
By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor 

FRANKFORT – Surrounded by dig-
nitaries, including Israel’s ambassador 
to the United States, Gov. Matt Bevin 
signed an anti-BDS  executive order on 
Thursday, November 15, making Ken-
tucky the latest state to refuse to do busi-
ness with contractors that boycott the 
Jewish state.

Bevin also called on the legislature to 
make his order “permanent” by passing 
anti-BDS legislation in the next session.

“I don’t know why we could not and 
should not get this done, and I’m confi -
dent that we will,” Bevin said at a signing 
ceremony in the rotunda of the Capitol.

State Rep. Tim Moore (R-Harden), 
who has introduced such legislation 
in the past, promised to do so again in 
2019.

BDS, which stands for Boycott Di-
vestment Sanctions, is a global effort 
to isolate Israel fi nancially, culturally, 
academically and by other means, osten-
sibly because Israel occupies the West 
Bank and controls access to Gaza. Its 
opponents say it is really a veiled effort 
to weaken and destroy the Jewish state.

BDS proponents try pressuring gov-
ernments, universities and other institu-
tions to divest their holdings in Israel, 

to prevent professionals from working 
abroad, and even to stop performers 
from including Israel on their concert 
tours.    

The new order prohibits governmen-
tal bodies from dealing with a contractor 
engaged in a boycott and requires them 
to state that they are not doing so and 
will not be for the term of the agreement. 
State agencies may also terminate exist-
ing agreements if a contractor is found 

to be part of a boycott.
The order applies only to “executive 

branch agencies” and not to the entire 
state, according to Elizabeth Kuhn, the 
governor’s communications director.

Before signing the order in front 
of more than 60 onlookers – Jews and 
Christians – Bevin produced a photo of 
himself meeting with Prime Minister 

See ANTI-BDS on page 27

By Sara Klein Wagner
and Matt Goldberg
For Community

   The horrifi c murder of 11 Jewish wor-
shipers at the Tree of Life * Or L’Simcha 
synagogue in Pittsburgh was the latest 
manifestation of the increasing level of 
hate in our society. This tragedy, com-
bined with the murder of two fellow 
Louisvillians in a Kroger parking lot 
simply because of their race, has left us 
shocked and heartbroken.
 These hate crimes are a stark reminder 

that anti-Semitism and racism are grow-
ing in America.
 But the outpouring of kindness in the 

aftermath of these two jarring events 
should be recognized and celebrated 

and is also the fi rst step towards creat-
ing real change.

These recent hate crimes are a stark 
reminder that anti-Semitism and racism 
are growing in America, but the out-
pouring of kindness in the aftermath of 
these events should be recognized and 
celebrated as the fi rst step towards cre-
ating real change.

According to the Anti-Defamation 
League, anti-Semitic incidents have 
risen 56 percent in the last year, a stag-
gering increase and objective proof that 
hate crime is getting worse.

Anti-Semitism has never really gone 
away, Jewish history teaches us. It is 
something we deal with on a regular 
basis. The hate-fi lled march in Charlot-
tesville last year illustrated what is hap-
pening in our country. Hate is increas-

ing, and extremist groups feel more 
emboldened to go public with their ugly 
messages.

Life is precious; when it is taken 
away so senselessly, everyone needs to 
respond. Our Jewish community has 
felt the embrace from many people of 
different faiths who stood side-by-side 
with us. Hundreds of individuals from 
all backgrounds attended a community 
vigil on October 28 to remember the vic-
tims of the shootings in Pittsburgh and 
Louisville, and they participated in ser-
vices a week later at our synagogues as 
part of a national “Show Up for Shab-
bat” initiative. Our compassionate city 
spoke loud and clear, repudiating hate 
and violence. 

Our Torah teaches that we should 
love the stranger, because we were 

once strangers in the land of Egypt, so 
the Jewish Community of Louisville 
(JCL) is undertaking a new campaign,  
#LoveTheStranger, which is intended 
to share hope and compassion wherever 
it is needed and wherever barriers be-
tween people need to come down.

This new campaign will create great-
er understanding, dialogue and friend-
ships between people of different back-
grounds – something that recent events 
have reminded us is of the utmost ur-
gency – through actions, activities and 
programming. 

We are asking for our community to 
take some time to do acts of loving kind-
ness and post on social media with the 
hashtag #LoveTheStranger. Consistent 

See CAMPAIGN on page 27
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Signed and sealed

#LoveTheStranger

Bevin OKs anti-boycott order, urges legislature to pass law

New JCL campaign will counter acts of hate with compassion for the stranger

By staff and releases 

J e r r y 
Abramson, the 
longest-serving 
mayor in Lou-
isville’s history, 
joined the Ken-
tucky Public 
Service Hall of 
Fame during a 
November 16 
induction cer-
emony.

The ceremony 
was hosted by University of Ken-
tucky’s Martin School of Public Poli-
cy and Administration.

“Mayor Abramson has achieved a 
truly remarkable career that spans 
four decades of public service,” Ron 
Zimmer, professor and director of 
the Martin School, said in a pre-
pared statement. “He has served at 
all levels of government – local, state 
and federal – and he is most deserv-
ing of this recognition for his many 
contributions to the betterment of 
his community and our state.”

 Abramson served 21 years as Lou-
is 

See ABRAMSON on page 27

Public Service
Hall of Fame
inducts
Abramson

Kentucky Gov. Matt Bevin signs the anti-BDS executive order on November 15 in the Capitol rotunda at Frankfort. 
(Photo by Samuel Martin)     

Shootings tear community, stories pp. 11-13

   Jerry Abramson



2  Community Y NOVEMBER 23, 2018 Y 15 KISLEV 5779 

It was the holy day of Shabbat – Satur-
day morning, October 27. A man entered 
a synagogue in Pittsburgh and murdered 
11 people. Eight men and three women 
were mercilessly killed – because they 
were Jews.
The immediate question is, “Where was 
G-d”?
I can’t explain why this tragedy oc-
curred. But I do know where G-d was on 
that day. I am certain of this one simple 
truth: G-d was in the synagogue along 
with those 11 martyrs. G-d was with the 
policeman as he bled on that synagogue 
fl oor. And G-d is with the mourners as 
they deal with the pain and anguish.   
Looking through the Bible, one can eas-
ily fi nd many instances of our greatest 
leaders questioning where G-d was dur-
ing times of tragedy. Abraham and Mo-
ses, Job and David – they all confronted 
G-d and begged to know where G-d was, 
and why G-d allowed evil to exist?  
Equally apparent throughout scripture 
is the response that we are not privy to 
understanding the divine reasons that 
govern the goings on in this world. In the 
words of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, 
“We see the world as one who views a 
beautiful tapestry, but only from the ob-
verse or reverse side.”   We see things 
that seem out of order, and we can’t un-
derstand why these occurrences are al-
lowed to happen.
Yet, at that same moment when we 
grapple in darkness, G-d stands with us, 
holding us, carrying us, feeling our pain 
and crying with us. G-d is never so close 
as when we call out to G-d in times of 
darkness and lean on G-d for comfort 
and courage.
The Lubavitcher Rebbe explained after 

the passing of his wife that “those who 
are still living must take these occurrenc-
es to heart and use them as a catalyst for 
goodness and growth.” We are not the 
victims of fate. We are the authors of 
destiny.  Although we can’t necessarily 
control our circumstances, we can abso-
lutely control our responses to them.  
Eleven lives were snuffed out; I suggest 
many times 11 acts of light in their mem-
ories. Those three women will not be 
able to light Shabbat candles; how about 
300 women lighting Shabbat candles on 
their behalf. Eight men will not be able 
to put on Tefi llen; maybe 800 men can 
put on Tefi llen in their place. Imagine all 
the smiles those martyrs will never share 
again, but we can share smiles for them 
and brighten the world with that good-
ness.  
Eleven visits to a nursing home over the 
next year, 11 stories read to a child, 11 
extra visits to a synagogue over the next 
year. Imagine if you and I, and who-
ever else happens to read these words, 
can make a profound difference in the 
world in their honor and in their sacred 
memory.  
As we approach Chanukah – the Festival 
of Light – would it not be right to light 
up the entire world with the sacred lights 
of this special holiday? You may choose 
to attend the “Unite for Light” program 
on December 2 at Fourth Street Live or 
attend a synagogue event or service, or 
simply light the Chanukah menorah in 
your home; but your act will bring light 
into the world and each bit of this light 
chases away the darkness which often 
seeks to overcome goodness. 
May we know of no more pain or suffer-
ing and may we soon witness the com-
ing of the moshiach, when all weapons 
will be beaten into plowshares and the 
era of peace and goodness will descend 
upon the world so all peoples, living in 
brotherhood and the knowledge of G-d, 
will cover the world like water covers the 
ocean beds. 

(Rabbi Avrohom Litvin is regional direc-
tor of Chabad on Kentucky.)

THE DASHBOARD

D’var Torah Snapshots
Pittsburgh aftermath: Where is G-d?

Candles
Here are the candle lighting times for Shabbat in December:
•   December   7    @ 5:04  •   December   21  @ 5:08
•   December   14  @ 5:05  •   December   28  @ 5:12

Contacts

Deadlines
Deadlines matter, especially for 

newspapers. Got a news item for Com-
munity? Send it in by Wednesday, De-
cember 12 (though sooner is better). 
The paper should be in your mailbox 
by Friday, December 21.

Submitting an item for Communi-
ty’s weekly eblast? Please submit it by 
Monday. The eblast is sent out every 
Wednesday afternoon.

Corrections
Have a correction? Send it to lchottiner@jewishlouisville.org. 

More than 75 vendors fi lled the foyer, gallery auditorium and upper gymnasium of The J for this year’s Snowfl ake 
Shoppe. Hundreds of shoppers broused holiday items such as home decor, jewelry, candles, toys and fudge in an annual 
happening that supports the Jewish Federation of Louisville. (Community photos by Jessica Budnick) 

Rabbi 
Avrohom Litvin

Got a story idea? A letter? A gripe? 
A kudo?

Send it along to Community Editor 
Lee Chottiner at lchottiner@jew-
ishlouisville.org. You can also call 
Lee at 502-238-2783.

Not getting your paper? Want to 
subscribe? Putting your subscrip-
tion on hold? Development Associate 

Kristy Benefi eld can handle all circula-
tion questions. She can be reached at 
kbenefi eld@jewishlouisville.org or 
502-238-2770.

Got an item for the Community 
eblast? Send it to weeklyupdate@
jewishlouisivlle.org.
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WHAT 
INSPIRES

“THIS ORGANIZATION. IT IS THE 
HOME FOR ALL THE JEWISH PEOPLE 

IN LOUISVILLE. THERE’S A PLACE 
FOR EVERYONE HERE AND THERE’S 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE.”

- FAINA & ARIEL KRONENBERG
CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIRS

DONATE NOW

WWW.JEWISHLOUISVILLE.ORG

Whether it is feeding the hungry, comforting the sick, caring for the 
elderly, educating youth, ensuring a Jewish future, speaking out for 
what’s right, bridging cultural divides, or supporting Israel – whatever 
inspires you, it’s happening here! We aspire to leave no community 
member behind in Louisville, Israel, and 70 countries around the globe. 

We can’t do it without you. Join us.

WHATEVER INSPIRES YOU, IT’S HAPPENING HERE.

CAMPAIGN FOR 
JEWISH NEEDSOF LOUISVILLE

Jewish Federation

DONATE NOW

WWW.JEWISHLOUISVILLE.ORG

WHAT  
INSPIRES

“YOUR GENEROSITY! WE HAVE BEEN 
SUCCESSFUL IN MEETING COMMUNITY 
NEEDS, BUT THERE IS SO MUCH MORE 

WE CAN AND MUST DO....WE ARE HERE    
  TO TAKE CARE OF ONE ANOTHER.”

                                - DAVID F. ADLER
                                  CAMPAIGN CHAIR
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youth, ensuring a Jewish future, speaking out for what’s right, bridging cultural divides, 
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community member behind in Louisville, Israel, and 70 countries around the globe.  
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community member behind in Louisville, Israel, and 70 countries around the globe.  
We can’t do it without you. Join us.

WHATEVER INSPIRES YOU, IT’S HAPPENING HERE.

“NOW, MORE THAN EVER, WE MUST 
COME TOGETHER AS A JEWISH  

COMMUNITY AND ENSURE THAT  
WE CREATE A WELCOMING  

PLACE FOR ALL.”

- FAINA & ARIEL KRONENBERG
CAMPAIGN CHAIRS

CAMPAIGN for
JEWISH NEEDS 2019

ENABLING US TO...

Care for One Another

We feed the hungry, comfort the sick, aid the 
elderly and support those in need – in Louisville 

and around the world. We advocate for the 
vulnerable and, with Jewish values as our 

guide, support the less fortunate in our own 
community.

Prepare for the Future

We ensure the long-term health and vibrancy 
of our diverse Jewish community. We develop 

the next generation of Jewish leaders 
through mentoring, teaching, and hands-on 

experiences, ensuring a vibrant Jewish future 
for our children and grandchildren. We support 
meaningful Jewish educational opportunities 

for all ages.

Repair Our World

We invest in and advocate for programs and 
services that address systemic issues and 

provide a strong safety net during times of 
personal crises. Through our collaborative 

and warm relationships with various groups in 
Louisville, we unite to care for our community.

Share Our Perspectives

We monitor and confront anti-Semitism 
in whatever form it takes. We provide the 

education and tools needed to stand up and 
speak out on behalf of Israel and the Jewish 
people. We deepen personal connections to 

Israel through partnerships and programs that 
celebrate our Jewish homeland.

OF LOUISVILLE
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By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor

Hans Bensinger.
Ann Dorzback.
Dan Streit.
Herta Beskin.
Ernie Marx.
They all had a story to tell about 

Kristallnacht, the night of Novem-
ber 9-10, 1938, when Nazis and their 
sympathizers, in a planned rampage 
through Jewish quarters in Germany 
and Austria, looted and burned syna-
gogues, homes and shops, murdered 
scores and sent thousands more to de-
tention at Dachau concentration camp.

But they told their stories through the 
eyes of children at the annual Karistall-
nacht  commemoration on November 8 
at Adath Jeshurun.

Dorzback was 17 at the time, Bens-
inger, 10; Beskin, 11; Marx, who is now 
deceased and whose story was recount-
ed by two teenage girls, was 13.

The fi fth storyteller, Streit, would not 
be born until one year after Kristall-
nacht, but his very life depended on 
what happened that night.

His father hid in a Hamburg cemetery 
behind a headstone the night of the 
violence, Streit said, tipped off that the 
Nazis were coming for him.

“Had my father not been tipped 
off,” the burly, bearded Streit told the 
crowded sanctuary, “I would not be here 
today speaking to y’all.”

Though the program commemorated 
the night in 1938 that arguably marked 

the start of the Holocaust, it could not 
be separated from the shootings at Tree 
of Life * Or L’Simcha synagogue in 
Pittsburgh two weeks earlier.

But Rabbi Joe Rooks Rapport of The 
Temple noted a critical difference:

“Imagine how different Kristallnacht 
might be remembered if the very next 
Sabbath, Jews could have gathered in 
their synagogues across the land sur-
rounded by friends and neighbors of 
all faiths, clergy and lay people alike,” 
Rapport said, “standing together against 

such acts of hate and making a stand 
for the rights of all people to practice 
their faith in freedom and safety  from 
harassment or attack.”

During the one-hour program, Dorz-
back, now 97, recalled how her parents 
tried to calm her and her sister, who 
were away at school during Kristall-
nacht, by telling them they were away 
from home, vacationing in the Black 
Forest.

When the girls returned home, they 
got the truth. Their father also an-

nounced that the family would leave 
Germany.

“A country that has no respect for a 
house of God has no respect for a hu-
man life,” his grandson, Bob Dorzback 
said, recounted his grandfather’s words.

Bensinger and his daughter, Karin Ap-
plebaum, described what Bensinger had 
seen that night. (He recalled Gestapo 
agents arresting his father, and sending 
him to Dachau.)

Carol Klein, daughter of Beskin, de-
scribed how a great-uncle in Cleveland 
managed to bring her mother and par-
ents from Germany after Kristallnacht.

Avery Ramsey and Sarah Kwasny, 
eighth graders at St. Francis of As-
sisi Catholic School, told Marx’s story, 
describing how Gestapo agents arrested 
his father, then forced him him to 
choose one of his children to come with 
him. He choose Marx.

Cantor David Lipp sang Muss I Denn, 
a German folk song, and You Want it 
Darker, a song from Leonard Cohen’s 
fi nal album. Cantor Sharon Hordes 
chanted El Maleh Rachamim.

St. Francis of Assisi teacher Fred 
Whittaker, and Rabbis Stanley Miles, 
Beth Jacowitz Chottiner Michael Wolk 
and Robert Slosberg also participated in 
the program.

Echoing Rapport’s comments, Miles 
said of the people who gathered in 
synagogues following the Pittsburgh 
shootings to show their support, “No, 
my friends, this is not the same world 
[as Nazi Germany]. Thank God!”

NEWS

Night of violence recalled at commemoration weeks after Pittsburgh shootings

Ann Dorzback describes what she remembers about Kristallnacht as her son, Bob, listens to the telling. (Community 
photo by Tara Cocco) 

Children of Kristallnacht
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Change someone’s life for the better, 
including your own. 
Become a volunteer.

Hosparus Health is looking 

for compassionate community 

members to support our 

patients and families. 

Volunteer opportunities include:

• Companionship for patients

• Respite for caregivers

• Veteran recognition

• Yard work, household cleaning or errands

• Hair care or Massage therapy (must be a licensed 
professional)

• Making quilts or knitted/crocheted blankets

If you are interested in volunteering, please submit a volunteer 

application at www.HosparusHealth.org/Volunteer or contact 

Sky Yeasayer at 502-719-4155.
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By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor

All fi ve Louisville synagogues have 
banded together in an effort to map out 
a sustainable future for congregation 
life in the Derby City.

Supported by a grant from the Jew-
ish Heritage Fund for Excellence, the 
Louisville Council of Jewish Congrega-
tions (LCJC) has hired a consultant to 
study their strengths and weaknesses, 
sit down with stakeholders and prepare 
a report recommending ways to move 
forward.

Rosov Consulting, which has offi ces 
in Berkeley, California, and Jerusalem, 
is expected to complete its study by 
early summer.

LCJC Chair Matt Schwartz said the 
study will go beyond the often-asked 
questions of consolidation or maintain-
ing fi ve synagogues with aging member-
ships.

“It isn’t just about facilities,” said 
Schwartz, who also is president of The 
Temple. “It’s about how to keep people 
engaged in synagogue life.”

The stated objective of the LCJC 
project is to “set Louisville on a course 

today that ensures a vibrant synagogue 
life now and for decades into the fu-
ture.”

To achieve that objective, it has iden-
tifi ed four goals:

• Help each synagogue, as need-
ed, with strategic thinking and action 
planning;

• Cull best practices from within 

Louisville and beyond;
• Find opportunities for collabo-

ration, fi nancial and otherwise;
• Think “big picture,” for what 

should be done to sustain synagogues.
JHFE will act as a strategic advisor 

for the project.
Work on the study has already begun, 

Schwartz said. Rosov representatives 
are interviewing synagogue leaders now 
and are expected to visit Louisville this 
month.

He said the leaders will be open to all 
options.

“Our our goal is not inherently to 
combine buildings,” Schwartz said. 
“Our goal is to sustain Jewish life in 
Louisville, which starts with the syna-
gogues.”

Rosov’s services, according to its 
website, include evaluation, applied 
research, strategy development, phil-
anthropic initiatives and “systems 
coaching” – guiding leaders through the 
challenges of  transition, communica-
tion, confl icts and achieving healthy 
work cultures.

Louisville synagogues face many of 
the same challenges as congregations 
across the country: aging memberships, 

declining interest in organized religion 
and the high cost of facility mainte-
nance, to name a few.

Rosov Director Pearl Mattenson 
said her team is already doing virtual 
interviews with stakeholders, which will 
include more than just synagogue lead-
ers, and she expects to have two on-site 
visits to Louisville completed by mid-
December.

She is impressed by the community’s 
buy-in to the project.

“We fi nd it incredibly encouraging 
that fi ve synagogues have come to-
gether in this way and perhaps it is even 
unusual,” Mattenson said. “That bodes 
well for a community-focused solution 
that serves everybody.”

During his recent visit to Louisville, 
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the 
Union for Reform Judaism, addressed 
many of the issues facing synagogues 
here (see story, page 9).     

LCJC chose Rosov from a list of 25 
fi rms, which it gradually narrowed 
down to four.

In addition to paying for the consul-
tant, JHFE also awarded each congrega-
tion a no-strings $50,000 grant to use as 
they see fi t.

NEWS
LCJC retains consultant to study synagogue ‘sustainability’ in Louisville

Rosov Consulting will work with local synagogues to 
prepare for the future. (photo provided)
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Margie and Bob Kohn
Steve and Andrea Koven
The Kronenberg Family
David and Phyllis Leibson
Jennifer Leibson
S. Ross Lerner
Glenn and Marci Levine
Loius Levy and Wilma Probst Levy
Rabbi Laura Metzger and Cantor

David A. Lipp
Rabbi Avrohom and Golda Litvin
Rabbi Chaim and Fraidy Litvin
Rabbi Shmully and Duby Litvin
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Litvin
Judith and Martin Margulis
Mr. and Mrs.  Adam Mather
Janet and Sonny Meyer
Rabbi Stanley and Sheilah 

Abramson Miles
Ian Mutchnick
Stephanie Mutchnick
The Nibur Family
Paula and Keiron O’Connell
Charles and Sarah O’Koon
Houston M. Oppenheimer
Peter Pearlman
Aaron and Jana Pedowitz
Suzanne Post
Lenae Price
Betsy and Mark Prussian

Barry Kornstein and Nancy Renick
Lisa and Peter Resnik
Howard B. Rice
Stuart H. and Nancy W. Robenson
Rona Roberts 
Richard Roberts 
Josh Roberts 
Murray J. Rose
Marcy and Elliott Rosengarten
Adrian W. Rosenthal
Caroline B. Rosenthal
Marylee and Armand Rothschild
Renee and John Rothschild
Martin and Michele Ruby
Susan Rudy
Michael and Beth Salamon
Carol Savkovich
Cantor Sharon Hordes and George

Schuhmann
Matt and Cindy Schwartz
Drs. Edwin S. and Marcia T. Segal
Geraldine Shaffer
Phyllis and Michael Shaikun
Ann Shapira 
Shane O’Koon Shaps and Howard 

Shaps
Keith and Karen Sherman
Erwin Sherman
Terrie Sherman
Stephanie Reese and Mark Silver  
Robin Silverman
Joan Simunic
Larry and Adele Singer
Julie Namkin and Greg Singlust
Deborah K. Slosberg
Rabbi Robert Slosberg

Larry & Melinda M. Snyder
Carole M. Snyder
Robin and Stephen Stratton
Rebecca Ruby Swansburg
Leni Z. Sweet
Stephan and Helen Sweitzer
Linda Shapiro and Robert Taylor
Judy Freundlich Tiell
Robert Tiell
Jeffrey and Jennifer Tuvlin
Al Ungar
Howard and Sara Wagner
Karen and Jay Waldman
David Wallace
Shiela Steinman Wallace
David Weinberg
Scott and Hunter Weinberg
Beverly  Weinberg
Barth A. Weinberg
Edward and Elaine Weinberg
Frank and Barbara Weisberg
Jeff and Karen Weiss
Leonard Wexler
Carol and Jacob Wishnia
Amy T.  Wisotsky
Rabbi Michael and Heidi Wolk
Sara Yamin
Dr. Marvin and Renee Yussman
Yonaton Yussman
Lisa Yussman
Arnold J. Zegart
Carol L. Zegart
Dr. Kenneth and Shelly Zegart

THANK YOU!
This season of thanks, make a commitment that will be a reminder of who you are and what is important to you. These community 
members* have already made a legacy commitment to Jewish Louisville. We thank them for their generosity.  Won’t you join them?

“If you are really thankful, what do you do? You share.” 
~ W. Clement Stone

z”l

z”l

z”lz”l

z”l

For more information on how you can leave a legacy gift, please contact Jennifer Tuvlin at 502-238-2735 or jtuvlin@jewishlouisville.org.
*As of November 8, 2018
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Human 
Resources

Lee Chottiner

On October 27, the front line in the 
struggle to save and perpetuate Judaism 
ran through Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

I know a little something about that 
front line. Born in Pittsburgh, raised in 
her suburbs, an adult living on the North 
Side and East End of the city, I am – with 
apologies to my new hometown, Louis-
ville – a Pittsburgher until I die.

As the editor of The Jewish Chronicle, 
Pittsburgh’s Jewish newspaper, for 13 
years, ground zero for my coverage was 
Squirrel Hill, the neighborhood where 
Tree of Life*Or L’Simcha synagogue, the 
scene of those deadly shootings by an 
anti-Semitic gunman, is located.

Squirrel Hill is an upscale, multi-eth-
nic neighborhood. Bistros, cafes and 
trendy stores line Murray and Forbes 
avenues. Schenley Park, with its wide, 
shady lanes ties the universities to pre-
war homes, attracting cyclists and run-
ners and picnickers.

It is simply a beautiful place to live and 
be.

But everywhere are reminders that 
Squirrel Hill was, and is, the heart of 
Pittsburgh Jewish life. Bearded men in 
kippot and fedoras walk briskly to their 
next appointments. Women push stroll-
ers heavy with kids. Fliers for this Jewish 
event or that are taped to street lamps 
and shop windows.

And there are the synagogues.
Like everywhere, synagogue life is in 

jeopardy as Jews increasingly reject or-
ganized religion. Still, it is impossible 
to walk a couple blocks in Squirrel Hill 
without seeing a shul. They’re in old 
houses, stately temples with stained 
glass windows or buildings, like Tree 
of Life*Or L’Simcha, constructed along 
modern architectural lines.

One congregation, according to urban 
legend, started life in a mansion whose 
previous owner’s wish was that a Jew 
never own it. That was the benign anti-
Semitism we were used to until October 
27’s brand left us all scarred.

I know Tree of Life*Or L’Simcha very 
well. My great-uncle, Herman Hailperin, 
a giant in the Conservative movement of 
his day, was the rabbi there for 45 years, 
when it was just Tree of Life. I reported 
on a succession of rabbis. I covered the 
merger with Or L’Simcha, a newer con-
gregation that had no building. My wife, 
then just a student rabbi, was asked 
more than once to read Torah on Shab-
bat at its bima.  

And today it is on the Jewish front line. 
So is every synagogue in Pittsburgh, Lou-
isville, North America, the whole world.

The 11 people who died Saturday lost 
their lives because they chose to express 
their Judaism in their house of worship. 
Had they rejected synagogue life, as so 
many others have, they would probably 
be alive today.

But they wouldn’t really be living. Part 
of what made them Jews, what gave 
their lives meaning, was what went on 
within those walls.

During his recent visit to Louisville, 
Jewish scholar Avraham Infeld, in his 

talks about the preservation of Jewish 
culture, made the case for strong Jew-
ish community centers, but not at the 
expense of the synagogues. He said Jews 
are a people with a “God-centered cul-
ture,” and he took his fellow Israelis 
to task for rejecting the synagogue in 
droves. 

If you go to a synagogue, if you sup-
port a synagogue – if you are on the front 
line – part of you is crying not only for 
the loss of life but for the assault on the 
idea of synagogue itself — literally, as a 
sanctuary. You may not have given voice 
to it, but I bet you feel it.

Synagogues are not profi t makers. Far 
from high-tech startups, brewpubs or 
espresso bars, they’re a tough sell to mil-
lennials and Gen Z’ers.

But they are where Judaism happens 
every day. And they are threatened, 
mostly by the choices of Jews.  

For those who have decided to express 
their Judaism in a way that does not in-
clude synagogue affi liation, OK, that’s 
your choice. Now is the time, though, to 
ask yourselves how you will express your 
Jewishness – now, after the worst, and 
probably fi rst, murder of American Jews 
in their own house of worship.

I don’t mean to demean Jews who have 
chosen to walk away from their faith or 
simply not to affi liate. I don’t know their 
experiences; I can’t walk in their shoes.

But as a Jew who is on the front line, 
like thousands of others, struggling to 
preserve a critical component of Jewish 
existence, I can say this: We need you. 
More than ever, we need you.

(Lee Chottiner is editor of the Jewish 
Louisville Community.)
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By Rabbi Doug Kahn
Guest Columnist

Dozens of interfaith vigils were held 
around the country to mourn the 11 
Jews murdered at Shabbat services in 
Pittsburgh and to proclaim “no more 
hate.”

They were organized on short notice 
with synagogues, Jewish Community 
Relations Councils (JCRCs), federations, 
JCCs, JFCS’s, Hillels and other Jewish in-
stitutions cooperating around the clock 
in response to the Saturday morning 
massacre that sent shock waves through 
the country. At many venues, the crowds 
overflowed into the streets. 

Well over 100,000 people came togeth-
er from coast to coast. One of the most 
visible and powerful components of the 
vigils – the tremendous response of non-
Jewish leaders – was largely connected 
to one of the least visible activities in the 
Jewish community: JCRCs’ daily work 
building relationships.

Indeed, a common ingredient from 
the vigils were the heartening pictures 
of top Catholic, Muslim, Buddhist, Prot-
estant, Hindu, African-American, Latino 
and Asian leaders standing side by side 
with public officials and Jewish com-
munity leaders to signal wall-to-wall 
condemnation of anti-Semitism in the 
strongest terms and to join with us in 
our hour of need – with powerful words 
and prayers of solidarity and solace. And 
they brought their community members 
with them.

It is hard to describe what this out-
pouring has meant to us as Jews. We are 

vigilant about our security because of 
our history. Yet we were never prepared 
emotionally for such a day to arrive in 
our country, as tragically it did, on Shab-
bat morning at Tree of Life*Or L’Simcha. 
Vulnerable and violated as a community, 
we were immediately embraced and sur-
rounded with love and friendship.

Where did they all come from – the 
countless public officials, religious and 
ethnic leaders and members of so many 
different faith and ethnic communi-
ties who participated in the vigils and 
stood with us in an unforgettable dem-
onstration of love, solidarity and shared 
mourning in the aftermath of the slaugh-
ter?

Some had relationships with local 
rabbis. Others just came on their own, 
wanting to show up, to stand up, to say 
“enough.” But for many non-Jewish 
community leaders who dropped every-
thing to mourn with us, the magnet was 
years of relationship building. 

One Jewish community organization, 
the JCRC, focuses on that relationship-
building day in and day out across the 
country. Working with other Jewish or-
ganizations, JCRCs proactively reach 
out to key Catholic, Protestant, Muslim, 
Buddhist, Hindu, LGBTQ, Labor, Afri-
can-American, Latino and Asian leaders, 
and public officials, to build long-lasting 
relationships focused around common 
concerns.

These vigils required a village, so be-
cause many in our community do not 
quite get what JCRCs do, it is worth con-
necting the dots.

Over the years there has been support 

in the Jewish community for this bread-
and-butter work, but also many ques-
tions: Where is the tangible impact from 
this work? Do these communities stand 
up for the Jews as we do for them?

It should not take a tragedy to answer 
these questions. At the same time, that 
visual of key leaders from many different 
communities crowded on bimas across 
the land should be permanently etched 
in our minds. To everyone who attended 
a vigil, please recognize that the work 
of relationship building is more impor-
tant than ever. It is part of what makes 
our community secure. It means we 
show stand up when other communities 
need us, and our non-Jewish friends will 

know when their presence and voices 
will make a difference.

It is also a plea for more Jewish com-
munity leaders to respond to calls to join 
in key coalitional tables where the rela-
tionships are forged.

Hillel said, “If I am not for myself, who 
will be for me? If I am only for myself, 
what am I? And if not now, when?”

It is almost as if Hillel was writing the 
mission statement for JCRCs – and our 
community.

(Rabbi Doug Kahn is the executive di-
rector emeritus of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council in San Francisco and 
founder of Broad Tent Consulting.)

I just wanted to express my deepest 
shock and sorrow over the mass killings 
at Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh.

The shooter’s last public reference as 
relates to his motive was to Hebrew Im-
migrant Aid Society’s (HIAS) involve-
ment in refugee resettlement. Although 
HIAS now resettles a modest number 
of refugees in the U.S., befitting its long 
and noble history, the organization has 
taken a courageous lead role in advo-
cating for the humanitarian support of 
refugees and condemning the Trump 
administration’s callous restrictions on 
refugee resettlement, not to mention its 
wholesale demonization of immigrants. 

The brutal massacre of 11 innocent 
congregants in Squirrel Hill is a horrible 
loss of life, and horrible lesson on the 
perils of stoking racialist resentments. 
Direct causality need not be demonstrat-
ed.

It is of course true that any individual 
who commits a murder based on racial 
or religious hatred is an outlier in terms 
of outlook and psychology. But when 
political leaders and the supporters of a 
mainstream political party persistently 
problematize the presence of racial or 
religious minorities, it gives implicit 
license for warped, damaged individu-
als to attempt to solve these perceived 
problems according to their own malign 
tendencies, sometimes with resort to 
violence. 

There can be no solace after this tragic 
incident for the long-established Jewish 
community in Pittsburgh or among Jew-
ish-Americans broadly. But I can only 
hope the killings in Pittsburgh and the 
other incidents of politically motivated 
violence that occurred in our country 

last week will illustrate the lasting harm 
of mainstreaming hatred as part of our 
civic dialogue. 

Most of all, during this difficult time, 
I just wanted to reach out to Louisville’s 
Jewish community in sympathy and soli-
darity.

    
John A. Koehlinger
Louisville 

(The author is executive director of 
Kentucky Refugee Ministries. He sent this 
letter shortly after the shootings in Pitts-
burgh.)

FORUM

LETTER

Where did all the non-Jewish Leaders come from at our Vigils?

HIAS’ work lauded
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By Shalom Lipner
Guest Columnist

WASHINGTON – The outpouring of 
grief over last month’s massacre at Pitts-
burgh’s Tree of Life*Or L’Simcha syna-
gogue has sparked a degree of counter-
intuitive hope. Just maybe, the eternal 
optimists among us believe, this will 
prove to be the watershed event that 
sends all the craven anti-Semites crawl-
ing back into their caves for good.

I doubt it.
The shooter, Robert Bowers, is now a 

household name around the world. May-
be that’s what he wanted. But Bowers is 
not the first lowlife to murder an obser-
vant Jew in Squirrel Hill. That dubious 
distinction belongs to Steven Tielsch.

On a Thursday night in April 1986, 
when Bowers was still a teenager, Tiel-
sch murdered my childhood friend and 
neighbor Neal Rosenblum. Nuttie, as 
everyone knew him, was three years my 
senior. Growing up together in Toronto, 
we used to play hockey on the street out-
side his house. His mother was my kin-
dergarten teacher.

Nuttie married a girl from Pittsburgh 
and had just arrived in town to spend 
Passover with her family. Walking home 
that evening from a different synagogue 

in the neighborhood – and cutting the 
recognizable figure of an Orthodox Jew 
– he was hailed by two men, Tielsch and 
Kevin Ohm, in a black Corvette looking 
for directions. When Nuttie approached 
the vehicle to render assistance, Tielsch 
took out a .40-caliber pistol and shot 
him in cold blood. Neal was 25.

Sixteen years and four trials later, Tiel-
sch was finally convicted of third-degree 
murder and sentenced to 10 to 20 years 
in prison. (Federal records show that he 
was released last year. Ohm apparently 
was killed in 1991 in a traffic accident 
in a car driven by Tielsch.) His prolific 
rap sheet includes drug trafficking, tax 
evasion and homicide. Bowers follows 
in the footsteps of an equally bad seed.

Racists like Tielsch and Bowers are 
motivated by pure hatred. In the case 
of Tielsch, who bragged in 1991 that he 
“wacked some Jew f**k,” the district at-
torney declared plain and simple that 
“Rosenblum died because of his reli-
gion.”

It would be a mistake to think that 
Bowers and his ilk are motivated by any 
kind of rational impulse. Their antipathy 
blinds them. How else to explain why 
Bowers, who claims to despise President 
Trump, would target American Jews, 75 
percent of whom actually oppose Trump 

and his policies?
Robert Wistrich, the late historian, re-

ferred to anti-Semitism as “the longest 
hatred.” Misfits have always taken ref-
uge in its shadows. To them, it’s always 
the fault of the Jews: liberal and con-
servative, communist and capitalist, as-
similated and apart – all simultaneously. 
It seems that there’s always a “made-to-
order” Jew whom anti-Semites can hold 
responsible for their own personal fail-
ings.

The scourge of Jew-baiting exists in-
dependently of politics. But their inter-
face becomes toxic when leaders dem-
onstrate tolerance – or worse, sympathy 
– for anti-Semitic tropes and violence. 
Trump’s dismal response to the August 
2017 “Unite the Right” rally in Charlot-
tesville, where protesters chanted “Jews 
will not replace us,” is a case in point; 
celebrating “very fine people on both 
sides” empowers fanaticism. Politicians 
who would continue to embrace Louis 
Farrakhan after his recent comparison 
of Jews to termites are no less culpable.

The hearts of all civilized people go 
out to the Squirrel Hill victims and their 
families. The attack opened a gaping 
hole in the fabric of America’s most trea-
sured values, and it will not easily mend. 
This needs to be an urgent time of in-

trospection and healing. Americans on 
both sides of the political debate must 
stop pointing fingers at each other and 
join hands to defend the core freedoms 
of all their fellow citizens. Anti-Semitism 
must be combated resolutely, whether it 
emanates from the right or the left. En-
hanced law enforcement will be impera-
tive in order to ensure that criminals are 
prosecuted, and law-abiding citizens are 
protected.

Too many historical precedents have 
taught us that anti-Semitism will likely 
persist as a feature of our society. Sadly, I 
don’t expect the tragedy in Pittsburgh to 
change that. But that doesn’t mean good 
people can’t put up a fight. If they don’t, 
the integrity and future of the Republic 
are as good as doomed, and the memo-
ries of Nuttie and the 11 souls taken at 
Tree of Life*Or L’Simcha will be defiled.

(Shalom Lipner [@ShalomLipner] is 
nonresident senior fellow of the Center for 
Middle East Policy at the Brookings In-
stitution. From 1990 to 2016, he served 
seven consecutive premiers at the Prime 
Minister’s Office in Jerusalem.)
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NEWS

By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor

(Editor’s note: This is the second part 
of a wide-ranging interview with Rabbi 
Rick Jacobs, president of the Union for 
Reform Judaism. In this story, Jacobs 
addresses the future of the American 
synagogue and 2020 Vision, the Reform 
movement’s blueprint for growth and 
change.)       

Organized Judaism may be experi-
encing a concerning decline in affi lia-
tion, but Rabbi Rick Jacobs isn’t overly 
concerned.

As the president of the URJ, the 
synagogue organization for the North 
American Reform movement, Jacobs 
is mindful that the Jewish people have 
been here before.

“In the year 70 of the Common Era, 
by all historical predictions, we should 
have disappeared,” He told Community 
in an exclusive interview. “We reinvent-
ed Jewish life. The rabbinic Judaism 
we know … was a radical reinvention 
of Jewish life. That has happened, not 
once, not twice, it has happened peri-
odically throughout our history. We are 
at, I believe, such a moment today.”

That doesn’t mean Judaism should 
not plan for the future. In fact, Jacobs, 
who leads the world’s largest Jewish 
denomination, is doing just that.

He has traveled the country touting 
2020 Vision,  the Reform movement’s 
plan to reinvent the synagogue – in-
deed, Judaism – in the 21st century.

The four pillars of 2020 Vision are:
• Strengthen and reinvent congrega-

tions – a continuation of what’s been 
done throughout Jewish history;

• Reinvent learning – a reexamina-
tion of the service model, how Jews 
care for one another, learning in a 
structured environment and sharing 
what works with other congregations.

“They can learn from the congrega-
tion in Portland, Oregon, that may have 
something that a temple in Louisville 
can say that’s exactly the kind of thing 
we might use,” Jacobs said.

• Social Justice – not a substitute for 
religion, social action has become a 
primary way people express religion.

“In 2013, the Pew Study said when 
asked what’s the most important ex-
pression of religion, people didn’t say 
fasting on Yom Kippur lighting Shab-
bat candles,” Jacobs said. “It was ethics, 
equality and social justice – values.

“I’m not going to say for anyone that 
ritual doesn’t matter,” he continued, 
“but the majority of Jews, many of 
whom are not connected, would still 
identify Judaism as an ethical, moral 
tradition. We know that that’s a huge 
portal through which people can enter 
and express Jewish commitment, and 
we want to expand it.”

• Audacious hospitality – Interfaith 
families are now the majority of the 
movement, Jacobs said. Jews of color 
compose 10 to 20 percent of the mem-
bers.

“Audacious hospitality says, ‘you 
know what? We’re not going to be just 
nice and let them in. We’re going to 
say we can’t be who were meant to be 
without them.”

These pillars are not cosmetic chang-
es, Jacobs said.

“This is a moment to say, what is it 
that is at the core of Jewish community 
and how are our institutions succeed-
ing to make that the part that will be 

preserved.”
The synagogue that generations 

of American Jews have known must 
change to meet the needs of Jews of 
today, he said. 

“Is the idea that the synagogue has 
to be a [place] where you pay dues in a 

kind of more formal way? Is that what 
defi nes a synagogue?” Jacobs asked 
rhetorically. “Is that what defi nes Juda-
ism? We didn’t have dues in synagogues 
a couple hundred years ago. We didn’t 
actually have religious schools, certain-
ly not in a supplementary way where 
kids were dropped off; that’s not what 
synagogues did.”

To say Jews of today will become just 
like previous generations as they get 
older is to misrepresent who they are 
how they think, Jacobs said. 

“Young adults are not simply younger 
than their parents and grandparents,” 
Jacobs said. “They are different; we 
know that.... Sociologists tell us it’s not 
just a function of their age, they are dif-
ferent, so do we make presumptions?”

The URJ, he said, is trying speak 
to those differences. For example, 50 
of its congregations have young adult 
outreach – not junior congregations – 
reaching out to people ages 23-39, many 
of whom are not settled in their ca-
reers, have not found a life partner and 
have no children.

“They’re in that in-between period 
of their lives a lot longer than their 
parents were,” Jacobs said. “So congre-
gations are meeting their young adults 
where they are.”

As affi liation rates dip across North 
America, the URJ’s 2020 Vision plan is 
designed to “strengthen the fl ow into 

Jewish life,” Jacobs said.
“The fl ow is going too much out of the 

Jewish community; people are opting 
out,” he said. “That doesn’t mean that 
the interest is down, it doesn’t mean the 
hunger is down, or that people are not 
fi nding the institutional ways of learn-
ing and expressing their Judaism less 
fulfi lling.”

One Jewish institution – overnight 
camps – is growing. The URJ has added 

four new camps to its network in recent 
years, including specialty camps.

“Our teens aren’t all the same. We’ve 
got teens who are science and technol-
ogy students, we’ve got teens who are 
artists, who are athletes,” Jacobs said. 
“I think the theme here is meet young 

See JACOBS on page 27

Jacobs: 2020 Vision a blueprint for sustainable synagogues

Explore

C E N T E R S T A G E
New York C i ty

MAY  16TH-19TH

TO OT S I E  &  K I N G  KO N G
ORCHESTRA SEATS  TO BROADWAY MUSICALS

A PERSONAL TOUR OF 
N B C  S T U D I O S

TICKETS INCLUDE

with

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: JEWISHLOUISVILLE.ORG/NYCTRIP

Call 800-264-0521 today to learn more.
HosparusHealth.org | A Nonprofit Organization

Helping You Shine as Long  
and Bright as You Can

Since 1978, Hosparus Health has been providing compassionate 
care for children and adults facing serious and life-limiting 
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The J

centerpiece
By Lisa Hornung
For Community

When the JCC and Norton Cancer 
Institute created their fitness program 
for cancer patients, they didn’t expect it 
to hit so close to home. 

Beth Mans, member services director 
for The J, was diagnosed with breast 
cancer in June. She has been undergo-
ing treatments ever since.

Despite enduring some of the tough-
est chemo, a type known as the “Red 
Devil,” she’s managed to continue com-
ing to work nearly every day, teaching 
classes and carrying on as usual. 

But things are anything but usual.
While Mans attributes her endurance 

to her fitness, even those who aren’t fit 
can benefit from exercise during cancer 
treatment.

When Norton approached The J 
about creating the fitness program, 
doctors told Health and Wellness Direc-
tor Susan Kwasny that people who exer-
cise during treatment tend to weather 
the treatment better and have better 
outcomes.

But getting to a gym can seem like 
climbing a mountain when the effects 
of chemo kick in.

Enter Fit to Fight, a new program at 
The J tailored to each individual par-
ticipant, allowing each to work – and 
fight – at their own pace.

“I had planned to be part of the team, 
just in a general sense,” Mans said. “But 
I think I’ve taken a bigger role. Before it 

was Matt (Vamvas) and Mat (Shalenko, 
trainers) and I really wasn’t part of the 
mix. Then we realized, ‘Here’s Beth 
who is going through it, who’s living it, 
breathing it and experiencing it. What 
better asset to have a better under-
standing of how these people feel?’”

Mans’ cancer odyssey began with 
a routine mammogram, like she has 
every year. This year, though, she got a 
call back. Her 3D mammogram found 

the tumor.
She got genetic testing for breast 

cancer, and while she doesn’t carry the 
BRCA genes, she does carry the PALB2 
gene, which makes the disease likely to 
recur. As a 50-year-old, she knew that 
likelihood was high, indeed. 

She underwent a double mastectomy, 
and because doctors found cancer in 
one of her lymph nodes, they took a few 
of those, too.

She took four treatments of the Red 
Devil chemo. Now she’s in a 12-week 
run of regular chemotherapy. After 
that, she will begin daily radiation. She 
doesn’t know how long that will last. 

“I will be on hormone therapy for 
the rest of my life because my tumors 
are fed by estrogen and progesterone,” 
Mans said. “I’ve chosen not to do re-
constructive surgery be cause I love to 
exercise and because I want to get back 
to what I’m able to do a lot sooner.”

Her love of exercise is what led her to 
The J in the first place, and it’s why she 
stays. A fitness instructor since 1998, 
she adopted her career after she started 
having kids and decided to do some 
thing  different. She got certified
through the Athletics and Fitness As-
sociation of American and then the 
Aquatics Exercise Association. 

She started working at the J in 2010, 
shortly after moving to Louisville, and 
eventually got promoted to group fit-
ness coordinator, then to her current 
position. 

When Kwasny became health and 
wellness director and began assembling 
a team, “she asked me if I perhaps want 
to come on as a member services direc-
tor,” Mans said. “I’m in charge of the 
staff at the desks and the J Play child 
care while you work out. And then I 
kind of oversee group exercise and 

See FIGHT on page 11

Beth Mans, who instructs the Fit to Fight class at The J, demonstrates how physical fitness can buttress cancer pa-
tients to beat the disease and prevent recurrences. (Community photo by Tara Cocco)  

Fitness instructor’s cancer journey leaves her Fit to Fight

By Lisa Hornung
For Community

Mary Russell Wight-Waltman sent a 
message with her mixed media art-
work Peace, and the judge at this year’s 
Mazin Art Exhibition received it.   

“I feel like it has a cognitive piece of 
contemplation with the name of Peace, 
on a spiritual level, as well, with the 
ideal of peace,” said Shawna Dellecave, 
the judge for this year’s show. “I don’t 
know, she just got in my mind, thinking 
about what she was creating when she 
was putting these elements together.”

Wight-Waltman won the first prize 
of $1,000 at this year’s Mazin recep-
tion on Sunday, November 4, in The 
J’s Patio Gallery. The artist couldn’t 
attend the opening because of illness, 
but her entry, Peace #3, a piece of found 
wood from the Ohio River in a unique 
shadow-box frame, stole the show. Del-
lecave said the piece had a “kinesthetic” 
component.

“Our eyes can see the texture of that 
deteriorating paint and almost touch it 
with our eyes, something that seems so 
simple.”

News of her win came as a surprise 
to Wight-Waltman.

“My husband Jim went and saw the 
show and came back and told me, ‘Oh 
guess what?’” she said. “I was quite 

surprised because it (the piece) is kind 
of unusual.”

The artist said she likes to go to the 
river and look for things she can use in 
her work.

“Found wood, that’s my main thing,” 

she said. “And just other stuff I find in 
the river. I kind of live in the river.”

This year’s exhibition had 53 entries, 
24 of which were selected for the show.

Floriose II, by Jenny Shircliff to 
second place; Stroll by Kastro, by 
Jane Kinzer, third place. Honorable 
mentions went to William Beasley’s 

Dissociate, Dan Church’s Yellowstone 
Remnants, Marsha Iko Paris’ “Grass is 
Greener,” Robert Drennen’s Antagled, 
Ronald Anderson’s Capitola, and Trish 
Courtney’s Woke.

The second place winner got $500; 
the third place winner, $300. The hon-
orable mentions may submit a piece 
next year for free. 

All 24 selections presented Dellecave 
with a difficult choice.

“The weight was great, especially 
because of the monetary prize,” she 
said. “That put a little oomph. I’m in a 
local band and we’ve been performing 
in the Louisville area for 18 years, so I 
know what it is to be a local musician 
and artist in the underground, toiling 
and toiling. It’s wonderful when there’s 
financial support.”

The Mazin Art Exhibition was creat-
ed by Bernice and Benjamin Mazin, an 
artist who wanted to help support local 
artists through the shows. The regional, 
juried art exhibition, which is funded 
by the Mazin Visual Arts Fund, Judy 
and Dennis Hummel and the Mazin 
family, is open to artists 18 and older. 

Bernice Mazin’s daughter, Marylin 
Miller of New York, spoke at the open-
ing reception.

“My mom was a kind, soulful, artistic 

See MAZIN on page 11

Peace #3, made from found wood from the Ohio River, 
was the big winner at this year’s Mazin Art Exhibition 
at The J’s Patio Gallery. (Community photo by Jessica 
Budnick)   

Floriose II, by Jenny Shircliff (Community photo by Jessica 
Budnick)   

Peace #3
Mix media artwork takes top price at this year’s Mazin exhibition
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FIGHT
continued from page 10 

aquatics exercise as well.”
She has been a popular instructor 

during her time here, particularly in 
her aqua fi tness classes.

Since starting her treatments – and 
losing her hair – Mans has chosen not 
to wear a wig. Her new look attracts 
attention. 

“I had a guy just the other day who 
stopped in and said, ‘Do you have can-

cer?’” she recalled. “I said, ’Yes,’ and he 
said, ‘So do I.’ And he’s like, ‘That’s why 
I’m here.’

“I’ve had numerous men stop me and 
say, ‘I had prostate cancer 10 years ago. 
I’m exercising now because I don’t want 
it to come back.’ And they realized the 
benefi ts after what we’ve gone through, 
and we want people who realize the 
benefi ts while they’re in it.”

Though exercise doesn’t necessarily 
keep cancer from recurring, having a 
stronger body helps make the treatment 
easier and more effective. 

The Fit to Fight program is free and 
open to all current or recent cancer 
patients with a note from their doctors.  

Mans said she appreciates the mem-
bers and staff who have been under-
standing of her circumstances. 

“People here have just been so won-
derful, you know, and have just been 
very supportive.” 

Want to join?
For more information on Fit to Fight, 

contact Susan Kwasny at 502-238-2794.

PITTSBURGH/KROGER SHOOTINGS

MAZIN
continued from page 10 

person; she saw beauty everywhere,” 
Miller said. “She taught us to appreci-
ate our vision. She loved art. She was 
born, not with a silver spoon, but with 
a paintbrush in her mouth. Both my 
parents were fi rst-generation who came 
from poor families, that were rich in 
love. My mother had supportive teach-
ers who gave her supplies. She was very 
lucky.”

After the show, Miller said she was 
pleased with the quality of work. 

“I think it’s absolutely exquisite,” she 
said. “The judge worked very hard, and 
I think she did a beautiful job selecting. 
I’m very proud of this exhibit.”

She said she was surprised by the 
number of people who showed up for 
the opening reception. 

“I think my mother would be 
pleased,” she said, choking back tears.”

This was Dellecave’s fi rst time judging 
the show, and she found the experience 
eye-opening.

“I was so impressed with the longev-
ity that they’ve built with The [J] and 
the support that’s there,” she said. “Be-
cause the submissions were very wide 

and varied, and very strong, all of them. 
They’re a lot of really talented artists.”

Miller said she wants people to con-
tinue the work her mother loved

“Keep supporting the arts, attending 
the arts,” she said, “because they enrich 
our lives.”

By Lisa Hornung
For Community

As the vigil for 11 worshippers killed 
in a Pittsburgh synagogue and two 
shoppers gunned down at the Jeffer-
sontown Kroger got under way, Shalom 
Malka’s mind went to happier thoughts.

He had attended Tree of Life, scene of 
Saturday’s carnage, in the 1980s while 
he was a graduate sstudent at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh.

“It’s funny,” recalled Malka, who 
today lives in Louisville and teaches 
at Sullivan University. “I was raised 
Orthodox and my wife at the time was 
Reform, so we compromised.”

(Tree of Life, now known as Tree of 
Life*Or L’Simcha, is a Conservative 
synagogue historically asssociated with 
the liberal end of that movement.)

Malka was one of hundreds of Lou-
isvillians who packed Temple Shalom 
Sunday night, October 28, for the vigil. 
No reliable crowd estimate is available, 
but practically every seat was fi lled; 
rows of people lined the walls and ap-
proximately 75 more, who could not get 
in, listened to the speeches from the 
parking lot out back where speakers 
were placed.

What they heard were Louisville’s 
rabbis, cantors and civic leaders calling 
for unity, invoking prayer as therapy, 
and rejecting the coarsening public 
hate speech that led to both attacks.

“We are here because we care; we 
are here to stand together; we are here 
because we are not willing to accept the 
hatred and violence and prejudice that 
is surrounding us,” said Rabbi Beth 
Jacowitz Chottiner of Temple Shalom. 
“We are here to say this is not OK. This 
is not the United States that I grew up 
in; it is not the United States I want my 
kids to grow up in, nor is it the United 

States I want for my grandkids.”
Rabbi Michael Wolk of Keneseth Is-

rael invoked a Jewish version of Article 
5, the NATO rule that an attack on one 
ally is an attack on all.

“All Jews are responsible for each 
other,” Wolk said. “An attack on one of 
us is an attack on all of us.”

Rabbi Joe Rooks Rapport of The 
Temple expanded upon Wolk’s words 

to include the victims of the Kroger 
attack.

“When someone kills my neighbor 
because of the color of their skin at a 
grocery store or in their house of wor-
ship, it’s an attack against everything 
I believe as a Jew,” he said. “And when 
Jews are killed celebrating Sabbath in 
their own synagogue for nothing more 
than being Jews, it is all of our sanctu-
aries that have been violated.”

The shootings in Pittsburgh are be-
lieved to be the deadliest anti-Semitic 
attack in American Jewish history. 
Authorities are treating them, and the 
Kroger shootings, as hate crimes.

U.S. Rep. John Yarmuth, mindful 
that he was one political leader amid a 
slate full of religious leaders at the vigil, 
spoke of the “moral obligation” that 
members of Congress have to protect 
and heal their people.

“There is a soul in this country, and if 
we do not nurture the soul of the coun-
try, we will lose it,” he said. “We need to 
recognize our obligation to preserve the 
soul of this country.”

Daniel Frockt, representing Louisville 
Mayor Greg Fischer, got more political, 
addressing the epidemic of gun violence 
in America and noting that legislative 
responsibility for fi rearms rests with 
state and federal leaders.

 See TOGETHER on page 25

Hundreds of people packed Temple Shalom synagogue for a community vigil following the shootings in Pittsburgh and 
at the Jeffersontown Kroger (Community photo by Jessica Budnick)   

Community comes together to heal after Pittsburgh, Kroger shootings

APPLY TODAY
Call Shannon Benovitz at 238-2719 or sign up online

at www.jewishlouisville.org/pjlibrary.

ENRICH your entire FAMILY’S
JEWISH JOURNEY.

FREE JEWISH BEDTIME STORIES  and SONGS

We’ll send you Jewish bedtime 
stories every month – for FREE! 

JEWISH BEDTIME STORIES and SONGS

OPPORTUNITIES

Contact Danni Kiefner, 
Director, Volunteer Services, at 

dannikiefner@
KentuckyOneHealth.org.
to begin your volunteer 

experience today.

Volunteer
KentuckyOne Health, including 

Jewish Hospital, has many 
volunteer opportunities at its 

Louisville facilities that we are 
seeking individuals to fulfill.

No matter whether you are 
interested in transporting patients 

to their area of service, helping 
family members track their 

patients during a procedure or 
sitting at the information desk to 
assist visitors, we have a need. 
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now online at 

www.KentuckyOneHealth.org
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HANUKKAH
FAMILY FESTIVAL

December 7 | 5-7 p.m. 
$7, $5 The J Members

Come play dreidel, eat latkes, and make some hol-
iday crafts! Come learn about the festival of lights 
at the J. Register online:
 
jewishlouisville.org/family-hanukkah
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PITTSBURGH/KROGER SHOOTINGS

(Editor’s note: In the wake of the 
shootings at Tree of Life*Or L’Simcha in 
Pittsburgh and the Kroger in Jefferson-
town, area congregations opened their 
doors for #ShowUpForShabbat, a nation-
wide campaign by the AJC and Jewish 
Federations of North America as an act 
of solidarity. The following is a recap of 
how Louisville synagogues observed the 
occasion.)   

Anshei Sfard

This past Shabbat, the turnout at 
swelled as Jewish visitors from the 
community who do not regularly par-
ticipate in our services, as well as non-
Jews, attended to show solidarity with 
the Jewish community.

Rabbi Simcha Snaid addressed the 
tragedy in Pittsburgh, referencing les-
sons for people in going forward with 
their own lives.

He referenced the lesson from the 
previous week’s parshat, HaShavua, 
in which Abraham is called a God-
fearing man. Snaid compared this to 
the prophet Obadiah, who was called 
a “very God-fearing Man” because of 
his empathy for the hundreds of other 
true prophets and his willingness to 
put their lives before his own in grant-
ing them sanctuary and protection 
from Queen Jezebel and King Ahab 
who sought to destroy them. Snaid also 
referenced Moses, remarking on how 
strange it is that the Torah states that 
Moses grew up. Why is that important; 
isn’t it obvious?

Although Moses grew up in the pal-
ace and a life of ease and luxury, Snaid 
said he demonstrated empathy when he 
saw the suffering of the Jewish people 
and took action to save and protect 
them, again demonstrating empathy,

Finally, Snaid noted the words of the 
Pittsburgh shooter, “All Jews must die,” 
He said those words showed hat his in-
tention was not to kill the Orthodox or 
Reform Jews, or any other division that 
humans created.

In the post-shiva week, Snaid said, as 
the healing and planning go forward, 
people need to overlook these divisions 
and show that Jews are together.

Adath Jeshurun

Cantor David Lipp expected this 
Shabbat to be special when he arrived 
early to 40-50 already seated, ready for 
the service to begin.  

“I knew there would be more people 
than usual and I told the two b’nei 
mitzvah that were going to be there 
to ‘practice’ their parts of the service 
to expect it,” Lipp said, “but I didn’t 
anticipate 500-600 would be respond-
ing to their Ashrei, to their taking out 
and bringing back the Torah, and their 
kiddush.” 

Frank M. Smith, Jr., executive vice 
president of Simmons College and 

Haleh Karimi, executive director of 
Interfaith Paths to Peace, spoke at the 
service, along with Rabbi Bob Slosberg. 
Chris Hartmann of the Fairness Cam-
paign, U.S. Rep. John Yarmuth, Louis-
ville Mayor Greg Fischer, and Edgardo 
Mansilla from Americana also shared 
the bima.

Mansilla and Hartmann led prayers 
for the country and for peace. Yarmuth, 
in his comments, hoped that Americans 
could do better than merely “tolerate” 
the other, and Fischer doubled down 
on his commitment to maintaining and 
expanding the notion of a more com-
passionate Louisville.

Smith emphasized the need for 
fi nding ways to harmonize with one 
another rather than assuming we need 
to always “sing in the key of C-major, in 
unison, without modulations.”

Having preceded his talk with Leon-
ard Cohen’s Halleluyah, Lipp also sang 
Chana Rothman’s We Can Rise, inviting 
the congregation to harmonize.

 “For the fi rst time I can remember 
doing so, I sang Adon Olam … to the 
melody of Amazing Grace,”  said. “Al-
though I don’t ascribe to all the words 
of that moving hymn, I certainly felt 
there was a great deal of grace in Adath 
Jeshurn’s main sanctuary on Shabbat 
morning.”

Keneseth Israel

Rabbi Michael Wolk said he  was

See SHABBAT on page 13

Eleven shiva candles for the victims of the Tree of Life shootings in Pittsburgh and two votive candles for the Kroger 
shooting victims in Jeffersontown were lit at Temple Shalom for #ShowUpForShabbat. (Community photo by Lee Chot-
tiner)   

Synagogues were fi lled  
Jews, non-Jews showed up for Shabbat following shootings
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LOUISVILLE VAAD 
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Venues currently supervised and certifi ed by 
the Vaad:

 The Jewish Community Center (Kitchen)
 The J Outdoor Café (Dive -n- Dine)
 KentuckyOne Health Jewish Hospital 

(kosher kitchen only)
 The Arctic Scoop: 841 S. Hurstbourne Pkwy. 

(They have pareve options and are available for 
any occasion at any off-site venue)

 Alwatan Bakery: 3711 Klondike Lane (They 
make fresh Pita Bread daily that is Pareve 
[Pas Akum]. Look for the Vaad label when 
purchasing)

 Naked Hummus: (They make fresh Hummus, 
Falafel Patties and Falafel Sandwiches which 
are available at several local Farmers Markets 
and at Rainbow Blossom)

Services provided by the Vaad:

 Consultation on kashruth and of kosher 
products at local businesses and companies

List of local businesses providing kosher 
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 Bristol Catering (kosher catering available at 
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 The Catering Company - Michaelis Events 
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 Hyatt Regency Louisville (kosher catering 
only)

 Louisville Marriot East (can host kosher events 
but does not have kosher catering service)

 Other venues may be approved only upon 
request for kosher supervision

Please visit our website for more info:
www.louisvillevaad.org

THE VAAD ADVANTAGE: 
LOCAL & AFFORDABLE
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By Lee Chottiner
Community Editor 

A Jewish Louisville native is in Pitts-
burgh this week, assisting Israeli fi rst 
responders as they train local providers 
to care for a community coping with 
the fallout from a mass shooting.

Cari Margulis Immerman, regional 
development director of the Friends of 
United Hatzalah of Israel (UHI), is with 
four psychologists and social workers 
from UHI’s Psychotrauma and Crisis 
Response Unit who are working with 
Jewish agencies, school and community 
leaders, counselors, children and adults 
to help vicitms and providers alike to 
deal with last week’s shootings at Tree 
of Life * Or L’Smicha synagogue, which 
left 11 dead and six wounded.

“Victim,” in this case, can mean 
anyone from the friends and family of 
those who were actually shot, to police 
who entered the synagogue, community 
leaders reacting to the crisis, even a 
neighbor or bystander who heard the 
gunshots or the sirens.

“We’re trying better equip the re-
sponders in terms of how do you deal 
with this,” said Immerman, a daughter 
of Louisville resident Marty and Judy 
Margulis. “You can learn everything 
out of books, but most people have 

never dealt with a mass casualty situa-
tion.”

As a regional development director of 
Frends of UHI, Immerman, who lives in 
Cleveland, promotes her organization 
in 17 states.

United Hatzalah is a volunteer rapid 
response unit in Israel. Using specially 
equipped motorcycles, its network of 

5,000-plus medics can respond within 
minutes to any crisis, providing as-
sistance until ambulance crews arrive, 
saving lives.

But UHI also has a psychotrauma 
team that provides emotional support 
and stabilization for civilians. Members 
of that unit are in Pittsburgh this week.

One of them is Miriam Ballin, 
founder and national director of the 
Psychotrauma and Crisis Response 
Unit. Ballin told Community in a phone 
interview that her team is working 
mostly with responders themselves, not 
the people who are experiencing the 
trauma.

“I’m not treating patients necessar-
ily,” Ballin said. “I’m training people 
like mental health workers, like public 
fi gures, like staff members in schools 
to know what to do, because I’m leaving 
at the end of the week. That’s the best 
thing I can do.”

But it’s impossible not to come in 
contact with people who are experienc-
ing trauma. Ballin said she’s actually 
walked the streets of Squirrel Hill, the 
neighborhood where Tree of Life * Or 
L’Simcha is located, asking passersby 
how they are doing.

“You really see people feeling the 
trama,” she said. “We met people in 
passing, saying how are you holding up, 

and they burst out crying, particularly 
the adults who are busy taking care of 
the children.”

When she landed in Pittsburgh last 
Sunday, she met a couple coming home 
from Israel who were “terrifi ed” to 
open their cell phones, lest they learn 
the names of friends who were no lon-
ger alive.

Her team has held literally dozens 
of workshops this week in Pittsburgh, 
passing on what they have learned from 
responding to traumatic events in Is-
rael. They have also gone to funerals as 
represenatatives of the Jewish state.

Ballin is careful not to label what 
people are experiencing as post-trau-
matic stress. A more accurate condi-
tion would be acute stress reaction. 
Seventy-two hours after the incident, 
she explained, any reaction to an abnor-
mal situation is considered completely 
normal.

She advised people working with chil-
dren not to lie to them, but to give them 
age appropriate information, noting 
that kids are resilient and will recover.

She also advised community leaders 
– a Federation president, a school prin-
cipal – who are knee-deep in respond

See LOUISVILLIAN on page 25

Cari Margulis Immerman, seen here on a rapid response 
motorcycle used by United Hatzalah volunteers in Israel. 

Louisvillian assists Israeli trauma responders in Pittsburgh 
PITTSBURGH/KROGER SHOOTINGS

SHABBAT
continued from page 12

“overwhelmed” by the feeling at KI on 
Friday night and Saturday morning.  
Many of congregants who are not usu-
ally at synagogue on Saturday morn-
ing came and were joined by several 
non-Jewish neighbors who wanted to 
express their support for the Jewish 
community.” 

On Saturday, Jesse Waters, a local 
self-defense instructor told the congre-
gation on how to react should an active 
shooter enter their building. Wolk 
described the Pittsburgh shootings as a 
symptom of the worst failings of Ameri-
can society, which include hatred and 
fear of “the other” and the “inability to 
regulate the use of weapons of war in 
any way.”

But he also spoke about how this was 
a distinctly Jewish tragedy and as the 
most recent example of the “world’s old-
est hatred.” 

He spoke briefl y about each of the 
11 victims and we recited the El Moleh 
Rachamim and the Kaddish in their 
memory.

“I cannot think of a more fi tting trib-
ute to these 11 souls than to honor their 
memory on Shabbat in shuls across the 
country,” Wolk said. “They each valued 
being part of their shul and inspired 
countless Jews to participate in their 
traditions this Shabbos.”

Temple Shalom 

Turnout for #ShowUpForShabbat 
more than doubled normal attendance 
at the Friday and Saturday services.

On Friday, Rabbi Beth Jacowitz Chot-
tiner set out on a table at the front of 
the sanctuary, 11 shiva candles for the 
victims of the Tree of Life*Or L’Simcha 
shootings in Pittsburgh and two votive 
candles for the victims of Jeffersontown 
Kroger shootings. One by one, wor-
shippers stepped up, read a name of a 
victim, and lit a candle.

She also had congregants read 13 

sayings -- one for each victms -- by 13 
historical fi gures and books: Martin 
Luther King, Jr. (twice), Albert Einstein, 
Rabbis Joachim Prinz and Abraham 
Joshua Heschel, Mother Theresa, 
Publius Syrus, Elie Wiesel, Emanuel 
Cleaver, Mahatma Gandhi, Amelia Ear-
hart, and Leviticus and Deuteronomy. 

The two guest speakers were Pastor 
Roy Coleman of the Victory Christian 
Center church, which meets Sundays at 
Temple Shalom, and Ron Skillern, the 
2017 Kentucky Techer of the Year and 
curator of the Holocaust Mural Collec-
tion from Western Kentucky University. 
He displayed two of the murals at the 
Friday service.

Coleman, who grew up in Missisippi 
said he  witnessed “much of the evil 
against people of color,” and he decried 
attacks on blacks and Jews.

“For the families, friends of those 
killed at Kroger, and in Pittsburgh, and 
all of us, we know from Psalms: ‘Weep-
ing may endure for a night, but joy 

comes in the morning,’” he said.
The Temple

Rabbi Joe Rooks Rapport called 
#ShowUpforShabbat at The Temple “a 
powerful reminder of the strength of 
our community as we mourn together, 
pray together, and confront together the 
challenges of bigotry and hate.”

The sanctuary was fi lled to overfl ow-
ing with more than 500 people in atten-
dance, he said.

Members of the congregation gath-
ered with friends and neighbors, 
university students, and leaders from 
the interfaith community to remember 
the lives lost at Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life 
synagogue and here in Louisville at the 
Kroger shooting.

The service featured a candle lighting 
and moment of remembrance for each 
of the lives lost as well as a sermon on 
the future of Jewish life in this land in 
the aftermath of these tragedies.

“It was an emotional night,” Rapport 

said, “and people remained afterward, 
sharing their thoughts and feelings 
with one another long into the night.” 

(Cantor David Lipp, Rabbis Joe Rooks 
Rapport, Michael Wolk and Beth Jacow-
itz Chottiner, and lay leader Ayala Gold-
ing contributed to this story.)

Saving 
lives.
It’s in our 
blood.

Efrayim Yanko

Paramedic, Kiryat Gat MDA Station

Efrayim saves lives every day, but he doesn’t do it 
alone. Gifts such as yours help to mobilize our EMTs 
and paramedics who carry more than 700,000
Israelis to safety each year. We’re Israel’s emergency 
medical and ambulance service, Magen David Adom. 

Together, we’ll make this year a healthy one for 
millions of Israelis. Help save lives in Israel.

Saving lives. It’s in our blood – and it’s in yours, too.

Save a life in Israel with a gift to support Magen David Adom.
Donate on AFMDA.org/give or call 888.674.4871

afmda.org



14  Community Y NOVEMBER 23, 2018 Y 15 KISLEV 5779 

PICTURE THIS: GENTLEMEN AT THE DOWNS
The men of Jewish Louisville turned out for Gentlemen at the Downs, a day at the races at Churchill Downs on November 18 to support the Jewish Federation of Louisville. In addition to watch-
ing the races from a private balcony, the men also heard from Mike Ziegler, the track’s executive dirctor of racing. JCL President and CEO Sara Klein Wagner also attended the event. (Community 
photos by Jesssica Budnick)   



2821 Klempner Way
Louisville, KY 40205

phone | 502-452-6341 
fax | 502-452-6718

website | jfcslouisville.org

Stay up to date on all things JFCS when 
you sign up for our monthly e-newsletter!
Contact marketing@jfcslouisville.org.

JFCS NEWS, CLASSES & EVENTS

JFCS FOOD PANTRY

SUGGESTIONS FOR DECEMBER
•Pasta sauce
•Jelly/jam
•Canned potatoes

Remember, donations can be made 
at your local synagogue.
Food must be donated in original packaging 
before the expiration date. Monetary donations 
also may be made to the Sonny & Janet 
Meyer Family Food Pantry Fund. Contact 
Kim Toebbe: 502-452-6341, ext. 103.

Dec. 3, 4pm and Dec. 4, 3pm  
Caregiver Support Group
Meets first Monday of month at Christ Church 
United Methodist, 4614 Brownsboro Rd. 
Contact Elizabeth Tully: 502-452-6341, ext. 220. 

Meets first Tuesday of month at JFCS. Contact 
Naomi Carrico: 502-452-6341, ext. 249. 

December 13, 1pm
Parkinson’s Caregiver Support Group
Meets second Thursday of month at JFCS. 
Contact Connie Austin: 502-452-6341, ext. 305.

December 14, 2pm
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group
Meets second Friday of the month at JFCS. 
Contact Kim Toebbe: 502-452-6341, ext. 103. 

December 17, 12:30pm
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
Meets third Monday of month at JFCS. 
Contact Jo Ann Kalb: 502-452-6341, ext. 335

December 19, 10am
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
Meets third Wednesday of month at Epworth 
United Methodist Church, 919 Palatka Rd. 
Contact Jo Ann Kalb: 502-452-6341, ext. 335.

December 20, 7pm
Adult Children of Aging Parents
Meets third Thursday of month at JFCS. 
Contact Mauri Malka: 502-452-6341, ext. 250.

SUPPORT GROUPSSUPPORT GROUPS

• Shampoo/conditioner
• Laundry soap
• Cleaning supplies

Judy Freundlich Tiell Retirement Party December 6
Judy Freundlich Tiell will be retiring as executive director of JFCS at the  
end of December 2018. To honor Judy, the Board of Directors will host  
a community celebration of her achievements on Thursday, December 6,  

at 5:30 p.m. at JFCS. Please contact Anita at  
502-452-6341 if you plan to join us.

The Board also wishes to announce the establishment of  
the JUDY FREUNDLICH TIELL FAMILY STRENGTHENING  
FUND to honor her commitment to ensuring that 
families have the parenting skills, economic means 
and social connection that build strong families.  
If you would like to donate to this fund, please go  
to: jfcslouisville.org.

E V E N T S

 

New Support Group!   January 7, 7pm at JFCS
Parents of Young Adults in Interfaith Relationships

An open discussion about feelings and thoughts  
when your son or daughter enters a relationship  
with someone of a different faith.
Contact Judy Freundlich Tiell: 
502-452-6341, ext. 224

A relaxing evening of beautiful music, great friends, wine and 
desserts. Student Cantor Mike Jarvis will perform in concert 
with Cantor David Lipp and Cantor Sharon Hordes. 
FREE ADMISSION with your donation of three unexpired, 
shelf-stable items for the food pantry.  
Contact Kim Toebbe: 502-452-6341 ext. 103

Saturday, January 26     7:30pm
Standard Country Club     8208 Brownsboro Road

Benefits the Sonny & Janet Meyer Family Food Pantry Fund

Saturday, January 26     7:30pmSaturday, January 26     7:30pmSaturday, January 26     7:30pmSaturday, January 26     7:30pmSaturday, January 26     7:30pmSaturday, January 26     7:30pmSaturday, January 26     7:30pmSaturday, January 26     7:30pmSaturday, January 26     7:30pmSaturday, January 26     7:30pmSaturday, January 26     7:30pmSaturday, January 26     7:30pm

8-PART ACT PREP COURSE 
Recommended for High School Juniors and Seniors  
Classes begin on January 7 at JFCS  
Mon. and Tues., 7 – 9pm
Class size is limited to 20 students

$180 fee includes eight classes and  
the latest ACT prep textbook
Call 502-452-6341 or go online:  
jfcslouisville.org/event-registration 
email: kquinn@jfcslouisville.org  

CAREER SERVICES
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PICTURE THIS: ANTI-BDS ORDER
Gov. Matt Bevin signed an anti-BDS executive order on November 15, making Kentucky the 26th state to prohibit state agencies from doing business, to some degree, with vendors who engage in 
a boycott of Israel. Ron Dermer, Israel’s ambassador to the United States, spoke at the signing ceremony, which took place in the rotunda of the Capitol in Frankfort. More than 60 people – Jews 
and Christians – attended the event. (photos by Samuel Martin)        
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donate.daretocare.orgdonate.daretocare.org

This is a choice that 
1 in 7 adults has to 
make every day.

Help us feed your neighbor.

This is a choice that 

Car repair
or food?

PICTURE THIS: KRISTALLNACHT PROGRAM
Survivors of Kristallnacht, including their children and students from St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School, shared their stories during a commemorartion on November 8 at Adath Jeshurun. (Com-
munity photos by Tara Cocco)        
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FORUM

SENIOR EVENTS

Jewish Hospital story compared to Chanukah miracle

Chavurat Shalom for December

The story of Jewish Hospital and its 
partner, Frazier Rehab Institute, is one 
of transforming dreams into reality.

It is the story of hope realized and 
dreams fulfilled, even when everyone 
else says it is impossible.

The Frazier story started in 1929, 
when Amelia Brown Frazier was in a 
car accident, and she had to travel to 
New York City to receive care, because 
it was not available here in Louisville.

Similarly, the reality of cutting-edge 
world-class care, accessible to all peo-
ple – provided by all people – regard-
less of religion, race or national origin, 
seemed impossible for Jewish Louisvil-

lians 150 years ago.
And yet, here we are in 2018. Jewish 

Hospital and Frazier Rehab continue 
to provide the most advanced medical 
care and rehabilitative services in the 
region, giving hope to thousands of 
patients. 

In recent months, we have seen some 
poorly informed naysayers question 
Jewish Hospital’s path forward. But giv-
ing up is not the Jewish way. We are the 
people whose national anthem is Ha-
tikvah (The Hope). Once again, we are 
being asked to prove how a little leap 
of hope and faith can lead to outcomes 
that exceed our expectations. 

This story of Jewish Hospital reminds 
me of how a little bit of oil, barely 
enough to light the Temple in Jerusalem 
for one day, lasted for eight days, just 
long enough for more oil to be made. It 
is this miracle that will be on display in 
December, in the center of the Abra-
ham Flexner Way Circle, with a large 
chanukiah, built to honor the family of 
Janet Lynch, granddaughter of the first 
female president of Jewish Hospital, 
who also refused to take “no” for an 

answer, leading the way for Jewish Hos-
pital to be the first racially integrated 
hospital in Louisville, while expanding 
our ICUs and our ability to ensure the 
most advanced cardiac care available. 

This coming month, as the light 
of the chanukiah shines throughout 
our campus, it is my prayer that our 
patients, their families, our staff – the 
whole community – will see its light 
and remember how the impossible is 
possible, if we just have faith.

This reminds me of Reb Shlomo 
Carlebach, with whom I was blessed 
to study in Jerusalem, and one of his 
deeper spiritual lessons: 

“When the lowest person in the world 
was a child, he was dreaming about 
being the holiest, most glorious person 
in the world. But something happened. 
Someone destroyed his dreams, and he 
gave up on the world. 

“It is so easy to lose our dreams. 
Why? Because nobody really encour-
ages them. If someone can bring me 
back to the dreams I once had, he is my 
best friend in the world. 

“This is what Chanukah does. This is 

why Chanukah is the greatest, deepest 
holiday in the world. On Chanukah, 
God gives us back our dreams.”

The story of this season, not only for 
us as Jews, but for our Christian broth-
ers and sisters, is the story of how the 
impossible is possible, if we can just 
hold on to faith. 

For each of us, in our own lives, let 
us take this time to reflect upon our 
own dreams and hopes. Have some of 
them been trampled upon by the harsh 
realities of life? What dreams have we 
given up on? What dreams have we lost 
courage to fight for?

This Chanukah, let us kindle light 
and reignite our commitment to make 
our dreams come true. Let us kindle 
light and reignite the dreams of those 
around us. This Chanukah, let us face 
whatever darkness we encounter with a 
pledge to be light.

(Rabbi Nadia Siritsky is vice president 
of mission at KentuckyOne Health.)

Thursday, November 29 – Jennifer 
Diamond will perform in the Chapel. 
Lunch in the Heideman will include 
beef stew, green beans, green salad, 
fresh fruit and chocolate trifle.

Thursday, December 6 – Celebrate 
Chanukah and November and Decem-
ber birthdays and anniversaries with 
Two of Diamonds presenting, “A Little 
Jewish Culture (When We Need It 
Most).” There will be sing-alongs and 
parodies. Lunch will include baked 
salmon, potato latkes, broccoli with 
roasted red peppers, mixed green salad, 
fresh fruit and celebratory cake.

Thursday, December 13 – Janice Van 
Zandt, community outreach director 

with Senior Home Transitions, and her 
colleagues will share their wealth of 
knowledge and expertise about senior 
living communities in town, as well as 
veteran benefits, long-term care in-
surance and other topics. Lunch will 
include beef brisket, roasted root veg-
etables, green beans, pasta salad, fresh 
fruit and assorted desserts.

Chavurat Shalom will be on 
winter break from December 20 
through January 3.

Chavurat Shalom brings seniors to 
socialize and share ideas. Lunch is $5 
and reservations are due by the Tuesday 
before the program. RSVP to 502-423- 

1818 or sarahharlan86@gmail.com. A 
vegetarian option is available if requested 
in advance. All programs will be held in 
the Levy Great Hall of the Klein Center 
at The Temple, 5101 U.S. Hwy. 42, unless 
otherwise noted. Lunch starts at noon, 
followed by the  program at 1 pm. Trans-
portation can be scheduled by calling 
JFCS at 502-452-6341. Transportation 
to Chavurat Shalom is $5 round-trip. 
Chavurat Shalom is funded through the 
Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence, The 
Temple, The Temple Brotherhood and 
Sisterhood, NCJW, the Jewish Federation 
of Louisville, and other donors

Jewish Hospital

Rabbi Nadia
Siritsky

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26 
11:00 A.M. 
We will discuss First Mothers by Bonnie Angelo.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27 
Mauri Malka, Director of the Older Adults 
Program at JFCS will discuss Elder Abuse. 
Refreshments will be served after the program.

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 30 
11:45 A.M. 
Shabbat Celebration with JCC Preschoolers

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4 
12:00 P.M. 
Join us for a luncheon with Cantor Sharon 
Hordes as our special guest. Please bring a 
canned food item for JFCS Food Bank & or a toi-
letry item for Home Delivered Meal Clients.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 
11:00 A.M. - 12:45 P.M. 
Bingo

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
12:00 - 2:30 P.M. 
Join us for a delicious lunch catered by Gerry 
Burns, followed by musical entertainment provid-
ed by Lost Tribe. We will end the program giving 
out terrific door prizes. Cost is $20 for members 
and $30 for nonmembers. Transportation avail-

able for an additional $3. 
Reservation & payment deadline: Friday, 
December 7th

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17
11:00 A.M. 
We will be reading The Coal Tattoo by Silas 
House

TUESDAY DECEMBER 18 
Wayne Perky, former Radio & Television person-
ality will be our guest speaker. Refreshments 
will be served after program.

The J Senior Center for December 
(Unless otherwise noted, all programs begin Tuesdays at 12:45 p.m.)

• Free Airport Shuttle Services

• Pet Friendly

• Free Passes to Baptist 
   Health/Milestone Wellness Center

• Free Wifi

• Complimentary Breakfast

• Meeting and Event Space

• One Bedroom Suites with 
   Separate Living Room Areas

• Indoor Pool

YOUR GATEWAY TO LOUISVILLE

Centrally located behind Mall St. Matthews

751 Cypress Station Drive 
Louisville, Kentucky 40207

502-899-5959
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MIDTERM ELECTIONS
How candidates fared against anti-Semitic ads in the midterms

Ringing in
your ears?
Ask the expert!

Wednesday, December 5, 2018
@ The River House

Call today to RSVP! (502) 638-2768

Visit us online at www.kyhearingclinic.com

2226 Holiday Manor Center #4
Louisville, KY  40222

3015 River Road  •  Louisville, KY  40207
December 5, 2018 at 12:00 pm

Complimentary
Lunch
Hearing

Education
Seminar

Complimentary Lunch & Educational Seminar 

HearingHearingHearingHearing
EducationEducation
SeminarSeminar

We are proud to announce that Marci Shuman, 
M.S., CCC-A, Audiologist will be available to answer 
questions about your hearing health and ringing in 
your ears.

CAMP

Winter
CAMP

Register online:
jewishlouisville.org/wintercamp

Dec 17th - Jan 4th

By Ben Sales
JTA

In the fi nal weeks of the midterm 
election campaign, Republicans in six 
states targeted their Democratic oppo-
nents with attacks many saw as echoing 
anti-Semitic tropes.

The attacks – mostly involving pic-
tures of Jewish candidates clutching 
money – were denounced and debated. 
But were they effective?

Answer: Yes and no. It’s hard to say 
how or whether the alleged anti-Semitic 
ads affected the races, but here’s how 
the candidates who faced the messag-
ing fared on Election Day:

Kim Schrier, Washington 
state, U.S. House of Represen-
tatives

The attack: The state Republican 
Party sent out fl iers showing Schrier, 
running in the 8th District, holding a 
wad of cash.

The result: With 64 percent of pre-
cincts reporting, Schrier holds a nearly 
6-point lead over Republican Dino 
Rossi.

Dan Feehan, Minnesota, U.S. 
House of Representatives

The attack: The National Republi-
can Congressional Committee ran ads 
claiming Feehan, who is hoping to fl ip 
the state’s fi rst district, is a tool of Jew-
ish fi nancier George Soros, a leading 
liberal donor. Soros, a frequent target 
of Republicans, is shown in the ads 
behind piles of cash.

The result: Feehan is behind Republi-
can Jim Hagedorn by 0.5 percent with 
100 percent of precincts reporting. The 
difference of 1,311 votes is not small 

enough to trigger an automatic recount.

Matt Lesser, Connecticut, 
State Senate

The attack: Ed Charamut, Lesser’s 
Republican opponent, sent a mailer 
showing Lesser grinning while clutch-
ing a handful of $100 bills. The mailer 
went out on Oct. 30, three days after 
the Pittsburgh synagogue shooting that 
left 11 worshippers dead. Charamut at 
fi rst claimed the mailer was not anti-
Semitic, but his campaign later apolo-
gized.

The result: Lesser won, according to 
the Hartford Courant.

Jesse Kiehl, Alaska, 
State Senate

The attack: An ad targeting Kiehl run 
by the Republican Women of Juneau 
showed a man stuffi ng a wad of cash 
into his pocket.

The result: Kiehl comfortably beat 
his independent opponent, Don Ether-
idge, according to Alaska radio station 
KTOO.

Josh Lowenthal, California, 
State Assembly

The attack: Tyler Diep, Lowenthal’s 
Republican opponent, sent out a mailer 

showing Lowenthal grinning while 
clutching dollar bills. The ad accuses 
Lowenthal of putting people at risk “[j]
ust so he could make a quick buck.”

 The result: Lowenthal is set to lose to 
Diep in the Southern California dis-
trict, according to the Orange County 
Register.

Sara Johnson Rothman, Penn-
sylvania, state House
of Representatives

The attack: Incumbent State Rep. 
Todd Stephens, a Republican, ran a TV 
ad showing Johnson Rothman holding 
a wad of cash. Rothman’s husband is 
Jewish, and the ad dropped her maiden 
name, even though she routinely uses it.

The result: Rothman narrowly lost to 
Stephens, according to The Intelligencer, 
a local paper.

Kim Schrier, Washington state, U.S. House of Representa-
tives (Photo Provided)

HAPPY
CHANUKAH
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Berg loses bid
for state Senate

Dr. Karen Berg’s bid to join the Ken-
tucky Senate, which would have re-
stored a Jewish voice to the legislature, 
fell short on November 6.

Berg, a lifelong Louisville resident 
and semi-retired physician, lost to in-

cumbent Sen. Ernie Harris (R) in State 
Senate District 26. Harris outpolled Berg 
29,625 votes to 26,524 or 51.8 percent to 
46.3 in a district that includes part of Jef-
ferson and all of Oldham counties.

A third candidate, independent Jody 
Hurt received 1,078 votes (1.9 percent).

No Jewish members currently  serve in 
the Kentucky Legislature.

“My only regret is we didn’t win,” Berg 
said, “but given  that we knew it was go-
ing to be an uphill climb from the very 
beginning, I feel good. I really do.”

She said the latest fi gures showed 
there are 11,000 more Republicans than 
Democrats in the district, “and we only 
lost by 3,000 votes.”

Berg credited the people who worked 
on her campaign, for making the race as 
close as it was. 

She isn’t sure what she will do next. 
First, she’s planning a trip to New York 
to see her daughter and take in a Bruce 
Springsteen concert.

“When I get home, I’m going to fi g-
ure it out,” she said. “I don’t know, I just 
don’t know. [But] would I reconsider 
running again? The answer is defi nitely 
yes. It was an amazing experience.”

When she conceded to Harris, he told 
her that she ran “for all the right rea-
sons.”

The election turn ugly toward the end 
when the Harris campaign sent out liter-
ature accuse ng Berg of favoring the abo-
lition of ICE and allowing immigrants to 
overrun the country

That was too much for Berg who told 
Harris how she felt following a candi-
date forum.

“I told him point blank this is the type 
of fear  mongering that led to the massa-
cre [in Pittsburgh] and I do not appreci-
ate it,” Berg said. “He heard me.”

Late LGBTQ champion in-
ducted to Seneca HOF  

Five Jewish alumni were among this 
year’s class of inductees to the Seneca 
High School Hall of Fame.

Among those inductees was Marcia J. 
Lipetz, class of ’65, a major leader in the 
Chicago LGBTQ community and a vocal 
advocate for women’s rights and social 
justice, who died this past September. 
She was 71.

According to the Windy City Times, 
a publication covering the Chicago LG-
BTQ community, Lipetz was born into 
a Jewish family committed to interfaith 
work. While at Seneca, she became ac-
tive in the civil rights movement.

After college, she returned to Louis-
ville, where she taught at community 
college, served on the boards of Planned 

Parenthood and the ACLU and joined a 
group of 40 that got the proposed Equal 
Rights Amendment ratifi ed by the state 
legislature in 1972.  

After moving to Chicago, she became 
the fi rst full-time executive director of 
the AIDS Foundation of Chicago in the 
1980s. She also served on the board of 

Center on Halstead – an LGBTQ com-
munity center and later became CEO of 
the Executive Service Corps of Chicago, 
an entity that supported the city’s non-
profi t community.  

Maxine Ann Cohen, class of ’65, who 
also was inducted at the October 20 Sen-
eca ceremony, said Lipetz was the alum-
nus she most looked forward to seeing 
again prior to her death.

“I hadn’t seen Marica since she left 
Louisville, and you lose contact with 
people you were close to,” she said. “I 
really wanted to connect with her again. 
She was one of my favorite people.”

In addition to Lipetz and Cohen, the 
other Jewish inductees were Elaine 
Munsey Tobin (’62), Jerry Steinberg (’62) 
and Anna Smulowitz Shutz (’65).

Louisvillian wins
ORT award

ORT Chicago honored Cayla and Brad 
Weisberg with its 2018 Visionary Lead-
ership Award, describing them as one 
of Chicago’s most dynamic and innova-
tive power couples, “having made a big 
splash in the city’s business and tech 
community in recent years.”

The couple are the son and daughter-
in-law of Frank and Barbara Weisberg, 
who are currently co-chairing the Jewish 
Community of Louisville’s Capital Cam-
paign to build a new J.  

Cayla Weisberg is a partner at Inves-
tHER, a Chicago-based fund that invests 
exclusively in female entrepreneurs with 
emerging technology companies.

Brad Weisberg is CEO and co-founder 
of Snapsheet, a pioneering provider of 
virtual claims technology to personal 
and commercial insurance carriers.

ORT is the world’s largest Jewish 
education and vocational training non-
governmental organization. Founded in 
1880, it is recognized today as a world 
leader in STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) education, with 
schools and programs in over 35 coun-
tries across the globe. 

NEWS

Dr. Karen Berg (photo provided)

Cayla and Brad Weisberg 

Marcia J. Lipetz (photo by Hal Baim, Windy City Times

FLORIDA AND KENTUCKY LICENSED

(502)899-9997
www.jameslfine.com

jfine@jameslfine.com

4175 Westport Road
(Unit 106)

Westwood Office Condominiums
across from Target

THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT

JAMES L. FINE
Attorney, PLLC

WILLS • TRUSTS • CONTRACTS 
KENTUCKY & FLORIDA CLOSINGS ESTATE 
PLANNING • TAXES ESTATE AND TRUST 

SETTLEMENTS

FLORIDA DEEDS INTO TRUST

Happy Chanukah!
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(Editor’s note: To make Around Town more 
user friendly, items for adult education, ser-
vices and regular weekly and monthly events 
are being grouped under separate headings. 
Also, more photos and color will be used to 
make the entire section easier on the eyes.)  

New UofL Jewish studies course
The Jewish Studies program at the 

University of Louisville will offer a new 
course next semester that delves into the 
history of medieval Jewish through the 
arts and literature.

“Representations of Jews in Medieval 
Art and Literature” (Hum 361), taught 
by Professor Pamela Beattie, will meet 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 
11 to 11:50 a.m.

The course will be based  upon sub-
stantial European visual and literary re-
sources to show that the representation 
of Jews and Judaism in western Euro-
pean culture during the Middle Ages was 
shaped by local, geographical, cultural, 
political, and religious circumstances.

The course will give students a “more 
nuanced understanding” of the ideas 
about race, identity, and “otherness” in 
the period from 500-1500. Texts rang-
ing from saints’ lives, ballads, romance 
(including Arthurian literature and the 
Grail Quest tales), drama, songs, histori-
cal narratives, and even polemical trea-
tises, will be studied.

For more information, Contact Beattie 
at pamela.beattie@louisville.edu.

Knit & Qvell Circle
Anshei Sfard’s Knit & Qvell Circle will 

meet at 1 p.m., Thursday, December 6, 
in the Anshei Sfard library, 3700 Dutch-
mans Lane. All knitted items are donated 
to the Jefferson County Public Schools 
Clothes Closet. Call Toby Horvitz at 502-
458-7108 for details. 

Fill the Freezer
The Temple will begin its Fill the 

Freezer event after religious school at 
12:15 pm, Sunday December 9. Please 
pack soups and desserts to fill the freezer 
for congregates who may need help dur-
ing the year. All ages may participate. 
Pizza and drinks will be provided for 
volunteers.

Sandwich Making Mitzvah  
Rabbi David Ariel-Joel will host a 

sandwich-making event for St. Vincent 
de Paul homeless shelter at 2 p.m., Tues-
day, December 25. Call Becky King at 

502-212-2028 to RSVP.
Congregational Pizza and Movie 

Keiley Caster will host a pizza-movie 
night at The Temple on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 11. Pizza will be served at 6:30 p.m.; 
the movie, Woman in Gold, will start at 7 
p.m. Helen Mirren plays Maria Altmann, 
an elderly Jewish woman who attempts 
to reclaim family possessions that were 
seized by the Nazis. Among them is 
a famous portrait of Maria’s beloved 
Aunt Adele. A discussion will follow the 
screening.

 
AJ Trivia Night  

Adath Jeshurun will host Trivia Night 
at 6:30 p.m., Sunday, December 16. Lou-
isville Trivia will be the moderators. The 
cost is $10 (plus tax). Participants are re-
quested to bring canned food items for 
the Sonny & Janet Meyer Food Pantry. 
RSVP prior to December 7 by calling 
502-458-5359 or visiting adathjeshu-
run.com/trivia.

Chinese Dinner and a Movie
The Temple will host its Chinese Din-

ner and Movie on Monday, December 
24. Dinner will start at 6 p.m.; the mov-
ie, at 7 p.m. This year, The Temple will 
screen,Through the Wall. After her fiance 
calls off their wedding a month before 
the ceremony, Michal (Noa Kooler), de-
cides to keep the reservation and trusts 
God will provide a husband.

Music Without Borders  
Adath Jeshurun and the Louisville Or-

chestra will present Music Without Bor-
ders at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, January 17, 
at AJ. Teddy Abrams will conduct three 
works of Russian composer Pyotr Tchai-
kovsky, including the 1812 Overture. 
Tickets may be purchased at louisvil-
leorchestra.org, or by calling 502-587-
8681.

AJ Book Club      
The AJ Book Club is currently reading 

The Patriots by Sana Krasikov. The book 
will be discussed at the next meeting at 
2 p.m., Sunday, January 27. Email Debo-
rah Slosberg at dslosberg@adathje-
shurun.com  or call 502-458-5359.

Adult Education

Melton classes at AJ 
New Melton Classes begin in Decem-

ber: “Beyond Beyond Borders, Tuesdays 
from 6:30 to 7:40 p.m.; “Jewish Music 
in America,” Tuesdays, from 7:50 to 9 
p.m.; “Jewish Music in America,” Thurs-
days from 9:30 to 10:40 a.m.; “Daniel,” 
Thursdays from 10:50 a.m. to noon. To 
register, contact Louisville Melton Direc-
tor Deborah Slosberg at 502-458-5359 or 
dslosberg@adathjeshurun.com. 

The Temple classes  
The Temple holds a series of adult edu-

cation classes during the year.
On Mondays, “Advanced Hebrew: The 

Temple Torah Study Circle” with Rap-
port meets from 6 to 7 p.m., and “Text 
Study: Beliefs and Lessons From Our Bi-
ble.” With Ariel-Joel, “Beginning Hebrew 
Part 2” with Mark Goldstein and “Basic 
Judaism-Holy Days and Festivals with 
Rapport all run from 7 to 8 p.m.

On Wednesdays “Building Character: 
Jewish Principles of How to be a Good 
Person” with Rabbi David Ariel-Joel 
meets from 9:30 to 10:35 a.m. and “The 
Torah of our Lives” with Rabbi Joe Rooks 
Rapport meets 10:45 a.m. to noon.

Contact The Temple for details.

Weekly/Monthly Happenings

Pragmatic spirituality disucssion    
Dr. Courtney Snyder and Marty Sny-

der lead a discussion based on universal 
themes expressed by spiritual thinkers 
on Sundays at 10 a.m. at Adath Jeshu-
run. The December 2 topic is “Aspiring 
to be a Shamas Candle this Chanukah: 
Illuminating Others.” On December 9, 
the topic is “To Honestly and Compas-
sionately Try to Understand Another’s 
Perspective.”

Lunch and Learn    
Rabbi Michael Wolk will lead his next 

Lunch and Learn at noon, Thursday, 
December 6, at The Bristol on Main 
Street. The class, not including food, is 
free. RSVP to mwolk@kenesethisrael.
com.  

Kabalah Month by Month  
Keneseth Israel Cantor Sharon Hordes 

will guide a group through kabalistic 
teachings and meditations related to 
each Hebrew month’s holidays, Torah 
portions, healing areas and astrologi-
cal connections. It meets every second 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. The next session 
is December 13.

No Shush Shabbat
Temple Shalom’s next No Shush 

Shabbat will be held at 6:30 p.m., Fri-
day, December 14. Rabbi Beth Jacowitz 
Chottiner will lead the family-friendly 
PowerPoint service and Benji Berlow 
will be the song leader. A pot luck dinner 
will follow.

Senior Lunch Bunch
Temple Shalom will hold its next Se-

nior Lunch Bunch at 1 p.m., Wednesday, 
December 19, at Mitchell’s Fish Market, 
4031 Summit Plaza Drive.

Torah study 
Cantor Sharon Hordes and Lisa Flan-

nery will lead the next Torah Yoga class 
at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, December 20, at 
Keneseth Israel.  Temple Shalom and 
Hadassah co-sponsor the class.

Saturday Torah study  
Rabbi David Ariel-Joel leads Torah 

study at The Temple on Saturdays at 9 
a.m. Services follow. There will be cof-
fee, bagels and cream cheese. 

Jews and Brews  
Rabbi Michael Wolk leads a Torah 

study session over coffee Wednesdays at 
11 a.m. in The J library.

Bridge Club  
Keneseth Israel Bridge Club meets 

Mondays from 1 to 3 p.m. in the small 
chapel. RSVP to gwishnia@gmail.
com.   

Coats, clothes for the homeless  
Temple Shalom is collecting gently 

used coats and clothes for girls, boys, 
men and women of all ages. Please bring 
donations to Temple Shalom. A bin is 
located in the hallway near the water 
fountain.

Worship

Celebration Shabbat   
All who celebrate a birthday or anni-

versary in December may participate in 
a group aliyah during Shabbat morning 
worship services at Adath Jeshurun, 9:30 
a.m., Saturday, December 1.  

Volunteer Shabbat   
The Temple will hold a special Shab-

bat service to honor its volunteers at 7 
p.m., Friday, December 7.

End of Genesis Celebration   
The Temple’s Infamous No-Rehearsal 

Brotherhood Choir will perform at the 
Torah celebration during Shabbat ser-
vices at 10:30 a.m., December 8. at 10:30 
am. The Temple Brotherhood will spon-
sor the oneg, featuring Gravlax, matzo 
and bourbon. 

Shabbat Around the World   
Keneseth Israel will host Shabbat 

Around the World at 6 p.m., Friday, De-
cember 14. KI member Michael Dieden-
hofen will lead a discussion about grow-
ing up in Germany, and a Shabbat meal 
featuring a German-themed menu ca-
tered by Naked Hummus will be served. 
Cost is $10 for adults, $5 for children, 
free for kids under 6. Prices include a 6 
percent sales tax. RSVP by December 3. 
Send checks to Keneseth Israel or pay 
online at kenesethisrael.com/pay-
ment.

AJ Shabbat Scholars  
Dr. Elliott Rosengarten will be Adath 

Jeshurun’s Shabbat Scholar at 12:15 pm

continued on page 22
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 A UofL course will look at Medieval Jewry through the 
lens of the arts.  
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Saturday, January 5. His topic will be 
“Happy New You,” an introduction to his 
new adult education course, Kabbalah 1, 
which will start on Sunday, January 6.

Chanukah

Unite for Light   
Chabad will host Unite for Light at 

4 p.m., Sunday, December 2 – the fi rst 
night of Chanukah – at Fourth Street 
Live. City leaders, including Jews, Mus-
lims, and Christians, will come together. 
The eleven victims of the Pittsburgh 
shootings and the two of the Kroger at-
tack will be remembered. Mayor Greg 
Fischer will light a giant chanukiah. 
There is no charge to attend. Contact 
chabad@chabadky.com for details.

AJ Family Chanukah Bash    
Adath Jeshurun’s Family Chanukah 

Bash is slated for 6:15 p.m., Sunday, 
December 2. The Chanukah dinner will 
include traditional potato latkes, lasa-
gna, salad and sufganiyot. Bring your 
own chanukiah for a community candle-
lighting and make your own Chanukah 
candles with Rabbi Diane Tracht. Cost is 
$5 (plus tax) for adults, free for children 

12 and under. RSVP by November 26 at 
adathjeshurun.com/chanukahdin-
ner or by calling 502-458-5359.
Chanukah at Paddock Shops   

A giant outdoor chanukiah will be lit 
at 6 p.m., Wednesday, December 5, at 
the Paddock Shops in Louisville. Warm 
drinks, latkes, holiday will be served. 
There is no charge. Contact chabad@
chabadky.com for details.  

Chanukah Tikkun Olam  
Keneseth Israel will make sandwiches 

and care packages from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, December 6, then deliver 
them to the homeless downtown. Bring 
your own supplies (bread, peanut but-
ter and jelly, blankets, underwear, socks, 
fl ashlights, etc.) Chanukah candles to-
gether before leaving.

Chanukah sing-along  
Adath Jeshurun Cantor David Lipp 

will be at The Glenview at 7 p.m., Thurs-
day, December 6, in the Seinfeld Room, 
for an evening of chanukiah-lighting, 
singing, coffee and dessert. Bring a cha-
nukiah for a community candle-lighting. 
Candles will be provided.  

 
Latke bar at distillery  

Young Jewish Professionals 21 and 

over will tour The Peerless Distilling 
Company on 10th and Main Street at 
7 p.m. Thursday, December 6. A tast-
ing will follow. There will be chanukiah 
lighting. Space is limited. Contact rab-
bishmully@jewishlearning.center.
Women’s latke contest    

The Neshi/Women of Valor Club will 
hold a Chanukah party at 7:30 p.m., Sat-
urday, December 8. A latke-making con-
test will be held, along with crafts. The 
event is for women ages 12 and up. Con-
tact chabad@chabadky.com.

Family skate event  
A family Skate at the Alpine Ice Are-

na will be held from 5 to 7 p.m., Sun-
day, December 9.  Bring a warm item of 
clothing to be donated to JFCS. Latkes 
and refreshments will be served and a 
chanukiah will be lit on the ice. There is 
no charge. Contact chabad@chabadky.
com for details.  

Hanukkah Palooza  
Temple Shalom will hold its annual 

Hanukkah Palooza at 5:30 p.m. Satur-
day, December 8. In addition to the din-
ner of brisket and latkes, havdalah will be 
held followed by carnival games for kids; 
bingo, poker and mah jong for adults, 
and a raffl e to benefi t the Sonny & Janet 
Meyer Food Pantry. Cost is $10, free for 
kids 12 and under. RSVP by December 
5 to Temple Shalom at 502-458-4739 or 
information@templeshalomky.org.  

Young Adult Pottery Painting      
The Temple Young Adult Group will cel-
ebrate Chanukah by painting pottery at 
6 p.m., Saturday, December 8, at Stone-
ware & Co., 731 Brent St. Candles will be 
lit and a nosh will be served. The event is 
for ages 22-36.

Vodka-Latke Chanukah party  
Keneseth Israel will hold its Vodka-

Latke Chanukah party at 7:30 p.m., Sat-
urday, December 8, at Vines on Bard-
stown Road. Havdalah will be held 
followed by cocktails, a latke bar, appe-
tizers and music. Cost is $5. You must be 
at least 21. Send checks to KI or pay at
kenesethisrael.com/payment.

Anshei Sfard chanukah party, contest   
Anshei Sfard will celebrate Chanukah 

at 6 p.m., Sunday, December 9, at the 
synagogue. A concert featuring Simply 
Tsfat will follow dinner. Cost is $18 for 
adults, $7 for children 5-12), free for kids 
under 4. There is a $60 maximum per 
immediate family. RSVP by Wednesday, 
December 5 by calling 502-451-3122 or 
reserve on Facebook.

KI/KIP Chanukah festival     
Keneseth Israel and KIP will celebrate 

Chanukah on Sunday, December 9 fol-
lowing 6 p.m. minyan. There will be 
doughnuts, songs, dreidels, games, a 
bounce house, arts and crafts.     

INVEST IN  
ISRAEL BONDS

This is not an offering, which can be 
made only by prospectus. Read the 
prospectus carefully before investing to 
fully evaluate the risks associated with 
investing in Israel bonds. Member FINRA

Development Corporation for Israel
2700 East Main Street, Suite 103
Columbus, OH 43209
columbus@israelbonds.com 
614.453.0699 

חנוכה שמח!
Happy Hanukkah !

CELEBRATE
HANUKKAH

With Gifts of Israel Bonds

ISRAELBONDS.COM
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LIFECYCLE
B’nai Mitzvah

Jared Marc Tuvlin
Jared Marc Tuv-

lin, son of Jennifer 
and Jeffrey Tuvlin 
and brother of An-
drew and Ethan, 
will be called to the 
Torah as a bar mitz-
vah at 10:30 a.m., 
Saturday, January 
5, at The Temple.

Jared is the 
grandson of Ruth and Ron Greenberg 
and Rita and Bernie Tuvlin.

A seventh grader at Meyzeek Middle 
School, Jared is a member of the bas-
ketball team, Beta Club and Kentucky 
United Nations Assembly.  He attends 
URJ 6 Points Sports Academy in North 
Carolina and loves spending time with 
his friends, playing basketball, football 
and video games.

For his bar mitzvah project, Jared, 
who has had food allergies his whole life, 
purchased teal pumpkins (in support of 
FARE—Food Allergy Research & Edu-
cation) and filled them with non-food 
Halloween treats. These pumpkins were 
dropped off at local schools for Hallow-
een parties when children with allergies 
often cannot consume what is provided 
to the class.

Jared and his family invite the com-
munity to celebrate his bar mitzvah and 
join them for the kiddush luncheon fol-
lowing the service.

Engagements
Goldenberg-Bachmann

Vycki Golden-
berg-Minstein and 
Anthony Minstein, 
Glen and Terri 
Goldenberg joy-
fully announce 
the engagement 
of their son, Marc 
Goldenberg to Hai-
ley Bachmann.

Hailey is the 
daughter of Drs. 

Brad and Michelle Bachmann of Hous-
ton, Texas. Marc is the grandson of Ann 
and Nat Zimmerman, Herb and Bonnie 
Levine, and the late Jack and Frankie 
Goldenberg.

The couple met on their Birthright 
trip in 2017 and are residing in Denver, 
Colorado.

Obituaries
Gita Shneydman

Gita Shneydman died Wednesday, Oc-
tober 24, 2018, at her home in Louisville. 
She was 81.

She was preceded in death by her son, 
Eduard.   

Gita is survived by her husband of 62 
years, Leyzer; her son, Fema; grandson, 
Joshua and her brothers, Arkady So-
loveychick, Mikhail Soloveychick and 
Gennady Palitsky. 

She was an embroiderer and previous-
ly owned a shop with her husband.     

Funeral services were held Friday, Oc-
tober 26, at Herman Meyer & Son, Inc., 
1338 Ellison Avenue. Burial followed in 
The Temple Cemetery.

 
Inez H. Segell

Inez H. Segell died Friday, November 

9, 2018. She was 91.
Born in New 

Haven, Connecti-
cut, she was one 
of five daughters of 
the late Irving and 
Anna Herlands. 

Inez was pre-
ceded in death by 
her son, Dr. Jeffrey 
Lewis Cohen, in 
1990, and three sis-
ters, Selma Levin, 

Barbara Routman and Gertrude Stro-
gatz. 

Her husband, Jack Segell, who died in 
2004, was Kentucky Commissioner of 
Commerce during the administration of 
Governor John Y. Brown.

Inez gave her time to many different  
organizations: 20th Anniversary Com-
mittee, Kentucky  Center for the Arts, 
2003; Inaugural for Metro-Mayor, Jerry 
Abramson, 2003; Honorary Chair Cen-
ter for Women and Families “Women of 
Distinction” Dinner, 2002; Chair, Gallery 
of “Women of Distinction” Center for 
Women and Families, 1999; Commit-
tee for Celebration, 10th Anniversary 
of Women of Distinction, 1997; Chair, 
“Fanfara,” Louisville Orchestra Opening 
Night, 1995; Inaugural Committee, Gov-
ernor Paul Patton, 1995; Women of Dis-
tinction Award from Women and Fami-
lies Center, 1995; Chair, Mayor Jerry 
Abramson’s Swearing-in Ceremony, the 
Dinner, the Inaugural Ball 1994, 1990; 
Chairman, Breeders’ Cup Gala, featur-
ing Barbara Mandrell and Bernadette 
Peters, 1988-1991.

She was a board member of the Ken-
tucky Center for the Arts, 1988-1992; 
Kentucky Arts Council, 1985-1993; Ken-
tucky Civil Rights Advisory Board, 1989-

1993 and the Kentucky Show, Water 
Tower Art Association 1980-1984; Louis-
ville Ballet. 

She was chairman of Glade House II, 
in memory of her son; Chairman of “Can-
dlelight Walk”, 1983; the Gover¬nor’s 
Awards in the Arts, 1986-1992; Opening 
Night Committee of Kentucky Center for 
the Arts; co-chair¬man, “Save the Man-
sions,” opening the mansion tours, 1983; 
President of the Brandeis university Na-
tional Women’s Committee, Louisville 
Chapter, 1980; secretary of Prevention of 
Child Abuse of State of Kentucky.

During the 1980s, she was a board 
member for eight years of The Guild 
of the Jewish Hospital and started the 
Barbara Fund. She chaired the Junior 
Achievement Dinner, United Jewish Ap-
peal Com-mittee and Frederick Law Ol-
msted Parks Committee; and other or-
ganizations and events throughout the 
Commonwealth.

During the 1960’s, while living in Cin-
cinnati, she was Chair, Decorations of 
“The Angel Ball” for National Council 
of Jewish Women, Gift Cart Committee; 
Brandeis University National Women’s 
Committee, Cincinnati Chapter; and 
Isaac M. Wise Temple Sisterhood. 

Inez is survived by her son, Dr. Rich-
ard Harrison Cohen, loving daughter in-
law, Dr. Sanda Cohen; grandsons, Ross 
(Sarah) Cohen, Dr. Eric (Allison) Cohen 
and Reed Cohen; and sister, Vere Stro 
gatz of Baltimore. She was laid to rest 
at the Temple Cemetery during a private 
service. Expressions of sympathy may 
be made to River Fields Inc., 1201 Sto-
ry Ave, Suite 215, Louisville, KY 40206 
or The Speed Art Museum, 2035 South 
Third Street, Louisville.

 continued on page 24
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Mildred “Milly” Radin
Mildred “Milly” 

Radin, 90, passed 
away Friday, No-
vember 9, 2018, 
at Sunrise Senior 
Living. She was 
preceded in death 
by her beloved 
husband, Seymour 
Radin.

A life member of 
Hadassah and the 

Congregation Adath Jeshurun, Milly en-
joyed playing cards, mahjong, and sing-
ing in the choir at AJ.

She is survived by her children, Deb-
by Greenberg (Wayne) and Cliff Radin 
(Sharon); her grandchildren, Jennifer 
Dye, Mindy Greenberg, Nikki Radin, Jar-
ed Radin, and her great-granddaughter 
Sophia Dye.

Funeral services were held Monday, 
November 12, at Herman Meyer & Son, 
Inc., 1338 Ellison Ave. Interment fol-
lowed in Adath Jeshurun Cemetery. Mil-
ly’s family would like to thank the staff at 
Hosparus of Louisville and Sunrise Se-
nior Living for the wonderful and com-
passionate care provided to her during 
her stay.

Donations may be made to Hosparus 
of Louisville, 3532 Ephraim McDowell 
Drive, Louisville, KY 40205 or the char-
ity of your choice.

Rachel Pack
Rachel Pack 

passed away peace-
fully from natural 
causes on Thurs-
day, October 11, 
2018, at her home 
in Massapequa, 
New York. She was 
88.

Born and raised 
in New York City, 
Rachel went on to 

marry business entrepreneur Seymour 
Pack, who passed away in 1974.

A graduate of the New York Restau-
rant School, she  became well known for 
her mouth-watering cuisine, unique hu-
mor, positive thinking and unforgettably 
warm personality. 

Rachel worked at Misonix in Farming-
dale, New York until 2015.

For years, she was an active member 
of Temple Sinai in Massapequa, leading 
the sisterhood and spear-heading ground 
breaking events.

Rachel is survived by her children Car-
ey Pack (Linda), Susan Pack Kommor 
(Steve), Eugene Pack (Dayle); her grand-
children Stephen Pack (Lauren), Daniel 
Pack (Leah), Siona Horowitz (Jordan), 
and Deena Horowitz; and her brother 
Manny Sion.

A private memorial service was held 
at the Star of David Memorial Chapel on 
October 14. In lieu of fl owers, donations 
may be made to Temple Sinai of Mass-
apequa, 270 Clocks Blvd., Massapequa, 
NY 11758. Condolences may be sent to 
the Pack family, P.O. Box 4264, Louis-
ville, KY 40204.

Dorothy K. Schulman
Dorothy K. 

Schulman passed 
away peacefully on 
the morning of No-
vember 2, 2018. 

A larger than life 
personality whose 
mahjong friends 
nick named her 
“The General,” 
Dorothy loved ani-

mals, doing needlepoint and ceramics, 
and collecting wildlife art. 

She was a Louisville native and a grad-
uate of Atherton High School. She mar-
ried her beloved husband, Howard K. 
Schulman in 1959. He preceded her in 
death in December of 2017. She was also 
predeceased by her parents, Ben and 
Bessie Kroopkin. 

One of her passions was breeding, 
showing, and judging purebred dogs. 
She was a licensed judge with the Ameri-
can Kennel Club for many years and 
bred and owned numerous top-winning 
collies, doberman pinschers, and Lhasa 
Apsos. 

Dorothy’s greatest pride was her three 
sons and her four grandchildren. She 
was always happy to tell everyone about 
their many talents and accomplish-
ments. 

She is survived by her sons Harry 
“Butch” Schulman (Robin), Thomas 
Schulman (Madison), Brian Schulman 
(Noël); and her grandchildren Benjamin 
Schulman, Halle Schulman, Matthew 
Schulman, and Emily Schulman.

In lieu of fl owers, contributions may 
be made to either the Collie Health 
Foundation, or the Doberman Pinscher 
Health Foundation. 

Funeral services were held Monday, 
November 5, 2018, at Herman Meyer & 
Son, Inc., 1338 Ellison Ave., Interment 
followed at Adath Jeshurun Cemetery.

Eileen Marcia Hacker
Eileen Marcia 

Hacker passed 
away Sunday, No-
vember 4, 2018, in 
Louisville following 
a long illness.

She was born 
in Chicago on Oc-
tober 27, 1942, a 
daughter of the late 
Edith and Max Raf-
fi n. While growing 

up there, Eileen was part of a gang of 10 
girls who became close friends. They did 
everything together.

Sixty-fi ve years later, those women are 
still friends and communicate frequent-
ly. This was a trait of Eileen’s. She could 
make friends and retained them over 
time even though they were separated 
by distance.

Eileen arrived in Louisville in August 
1979 and became a member of The 
Temple, the National Council of Jewish 
Women and a supporter of the U.S. Ho-
locaust Memorial Museum.

She volunteered for 12 years with 
Meals on Wheels and partnered in the 
start-up of the woman’s boutique Rodeo 
Drive, where she worked until her retire-
ment.

She also worked in banking and credit 
unions, the clothing industry and for the 
American Hospital Association.

In addition to her parents, Hacker was 
preceded in death by her sister, Rivian 
Greenberg.

She is survived by her husband, Rich-
ard Hacker, to whom she was married 
for 39 years; her surviving son, Gregory 
Mirkin and his wife Gretchen, of Balti-
more; Richard’s son, Brad W. Hacker, 
of Nashville, Tennessee; two grandsons, 
Jack W. Hacker and Ryan R. Hacker, 
both of Nashville; their mother, Beki Ka-
zanofski and their step-father, Paulie.  

Eileen dedicated her time and ef-
fort to  her loving relationship with the 
two boys. She engaged them by holding 
“Nana’s Camp,” which consisted of mul-
tiple days with Nana Eileen and Papa 
Ritchie and included trips to New York, 
Washington (including a special tour of 
the Pentagon), Baltimore, Cincinnati 
and many other activities.

A special memorial service honor-
ing her life was held at The Temple on 
Thursday, November 8. Expressions of 
sympathy may be made to The Temple.  

Rosalie Eskind
Rosalie Eskind 

(“Rosie”), a found-
ing member of 
Temple Shalom, 
died Sunday, No-
vember 11, 2018, 
at her residence in 
Treyton Oak Tow-
ers in Louisville.

She was born Ro-
salie Helen Harris 
on September 28, 

1924, at the old Jewish Hospital, the sec-
ond daughter of the late Sara Taporski 
Harris and Benjamin Oscar Harris.

Rosalie grew up in Old Louisville, 
where her father had a pharmacy. She 
always told the story of how she and her 
cousin, Marjorie Cohen, would share 
one pair of skates, skating one-footed 
together down the sidewalks of First 
Street. They were ranked numbers 2 and 
1 at Louisville Girls High School, where 
she graduated in 1942. 

She pursued a degree in journalism 
at the University of Louisville. As editor 
of the Cardinal student newspaper, she 
took up many of the issues that would 
engage her for the rest of her life, includ-
ing civil rights, expanding educational 
opportunities, and social justice.

“I cannot remain silent in the face 
of the deepening contradictions of our 
economic system,” she wrote during 
World War II. “I cannot remain silent 
at the denial of full democratic rights 
to 13,000,000 American citizens, simply 

because their skins are black instead of 
white.” 

In April 1945, Rosalie married the late 
Dr. Harold G. Eskind and they estab-
lished a family, an iconic home, and a 
medical practice in the Highlands for 57 
years.

Rosalie enjoyed theatre, music – espe-
cially opera – travel and art. A founder of 
Temple Shalom, Rosalie was active with 
the League of Women Voters, the Louis-
ville Area Association for Mental Health, 
Inc., and she chaired Planned Parent-
hood of Louisville and Planned Parent-
hood of Kentucky. As an educator, Rosie 
taught English as a second language to 
displaced persons following World War 
II. She also visited public schools to lead 
frank discussions about sex education, 
saying it was one class where the kids 
paid attention.

In addition to her parents and hus-
band, she was preceded in death by her 
lifetime friend and cousin, Marjorie Co-
hen Caplan.

Rosie is survived by three loving chil-
dren, Andrew of Rochester, New York 
(Mary Panzer), Robert of Philadelphia 
(Debora Kodish), and Jean Kral of Lou-
isville (Dr. Kenneth Kral); her grandchil-
dren, Benjamin Eskind of Rochester, 
Sarah Kodish-Eskind of Philadelphia, 
Ruth Kodish-Eskind of Olympia, Wash-
ington, Meredith Kral, Adrienne Kral 
Gibson, and Michelle Kral Magrum, all 
of Louisville; and one great-grandson, 
Sawyer Harold Gibson.    

Memorial donations may be made 
to Temple Shalom of Louisville and to 
Planned Parenthood of Indiana and 
Kentucky.  A memorial service will be 
held at a later date.

LIFECYCLE

When you put Welenken CPAs on your team, you 
gain a partner that is focused on your overall 
financial well-being. 

Specializing in personalized accounting services 
for businesses, associations, and individuals,  
we are ready to go to work for you.

We’re CPA strategists!

502 585 3251         www.welenken.com 
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FORUM
The Jewish Community of Louisville gratefully acknowledges 

donations to the following

JCC SECOND CENTURY FUNDS 
AND OTHER ENDOWMENTS

3600 Dutchmans Lane • Louisville, KY 40205
502-459-0660 • jewishlouisville.org OF LOUISVILLE

Jewish Federation

JOSEPH FINK B.B.Y.O. COMMUNITY SERVICE 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
IN MEMORY OF DANNY MUELLER
WISHING A SPEEDY RECOVERY FOR EDWARD WISE 
IN HONOR OF THE MARRIAGE OF JENNIFER AND ZACH DIANE FINK
 
STUART PRESSMA YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT FUND
IN MEMORY OF NAOMI PRESSMA
 DON, BETH AND AMY KESSLER AND ANDREW FORD

NAOMI & BORIS PRESSMA GROUNDS
BEAUTIFICATION FUND
IN MEMORY OF NAOMI PRESSMA
 JILL, DAN, MALLORY & PHILLIP WHITTEN
 SARA & HOWARD WAGNER

LOUIS LEVY & WILMA PROBST LEVY FILM AND 
THEATER ARTS FUND
WISHING A SPEEDY RECOVERY TO FELICE SACHS
WISHING A SPEEDY RECOVERY TO ROBIN STRATTON
 SARA & HOWARD WAGNER

ANN & COLEMAN FRIEDMAN CHILDREN’S
JUDAIC ACTIVITIES
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTH OF THE GRANDSON OF MADELINE & JERRY ABRAMSON
 SARA & HOWARD WAGNER

SIDNEY WINCHELL YOUTH LOUNGE FUND
IN HONOR OF THE SPECIAL BIRTHDAY OF FRANCES WINCHELL
 JUDGE ESTELLE 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF LOUISVILLE 
ALSO GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES

DONATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING

STUART PRESSMA YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
IN MEMORY OF NAOMI PRESSMA
 CHARLES MADANICK
GAIL GILBERT
AMY & LEE BENOVITZ

JEWISH FEDERATION OF LOUISVILLE 
IN MEMORY OF THOSE LOST AT SQUIRREL HILL
 CAROLYN KEELEEN
IN MEMORY OF JOYCE FIENBERG, RICH GOTTFRIED, ROSE MALLINGER, JERRY 
RABINOWITZ, CECIL ROSENTHAL, DAVID ROSENTHAL, BERNICE SIMON, SYLVAN 
SIMON, DANIEL STEIN, MELVIN WAX, AND IRVING YOUNGER
 CARA MARCO

JCC CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  
IN MEMORY OF NAOMI PRESSMA
 IRENE & JIM KARP

SANDRA K. BERMAN SHALOM LOUISVILLE 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
IN MEMORY OF JOANN HADDAD
 HARRIS BERMAN
IN HONOR OF THE SPECIAL BIRTHDAY OF FRANCES R. WINCHELL
IN HONOR OF THE 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF SALLY AND AL WAX
 ALAN & JANICE GLAUBINGER
 SI WOLF 
 RUBY GORDON
 ELAINE WEISBERG

LOUISVILLIAN
continued from page 13 

ing to the shootings to find time to take 
care of themselves.

Much of the hard work of therapy 
and counseling, will now be about 
restoring a sense of normal and safety, 
she added.

“A huge part of our work is exactly 
that, normalization,” Ballen said. “The 
focus should be on the general safety 

and the emphasized safety. This is gen-
erally a safe neighborhood and gener-
ally a safe synagogue, and what hap-
pened is really an exception to the rule. 
It’s especially important that children 
be reminded of that.”

But even professional caregivers like 
herself can struggle with the reality of 
what happened.

“We stood outside of Tree of Life last 
night, she said, “and I tell you, it just hit 
me in the kishkes.”

TOGETHER
continued from page 11 

“Every time someone takes a gun and 
creates a tragedy, what is the response 
from our leaders, those who have the 
power to make our country safer, our 
cities safer, our schools, our syna-
gogues, our churches and our grocery 
stores safer?” he asked. “They act as if 
nothing can be done.”

Rabbi Simcha Snaid of Anshei Sfard, 
in what may be the first time an Ortho-
dox rabbi has spoken from the bima of 
Temple Shalom, a Reform synagogue, 
read aloud the names of the dead from 
the Tree of Life shootings.

Rabbi Laura Metzger, who said “we 
need prayer,” called upon the assembly 
to pray aloud in their own words. For 
a few minutes, the sanctuary was alive 
with a low, married murmer of chants, 
words and music.

Sara Klein Wagner, president and 
CEO of the Jewish Community of Lou-
isville, which organized the vigil, called 
on everyone to “commit” to a “loving, 
caring and safe community for children 

and for our future.”
She acknowledged the task is “ex-

hausting” and “overwhelming” but it 
can still be done.

“It’s our collective responsibility to 
speak up, to speak out and to educate 
others,” Wagner said.

Rabbi Robert Slosberg read Psalm 
118, Cantor David David Lipp sang 
Psalm 23, Cantor Sharon Hordes sang 
Gesher Tzar Me’od, and Rabbi Gaylia 
R. Rooks read a poem she had written 
“five minutes after Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated in 
1995,” which resonated in the wake of 
the Pittsburgh and Kroger shootings, 
too.

Rabbi Stanley Miles, who opened the 
program, invited the multiethnic crowd 
of Jews, Christians and Muslims to the 
synagogue of their choice the follow-
ing weekend as part of the Nationwide 
#ShowUpFor Shabbat campaign spon-
sored by the AJC.

Attending a synagogue that weekend, 
Miles said, will “prove to the haters 
they’ll never win.”

Community ads bring results!
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LOUISVILLE MELTON
Trimester 2 Classes

Foundations of Jewish Family Living - Monday Class

BEYOND Beyond Borders - Tuesday Night Class

Daniel - Thursday Morning Class

For more information on the classes, please visit
jewishlouisville.org/melton

Jewish Music in America - Tuesday and Thursday Class

January 14 - April 8 Every Second Monday of Each Month

December 11 - May 28 Every Tuesday

December 13 - March 7 Every Thursday

December 11 - March 5 Every Tuesday and Thursday Night

December 13 - March 7 Every Tuesday and Thursday Morning

6:30 - 7:30 P.M.
Instructor: Lisa Rothstein Goldberg
Cost: $36

Cost: $175 or $125 with Book

Cost: $125

Cost: $125

Instructor: Ed Segal

Instructor: Rabbi Metzger

Instructor: Cantor Lipp

6:30 - 9:00 P.M.

10:50 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

7:50 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.

9:30 - 10:40 A.M.
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JACOBS
continued from page 9

people where they are. Don’t have one 
size fits all; don’t have one doorway that 
everyone has to walk through.” 

A congregational rabbi longer than 
all his predecessors combined, Jacobs 
said he knows there are many ways to 
keep b’nai mitzvah students engaged.

And he knows that services, the very 

heart of religious life, have always 
evolved. The Reform movement had 
very little Hebrew in its 19th century 
liturgy and the organ was the primary 
sanctuary instrument of the day.

“That’s not at all the Reform move-
ment of today,” he said. “Change is 
fundamental to the living, breathing or-
ganism that is the Jewish community.”

Synagogues approach education dif-
ferently today. “Hebrew, as we knew it, 
is really no longer the way young people 

learn. Families learn, we learn in infor-
mal settings. Camp works because it is 
an immersive experience.” Jacobs sug-
gested that if synagogues threw away 
their formal curricula and took fami-
lies away for five weekends a year, more 
“impactful learning” would take place 
then coming to synagogue Tuesdays 
and Thursdays for two hours.

He rejects the notion that unaffiliated 
Jews should be ignored. 

“There are more Jews outside our 

walls today than inside,” he said. 
“There are people who have said let’s 
just work with the people within ours 
walls, give them all our resources, all 
our attention, but I see people who 
come from outside our walls who don’t 
just get involved, they become the rab-
bis and the presidents and the cantors, 
the educators and the heads of the ritu-
al committee. There are people beyond 
the walls who we should be engaging.”

CAMPAIGN
continued from page 1 

with this message are activities we have 
done or are already doing.

 Co-sponsoring a Syrian Refugee fam-
ily, activities with Habitat for Humanity, 
planning and participating in the annual 

Hunger Walk are all a part of what this 
campaign is about.

Anti-Semitism and acts of hate are 
a growing phenomenon, statistics bear 
that out.  Our hope is that #LoveTheS-
tranger will inspire people to care more, 
do more, and work to make Louisville 
live up to its ideals of compassion and 
tolerance.

Our world was diminished and col-
lectively we share the impact of these 
recent acts of hate. The most meaning-
ful tribute and respect we can give to the 
thirteen victims and their families is to 
combat hate groups and to make diver-
sity and equality the core ideal of our 
community and our country.

Sara Klein Wagner is president and 
CEO of the (Jewish Community of Lou-
isville. Matt Goldberg is director of the 
Jewish Community Relations Council.) 
Story origionally appeared in the Courier 
Journal

ABRAMSON
continued from page 1 

nickname “Mayor for Life.” His three 
consecutive terms as mayor of the City 
of Louisville (1986-1999) were followed 

by two terms as may   or of the merged 
Louisville Metro government (2003-
2010). During his tenure, Louisville ex-
perienced unprecedented growth.

Abramson also was president of the 
National Conference of Mayors from 

1993-94.
He served as Kentucky’s lieutenant 

governor under Steve Beshear from 
2011-14. He then joined the Obama ad-
ministration in 2014 as director of Inter-
governmental Affairs, a position he held 

until January 2017.
Abramson currently is executive in 

residence at Spalding University in Lou-
isville. 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
Preschool Cooking Class | Mondays 4:30-5:30pm 
Preschool Sports & Games | Thursdays 4:30-5:00pm 
Preschool Creative Arts and Movement | Fridays 4:30-5:30pm  
Classes are open to children 2-5 years old.  
Contact Katelyn Graves at kgraves@jewishlouisville.org

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2  |  10:00 AM 
Shalom Baby & PJ Library Chanukah Celebration 
Please join Shalom Baby and PJ Library for a musical Chanukah celebration 
located at The J’s Patio Gallery! We will have a latke bar, read a Chanukah 
story and make a craft. Bring a canned good to donate to the JFCS Food 
Pantry.

REGISTER ONLINE by November 30. 
www.jewishlouisville.org/PJ-Chanukah

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 & 9  |  2:00 PM 
How I Became a Pirate Public Performance!  
CenterStage’s professional theatre touring group will be presenting its Fall 
show at the J for the general public! Run time: approx. 1 hour. Dress like a 
pirate and come ARGGGG with us! Suitable for kids of ALL ages! 

Buy Tickets: www.jewishlouisville.org/pirate

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7  |  5:00 - 7:00 PM 
Family Hanukkah Festival 
Come play dreidel, eat latkes, and make some holiday crafts! Party is open to 
all. We will be serving latkes and sufganiyot (doughnuts). Come learn about the 
festival of lights at the J. We hope to see you there!

Register: www.jewishlouisville.org/hanukkah-family-festival

DECEMBER 24 - JANUARY 4 
Camp J Winter Camp!  
Winter camp is a fun, engaging and exciting experience, just like summer 
camp! Every camper will discover, grow and learn within the supportive and 
safe environment that Camp J provides. Swimming, arts, sports, and special 
events every day! Sign up for one day or all nine!

Register: https://jewishlouisville.org/winter-camp

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION 
Traditional camps will open by December. Specialty camps will open in 
JanuaryEarly bird specials will be offered – stay tuned for more information!

www.jewishlouisville.org/camp

Contact campj@jewishlouisville.org for more information.

ANTI-BDS
continued from page 1

 
Benjamin Netanyahu on his recent trip 
to Israel. Seconds before or after the 
photo was taken, Bevin said, the prime 
minster encouraged him to take up the 
anti-BDS issue.

“This is a powerful statement that’s 
being made,” he said.

Israel Ambassador Ron Dermer la-
beled the BDS movement as “anti-Sem-

itism” and a “moral assault against Is-
rael.” 

He said companies invest in the Jew-
ish state, not because they are Zionists, 
but because Israel is a “global techno-
logical power.”

In cyber technology alone, he said, 
Israel accounts for 20 percent of global 
investment.

“Israel is punching 200 times above 
its weight.” 

Also speaking at the ceremony were 
Matt Goldberg, director of the Jewish 

Community Relations Council; David 
Wicker, congressional liaison for Chris-
tians United For Israel; and Judith Var-
nai Shorer, Israel’s consul general in At-
lanta, spoke at the ceremony.

Kentucky is the 26th state to enact 
some form of an anti-BDS law or execu-
tive order.

Those states are South Carolina, Il-
linois, Florida, Colorado, Arizona, Geor-
gia, Indiana, Iowa, Alabama, Rhode 
Island, New Jersey, California, Pennsyl-
vania, New York, Michigan, Ohio, Ar-

kansas, Texas, Nevada, 
Minnesota, Kansas, North Carolina, 

Maryland, Wisconsin and Louisiana.
The vast majority of those states have 

ant-BDS laws as opposed to executive 
orders, said Stephanie Hausner, deputy 
director of the Israel Action Network.

No state has passed a pro-BDS mea-
sure, Hausner said. There have been 
efforts to get American universities to 
divest funds, she added, but none have 
succeeded.  



LUNG CANCER SCREENINGS 
LOCATIONS AND HOURS

Medical Center Jewish Southwest 
Monday – Friday | 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Saturday | 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.

Sts. Mary and Elizabeth Hospital 
Monday – Saturday | 7 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Medical Center Jewish Northeast 
Monday – Friday | 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Medical Center Jewish East 
Monday – Friday | 7 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Medical Center Jewish South 
Monday – Friday | 7 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Saturday | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Jewish Hospital Downtown 
Monday – Friday | 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday | 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Jewish Hospital Shelbyville 
Monday – Friday | 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday | 11 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Lung Cancer 
Awareness  
GET SCREENED

 � Are you between the age of 55 and 80?

 � Are you a current smoker with ≥ a 30 pack-year*?

 � Are you a former smoker with a ≥ 30 pack-year* 
smoking history who quit less than 15 years ago?

*A pack-year = # packs per day multiplied by # years smoked

If you answered yes, you may be at risk. 

CALL 502.210.4497
To see if you are eligible for a LOW DOSE CT LUNG SCREENING 
covered at 100% by your insurance. Early detection can increase 
your chances for survival by nearly 50%. 

LUNG CANCER
Are you at risk?


