thing was everyone came,” 
he said.

Notably, several Louisville Jews – and 
non-Jews – brought their children to the 
cleanup.

Judith Danovitch said her son, David, 
got to paint a few brush strokes over the 
graffi ti while her husband, Nick, unable 
to fi nd a parking space, circled the tem-
ple in the car.

“We brought David because we wanted 
to show him that all religious groups are 
deserving of freedom,” Danovitch said, 
“to gather and worship in peace and 
that there are many minority religions in 
Louisville.”

Louisville comes together
Jews join hundreds to paint over vandalism at local Hindu temple

Visitors to the Shree Swaminarayan Temple and Cultural Center in West Buechel were invited to jot down notes of soli-
darity to the Hindu community on heart-shaped slips of paper (Community photo by Lee Chottiner)  

IT'S YOUR JOURNEY, 
WE'LL HELP YOU 

GET THERE.

Our purpose is simple, to guide and empower our clients to take control of their financial journey. 

SMALL BUSINESS SOLUTIONS        BUSINESS GROWTH + TRANSITION         AUDIT AND ASSURANCE

www.welenken.com                                                                  502.585.3251
HOW CAN WE SERVE YOU?
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The J

cenTerpiece
By Lisa Hornung
For Community

We all have something that was left 
unsaid.Maybe it was to someone who 
changed your life (for better or worse), 
someone who helped you change a tire, 
or someone spared that last dig you nev-
er deliver.

Wouldn’t it be great to say it on stage? 
Or hear someone else articulate your 
feelings? 

CenterStage is taking that concept 
and turning it into a new theater pro-
duction, The Letter I Never Sent, showing 
7:30 p.m., Saturday, March 2, at The J. 
CenterStage accepted 18 of 36 submis-
sions for the show, said Anne Ensign-
Urteaga, the J Arts and Ideas operations 
and events director. 

All the letters were good enough to 
read before an audience, according to 
Ensign-Urteaga and CenterStage Direc-
tor Frank Goodloe III, except it would 
make the show entirely too long. 

“Not that I would think that the letters 
would be written badly, but I was struck 
by how well they are written,” Goodloe 
said. “They really tell a story.”

In fact, the letters were so well-written 
that little editing was needed.

“You can really feel the person’s an-
ger, bitterness or sadness through the 
letters, the way they are written,” Good-
loe said. “I think the people that come to 
hear the letters will feel that as well. It’s 
like therapy. ‘I’m not the only one who’s 
been through this.’” 

The authors will read their own letters 
on stage during the show, addressing 
subjects such as “Life Lessons,” “Hard 
Lessons,” “Self-Discovery” and “Stolen 
Years.”

The readings will be interspersed with 
songs by CenterStage singers. 

The idea for the show came from Cen-
terStage regular Tymika Prince. She had 
been working on some songs with her 
voice coach when it occurred to her that 
some of the tunes had powerful stories 
to tell. She suggested the idea of having 
people submit letters with CenterStage 
players singing songs around them.

The idea was tabled for a while; Prince 
even forgot about the whole thing until 
Ensign-Urteaga had a show fall through, 
so she brought the idea up with Prince 
again. 

The producers were surprised that 

only women submitted letters, despite 
getting calls from several interested 
men. The letters also tackled a wide 
range of topics, addressing parents, 
grandparents, grandchildren, strang-
ers and even a student who said a curse 
word in a class. 

“I read them at home in my bed, and I 
was like, ‘OK, I’ve gotta put these down 
for now,’” Goodloe said.

Ensign-Urteaga also took them home. 
She found herself crying as she read 
them.

“And I’m not a cryer!” she insisted. “I 
had to stop halfway through because 
I was emotionally spent. “She got up 

early the next day and continued read-
ing. “I wanted to give them the attention 
they deserved. A lot of them were pretty 
heavy.” 

One letter deals with abuse, Ensign-
Urteaga said. “The author reached out 
to me and said that this letter is going 
to be really hard, and I told her it’s the 
most important letter in here, bringing 
awareness to this issue. She’s out of that 
situation now, but it’s still a very tough 
letter to get out.”

The authors aren’t going on stage cold.
“We’re trying to do things to ease our 

authors into it,” Ensign-Urteaga said. 
“We recognize that they probably aren’t 
public speakers. We’re doing coaching 
sessions over the next couple of weeks. 
With Frank’s performer expertise and 
my public speaking, we’re working with 
them on techniques that they need.”

The singers will go on stage and do a 
group number at the beginning and end 
of the show. During the program, they 
will each do a solo, for a total of six num-
bers. The singers are Prince, Andrew 
Newton, Alonzo Richmond and Katelyn 
Webb, who is new to CenterStage. 

Goodloe, Ensign-Urteaga and Prince 
said they hope the show is successful 
enough to continue after this year. Af-
ter all, there are many stories and letters 
left to tell. 

Want to go?
Tickets for The Letter I Never Sent can 

be purchased online at jewishlouis-
ville.org/letters or at The J front desk 
for $18 apiece. There is a free reception 
after the show where guests can meet 
the authors and performers. The bar 
will stay open and there will be cheese 
and crackers.

‘The Letter I Never Sent’

By Lisa Hornung
For Community

Rabbi Diane Tracht of Jewish Family 
& Career Services will host a Spiritual 
Wellness Workshop at The J on [time, 
date, location].

A counseling rabbi and chaplain with 
experience working in hospital settings, 
Tracht is now bringing her knowledge to 
J members for free. 

“Instead of becoming a pulpit rabbi, 
what I love most is helping people when 
they’re having a hard time,” Tracht said. 
“Emotionally, spiritually, for me it kind 
of all goes together.” 

Tracht had been working with J man-
agement, looking for a way to help by 
bringing her expertise to the mix for 
members. They came up with this one-
time workshop to bring members more 
insight into their own spiritual health.

“There’s this emphasis on wellness 
and fitness, but it’s not just the body,” 
she said. “It’s always intertwined. I 
definitely know this from the hospital. 
There’s all this research about social 
isolation being one of the biggest risk 
factors of poor health and dying sooner. 
So let’s explore how to take care of our 
inner world and take care of our spiri-
tual selves.”

A study by the American Cancer So-
ciety in the November 2018 issue of 
the American Journal of Epidemiology 
found that social isolation is linked to 
a higher risk of death from all causes, 
and heart disease for all races studied. 
It’s also associated with increased can-
cer mortality in white people and leads 
to decreased physical activity, smoking 
and other health risks. 

Though Tracht is a rabbi, she empha-
sized that this workshop is not just for 

Jews.
“Hopefully, everyone will come,” she 

said, “because this is humanity. This is 
humanness.” 

Tracht will use the workshop to dis-
cuss ways of finding spiritual wellness 
– connecting with others, and mind-
fulness, gratitude practices – as well as 
having participants take a spiritual well-
ness assessment to gauge where they 
need help.

“I’ve adopted this model for several 

reasons,” Tracht said. “First, it provides 
an opportunity for a mindful check-in 
with different aspects of our spiritual 
lives. The practices of mindfulness sup-
port our inner well-being and so the as-
sessment is, in itself, a healing tool.

“Second, the tool automatically high-
lights our strengths just as it highlights 
the areas that could use strengthening. 
Third, over time, I hope that we’ll be 
able to see our own growth.”

Tracht said participants get a “basic 
lesson” in spiritual wellness “though I 
don’t necessarily feel like it’s a lesson. 
I’m not the person on high depositing all 
the knowledge on them, but I’m present-
ing a tool.”

Instead she asks questions such as 
“Who else feels lonely?” or tries a one-
minute guided meditation: “I am loved 
– disagree.” 

The Spiritual Wellness Workshop 
is open to all J members, and it’s free. 
What types of people should attend?

“If you’re human, you’re welcome,” 
Tracht said. “If you come, we’ll tend to 
your inner life. ‘Spiritual’ can be a weird 
word, but basically to me it’s like the 
opportunity to connect to something 
larger than ourselves to feel a cosmic 
wholeness.”

Rabbi Diane Tracht will help J members look for their spiritual health through the new Spiritual Wellness Workshop 
she is leading. (Community photo by Jessica Budnick) 

“The Letter I Never Sent” will be staged on Saturday, March 2, at The J. 

Spiritual Wellness Workshop fine-tunes inner, emotional self

Power of the pen to be presented in new CenterStage production in March
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$50 minimum opening
1 Free ATM access at Allpoint, MoneyPass, SUM or Presto ATMs.
2 Message and data rates may apply from your wireless carrier. Usage and qualification requirements apply for Mobile Deposit.
3 Standard messaging and data rates may apply for app download and usage. For the latest and complete list of Apple Pay, Samsung Pay, 

and Android Pay eligible devices, go to http://www.republicbank.com/home/personal/online/mobile/wallet.

Banking is your choice. 
Choose easy.

Republic Bank Easy Checking
With Republic Bank Easy Checking, now you can see how 
much easier life can be with – no minimum balance and 
no monthly maintenance fee.

 No minimum balance and no maintenance fee

 Free access to over 85,000 ATMs worldwide1

 Free mobile banking & mobile deposit2

 Free Internet Banking & online bill pay

 Free Mobile Wallet - Apply Pay, Samsung Pay,  

and Android Pay compatible3

 Free Popmoney Mobile – Quickly and securely send 

money to friends & family using your mobile device2

502-584-3600

REGION

By Marcy Oster
JTA

LIMA, Ohio – A synagogue was shot 
up with what police describe as a BB or 
pellet gun, although they caution it was 
likely not a hate crime.

At least two dozen holes were discov-
ered in the windows of Temple Beth Is-
rael-Shaare Zedek in Lima on Shabbat, 
according to the congregation’s part-
time rabbi, Howie Stein, who reported 
the vandalism in a public Facebook post 
that has since been deleted.

“Friday night, we prayed in a sanctu-
ary with three bullet holes in its win-
dows,” Stein wrote. “Services followed 
a potluck supper, in a social hall with a 
minyan of holes in its windows, brought 
out from a kitchen with twice as many 
holes in its window. Shabbat morning 
we found three more holes in the up-
stairs classrooms, no longer used be-
cause of the shrinking and aging nature 
of the congregation. Thankfully, nobody 
was in the building at the time, and the 
damage, while emotionally and physi-
cally extensive, was not more signifi -
cant.”

Sgt. Jason Warren of the Lima Police 
Department told JTA that the incident, 
which likely occurred on Friday night, 
was not being treated as a hate crime. 
Police are treating it as an act of vandal-
ism because there was nothing besides 
the bullet holes to suggest an anti-Se-

mitic motive, he said.
Warren said the bullet holes appear 

to have come from a BB or pellet gun, 
and that shooting those weapons is a 
relatively popular activity for kids in the 
area.

Police have increased patrols around 
the synagogue, he said. There are no 
suspects at this time.

“We have kids who think it’s fun to 
shoot houses and cars,” Warren said. 
“It’s a pretty common occurrence.”

The rabbi said he called on the congre-
gation to use Shabbat to “focus inward, 

on our own rest and renewal. We must 
not allow those who hate, and those who 
act on their hate, to deter us from our 
cherished beliefs and practices.”

In a statement released Tuesday, the 
synagogue thanked law enforcement 
for their assistance and said that “The 
outpouring of support makes it clear to 
us that Jews do indeed have a home in 
Lima.”

Stein travels to the synagogue, a 
merged Reform and Conservative con-
gregation, twice a month from his home 
in Pittsburgh to minister to the congre-

gation. His profi le picture on Facebook 
is the Pittsburgh Steelers’ “Stronger 
than Hate” logo, created after the attack 
on the Tree of Life synagogue building 
that killed 11 worshippers.

Lima is in northwest Ohio, between 
Toledo and Dayton. Temple Beth Israel-
Shaare Zedek has 54 member families, 
according to the Union for Reform Ju-
daism.

Police are investigating shooting damage at Temple Beth Israel-Shaare Zedek in Lima, Ohio. The shooting has not been 
called a hate crime. (Facebook photo=)

Rabbi reports shooting damage at Ohio synagogue

HosparusHealth.org/Volunteer | A Nonprofit Organization

Change someone’s life for the better, 
including your own. 

Become a volunteer.

Hosparus Health is looking 

for compassionate community 

members to support our 

patients and families. 

Volunteer opportunities include:

• Patient Companionship and Caregiver Support

• Veteran recognition

• Hair care or Massage therapy 
(must be a licensed professional)

• Making quilts or knitted/crocheted blankets

If you are interested in volunteering, please submit a volunteer 

application online or contact Sky Yeasayer at 502-719-4155.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED.  APPLY ONLINE.
Flexible time options for volunteers.

Dara Woods
Greater Louisville 

Association of Realtors 
Rookie of the Year 2014

(502) 644-5765
dara@rededgelive.com

I’m dedicated to our 
Jewish community. 
Buying or selling, 

I’ll work just as hard 
for you!

A portion of commission earned will be donated to the Federation.
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By Lydia Currie
Guest Columnist

GREENVILLE, S.C. – When my fa-
ther was 7 years old, he was placed in an 
orphanage. His own father had died and 
his mother’s mental illness prevented 
her from caring for him.

Growing up, I heard his stories of “kid 
prison,” as he called it, and I dreamed of 
someday becoming a foster parent able 
to take children out of an institution and 
offer them a family.

In the spring of 2010, my husband and 
I were raising our three young biologi-
cal children when we decided we were 
ready to foster. We had so much abun-
dance and capacity: room in our house, 
enough money, a stable relationship, 
supportive extended family and plenty 
of love. I also was inspired by the core 
Jewish value of tikkun olam, repairing 
the world.

We knew that the number of chil-
dren needing care had become a crisis 
in our state, South Carolina, and that 
older children were being warehoused 
in modern-day orphanages. Boys with a 
history in the system are hard to place 
in families because of the assumption 
that they might be violent, and we de-
cided that we wanted to give one of them 
a home.

My husband and I initially reached 
out to the adoptions division of the state 
Department of Social Services office in 
Greenville County. However, the agen-
cy was backlogged, with expected wait 
times of about a year for a foster-adop-
tive license. The director suggested that 
we work with a private agency, Miracle 
Hill, which had an orphanage full of 
school-aged boys and would be able to 
move forward right away.

But when I requested Miracle Hill’s 
application, I learned that we were 
barred because of our religion.

The agency only accepts Protestant 
Christian families. This publicly sub-
sidized foster program is unwilling to 
place children with Jewish, Catholic, 
Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, atheist and 
agnostic would-be parents. Their initial 
screening form, now available online, 
asks for the contact information of your 
pastor and that you testify to your salva-
tion in the text box provided.

Miracle Hill, which licenses foster 
families in 11 counties, is denying chil-
dren access to loving families despite 
the fact that the state is paying the agen-
cy to find families for children who des-
perately need them – and our president 
has decided that’s perfectly fine.

On Jan. 24, the Trump administra-
tion granted a request by the governor 

of South Carolina to issue a waiver of 
federal regulations that prohibit federal 
funding for agencies that discriminate 
based on faith requirements.

This means that agencies like Miracle 
Hill will be allowed to continue reject-
ing families – and they’re not alone.

Some eight states have passed laws 
that permit state-contracted, taxpayer-
funded child welfare agencies to use 
religious criteria to exclude prospec-
tive foster and adoptive parents. Other 
states are now considering similar mea-
sures. In Philadelphia, a government-
contracted foster care agency sued the 
city, claiming a constitutional right to 
exclude families that don’t meet their 
religious criteria – specifically, same-sex 
couples.

The district court rejected that claim, 
but the case is pending before a federal 
appeals court.

There are thousands of children in 
foster care across our country who are 
and will be affected by the exclusion 
of good families based on religious re-
quirements. For them, the time lost to 
an institution instead of spent with a 
loving family could alter the course of 
their lives.

In 2012 – two years after deciding to 
foster – my husband and I were finally 
able to welcome an older child to our 
family through Greenville County’s 
partnership with another private agen-
cy. We brought home a 9-year-old boy 
who had been living in an institution. 
In 2017, we began fostering a daughter, 
who also came from an institution.

Even the best institution leaves marks. 
When he first came to us, our son would 
scrunch up into a tiny ball or chew his 
fist when presented with a routine sib-
ling conflict. Our daughter would smack 
kids who were nearby when she was 
passed a plate of snacks and then gorge 
herself until her stomach hurt.

In South Carolina, orphanages and 
foster parents have tremendous author-
ity over the religious lives of the chil-
dren placed with them. Foster children 
are expected to attend religious services 
and celebrate holidays according to the 
custom of the adults who are caring for 
them. For us, this simply meant that 
the children in our care attended our 
synagogue’s Sunday school rather than 
the Christian equivalent. They were not 
expected to become Jewish, only to par-
ticipate fully in the life of their Jewish 
foster mom and siblings.

Our daughter, who had been baptized 
Catholic in her infancy, was forcibly 
converted to the Baptist faith at age 7 
and was sent to an evangelical orphan-
age. While she was living there, many 

special treats (McDonald’s, Easter bas-
kets, Christmas parties, field trips) were 
provided only for the kids who agreed 
to attend “optional” church services and 
vacation Bible camps.

Our daughter is now at the age where 
she enjoys fantasy-planning her bat 
mitzvah party, but we still have not for-
mally converted her to Judaism. She has 
been coerced so much in her short life 
by adults who thought that they knew 
God’s will for her. We would rather have 
a child who is not Jewish than a child 
who became Jewish as some sort of bar-
gain – her soul for our love and protec-
tion. Our love and protection are freely 
given, no strings attached. All children 
in foster care deserve that same gift.

Children are resilient – it’s amazing 
what a stable, loving home can do. Our 
son is now 15 and thriving; he loves sci-fi 
and video games and is training to be-
come a professional dancer. Our fam-
ily recently moved to Philadelphia so he 
could live with us while he attends the 
prestigious Rock School for Dance Edu-
cation. After some homeschooling, our 
daughter has returned to public school 
and is making good progress. Slowly, 
with our consistent love and discipline, 
she is learning to trust. We have adopted 
both children.

Unfortunately, Greenville County’s 
partnership with the agency we used did 
not last, and Miracle Hill is now the only 
private agency in the Greenville area to 
serve children without special needs. I 
adore my children and wouldn’t alter 
the path that brought them to us. But I 
think often about the other older chil-

dren who were waiting for families, the 
ones in Miracle Hill institutions whom 
we could have loved if we had not been 
rejected because of our faith. I wonder 
what happened to them – and whether 
they are still waiting.

(Lydia Currie spent a decade living in 
South Carolina, where she served as a fos-
ter parent. She now lives in Philadelphia, 
where she is a member of Congregation 
Kol Tzedek. Her op-ed was distributed by 
JTA.)

I was barred from fostering because I am Jewish

mweisberg@bhhsparksweisberg.com
www.weisberglouisvillehomes.com

WINE & WRAP
Women’s Philanthropy Connecting Series & the Tikkun Olam Initiative presents

MARCH 11, 2019 7 P.M.

JEWISHLOUISVILLE.ORG/WINE&WRAP
RSVP BY MONDAY, MARCH 4

Enjoy drinks and light hors d’oeuvres while socializing with other women in the 
community. Assemble mishloach manot bags, customary to give to friends during 

Purim, for the JFCS Doris L. and Theodore B. Meyers Shabbos Friends Program.

Women’s Philanthropy
CONNECTING SERIES

OF LOUISVILLE
Jewish Federation

Committee Members

Tammy Behr
Keren Benabou

Diane Deitel
Robin Miller
Amy Wagner
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Every two weeks, I get to speak to our 
new hires about our mission and heri-
tage as part of their orientation. All the 
employees come together on day one, 
but day two allows them to learn about 
the specifi c legacies of their respective 
hospitals.

I love welcoming new employees, shar-
ing with them our excitement about our 
future. There is a lot that we still don’t 
know, but we remain hopeful about our 
capacity for growth and service to the 
community.

Many of our employees are neither 

Jewish nor Catholic, yet they join an or-
ganization that is proudly rooted in both 
faith traditions. I educate them about 
both religions, reinforcing our inclusive 
values.  

I share the visionary calling of the 
sisters who started our Catholic hospi-
tals, their commitment to justice and 
compassion for the underserved. Work-
ing in health care is not just a job, but a 
life-changing, soulful and sacred expe-
rience. 

Whether they are doctors, nurses, 
technicians, food service or environ-
mental service workers, all our employ-
ees are part of the care team. The com-
passion and care they show our guests 
and patients actualizes divine love in 
this world. 

Our founders recognized that the 
healing miracles and compassionate 
care that are made possible in our hospi-
tals can leave a profound and lasting im-
pact, religious identity notwithstanding.

I am always moved by the opportu-
nity to provide education about both 
our Catholic and Jewish legacies and am 

touched by the reactions I receive. Peo-
ple frequently tell me that I am the fi rst 
rabbi they have met.

I have come to realize that most peo-
ple do not know much about Judaism in 
general, nor the history that led to the 
founding of Jewish hospitals across the 
country.

Jewish hospitals met a need. Jewish 
doctors could practice there when other 
hospitals denied them privileges, and 
poor Jewish refugees and immigrants 
found affordable medical care and re-
spect for their religion and traditions.

Founded as Jewish Free Hospital, 
Jewish Hospital’s inclusive mission ex-
panded to become the fi rst racially in-
tegrated medical center in Louisville. 
That inclusiveness continues to this day; 
the Kentucky Refugee Ministries, which 
seeks to fi nd work for newcomers from 
other countries, recently named Jewish 
an “Employer Champion.”

The ability to transform negative ex-
periences into positive outcomes defi nes 
our facilities. It’s one reason we con-
solidated our resources, preserving our 

mission to care for the underserved in 
an era of health care transition. 

Frazier Rehab Institute was found-
ed with this same philosophy: Amelia 
Brown Frazier’s accident, almost a cen-
tury ago, led her to need to travel to New 
York City for years. Wondering why she 
couldn’t get world-class rehabilitation 
care in her hometown, she and her fam-
ily created one of our country’s leading 
rehabilitation centers. It affi liated with 
Jewish in 1984, enabling it to care for 
even more profoundly acute patients.

Understanding our founding stories 
helps our employees revere our mission. 
It ignites enthusiasm for our commit-
ment to transform negatives into posi-
tives. Learning more about Catholicism 
and Judaism can even increase an ap-
preciation for religious diversity within 
the broader population.

This connects to my own story. As the 
child of a Holocaust survivor, I appreci-
ate the opportunity to provide education 
about Judaism to our employees. I know 

See SIRITSKY on page 19

Hospital employees educated on KY1 heritage, mission
FORUM

Jewish Hospital

Rabbi Nadia
Siritsky

TUESDAY, JAN. 29, 12:45 P.M.
Senior retirees meeting, Chaplain Dale McAbee 
from Baptist Health will speak on “Wholeness:  
A House with Five Rooms.” Refreshments will 
be served. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 5, 12:45 P.M.
Nada returns for another classical music presen-
tation.  Refreshments will be served.

TUESDAY, FEB. 19, 12:45 P.M.
Tyrone Cotton will perform on guitar some 
blues, folk and rock music. Refreshments will be 
served.

TUESDAY, FEB. 26, 12:45 P.M.
“Calling all Sherlocks. Actors from Who Dunnit 
Murder Mystery will present three short murder 
mystery plays. Refreshments will be served.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 27, 7:00 P.M.
AT ADATH JESHURUN
Closing reception following the � lm The Samuel 
Project $10 for admission, transportation avail-
able for $3.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 7:30 P.M.
AT CENTER FOR THE ARTS
Tony Award-winning actress Betty Buckley stars 
in Hello, Dolly! Reservation & Payment Due by 

Feb. 22, admission & transportation cost, $46 
for members, $54 for nonmembers.

JUNE 16 - JUNE 22
Mackinac Island & Northern Michigan trip, which 
includes a guided tour of Mackinaw City, a visit 
to Mackinac Island, including a Guided Carriage 
Tour, boat ride through the Soo Locks, free time 
& sightseeing in Sault Sainte Marie. Call Diane 
Sadle at 502-238-2749 for details..

SUMMER CAMP
JUNE 10 - AUGUST 9
“Are we there yet?” Go on VACATION with 
Camp J!
For children 2 years - 10th grade.
Traditional and Specialty camps available, as 
well as services for special needs campers.
jewishlouisvillecamp.org
Questions? Contact mmannel@jewishlouis-
ville.org. 

CHILDREN’S CLASSES
JUNE 10 - AUGUST 9
Preschool Sports & Games | Mondays 4:30-
5:00pm
Preschool Creative Arts and Movement | 
Tuesdays 4:30-5:30pm 
Preschool Ballet | Wednesdays 5:00-5:30pm 
Snapology Junior Engineers | Thursdays 4:30-
5:30pm
Session starts the week of February 18. 
jewishlouisville.org/winteryouthprograms

KID’S NIGHT OUT
FEBRUARY 16 & MARCH 16
6:30-10:30pm 
For kids 2 years - 6th Grade 
jewishlouisville.org/KNO 

SPRING CAMP
APRIL 1-5 | 9AM-4PM 
Swimming, arts, sports, and special events 
every day!  
jewishlouisville.org/spring-camp
Questions? Contact kgraves@jewishlouisville.
org.

The J Senior Calendar for March

Chavurat Shalom for March
Thursday, March 7 – Jennifer Dia-

mond presents local singer-songwriter, 
Paul Moffett in the chapel. Moffett will 
sing and play guitar, showcasing his 
own songs and Diamond will join him 
on harmonies. Lunch in the Heideman 
will include pepper steak, egg noodles, 
mixed vegetables, mixed green salad, 
fresh fruit and caramel spoon cake. 

Thursday, March 14 – Two of Dia-
monds will entertain. Lunch will in-
clude salmon croquettes, mashed pota-
toes, green peas, fresh fruit, couscous 
salad and cherry cobbler.

Thursday, March 21 – Senior Univer-
sity  

Thursday, March 28 – Pianist Jeff 

Springer will perform in the chapel. 
Lunch in the Heideman will include 
grilled chicken piccata, quinoa and 
black beans, roasted brussel sprouts, 
fresh fruit, mixed green salad and mixed 
berry trifl e.

Thursday, April 4 – TBA, March and 
April birthdays and anniversaries will 
be celebrated. Lunch will include a deli 
platter with assorted breads, chicken 
and rice soup, mixed green salad, fresh 
fruit and celebratory cake.

Senior University

The Senior University Purim Spiel, 
will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., 

Thursday, March 21 – University of Lou-
isville President Neeli Bendapudi will 
share her vision for the university. Abby 
Glogower, curator of Jewish Collections 
and the Jewish Community Archive at 
The Filson Historical Society will talk 
about recent acquisitions;  Barry Mey-
ers will share details about fi nancial 
planning; Bourbon 101 looks at the his-
tory of the spirit with tastings; and Cen-
terStage will offer a behind-the-scenes 
look at its work. Jennifer Diamond will 
perform, and Mickey and Carol Heide-
man’s famous mushroom barley soup 
for lunch will be served. Call 502-423-
1818 or visit  thetemplelouky.org/se-
nior-university by March 14 to RSVP. 

Cost is $15. Chavurat Shalom is an op-
portunity for Jewish senior adults to meet 
socially and share ideas. Lunch is $5 and 
reservations are due by the Tuesday before 
the program. RSVP to 502-423-1818 or 
sarahharlan86@gmail.com. A vegetar-
ian option is available if requested in ad-
vance. Transportation can be scheduled 
by calling JFCS at 502-452-6341; the cost 
is $5 per round trip. Chavurat Shalom 
is funded by the Jewish Heritage Fund 
for Excellence, The Temple, The Temple 
Brotherhood and Sisterhood, NCJW, the 
Jewish Federation of Louisville, and oth-
er generous donors.

KIDS’ ACTIVITY CALENDAR

SENIOR EVENTS

Spring Camp
April 1-5

CAMP

REGISTER ONLINE
jewishlouisville.org/spring-camp
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2821 Klempner Way
Louisville, KY 40205

phone | 502-452-6341 
fax | 502-452-6718

website | jfcslouisville.org

Stay up to date on all things JFCS when 
you sign up for our monthly e-newsletter!
Contact marketing@jfcslouisville.org.

JFCS NEWS, CLASSES & EVENTS

JFCS FOOD PANTRY

SUGGESTIONS FOR MARCH
•Crackers/family pkg 

and individual pkg
• 1 lb. bags dried beans 

and 1 lb. bags rice

Remember, donations can be made 
at your local synagogue.
Food must be donated in original packaging 
before the expiration date. Monetary donations 
also may be made to the Sonny & Janet 
Meyer Family Food Pantry Fund. 

March 14, 1pm
Parkinson’s Caregiver Support Group
Meets second Thursday of month at 
JFCS. Contact Connie Austin: 502-452-6341, 
ext. 305.

March 18, 12:30pm
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
Meets third Monday of month at JFCS. Contact 
Jo Ann Kalb: 502-452-6341, ext. 335.

March 18, 7pm
Parents of Young Adults in Interfaith 
Relationships
Contact Diane Tracht: 502-452-6341, 
ext. 250.

March 20, 10am
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
Meets third Wednesday of month at Epworth 
United Methodist Church, 919 Palatka Rd. 
Contact Jo Ann Kalb: 502-452-6341, 
ext. 335.

March 21, 7pm
Adult Children of Aging Parents
Meets third Thursday of month at JFCS. 
Contact Mauri Malka: 502-452-6341, 
ext. 250.

SUPPORT GROUPSSUPPORT GROUPS

• Cereal
• Canned fruit
• Ketchup
• Ramen noodles

E V E N T S

March 11–13  6-8pm 
Back by Popular Demand!  
The New Year, New Career Devel- 
opment Series will empower you  
to discover your strengths and 
how to use them to advance  
or relaunch your personal and 
professional brand. 

Whether you are an upcoming  
college graduate, a mid-career  
leader looking for a change,  
or nearing retirement age but  
not ready to stop working, this 
series is for you!

The Series Will Include:
• Strengthsfinder© assessment to  
 discover your top 5 strengths

• Branding on LinkedIn

• Marketing your resume

• Exclusive networking event with  
 local business representatives

Monday, March 11 
Identify your top 5 strengths and 
understand how to use those 
strengths to advance your career.

Tuesday, March 12
Relaunching your brand in 2019

Wednesday, March 13 
Exclusive networking event 

• “Appetizers and Careers”

• Mix and mingle with business  
 representatives 

$125 Register Online at:
knowyour5march.eventbrite.com 

For more info: 502-322-1934

1 .  A C H I E V E R ?
2 .  A N A LY T I C A L ?
3 .  L E A R N E R ?
4 .  S T R AT E G I C ?
5 .  A R R A N G E R ?

Do You Know Your  
Top 5 Strengths?

 NEW
CAREER

S P O N S O R E D  B Y 

March 5, 4pm 
Caregiver Support Group
Meets first Tuesday of month at 
JFCS. Contact Naomi Carrico:  
502-452-6341, ext. 249  

E N C O R E  P R E S E N TAT I O N

NEWNEW
CAREERCAREER

E N C O R E  P R E S E N TAT I O N

 NEW
YEAR

The Carole & Larry Goldberg Family Mitzvah

Everyone Deserves A Passover Seder

Help Food Insecure People Celebrate This Passover. 
You Can Participate In Two Ways.

Donate Kosher Food for Passover by March 15
1 Lb. Box of Matzo Crackers  •  Matzo Ball and Other KFP Soups 

Horseradish  •  KFP Macaroons  •  KFP Snacks or Raisins

Help Assemble Passover Food Packages  
Sunday, March 24 at JFCS    2–3pm

RSVP By March 20  502-452-6341

Ringing in
your ears?
Ask the expert!

Wednesday, March 6, 2019
@ The River House

Call today to RSVP! (502) 638-2768

Visit us online at www.kyhearingclinic.com

2226 Holiday Manor Center #4
Louisville, KY  40222

3015 River Road  •  Louisville, KY  40207
March 6, 2019 at 11:00 am

Complimentary
Lunch &
Hearing

Education
Seminar

Complimentary Lunch & Educational Seminar 

We are proud to announce that Marci Shuman, 
M.S., CCC-A, Audiologist will be available to answer 
questions about your hearing health and ringing in 
your ears.
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PICTURE THIS: COMMUNITY TELETHON
Twenty-eight volunteers reached out and touched someone at the Jewish Federation of Louisville’s Community Telethon 2019 on Sunday, Jan. 27, at The J. The annual event generates pledges for the Federation to support Jewish services and 
agencies here and worldwide. Approximately 800 calls were made, netting more than 180 pledges. Jennifer Jacobson and Cari Hatch co-chaired this year’s event. (Community photos by Tara Cocco) 
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Abrams honored
at JCPA Gala   

The Jewish Coun-
cil for Public Affairs 
(JCPA) honored 
Marie Abrams, past 
chair of the board, 
at its 75th Anniver-
sary Gala, on Feb. 
10 in Washington 
D.C.

Abrams served as chair from 2004 to 
2006. She broadened JCPA’s partner-
ships and was key in driving the Jewish 
community towards consensus on cru-
cial issues. 

Abrams has also served as a trustee 
of United Jewish Communities and the 
University of Louisville, and she co-
chaired the Louisville Israel Community 
Relations Initiative.

She was board member of the Jewish 
Hospital, the Louisville Jewish Commu-
nity Federation, the Southern Regional 
Council, the Jewish Social Service Agen-
cy, the Jewish Community Center, the 
National Council of Jewish Women, and 
the Governor’s Task Force on Juvenile 
Delinquency.

JCPA is the national hub of the 125 
Jewish community relations councils 
in the US and 17 national Jewish agen-
cies.  Since their founding they have led 
Jewish engagement on major issues in-
cluding the civil rights and voting rights 

acts; eliminating racial quotas in immi-
gration; movement to free Soviet Jewry, 
ending Darfur genocide; countering 
BDS; and criminal justice reform.

Bats hire
 Sobel   

The Louisville Bats, 
the local professional 
baseball club and Tri-
ple-A affiliate of the 
Cincinnati Reds, have 

appointed Chip Sobel to 
the position of manager, corporate part-
nerships.

“After a multi-decade career as a pro-
fessional comedy industry executive I 
have turned my attention to another pas-
sion of mine, baseball,” Sobel said in a 
prepared statement.

Sobel’s responsibilities include mar-
keting sponsorship and advertising op-
portunities for businesses and organiza-
tions at Louisville Slugger Field.

In addition to 70 home games, Bats 
partners will also be exposed to at least 
17 LouCity soccer matches during 2019.

Contact Sobel at csobel@batsbase-
ball.com.

Girl Scout troop
represents Israel   

Dunn Elementary Girl Scout Troop 
2236 represented Israel at Thinking Day 

on Saturday, Feb. 2, at Slugger Field.
Thinking Day is an event during which 

troops from around Kentuckiana each 
represent a country and teach other Girl 
Scouts about the food and culture from 
their chosen land. About 450 girls par-
ticipated.

The 15-member troop, all fifth grad-
ers, chose Israel because they noticed 
from their involvement that no one had 
represented the country in a while; they 
wanted to show what the Jewish state 
has to offer.

The girls created “swaps” replicat-
ing the Dead Sea and offered hand salt 
scrubs to hundreds of scouts through-
out the day. They also educated visitors 
about the military requirements, techno-
logical and agricultural advancements 
and the Western Wall.

Marie Abrams

Chip Sobel
Members of Girl Scout Troop 2236

NEWS & NEWSMAKERS

Rabbi Rob-
ert Slosberg 
has concluded 
his four-year 
term as chair-
man of the Na-
tional Masorti 
Foundation, the 
American arm 
of the Masorti 
(Conservative) 

movement in Israel.
“Helping to build an Israel where 

traditional Judaism thrives in an in-
clusive, egalitarian and welcoming 
environment has been central to my 
life,” Slosberg said at a Feb. 10 dinner 
in New York in his honor. “I’m proud 
of the work of the Masorti Movement 
and Foundation, and I’m honored to 
continue to serve on the board as a di-
rector.”

Slosberg, who has served as chair-
man of the foundation since 2015, was 
presented with a silver tzedakah box in 
honor of his work. 

“We’re fortunate to have the lead-
ership of an exceptional, active and 
highly committed board of directors,” 
Masorti Foundation Executive Direc-
tor Gideon Aronoff said at the func-
tion. With [incoming Chair] Heidi 
[Schneider] now at the helm and with 
Bob’s ongoing participation and guid-
ance, Masorti is on a path to achieve 
all of its goals.”

There are 80 Masorti kehillot (com-
munities) in Israel today.

Slosberg, who has served as rabbi of 
Adath Jeshurun for 38 years, is a fer-
vent supporter of the Israel, having led 
more than 30 missions there, includ-
ing several with the Masorti Founda-
tion. He also has served on several 
national organizations benefiting the 
Jewish state.

He has led his congregation in many 
tikkun olam projects, including the 
reunion of two refugee families from 
Sudan. He raised funds to bring the 
families to Louisville and continued 
offering support after they arrived. 
Some of the children attended the AJ 
Preschool.

Slosberg also supports Gilda’s Club 
and efforts to provide meals, blankets, 
socks and hats to the homeless. He has 
collaborated with the African-Ameri-
can, Muslim and LGBTQ communities 
and local churches to fight discrimina-
tion.

The goals of the Masorti Movement 
in Israel are the furtherance of “egali-
tarian, democratic and welcoming Ju-
daism consistent with Jewish tradition 
and values,” according to the founda-
tion.

“Rabbi Slosberg is a hard act to fol-
low,” incoming Chair Schneider said, 
“but I’m inspired by his example and 
will strive to continue the work of 
building an Israel that can be a home 
for all Jews.”

Rabbi Robert Slosberg

Slosberg steps down 
as Masorti chair

Expires 8/31/18
Dine In Only

Mon.-Th. 11-9 PM
Fri. 11-9:30 PM
Sat. 8-9:30 PM
Sun. 9-8 PM 

Of equal or greater value.
Not good with any other offers or discounts. 
Must present coupon at time of purchase.

Goose creek
Diner

Expires 3/31/19 Please visit our website for more info: 
www.louisvillevaad.org
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(Editor’s note: To make Around Town more 

user friendly, items for adult education, ser-
vices and regular weekly and monthly events 
are being grouped under separate headings. 
Also, more photos and color will be used to 
make the entire section easier on the eyes.)  

WUPJ leader here  
Temple Shalom and The Temple are 

bringing Rabbi Daniel Freelander, presi-
dent of the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism (WUPJ) to Louisville in April 
for a weekend series of events designed 
to shed light on Jewish life around the 
globe.

Established in 1926, The WUPJ is the 
international umbrella organization for 
the Reform, Liberal, Progressive and 
Reconstructionist movements. It serves 
over 1.8 million Jews from 1,200 congre-
gations in more than 50 countries.

The Jewish Heritage Fund for Excel-
lence is sponsoring Freelander’s visit, 
which will include programs at both 
synagogues.      

Freelander will speak Friday, April 5, 
at Temple Shalom, on the topic “Jews 
Move: Why New Reform Communities 
are Developing in Asia and Spain.” Ser-
vices will begin at 6:30 p.m. with Rab-
bis Beth Jacowitz Chottiner and David 
Ariel-Joel leading and Louie Bailey, Jen-
nifer Diamond and Sam Thal providing 
the music. Transportation to Temple 
Shalom will be provided for members 
of The Temple for those who RSVP by 
March 28. There will be a short service 
at The Temple at 7 p.m. for those who 
cannot make it to Temple Shalom.

On Saturday, April 6, Freelander will 
speak at Temple Shalom during a lunch 
and learn at noon, following 10:30 a.m. 
services.  Freelander’s topic will be, “Will 
the Real Reform Judaism Please Stand 
Up”: Understanding Progressive Juda-
ism in North America, UK, Germany, 
Brazil and Israel.” 

Freelander will then speak at The 
Temple at 11 a.m., Sunday, April 7, on 
the topic, “Training Rabbis for Global 
Judaism: Stories from London, Berlin, 
Moscow, and Buenos Aires.” The Broth-
erhood and Sisterhood are co-sponsors. 

Freelander will interact with rabbinic 
students from Moscow and Buenos Aires 
via Skype during the brunch.

 Polar Plunge 
Temple Shalom member Tami Penner 

will take the Polar Plunge on Saturday, 
Feb. 23, at the Texas Roadhouse in Mid-
dletown. Her plunge raises money from 
the Kentucky Special Olympics. Penner 
can be reached at dpenner7@msn.
com.

Pasta Supper, Silent Auction
AJ Preschool’s Annual Pasta Supper & 
Silent Auction fundraiser will be held at 
5:30 p.m. Sunday, March 3.  A chef-pre-
pared pasta supper, children’s activities, 
entertainment, and a silent auction are 
planned All proceeds directly benefit the 
AJ Preschool. Reservations are accepted 
online; visit visiting ajpreschool.com/
pastasupper or contact Shannon Beno-
vitz at shannonbenovitz@gmail.com 
for details. 

Knit & Qvell Circle
The Anshei Sfard Knit & Qvell Circle 

will next meet at 1 p.m., Thursday, March 
7, at Shalom Towers. Knitted items are 
donated to the Jefferson County Public 
Schools Clothes Closet. Call Toby Hor-
vitz 502-458-7108 for details.  

Homeless outreach
Keneseth Israel will make sandwich-

es and care packages for the homeless 
starting at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, March 
7. Bring your own supplies (bread, pea-
nut butter and jelly, blankets, underwear, 
socks, flashlights, etc.) Around 6:30 p.m., 
participants will caravan downtown to 
give out food and supplies to the home-
less. 

Torah Yoga     
Cantor Sharon Hordes and Lisa Flan-

nery host a yoga class that combines 
the flexibility and strength of yoga with 
teachings of the Torah. The next classes 
will meet at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, March 
14 and 21, at Keneseth Israel. The class, 
which is co-sponsored by Temple Sha-
lom and Hadassah, is free. 

AJ Music Festival    
Adath Jeshurun will host its annual 

music festival, themed “In the Key of 
Play: Rock & Reparte,” at 7 p.m., Sun-
day, March 17. The concert will feature 
pianist, singer and songwriter Cantor 
Randy Herman along with Cantor Da-
vid Lipp.  Musical guests include Cantor 
Sharon Hordes, Jennifer Diamond, Mike 
Jarvis, The Jewish Community Choir, 
and Louisville Orchestra Music Director 
Teddy Abrams. RSVP to adathjeshu-
run.com/musicfestival.

Sunday Night at the Movies
The Temple’s next Sunday Night at the 

Movies will be held Sunday, March 24. 
The next part of GI Jews will be screened. 
The pizza dinner starts at 6:30 p.m.; the 
movie and discussion, 7 p.m. RSVP to 
thetemplelouky.org or 502-423-1818.  

Newstadt named Minyanaire 
Dr. Mark Newstadt, Adath Jeshurun’s 

2018 Minyanaire of the Year, will be 
honored on Friday, March 29.  The Kab-
balat Shabbat service will begin at 5:45 
p.m., followed by a Shabbat dinner and 
awards ceremony at 6:30 p.m.  Visit ada-

thjeshurun.com/minyandinner by 
March 22 for reservations. Contact Mol-
ly Evancho at 502-458-5359 or mevan-
cho@adathjeshurun.com for details.  
Minyanaires will participate and have 
special honors in the Shabbat service at 
9:30 a.m., Saturday, March 30. A Kid-
dush lunch will follow. 

AJ Book Club    
The Adath Jeshurun Book Club is read-

ing Walking Lions by Ayelet Gundar-Gos-
hen and will be discuss the book at its 
next meeting at 2 p.m., Sunday, March 
31, at AJ. Contact Deborah Slosberg at 
dslosberg@adathjeshurun.com or 
502-458-5359. 

Spring plantings, headstone cleanings       
Begonias and/or boxwoods may be or-

dered for gravesites in the Adath Jeshu-
run Cemetery. Headstone-cleaning also 
is available. Visit adathjeshurun.com/
cemeteryplantings for arrangements.

Chabad Community Seder
The Litvin family is sponsoring a com-

munity Passover seder on Friday, April 
19.  The Seder will be an interactive 
evening, drawing inspiration from Kab-
balah and the mystical traditions of Ju-
daism. Reservations must be made by 
April 4 by calling 502-459-1770. Space is 
limited.

Torah Yoga at The Temple     
The Temple holds a Torah Yoga class 

with Lisa Klein, Sundays from 10 to 
11:30 a.m. in the Heideman Auditorium. 

Klein uses a curriculum based on “To-
rah Yoga” by Diane Bloomfield. Bring a 
yoga mat, blanket, strap and block. Cost 
is $18 per person (50% of proceeds do-
nated to the Temple Religious School 
Fund) Contact Klein at cardsmommy@
gmail.com or The Temple at 502-423-
1818 for details. 

Yard Sale     
Keneseth Israel will hold one of the 

biggest yard sales in Louisville from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., March 24 and 25. TV’s, 
furniture, artwork, appliances, antiques, 
clothes, Judaica, toys, books, and other 
items will be sold. Proceeds will benefit 
the synagogue.

Adult Education 

TS Scholar-in-residence        
Author and educator Jane Larkin will 

be Temple Shalom’s scholar-in-residence 
from Friday, March 8, to Saturday, 

March 9. The author of From Generation 
to Generation: A Story of Intermarriage 
and Jewish Continuity, Larkin will speak 
at Shabbat services Friday and Saturday, 
and head a lunch & learn session follow-
ing the Saturday service. All the events 
are free. RSVP by March 1 to 502-458-
4739 or information@templeshalom-
ky.org.  

Pragmatic Spirituality     
Dr. Courtney Snyder and Marty Snyder 

meets at AJ to lead a discussion group 
on universal themes inspired by spiritual 
thinkers. Sessions begin Sundays at 10 
a.m. The March 10 session addresses the 
topic “How to Listen to Your Body.”  The 
March 24 topic is “Tell me, what is it you 
plan to do with your one wild and pre-
cious life?” (Mary Oliver quote.) 

Kabbalah Month by Month
Cantor Sharon Hordes leads a monthly 

class on kabbalistic teachings and medi-
tations related to each Hebrew month’s 
holidays, Torah portions, healing areas 
and astrological connections. The free 
class meets every second Thursday at 
6:30 p.m. The next session is Thursday, 
March 14.  

Filson lecture
The Filson Historical Society will hold 

a lecture at the Temple at 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday, March 28. The cost is $10.

Visit filsonhistorical.org/events/ or 
call the Temple at 502-423-1818 for de-
tails.

Exodus class   
Anshei Sfard Rabbi Simcha Snaid 

leads a class titled “Journey Through 
Exodus” Wednesdays at 7 p.m. at Sha-
lom Towers on the second floor. Call the 
office at 502-451-3122 for details. 

‘Make a Prophet’  
Anshei Sfard Rabbi Simcha Snaid 

leads a class titled “Make a Prophet,” 
Thursdays from 11 a.m. to noon at Sha-
lom Towers on the second floor. The 
class explores the Book of Joshua. Call 
office 502-451-3122 for details.

New Louisville Melton Classes 
New Melton classes will begin in 

March at Adath Jeshurun: Continu-
ation of “Beyond Borders” Tuesdays, 
beginning March 12 from 6:30 to 7:40 
p.m.; “Vayikra/Leviticus: A Call to Holi-
ness,” Tuesdays, beginning March 12, 
from 7:50 to 9 p.m.; “Vayikra/Leviticus: 
A Call to Holiness,” Thursdays, begin-
ning March 14 from 9:30 to 10:40 a.m.; 
“Modern Midrash,” Thursdays, begin-
ning March 14, from 10:50 a.m. to noon.  
Contact Director Deborah Slosberg at 
dslosberg@adathjeshurun.com or 
502-458-5359 to register. 

The Temple classes 
The Temple is offering the following 

adult education classes on Wednesday 
mornings:

“Building Character: Jewish Principles 
of How to be a Good Person,” 9:30-10:35 
a.m. with Rabbi David Ariel-Joel.

“The Torah of our Lives,” 10:45-noon 
with Rabbi Joe Rooks Rapport.

The following Monday night classes 

Dr. Mark Newstadt

 Rabbi Daniel Freelander 
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are offered:  

Advanced Hebrew: The Temple Torah 
Study Circle,” 6-7 p.m. with Rapport

“Text Study: Beliefs and Lessons from 
Our Bible,” with Ariel-Joel, 7-8 p.m.

“Beginning Hebrew, Part 2” with Mark 
Goldstein, 7-8 p.m., (email Goldstein at 
mdgoldstein01@gmail.com to regis-
ter).

“Basic Judaism: Jewish Concepts and 
Basic Beliefs,” 7-8 p.m. with Rapport 
and Ariel-Joel.

Weekly/Monthly Happenings

Torah study
Rabbi David Ariel-Joel of The Temple 

leads Torah study sessions Saturdays at 
9 a.m. in the Fishman Library. Coffee, 
bagels and cream cheese will be served.

Bridge Club    
The Keneseth Israel Bridge Club meets 

Mondays from 1 to 3 p.m. in the small 
chapel. RSVP to gwishnia@gmail.
com. 

Purim

Queen Esther’s lessons    
Join Duby Litvin will lead a class on 

the lessons of Queen Esther at 7 p.m., 
Monday, March 4. The class will be re-
corded on Facebook for those who can’t 
attend. RSVP to Litvin at Mrsduby@
gmail.com.  

Learn to Bake Hamentaschen       
Adath Jeshurun’s annual Hamen-

taschen Bake will be held at 1:30 p.m., 
Sunday, March 10. Learn to make ha-
mentaschen and take some home. 
Hamentaschen also will be given to 
residents of nursing homes and assisted-
living facilities.  Cards to accompany the 
hamentaschen will be available to deco-
rate. The fee is $5 per family. RSVP by 
March 4 at adathjeshurun.com/ha-
mentaschen.

Hamataschen baking
Jewish Woman’s Circle will make 

Hamantaschen and discuss the Jewish 
woman’s role in the story of Purim at 8 
p.m., Sunday, March 10, at The Jewish 
Learning Center. RSVP to Goldie Litvin 
at 502-494-3774 or chabad@chabadky.
com.

Purim Party at The Temple      
The Temple Purim Party will be held 

from 5:30 to 8 p.m., Saturday, March 16. 
A short family service led by second and 
third graders will start at 5:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by dinner and the party sponsored 
by The Temple Brotherhood, including a 
Megillah reading, groggers, face paint-
ing, carnival games, costumes, balloons 
and a photobooth. Costumes are encour-
aged. Cost is $5 for adults, free for chil-
dren 12 and under. RSVP by March 13 at 
502-423-1818 or thetemplelouky.org.

Chabad Purim Celebration     
Chabad is offering an audio-visual ac-

companiment to that traditional reading 
of the Megillah for children and adults 
at 8 p.m. Wednesday, March 20, at 1654 
Almara Circle. A Hamantaschen bar, in-
cluding pastry decoration, will follow 

the reading. Call 502-459-1770. 

Purim in Ireland    
Chabad of Kentucky will host its an-

nual Purim Feast and Celebration at 
5:30 p.m., Thursday, March 21. Purim 
in Ireland will be the theme. Irish food 
and Liam’s Fancy, an Irish band from 
Lexington will perform. There also be 
Irish storytelling and a step dancing per-
formed by the McClanahan School of 
Irish Dance. A visual presentation of the 
Megillah will begin the program. There 
will also be a Hamantaschen bar, a PJ Li-
brary Purim storytelling and Irish beer 
and games for adults. Dinner will begin 
at 6:30. Chabad will also highlight three 
communities in the world where Jews 
are being persecuted, inviting the com-
munity to connect to them through good 
deeds, encouragement and rapport. Cost 
is $35 for adults and $15 for children 
12 and under. All adult tickets paid by 
March 10 will be discounted by 10 per-
cent. Contact Rabbi Avrohom Litvin, at 
502-459-1770 or info@CHABADKY.
COM/PURIM.  

LBSY Purim celebration
The LBSY Purim Celebration and Din-

ner sponsored by Adath Jeshurun, Ken-
eseth Israel, Temple Shalom and LBSY, 
will begin at 5 p.m., Wednesday, March 
20, AJ. An Adult Megillah-Reading with 
Beatles Music will follow at 7 p.m. There 
is no charge for this dinner, but reserva-
tions are required.  Contact Bev Wein-
berg at lbsy.bev@gmail.com by March 
13 to RSVP.

TS Purim Carnival      
Temple Shalom will hold its annu-

al Purim carnival at 10 a.m., Sunday, 
March 24. Gift cards will be awarded for 
the best costumes. Men’s Club will make 
breakfast and WOTS will bake the Ha-
mantaschen. There will be Purim paro-
dies, a schpiel, Megillah reading, and fi -
nally carnival games with face painting, 
food and balloons. Cost is $5 per person 
ages 5 and up. RSVP to 502-458-4739 or 
information@templeshalomky.org. 
Attendance is limited to 150. 

Worship

Bring a Friend to Shabbat    
Temple Shalom members will bring 

friends of all backgrounds to its Bring a 
Friend to Shabbat service at 6:30 p.m., 
Friday, Feb. 22, to enhance its sacred 
community. The congregation’s newest 
members will be welcomed at that time. 
A light dinner will follow the service. 
RSVP to Temple Shalom by Feb. 20 at 
502-458-4739 or information@temple-
shalomky.org.  

WRJ/Sisterhood Shabbat       
The WRJ/Sisterhood Shabbat Service, 

honoring the group for its dedication, 
will be held at 7 p.m. Friday, March 1, at 
The Temple.

Sisterhood Shabbat
Temple Shalom will hold its Sister-

hood Shabbat 10:30 a.m., Saturday, 
March 2. A luncheon sponsored by the 
Women of Temple Shalom will follow 
services.   

Celebration Shabbat         
All who are celebrating a birthday or 

anniversary in the month of March may 
participate in a group aliyah during 
Shabbat morning worship services be-
ginning at 9:30 a.m., Saturday, March 2, 
at Adath Jeshurun.

Interactive prayer, deli luncheon      
Chabad will celebrate Shabbat with 

an interactive prayer service followed 
by a deli luncheon at 10 a.m., Satur-
day, March 2. The program is free and 
sponsored in part by the Jewish Heritage 
Fund for Excellence. Call 502-459-1770 
for details. 

Family Shabbat Dinner     
The Temple Religious School Grade 4 

students will lead Shabbat services at 7 
p.m., Friday, March 8. A family Shabbat 
dinner will start at 6 p.m., the Tot Shab-
bat at 6:45 p.m. with special Tot oneg at 
7 p.m. in the library. The fourth grade 
family-sponsored oneg will follow the 
main service. Cost is $5, free for children 
12 and under. Contact The Temple at 
502-423-1818 or thetemplelouky.org 
by March 6 to RSVP.

Family Kabbalat Shabbat
Keneseth Israel will hold its Family 

Kabbalat Shabbat immediately follow-
ing Friday night services, which begin 
at 6 p.m. Friday, March 8. RSVP to 502-
459-2780 or rsvp@kenesethisrael.
com. Cost is $10 per adult; $5 per child, 
$20 maximum per family. Pay online at 
kenesethisrael.com/payment.

No Shush Shabbat      
Temple Shalom’s next No Sush Shab-

bat will be held at 6:30 p.m., Friday, 
March 8. Rabbi Beth Jacowitz Chottiner 
and song leader Benji Berlow will lead 
the interactive PowerPoint service for 
children. 

Sing-along Friday service, dinner        
Chabad will celebrate Shabbat at 6:30 

p.m., Friday, March 8, at the Chabad 
House, 1654 Almara Circle, with a sing-
along Kabbalat Shabbat service. A three-
course traditional Shabbat dinner will 
follow. The program is free and spon-
sored in part by the Jewish Heritage 
Fund for Excellence. Call 502-459-1770 
for details.

Simcha Shabbat
Keneseth Israel will celebrate March 

birthdays and anniversaries with a Kab-
balat Shabbat service followed by des-
serts and appetizers, at 6 p.m., Friday, 
March 15. RSVP to 502-459-2780 or 
rsvp@kenesethisrael.com.   

Isaac Mayer Wise Shabbat         
The Temple will celebrate American 

Reform Judaism founder Isaac Mayer 
Wise and the congregation’s classical 
Reform heritage at 7 p.m. Friday, March 
15. The Shabbat will mark Wise’s 200th 
birthday.

Guided Meditation      
Chabad will celebrate the conclusion 

of Shabbat with a Havdalah service and 
guided meditation at 8:30 p.m., Satur-
day, March 16, at Chabad House 1654 

Almara Circle. The program is free and 
is sponsored in part by the Jewish Heri-
tage Fund for Excellence. Call 502-459-
1770 for details.

Short and Sweet Family Service     
Students in grades K through 7, and 

their families may join the Short & 
Sweet Family Service at 11 a.m., Satur-
day, March 16, at Adath Jeshurun. The 
informal service includes a story. Stu-
dents will join the main service after-
wards to help lead the closing prayers.

Rabbis’ Shabbat Dinner
The Temple’s next Rabbi’s Shabbat 

Dinner will be held at 6 p.m., Friday, 
March 22 The theme will be Middle 
Eastern. Adults are $5, free for children 
12 and under. RSVP by March 18 to the-
templelouky.org or 502-423-1818.

Brotherhood End of Exodus      
The Infamous No-Rehearsal Brother-

hood Choir will sing at the Torah Cel-
ebration during Shabbat services on 
March 23 at 10:30 am., at The Temple. 
Immediately following services, the 
Temple Brotherhood will sponsor the 
oneg, featuring Gravlax, matzah, and 
bourbon. 

BLT (Bagels Lox, Tefi llen)
Chabad will hold a 45-minute morning 

service and a 45-minute brunch at 8:30 
Sunday, March 24. The free program will 
encourage people to both connect to G-d 
and to others within our community and 
to empower every participant with pow-
er and energy, both physical and spiri-
tual. The Jewish Heritage Fund for Ex-
cellence is a sponsor. Call 502-459-1770 
for details.

MARCH 14-31, 2019

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
502-238-2709 • www.CenterStageJCC.org
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at  the  Jewish  Communi ty  Center

MAY 9-26, 2019
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B’nai Mitzvah

Benjamin Ethan 
Norton

Benjamin Ethan 
Norton, son of 
Kimberly and Scott 
Norton and brother 
of Alexander, will 
be called to the To-
rah as a bar mitz-
vah at 10:30 a.m., 

Saturday, March 23, at The Temple.
A seventh grader at Louisville Colle-

giate Middle School, Ben is a member of 
the school rock band and plays on the 
basketball, lacrosse and golf teams.

He attends camp at GUCI, where he 
enjoys spending a portion of his sum-
mers. He loves all things sports, espe-
cially football. Ben also enjoys playing 
piano, board games, card games and 
spending time with his friends.

Ben is participating in various activi-
ties to feed those in need. In addition, he 
volunteers his time playing board games 
at Sunrise Senior Living and has started 
a project called Ben’s Birthday Box. The 
project consists of boxes that are assem-
bled with various birthday supplies and 
donated to the JFCS food pantry.

Ben and his family invite the com-
munity to celebrate his becoming a bar 
mitzvah and the kiddush luncheon fol-
lowing the service.

Obituaries
Khana Naftaliyev

Khana Naftali-
yev, 75, died Satur-
day, Feb. 2, 2019, at 
Baptist Health Hos-
pital.

She was born 
Nov. 21, 1943, in 
Russia to the late 
Avil and Batio 
Danilovs. 

In addition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her husband, Isi 
Naftaliyev. 

Khana is survived by her sons, Ana-
toliy Naftaliyev (Izabella) and German 
Naftaliyev; her daughters, Yelena Naf-
taliyeva, Sofi a Ifraimov (Mark) and Val-
entina Naftaliyeva; seven grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild.

Graveside services were held Monday, 
Feb. 4, at Anshei Sfard Cemetery.

Myra Lois Klein
Myra Lois Klein, 

nee Chudacoff, 
88, of Louisville, 
passed away on 
Sunday, Feb. 17, 
2019.

Myra was born in 
Appleton, Wiscon-
sin, the daughter of 
the late Tillye and 

William Chudacoff. 
A loving wife, mother and grandmoth-

er/nana, she is survived by her husband 
of 65 years, Bill; son Zell Klein, daugh-
ter Sara (Howard) Wagner of Louisville; 
and grandchildren Adison Klein, Elana 
and Yael Wagner of Louisville and Ta-
lia Wagner of Atlanta, Georgia. She was 
preceded in death by her daughter-in-
law, Kim Klein. 

She was a devoted member, board 
member and offi cer of Congregation 
Keneseth Israel, and president of the 
Sisterhood. She also was a life member 
of Hadassah, serving as its treasurer for 
25 years.

Myra attended the University of Wis-

consin and graduated from National 
Teachers College in Evanston, Illinois. 
After teaching elementary school, Myra 
worked for over 40 years, side by side, 
with Bill as the owners of Klein Drugs 
until 2006.

Funeral services were held Tuesday, 
Feb. 19, at Herman Meyer & Son, Inc. 
Interment followed in Keneseth Israel 
Cemetery.

The family would like to thank all who 
helped care for Myra over the past few 
years, and the staff of Hosparus.

Friends who wish may share their 
sympathies by donating to the Keneseth 
Israel Sisterhood, the Jewish Communi-
ty Center, the Jewish Federation of Lou-
isville or a charity of your choice.

    
Rose Elaine Martin Kutchai

Rose Elaine Martin Kutchai, 89, died 
Sunday, Jan. 27, 2019, at Jeffersontown 
Rehabilitation.

Born May 30, 1929, in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, a daughter of the late 
Samuel and Rachel Martin, Rose was a 
homemaker and a member of The Tem-
ple.

In addition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her husband, Paul 
Kutchai, and her daughter, Norine Beth 
Kutchai Sokoler.

Rose is survived by her son, Richard 
Kutchai (Nicole) of Moraga, Califor-
nia; her grandchildren, Ashley Mason, 
Laura Watterson and Greg Sokoler; and 
her great-grandchildren, Adalyn Mason, 
Alex Mason, Carleigh Watterson, Cam-
eron Kutchai and Noa Sokoler.

Funeral services were private. Expres-
sions of sympathy may be made to the 

donor’s favorite 
charity.

Judith Margulis 
Judith Margulis, 

nee Hershenow, of 
Louisville, passed 
away on Saturday, 
Jan. 26, 2019.

Born Dec. 5, 
1934, the daughter 

of the late Solomon and Blanche Her-
shenow, Judy grew up in South Bend, In-
diana. She attended Central High School 
and graduated from Indiana University 
while working full-time.

She was an avid reader and crossword 
puzzle expert. With her dear friends, 
Judy enjoyed mahjong, bridge, baking 
days, and two stock market clubs.

She was also active with Adath Jeshu-
run Sisterhood, B’nai Brith Dolls for 
Democracy, National Council of Jewish 
Women and Hadassah.

A loving wife, mother and grand-
mother, she is survived by Martin, her 
husband of 62 years; a daughter, Cari 
Margulis Immerman of Shaker Heights, 
Ohio; a son, Paul (Herlene) of Louisville; 
and grandchildren, Nathan and Noa Im-
merman and Bradley and Matthew Mar-
gulis.

In addition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her sister, Lois.

The family thanks all who helped care 
for Judy during her illness, including 
Drs. Harry Renco and Jane Cornett, and 
the staff of the Episcopal Home.  For 
the past three plus years, the caregivers 
from Jewish Family and Career Services, 
including Rhonda, MaryAnn, Marion, 

and Sarah, were exceptional and have 
become part of the family.

Funeral services were held Monday, 
Jan. 28, at Herman Meyer and Sons, Inc. 
Burial followed in Adath Jeshurun Cem-
etery.

Donations may be made to Congrega-
tion Adath Jeshurun, Jewish Family and 
Career Services (JFCS), the Alzheimer’s 
Association, United Hatzalah of Israel, 
or a charity of your choice.

OPPORTUNITIES

Contact Danni Kiefner, 
Director, Volunteer Services, at 

dannikiefner@
KentuckyOneHealth.org.
to begin your volunteer 

experience today.

Volunteer
KentuckyOne Health, including 

Jewish Hospital, has many 
volunteer opportunities at its 

Louisville facilities that we are 
seeking individuals to fulfill.

No matter whether you are 
interested in transporting patients 

to their area of service, helping 
family members track their 

patients during a procedure or 
sitting at the information desk to 
assist visitors, we have a need. 

We look forward to 
hearing from you!

Our volunteer application is 
now online at 

www.KentuckyOneHealth.org
/volunteer. 

CENTERSTAGE & JAKE LATTS PRESENT

FIRST-ROUND AUDITIONS
SUNDAY, MAR. 10, 2019 | 2-7 P.M.

Call 502-238-2760 to make arrangements.

Young performers, ages 6-18, take the stage,
competing for over $2,000 in cash and prizes!

Registration Fee: $15 per person, $5 each additional act
Registration Fee after Mar. 1, 2019: $20
Live Grand Finale: Sunday, April 14, 2019

REGISTER IN ADVANCE:
WWW.CENTERSTAGEJCC.ORG/TALENT 

OR CALL 502-238-2760
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20s, 30s and 40s – desire is a hands-on 
way to get involved. People do want to 
see their impact.”

• Family strengthening and stability: 
Long a part of the JFCS mission, Frockt 
is eyeing new ways to help families in 
need that are “more expansive, more 
comprehensive, more holistic.” Those 
ways will address counseling, case man-
agement and skills building. One exam-
ple is the JFCS’ new family stregthening 
programs.

• Multigenerational approaches to ag-
ing: Aging affects, seniors and the fami-
lies who care for them, and both groups 
need assistance, Frockt said. “Louisville 
is a city that is growing older. There is 
a silver tsunami across the country, and 
we are going to be hit by that even more 
strongly here.”

• Skilled work force development: 
Louisville lacks skilled labor at every lev-

el, Frockt has been told. “That is quite a 
challenge, but it is also a great opportu-
nity for this agency. We have been in this 
work for a long time. We have the know-
how to do it; we have the track record; 
we have the relationships. Growing that 
part of our work is something that is in 
our plans.”

Not exactly a fifth point, though “inter-
woven’ into the first four, Frockt said, is 
the growing number of “new Americans” 
in Louisville, and the role they play in 
growing the city.

“The growth in population in Louis-
ville is coming from people who were 
born in other countries,” she said. “As 
the Jewish Family & Career Services, 
we were founded to help Jewish people 
from other countries become new Amer-
icans, and 111 years later that is what 
we’re continuing to do.”

Frockt said the JFCS is about help-
ing people, and greater Louisville, reach 
their “full potential.” 

“By having skilled working people, by 

helping them know where their path is, 
it fills the gaps in the community.”

Frockt doesn’t come from a traditional 
social worker background – her college 
degrees were in English and creative 
writing. She even wrote and published 
a play for young audiences, The Book of 
Ruth.

But nonprofit work is changing, she 
said, and executives are entering the 
field from all sorts of backgrounds.

“This model of social workers as lead-
ers is still a very valid model that agen-
cies like this often apply,” Frockt said, 
“but in nonprofits in general, including 
social work, there are just as many to-
day who did not come from those back-
grounds.”

Asked how her background in the the-
ater can be applied to the JFCS, Frockt 
cited team building.

“A theater is about team; it sounds a 
little bit corny, but that’s what it is. It’s 
about bringing people with discreet, di-
verse skills together in common cause to 

do something, and that’s what any com-
munity leadership role is all about.

“Producing a play is not about every-
one saying, ‘ooh look at the dress she’s 
wearing in that scene,’” she added, “it’s 
about the dress making sense for the 
character in service of the story. That’s 
how I have always thought a team 
works, how an organization works. It’s 
about bringing all those pieces together, 
all the disparate services, toward a com-
mon goal.”

A skilled fundraiser, Frockt said she 
will approach the task by building re-
lationships with supporters, connecting 
people whose goals and values mesh 
with the JFCS’.

“It’s not about money, though it may 
express itself that way, it’s about really do 
we have a match?” she said. “Is there a 
true connection here? In my experience, 
when it reaches the place of mitzvah, 
feeling meaningful, it’s not a transac-
tional exchange. It feels like something 
you’re compelled to do.”

KASSOW
continued from page 1

team to document life behind the ghetto 
walls.
According to Kassow, Ringelblum and 
his team understood that if they did 
nothing, the Jewish history of the war 
would be written by their murderers.
“The Jews saw those film crews; they 
saw the propaganda posters,” Kassow 
said. “They knew very well how the Ger-
mans would portray them.”
The Oyneg Shabes buried at least three 
caches before the ghetto was liquidat-
ed, approximately 30,000 pages in all, 
chronicling Jewish life under the harsh-
est of conditions.
At first they collected “stuff,” Kassow 
said: tickets, menus, candy wrappers, 
posters.
Then they created 80 different topics to 
research and document – women, chil-
dren, religious life, Polish-Jewish rela-
tions, to name a few.
Finally, as reports from the death camps 

seeped into the ghetto, they chronicled 
accounts of the escapees, some of which 
reached London and were reported by 
the BBC.
Only two caches were discovered after 
the war; a third, believed to be buried be-
neath the present day Chinese embassy, 
was never found.
And not all the papers in the other two 
caches – tin boxes found in 1946, milk 
cans unearthed in 1950 – survived.
“A lot of water had seeped in, a lot of 
mold,” Kassow said, “so many docu-
ments were spoiled; many photographs 
were spoiled.”
But because those boxes and cans were 
recovered, “we have the writings of 
Ringelblum, the diary of Abraham Lewin 
(another Oyneg Shabes member),” Kas-
sow said. “We have the writings of one of 
the great religious thinkers of the 20th 
century, the Piaseczner Rebbe, of whom 
many books are being written now.
“We can write about the Jews of the 
Warsaw Ghetto as individuals, as a com-
munity,” he went on. “We can write their 
intellectual history, their social history. A 

lot of scholarship has appeared.
“Had the Ringelblum archive never been 
found,” Kassow added, “those half-mil-
lion Jews of the Warsaw Ghetto would 
have been simply nameless, anonymous 
victims.”
The Oyneg Shabes wasn’t alone. Orga-
nized archives were compiled in Lodz, 
Bialystok and Vilna ghettos. Individuals 
wrote journals, including a woman in a 
Krakow death cell who wrote on toilet 
paper. Her journal has been published 
by the University of Massachusetts Press 
(Justyna’s Narrative, by Gusta Davidson 
Draenger, 1996).
Roberta Grossman, the writer and direc-
tor of Who Will Write Our History, was 
originally scheduled attend the screen-
ing, but was forced to pull out at the last 
minute. Still, she and one of the project’s 
producers, Nancy Spielberg, sister of di-
rector Stephen Spielberg, videotaped a 
greeting to the Louisville audience.
The Goldstein-Leibson Second Century 
Fund made possible Kassow’s appear-
ance.   
Angeline Golden, past chair of the festi-

val committee, opened the program by 
noting how “fortunate” the city was to 
bring this film here.
“Those of you who live in Louisville 
know that it is a very special city that has 
long promoted interfaith dialogue, toler-
ance, the arts, history, social
justice and equal rights,” she said. “It’s 
sometimes a challenge, but Louisville is 
always seeking the better way.”
Responding to a question from film fes-
tival Director Marsha Bornstein, Kassow 
described the difficulties in making the 
picture, including fundraising and writ-
ing a screenplay without first-person 
sources.
He said Grossman dramatized the film, 
using actors reading lines word for 
word for the journals saved by the ar-
chive. Among those actors were Adrien 
Brody (The Pianist) and Joan Allen (The 
Bourne Supemacy.) 
“No one is alive today who can talk first-
hand about the archive,” he said. 

APPEAL
continued from page 1

“They would have to exhibit economic 
hardship in order to demolish the build-
ing,” Will Ford, communications spe-
cialist for Develop Louisville, has said.

Anshei Sfard President Myrle Davis 

said a failure to sell the property would 
complicate the 35-member congrega-
tion’s struggle to survive.

“Our position would be dire,” Davis 
said, “but I think Anshei Sfard is always 
going to survive; we have a lot of com-
mitted people.”

Jon Fleischaker, chairman of the JCL 
Board of Directors, hopes to buy the 

property as soon as possible.
“I think this is a very good thing for the 

entire Jewish community to keep this 
property within the Jewish community,” 
he said.

The JCL wants the property to expand 
its campus as part of the construction of 
the new J, which is in the design phase.

Meanwhile, Davis said the historic 

features of the synagogue, including its 
stained glass windows, plaques, photos, 
religious items and cornerstones, would 
be preserved.

“Anshei Sfard has a lot of history,” she 
said, “and it’s not our intention to forget 
that history or dispose of it.”

SIRITSKY
continued from page 12

our patients will come to associate the 
word “Jewish” with the compassionate 
healing they get at Jewish Hospital. To 
me, our mission has become one of edu-
cation and prevention – a way to ensure 
“Never Again.”

Every week, I send to every employee 
in the Jewish Hospital family a reflec-
tion on the weekly Torah portion, along 
with some insights from rabbinic com-
mentary, adapted to a non-Jewish health 
care setting. I try to show how these in-
sights align with the Catholic tradition 
or other faiths. After all, we are more 
alike than different. 

I am profoundly moved by the re-
sponses I receive. Employees share their 
surprise that these reflections are so 
meaningful to them, given that they are 
not Jewish. They appreciate the unique 
perspectives of Jewish tradition while 

recognizing the value of religious diver-
sity.

In a world where religion is often used 
as a weapon to divide, I am proud of the 

ways KentuckyOne Health builds a cul-
ture of reverence and respect for all re-
ligions. May we continue to be a beacon 
of welcoming light to all.

(Rabbi Nadia Siritsky is vice president 
of mission at KentuckyOne Health.)

• Free Airport Shuttle Services

• Pet Friendly

• Free Passes to Baptist 
   Health/Milestone Wellness Center

• Free Wifi

• Complimentary Breakfast

• Meeting and Event Space

• One Bedroom Suites with 
   Separate Living Room Areas

• Indoor Pool

YOUR GATEWAY TO LOUISVILLE

Centrally located behind Mall St. Matthews

751 Cypress Station Drive 
Louisville, Kentucky 40207

502-899-5959



Congratulations to the employees and 
leaders of Jewish Hospital Shelbyville, 
Medical Center Jewish South and Medical 
Center Jewish Northeast for being 
recognized as a 2019 Best Places to Work 
in Kentucky by the Kentucky Chamber 
of Commerce and the Kentucky Society 
for Human Resources Management. 

We are proud of this recognition 
and proud of the quality health care 
services that we offer patients at all 
our facilities across the communities 
we serve in the Louisville Region.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
KentuckyOneHealth.org

Honored to be Named
2019 Best Places to Work
IN KENTUCKY

Jewish Hospital Shelbyville

Medical Center Jewish South

Medical Center Jewish Northeast


