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Peace. Shalom. Salaam. These 17 Israeli women from our Partnership2Gether Region, the Western Galilee, are planting the 
seeds of peace through dialogue. See story, page • • •.

by Shiela Steinman Wallace
Editor

T
his month, we welcomed the 
Jewish year 5777. We began 
on Rosh Hashanah by taking 
a good, hard look at ourselves 

– who we are, what are our values and 
how we behave in accordance with those 
values. Then, after Yom Kippur, we be-
gan the New Year with a clean slate.

For the Jewish Community of Louis-
ville, 5777 is the year in which we will 
take a good, hard look at ourselves – 
who we are, what our values are and 
where we want to be in 20, 30 or even 50 
years. It is the year in which decisions 
will be made and acted upon. To ensure 
this will happen, the JCL has launched 
J-Tomorrow!, a project with a strong 
committee structure that will look at the 
community’s physical structures in light 
of communal needs today and for the 
next several generations, make recom-
mendations for action and take the steps 
necessary to make it a reality.

JCL Presi-
dent and CEO 
Sara Wagner an-
nounced that Dr. 
Jeff Goldberg 
will chair J-To-
morrow!. “We’re 
incredibly fortu-
nate that Jeff has 
stepped up to lead 
the community 
forward at this re-
ally exciting time. I 
know he is focused 

on where we’re going and where we will 
be in 15 and 20 years and more. We have 
laid the groundwork, our professionals 
and volunteers have taken the steps to 
evaluate our options, understand the 
needs and put the steps in place to move 
our work forward. Our leadership un-
derstands this and we are grateful for 
the work they have done. We are pleased 
that our next steps will be public and 
look forward to keeping the community 

by Shiela Steinman Wallace
Editor

The upcoming 
presidential elec-
tion has stirred 
strong emotions 
on all sides. Re-
publicans and 
Democrats alike 
are predicting 
disaster if the 
opposing can-
didate wins and 
many people are 
so turned off by 
both that they are 
considering voting 
for a third party 
candidate, writing 
someone in or not 
voting at all.

What does this 
mean for the Jew-
ish community?

On Sunday, 
November 6, the 
community is in-
vited to hear “Two 

Jewish Sides of the American Election” 
at the Major Gifts Dinner for the 2017 
Federation Campaign. The program, 
featuring Jay Footlik and Jeff Berkow-
itz, two nationally-known and widely-re-
spected Jewish political activists from 
opposite sides of the political spectrum, 
will be held at the Jewish Hospital Rudd 

Heart and Lung Center.
Major donors to the Campaign, those 

who commit $5,000 or more to the 2017 
Federation Campaign as individuals or 
couples, are invited to the dinner at 6:30 
p.m. There is a $36 per person couvert 
for the evening. A private cocktail recep-

by Shiela Stein-
man Wallace
Editor

What does the 
Louisville Jewish 
community need 
to do today to en-
sure that we have 
a vibrant com-
munity for future 
generations? 

This is not an 

easy question; however, it is an import-
ant one to address as a community to-
gether with everyone around the table. 
To both inspire and lead this discussion, 
our Jewish agencies and congregations 
are joining together to bring Rabbi Ir-
win Kula, the president of the National 
Jewish Center for Learning and Leader-
ship (CLAL), to Louisville. He will lead a 
two-hour open community meeting on 
Tuesday, November 29, 7-9 p.m. at Con-
gregation Adath Jeshurun.

by Shiela Steinman Wallace
Editor

In 1996, David Irving filed suit in En-
gland against Deborah Lipstadt and her 
publisher, Penguin Books, charging that 

she libeled him in 
her book Denying 
the Holocaust, be-
cause she charac-
terized some of his 
writings and pub-
lic statements as 
Holocaust denial. 
Using the justifi-
cation defense, Dr. 
Lipstadt, Penguin 
and their defense 
team demonstrat-
ed that what she 

wrote about Irving was substantially 
true and therefore not libelous.

The case reverberated around the 
world and Dr. Lipstadt, the Dorot Pro-

At Major Gifts Dinner, November 6

 Pundits to Offer Pre-Election Insights

Jeff Berkowitz

Jay Footlik

see MAJOR GIFTS page 9

Dr. Jeffrey Goldberg

Community to Come Together for 
Embracing Change Discussion; CLAL 
President, Rabbi Kula, Will Facilitate

Rabbi Irwin Kula
see KULA page 12 see J-TOMORROW! page 10

Moving Forward – 
J-Tomorrow!

fessor of Modern Jewish History and 
Holocaust Studies at Emory University, 
was lauded for shining light on the Holo-
caust denial movement. 

Keneseth Israel is bringing Dr. Lip-
stadt to Louisville on Thursday, Novem-
ber 10. At 6 p.m., KI will host a VIP meet 
and greet for the distinguished profes-
sor, and at 7, Dr. Lipstadt will speak at an 
open community event about her book, 

Deborah Lipstadt to Speak at KI Nov. 10
Scholar and Author Faced Down Holocaust Denier in Court Scholar, Author Faced Down Holocaust DenierAuthorAi

see LIPSTADT page 15

see LIGHT UP page 9

Dr. Deborah Lipstadt

COMING SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2016
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VAAD HAKASHRUT
The following have been approved and  
certified by the Louisville Vaad Hakashrut:

t	The J (Kitchen)
t	The J Outdoor Café (Dive -n- Dine)
t	KentuckyOne Health Jewish Hospital 

(Kosher Kitchen Only)
t	The Arctic Scoop: 841 S. Hurstbourne Pkwy. 

(They have Pareve options and are available 
for any occasion at any off-site venue)

t	Kroger at McMahan Plaza (Provide 
consultation of Kosher items)

t	Hyatt Regency Louisville (Kosher Catering 
Only)

t	Masterson’s (Kosher Catering available at 
off-site venues such as JCC, Synagogues, 
etc. MUST REQUEST TO HAVE VAAD 
SUPERVISION WHEN ORDERING)

Other venues may be approved only upon 
request for Kosher supervision. For more 
information, contact www.louisvillevaad.org.

NO LONGER SUPERVISED OR CERTIFIED BT 
THE VAAD:
t	Dino’s Bakery: 4162 Bardstown Road 

(Effective August 2, 2016)

Call Today 584-3600

New additions are easier with 
our below prime intro rates.

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

*As of 10/13/16, Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is the highest Prime Rate (index) published in the "Monthly Rates" section of the Wall Street Journal on a 
monthly basis, but APR cannot decrease below floor rate of 3.50% (As of 10/13/16, the Prime Rate is 3.50%).  After 12 month introductory fixed rate, rate 
adjusts based on Prime Rate plus a margin ranging from 0% to 1.5% depending on credit score.    Maximum 18% APR.  Maximum loan amount is $250,000 and 
90% CLTV.  Your loan amount will be determined by your home value, available equity, and credit history.  Minimum payment may not be sufficient to repay 
outstanding loan balance at the end of the draw period and may result in a single balloon payment.  This loan may have a prepayment penalty; ask us for details.   
You must have opened or open your primary checking account to receive $0 standard closing costs.  Your primary checking account must be maintained in active 
status for the term of the HELOC or a $500 fee may be assessed.  Please ask us about the Promotional Closing Cost Program Participation Agreement for more 
details.  $199 processing fee.  $50 annual fee after first year.  This loan is not available for the purchase of a primary residence and no loan proceeds can be used 
to pay off any existing loan obligation with Republic Bank & Trust Company.  Offer and rates subject to change. Loan subject to underwriting and approval. 
Additional restrictions apply. Limited time offer. Republic Bank & Trust Company Loan Originator ID # 402606.

with $0 Closing Costs!*

12 Month Introductory 
Fixed Rate

2.99%*

3.50%*

AS LOW AS

Ongoing Variable Rate

by Matt Goldberg, Director
Jewish Community Relations Council

UNESCO Statement
On October 13, the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, or UNESCO, passed 
a very controversial statement re-
garding the status of holy sites in 
Jerusalem. They called for the Tem-
ple Mount to be called exclusively by 
its Muslim referenced name. It even 
called for the Western Wall, the ho-
liest site in Judaism, to be referred 
to by a Muslim name. It essentially 
erased any Jewish (or Christian, for 
that matter) connection to these sites.

The action taken by UNESCO ob-
viously flies in the face of a 3,000-
year connection between the Jewish 
people and the locations in question. 
It creates a revisionist history where 
Jews are rootless and interlopers in 
Israel, despite unquestioned and im-
mense archeological evidence from 
the first and second temple periods. 

It was a blatantly biased and po-
litical decision, based not on history 
and culture, but on Mideast political 
considerations at the United Nations, 
where Palestinian interests have a 
clear majority. This resolution was 
so bad, even the director of UNES-
CO, Irina Bokova, sharply criticized 
it, and her criticism generated death 
threats, which forced her to increase 
her personal security detail.

We join Jewish and Christian com-
munities worldwide in condemning 
this blatantly false and provocative 
classification of the holy sites in Je-
rusalem.

The government of Israel was quick 
to condemn this, and these condem-
nations came from both the left wing 
and the right wing. The Prime Min-

ister said, with justification, that de-
nying the Jewish connection to the 
Temple Mount and Western Wall is 
like denying an Egyptian connection 
to the pyramids. Jewish organiza-
tions of all political stripes are also 
condemning this action.

Besides the fact that this state-
ment from UNESCO is factually 
preposterous, it further entrenches 
the positions of those in Israel (and 
elsewhere) who believe that the main 
obstacle to peace is a denial by the 
Palestinians of the right of a Jewish 
state to exist at all. 

By attempting to erase history, the 
Palestinians have handed a gift to 
Israeli leaders who are most skepti-
cal about a peaceful resolution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Already 
some leaders are calling for retalia-
tory actions such as allowing Jewish 
prayer on the Temple Mount (which 
violates a status quo which has kept 
peace generally), restricting Muslim 
prayer there and increasing settlement 
activity to create facts on the ground.  

This statement also emboldens 
those Palestinians who reject any 
peace deal. Hamas, the terror organi-
zation that rules Gaza said that they 
“consider this a victory to the Pales-
tinian cause and a destruction of the 
Israeli narrative regarding Al-Aqsa!” 

The United Nations and its constit-
uent agencies and NGOs need to be 
in the business of uniting people in 
conflict, not giving justification for 
hardliners on both sides of the con-
flict to further entrench. 

Classifying it as exclusively for one 
faith and erasing the Jewish connec-
tion will only lead to further conflict 
over these sites instead of the com-
promise necessary in a final peace 
deal. I hope cooler heads prevail and 

compromise soon becomes the man-
tra of all those involved. 

Editor’s note: As Community was 
going to press, UNESCO passed a sec-
ond resolution, “The Old City of Je-
rusalem and its Walls,” which deletes 
Jewish references from holy sites in 
Jerusalem.

The Importance of Voting
As election season draws to a close, 

I have come to the conclusion that 
everyone has a strong opinion about 
this year’s election. I no longer need 
to read the news to find out the lat-
est on the current candidates, I just 
need to go to my Facebook page 
and Twitter feed. Everyone seems to 
have a strong opinion, from left to 
right, and to have no inhibitions on 
expressing their views. I have seen 
many disagreements between people, 
screaming matches over social me-
dia, over this election … signifying 
how important this election is to so 
many people.

But really, the best way to express 
our opinions on who should be our 
elected representatives is to GO 
VOTE!! The majority of countries 
around the world are not democra-
cies and the populace has very little 
say as to who makes decisions that 
affect their lives. The arbitrary way 
in which these countries are run 
makes me grateful I live in such a 
wonderful country where my opinion 
matters and my voting decisions have 
consequences.

However, the number of eligible 
voters who actually make the effort to 
go vote is staggeringly low. It is easier 
than ever to register – it’s automatic 
when we apply for a driver’s license. 
But if we do not exercise this right, 
we are hypocritical when we com-
plain about whom we elect to office. 

Here in Kentucky, some recent 
elections saw as little as 30 percent of 
eligible voters actually go vote. That 
is awful.

This year, we elect a new president 
(in addition to all the other offic-
es that are very important) and the 
issues that he or she will deal with 
– healthcare, minimum wage, Su-
preme Court picks, war in the Middle 
East – are too important for us to be 
complacent. 

GO VOTE on November 8. If you 
cannot make it to the polls that day, 
apply for an absentee ballot (there is 
still time). If you have no transporta-
tion to the polls, Jewish Family and 
Career Services has volunteers ready 
to talk you.

Electing someone for office is the 
greatest expression of h™ow we feel 
about candidates (even better than a 
Facebook rant). GO VOTE!
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Join us for a groundbreaking community discussion addressing the 
inequalities of religious freedom in Israel. 

An exclusive program you will not want to miss!

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 | 7 P.M.
THE TEMPLE | 5101 U.S. HIGHWAY 42

Guest speakers coming together for the first time in a  
North American Jewish community: 

Rabbi Gilad Kariv, Executive Director of the Israel Movement for 
Reform and Progressive Judaism 

Yizhar Hess, Executive Director and CEO of Masorti, 
Israel’s Conservative Judaism Movement 

David Mallach, Director of UJA-Federation of New York’s 
Commission on the Jewish People

SPONSORED BY:
ADATH JESHURUN, JEWISH FEDERATION OF LOUISVILLE, KENESETH ISRAEL, 

THE TEMPLE AND TEMPLE SHALOM

Are some Jews more equal than others?  
WE HAVE A VOICE.

by Jay Klempner 
Board Chair and 
Sara Klein Wagner
President and CEO 
Jewish Community of Louisville

O
ur shared history and shared 
future is the core strength and 
connection of our Jewish com-
munity. How we care for, cele-

brate and engage today will impact the 
future. As we be-
gin the new year 
5777, there will 
be significant new 
and meaningful 
opportunities to 
focus on our re-
sponsibility and 
to take action to 
affect and impact 
Jewish life in Lou-
isville. We are fo-
cused and proud 
of three import-
ant examples for 
communal chang-
es that will take 
place this year. 

Israel: The 
Jewish State

Our Louisville 
community has 
been made stron-
ger from 20 years 
of participating in 

Partnership2gether. We have built true 
relationships and friendships with peo-
ple in the Western Galilee. 

Two weeks ago Louisville hosted 17 
women – Jewish, Arab and Bedouin. 
One event took place at the River Road 
Mosque. When it was time for evening 
prayers, the entire group was invited to 
join in. The raw emotion of several Jew-
ish Israeli women after evening prayer 
was palpable and distinctly memorable. 
One participant publicly shared how 
moved she was to join in the service as 
the other participants had also shared a 
Shabbat service. Together, the women, 
who have come together over the past 
year to build bridges, genuinely want 
to develop a relationship among them-
selves, their families and their commu-
nities. (See story, page 6.)

While we are very proud of our work 
in the Western Galilee, we know that 
there are also other issues within Israeli 
society that deserve our attention. 

On November 20, our community will 
come together for a unique dialogue that 
will be a first in North America. We are 
proud to join together with four con-
gregations, Adath Jeshurun, Keneseth 
Israel, The Temple and Temple Shalom, 
to host leaders of Masorti (Conservative 
Movement), the Progressive Movement 
(Reform) and the Jewish Federations 
of North America (JFNA) to discuss the 
crucial issue of religious equality in Is-
rael. 

This is a pivotal moment. Mark your 
calendars: November 20, 7 p.m. at The 
Temple. Together our community will 
hear from three esteemed leaders ad-
dressing one of the most pressing issues 
related to Israel’s future and specifically, 
Israel’s relationship with North Ameri-
can Jews. (See story, page 4.)

Jewish Louisville
Secondly, we have an incredible op-

portunity to come together and begin 
to create a transformational movement 
for our Jewish community starting with 
a Community Think Tank. The leader-
ship of our community recognizes the 
need for increased engagement, to take 
changing demographics into account 
and to promote Jewish identity. Our 
congregations, Jewish Family & Career 

Services, the Jewish Federation and the 
Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence 
have come together, led by a steering 
committee of our rabbis, cantors and 
executive directors. We will welcome 
Rabbi Irwin Kula, an international 
thought leader, to help our community 
understand and prioritize the signifi-
cant changes needed to make today to 
ensure a vibrant community for the fu-
ture. (See story, page 1.) 

The Community Think Tank is open 
to all. Please register online at www.jew-
ishlouisville.org/thinktank. The event 
will be November 29, 7 p.m. at Adath 
Jeshurun.

J Home for the Future
At our 125 Gala, we promised the 

community a blueprint for our collec-
tive home away from home, The J. This 

will be an important year as our work to 
create a much needed new home to meet 
the needs of the community. 

Formal planning has begun, and we 
are fortunate that Dr. Jeff Goldberg will 
chair the leadership team recommend-
ing the next chapter for the J. As our 
community has evolved and the J has 
welcomed and supported Jewish expe-
riences for 126 years, we are prepared 
to take the big steps needed to ensure 
our facility is elevated to match our pro-
grams and experiences. Recently, we 
have taken some significant steps that 
will enable us to do the work necessary 
to involve the community and will lead 
to making the best decisions for our fu-
ture. We look forward to including you 
in the process, sharing regular updates 
and marking milestones along the way. 
(See story, page 1.)

We are proud to work with a dedicat-
ed group of Board members and staff 
as we are committed to bring relevant 
and meaningful change and action to 
the Louisville Jewish community. In 
close alliance with the Jewish Heritage 
Fund for Excellence, we will collaborate 
with all of Louisville’s Jewish agencies 
and institutions to develop a unified, 
forward-looking plan to build a vibrant 
Jewish community. That plan will ad-
dress our facilities, programs and build-
ing our endowment to provide a sound 
financial footing for generations to 
come.

With a continued focus on identify-
ing our needs to ensure a vibrant Jewish 
community for years and years to come, 
we look forward to meeting the needs of 
our community members.

Louisville’s Jewish Community Is Moving Forward

Jay Klempner

Sara Klein Wagner

Lisa and Robert Klein

by Shiela Steinman Wallace
Editor

“Next year in Jerusalem.”
How many times have we repeated 

that phrase? Somehow, that hope makes 
Jerusalem and Israel seem distant and 
almost unreal. 

But Israel is neither remote nor un-
real. This is particularly true in light of 
the connections our Louisville Jewish 
community has made with the West-
ern Galilee through Partnership2gether. 
Louisvillians have visited Israel and Is-
raelis have come to Louisville to learn, 
to share cultural experiences, to collab-
orate and, most of all, to build friend-
ships. Through it all, we’ve collaborated 
with other members of the Central Area 
Consortium – 13 American Jewish com-
munities, mostly from the central part 
of the U.S., and Budapest, Hungary.

For the past several years, Drs. Jon 
and Laura Klein have chaired Louis-
ville’s Partnership efforts. During their 
tenure, Louisville hosted a major Con-
sortium planning meeting, organized 
several group trips to Israel, including 
a four-day bicycle adventure from Rosh 
Hanikra to Eilat, participated in ex-
changes of medical personnel, perform-
ers, artists, photographers and more.

With the recent Breaking Barriers 
program during which Louisville hosted 
17 Israeli women of varied backgrounds 
who have chosen to get to know each 
other in pursuit of peace (see story, page 
6), the Kleins have passed the leadership 
baton to Robert and Dr. Lisa Klein.

“Jon and Laura Klein are friends 
of ours,” Robert explained, “and they 
thought we’d be interested in the Part-
nership Program, so we went on their 
trip to the Western Galilee and other lo-
cations in 2013. It was a wonderful trip 
and we learned a lot. It was my first time 
and her second to visit Israel.”

“Being involved with that trip to Is-
rael got us more involved with local ac-
tivities,” Lisa added, including hosting 
some visiting delegations.

Along the way, Robert, who is a skilled 
amateur photographer connected with 
Israeli photographer Yochanan Kishon 
when Kishon visited Louisville who 
came to Louisville in April 2014 to share 
some of his work and conduct some 
workshops. 

Later that year, Robert had the op-
portunity to work with Kishon in Israel 
through Partnership’s Artist-in-Resi-
dence program. (Stories about the bike 
trip, Kishon’s visit to Louisville and 
Klein’s Artist-in-Residence program can 
all be found in the Community section 
of www.jewishlouisville.org.)

The Kleins also hosted several Israeli 
visitors to Louisville, and the more they 
engaged in Partnership2Gether activi-
ties, the more they enjoyed them. Now, 
they’re ready to lead Louisville’s Partner-
ship activities. 

“We’re looking forward to more ex-

peditions to Israel,” Lisa said. “I’d like 
to see some more folks go into the Art-
ist-in-Residence program,” Robert add-
ed.

“We’ve already started by recruiting 
several people to host the most recent 
delegation, and we hope to get more peo-
ple involved,” she continued. They plan 
to continue supporting the educational 
programming, including the classroom 
twinning projects and the arts exchang-
es.

The Kleins are interested in con-
tinuing and expanding the medical 
exchange program. They toured the 
Western Galilee Medical Center and 
were very impressed with the hospital’s 
ability to transfer all operations under-
ground into sealed rooms that can pro-
tect patients, physicians and staff from 

see THE KLEINS page 14

Kleins Are New Partnership Chairs
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by Shiela Steinman Wallace
Editor

I
srael has a special place in the hearts 
and souls of the Jewish people. It is 
our homeland, our place of refuge 
from persecution and anti-Semi-

tism, a place to strengthen our Jewish 
identities.

Yet for those Jews who are not part 
of Israel’s powerful and officially-sanc-
tioned ultra-Orthodox leadership, reli-
gious freedom does not exist in Israel. 
The determination of who is a Jew for 
the purposes of marriage, conversion 
and burial lies in the hands of a group 
that imposes its strict, narrow interpre-
tation on the entire country, making it 
nearly impossible for other groups to 
practice Judaism as they understand it.

Members of the community are invit-
ed to attend a discussion addressing the 
inequalities of religious freedom in Isra-
el on Sunday, November 20, at 7 p.m. at 
The Temple. The evening’s guest speak-
ers are Rabbi Gilad Kariv, the president 
and CEO of the Israel Movement for Re-
form and Progressive Judaism; Yizhar 
Hess the executive director of the Maso-
rti Movement in Israel; and David Mal-
lach, the executive vice chair of United 
israel Appeal.

It is unprecedented to have Rabbi 
Kariv and Yizhar Hess participate in a 
program together and Jewish Communi-
ty Relations Council Director Matt Gold-
berg says it is a real coup for Louisville.

This program is sponsored by the 
Jewish Federation of Louisville, Adath 
Jeshurun, Keneseth Israel, The Temple 
and Temple Shalom.

For the past 17 years, Rabbi Kariv has 
been an active and committed member 
in the IMPJ. Rabbi Kariv previously 
served as the Associate Director of the 
Israel Religious Action Center.

He served in the Israeli Defense Forc-
es’ special Talpiot project of the Intel-
ligence Corps. He graduated from the 
Faculty of Law at the Hebrew University, 

earning a com-
bined degree with 
a B.A. in law and 
Jewish philoso-
phy. Rabbi Kariv 
obtained his LLM 
in public and in-
ternational law 
from the North-
western Universi-
ty School of Law.

While at the 
Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem, Rab-
bi Kariv joined the national staff of the 
IMPJ, founded the Young Adult Lead-
ership Forum and served on the Board 
of the World Union for Progressive Ju-
daism (WUPJ). He studied in the Isra-
el Rabbinical Program of the Hebrew 
Union College and was ordained as a 
Reform Rabbi in 2003.

Rabbi Kariv first joined the Israel 
Religious Action Center (IRAC), the le-
gal and public policy arm of the IMPJ, 
as the director of the Public Policy and 
Social Action Department and later be-
came IRAC’s associate director.

He was an active member in Israel’s 
Constitution Committee. He has also 
served as a Board member of the Joint 
Institute for Jewish Studies, established 
by the Jewish Agency, following the rec-
ommendations of the Ne’eman Commis-
sion on conversion. 

In addition, he served as a Board 
member of Hemdat: The Israel Associ-
ation for the Promotion of Freedom of 
Science, Religion and Culture. Rabbi 
Kariv currently sits on the board of Pa-
nim: For Jewish Renaissance, an advo-
cacy organization working to promote 
pluralistic Judaism in Israel.

In 2012 and 2015, Rabbi Kariv ran for 
office in the primary elections under the 
Labor Party. 

Rabbi Kariv has written numerous 
articles and position papers on Juda-
ism, religion and state, and community 
empowerment. His articles appear in 

leading Israeli 
newspapers and 
his opinions are 
frequently quoted 
in articles on le-
gal issues, public 
policy, and social 
action.

Recently Rabbi 
Kariv lead the ne-
gotiations on the 
Kotel issue togeth-
er with leaders of 
the Conservative 

Movement, Reform Movement, JAFI 
(the Jewish Agency for Israel), and JFNA 
(Jewish Federations of North America), 
which resulted in a historic decision to 
create a pluralistic section of the Wall.

Yizhar Hess is a 10th generation Jeru-
salemite. Following his military service, 
he earned a B.A. in political science and 
Hebrew literature at the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem. A member of the 
Israeli Bar, his law degree is from the 
Interdisciplinary Center in Herzliya. He 
holds an M.A. in Jewish studies from the 
Schechter Institute in Jerusalem and is 
working towards a Ph.D. at Sussex Uni-
versity, Brighton, England. 

Hess has been the deputy director at 
the Shorashim Centre for Jewish Stud-
ies and he served as the Jewish Agency’s 
community shaliach to Tucson. On his 
return to Israel, he worked for the Jew-
ish Agency as Director of Partnerships. 

He has professional experience in ad-
vertising and journalism. He is a regular 
contributor to the Israeli press on the 
subjects of religion and state and is the 
co-editor of the book, Questions About 
God, published by Ma’ariv in 1998. He 
is known as one of the leading voices in 
Israel promoting Jewish Pluralism and 

represents the Masorti-Conservative 
Movement in the negotiations with the 
Israeli government regarding egalitari-
an prayer at the Kotel. 

David M. Mallach is a long-time 
leader at Jewish Federations. He has 
held positions with UJA-Federation of 
New York, Jewish Federations of North 
America and United Jewish Communi-
ties of MetroWest in addition to his post 
with UIA. 

UIA acts as the bridge between the 
American federation system and the 
Jewish Agency for Israel in the transmis-
sion of funds, representation of the US 
Jewish community in JAFI governance, 
sharing the agendas of concern to Amer-
ican Jewry with the Jewish Agency and 
helping American Jewry better under-
stand the value and impact of JAFI on 
Jewish life around the world.

For 12 years, Mallach was the man-
aging director of the Commission on 
Jewish People at UJA-Federation of New 
York. The COJP works to build bridges 
among different Jewish communities in 
NY, Israel and around the world. It also 
seeks to strengthen the ties of Jewish 
communities with the surrounding en-
vironment in which they reside. 

It has five key areas of activity: 
strengthening civil society in Israel, 
inclusion of all segments of Israeli so-
ciety as active partners in Israeli life, 
strengthening Jewish communities in 
Europe, building a strong and intercon-
nected Jewish community in NY from 
interfaith families to Haredim, everyone 
in the spectrum of Jewish life, and en-
hancing the mutual bonds of NY Jewry 
and Israel.

For more information, contact Mary 
Jean Timmel, 502-238-2722 or mtim-
mel@jewishlouisville.org.

In a First, Louisville Brings Kariv and Hess Together to Discuss Pluralism in Israel

Rabbi Gilad Kariv Yizhar Hess

Members of Temple Shalom will cel-
ebrate the congregation’s past and look 
forward to the future at two events the 
weekend of November 11 and 12.

On Friday night, November 11, Rabbi 
Beth Jacowitz Chottiner will be formally 
installed as Temple Shalom’s new rabbi 
during Kabbalat Shabbat services.

The next night, 
Temple Shalom 
will celebrate its 
40th Ruby Anni-
versary with a din-
ner and entertain-
ment at Standard 
Country Club.

An Oneg Shab-
bat will be held at 
5:30 p.m. before 
the 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day night service 
and installation. 

Among the delicious treats will be challah 
homemade by Rabbi Jacowitz Chottin-
er’s aunt, Edie Bernstein, from Chicago. 

Rabbi Jacowitz Chottiner will be in-
stalled by Rabbi Samuel K. Joseph, the 
Eleanor Sinsheimer Distinguished Ser-
vice Professor of Jewish Education and 
Leadership Development at Hebrew 
Union College/Jewish Institute of Reli-
gion in Cincinnati. 

Temple Shalom Rabbi Emeritus Stan-
ley R. Miles also will participate in the 

installation.
Rabbi Joseph was one of Rabbi Ja-

cowitz Chottiner’s professors and has 
continued to be her mentor. She was or-
dained at HUC/JIR in 2007, after which 
she assumed a pulpit at Temple Shalom 
in Wheeling, WV, which she held until 
joining Temple Shalom in Louisville 
earlier this year, upon the retirement of 
Rabbi Emeritus Miles, Temple Shalom’s 
only previous rabbi.

Temple Shalom’s “Ruby Jubilee” Cele-
bration will include a cocktail hour, ko-
sher-style buffet dinner and celebratory 
program with a guest speaker.

Temple Shalom was founded in 1976 
by 18 families, following the merger of 
synagogues Adath Israel and Brith Sho-
lom. The founders envisioned Temple 
Shalom as an extended family offering 
a warm, caring, and nurturing environ-
ment in which members could strive to 
achieve their Judaic pursuits. 

Rabbi Miles joined the congregation 
in the late 1970s to begin a tenure that 
was to last for 39 years. 

In its early days Temple Shalom led 
a nomadic existence. At first, worship 
services were held at the Jewish Com-
munity Center, then at Bellarmine Col-
lege and next at a house on Taylorsville 
Road that members converted for use as 
a synagogue. Finally, by 1989, the con-
gregation moved to its present spiritual 
home on Lowe Road.

While the congregation has grown 
substantially, Temple Shalom has never 
outgrown its founders’ original intent. 
And it has never deviated from its core 
values – to be a Beit Tefilah, a house of 
prayer; a Beit Midrash, a house of learn-
ing; a Beit Knesset, a place for commu-
nity; and a Beit Tikkun Olam, a house 
dedicated to social action. 

Rabbi Jacowitz Chottiner’s installa-
tion marks a new period in the life of 
Temple Shalom, which continues to re-
main welcoming and nurturing to all.

Rabbi Jacowitz Chottiner to Be Installed as 
Temple Shalom Marks 40th Anniversary

Rabbi Beth Jacowitz 
Chottiner

Shalom Tower Waiting
List Now Has 3

Month Wait for Vacancy
For further information, please call Diane Reece

or Eleonora Isahakyan at 454-7795.

3650 Dutchmans Ln., Louisville, KY 40205
(502) 454-7795
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CALENDAR  
OF EVENTS

NOW THROUGH NOVEMBER 13
CenterStage: Assassins
JCC. Adults $20-22 each in advance, $22-24 at
the door. John Wilkes Booth, Lee Harvey Os-
wald, John Hinckley and six others who killed 
or tried to kill a U.S. president are the subject 
of this Tony Award-winning Stephen Sondheim 
musical. Purchase tickets at www.center-
stage jcc.org or call 502-238-2709. See story, 
CenterPiece pg. 3. 
NOVEMBER 2
Fresh Stop Market Pickup
The J Pavilion, 4:30-6:30 p.m. final distribution
this season. Buy shares in advance at www.
newroots.org/store/c16/Gendler_Grapevine.html.  
NOVEMBER 3
Makhelat HaShachar Concert
Adath Jeshurun, 7 p.m. $5 per person. AJ will 
host Makhelat HaShachar, a Japanese pro-Is-
rael Jewish choir that tours Israel and North 
America singing Hebrew, English and Japanese 
music. Purchase ticktes at https://adathje-
shurun.com/japanese.
NOVEMBER 6
PJ Library & The Temple Challah Day 
The Temple, 10 a.m. $5 per person. PJ Library 
and The Temple co-sponsoring this challah bak-
ing for PJ Library children not in Sunday School. 
A book about grandchildren and grandparents 
making challah together will be read. All gen-
erations of families are invited to a morning 
of baking, reading and crafts. RSVP at www.
jewishlouisville.org/challah-day.
NOVEMBER 6
2017 Campaign Major Gifts Event
Jewish Hospital Rudd Heart & Lung Center, 6 
p.m., $36 per person. Two Jewish Sides of the 
American Election: A Conversation with Jay Foot-
lik and Jeff Berkowitz. Nationally recognized 
political operatives from different sides of the 
spectrum will discuss what makes this election 
unique and what it means for the Jewish com-
munity. Minimum gift to the 2017 Federation 
Campaign: $5,000 per individual or couple.
NOVEMBER 9
Acting Out: 
I Never Saw Another Butterfly
The J, 7 p.m. Adults, $12; students, $7. 
Over 15,000 Jewish children passed through 
Terezin, and only about a hundred were 
still alive at the end of the war. I Never Saw 
Another Butterfly is an inspirational true story 
of hope, laughter, flowers and butterflies 
behind the barbed wire. Purchase tickets at 
www.jewishlouisville.org/butterfly.
NOVEMBER 9 and 12
Shabbat Project – International Event
November 9 – Great Challah Bake, 7 p.m. 
at The J. November 12 – Community-Wide 
Havdalah, 7 p.m. by the Baringer Hill Overlook, 
Cherokee Park. See story, page 8.
NOVEMBER 10
Deborah Lipstadt to Speak
Main Presentation, KI. 7 p.m. Free. Keneseth 
Israel and the Jewish Federation of Louisville 
present Emory University’s Deborah Lipstadt, 
to discuss her book, History on Trial, and the 
soon-to-be-released movie, Denial, based on 
the book. See story, page 1.
VIP Meet and Greet, KI, 6 p.m. $54. Includes 
a signed copy of the book. Proceeds benefit 
the Ernie Marx & Ilse Meyer Education Fund, 
which supports a teachers visit to the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum. RSVP at www.
jewishlouisville.org/lipstadt or contact Matt 
Goldberg at 502-238-2707.
NOVEMBER 11
Rabbi Jacowitz Chottiner Installation
Temple Shalom. 6:30 p.m.
NOVEMBER 12
Temple Shalom 40th Anniversary 
Standard Country Club. 7 p.m., $40. Dinner 
celebration. RSVP to 502-458-4739.
NOVEMBER 18
Women’s Philanthropy Event
Connecting with Culture: Coffee Concert
Kentucky Center for the Arts. 10:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. $50 per person. Includes concert, private 
catered lunch. RSVP at www.jewishlouisville.
org/connecting-with-culture by November 4. 
See story, this page.
NOVEMBER 19 and 20
Snowflake Shoppe
The J, Preview Night, November 19 6-9 p.m. $10.
The J, Snowflake Shoppe, November 20, 10:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Free. Artisans, crafters and 
other vendors will sell holiday merchandise. 
Proceeds benefit The J Early Learning Center.
NOVEMBER 20
Are Some Jews More Equal than 
Others? We Have a Voice.
The Temple. 7 p.m. Free. A forum on religious 
equality in Israel featuring Rabbi Gilad Kariv, 
Yizhar Hess and David Mallach. Sponsored 
by Adath Jeshurun, Jewish Federation of 
Louisville, Keneseth Israel, The Temple and 
Temple Shalom. See story, page 4.
NOVEMBER 29
Community Wide Think Tank with 
Rabbi Irwin Kula
Adath Jeshurun. 7 p.m. Guided discussion 
on Jewish identity and embracing changes as 
Jewish institutions. RSVP at www.jewishlouis-
ville.org/thinktank. See story, page 1.

Embracing 
Change

The Jewish Federation and our 
community partners invite you 
to join a Community Think Tank. 

Join Rabbi Irwin Kula, an international 
thought leader, who will guide a 
community discussion focusing on 
the changing demographic, diverse 
understanding of Jewish identity and 
changing needs of our institutions.

TUESDAY, NOV. 29, 2016

Community Meeting
7-9 p.m.

Congregation 
Adath Jeshurun 

2401 Woodbourne  
Avenue

RABBI 
IRWIN KULA

with

COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
ADATH JESHURUN
JEWISH FAMILY & 

CAREER SERVICES
JEWISH FEDERATION OF 

LOUISVILLE  
JEWISH HERITAGE FUND 

FOR EXCELLENCE 
KENESETH ISRAEL

TEMPLE SHALOM
THE TEMPLE

FOR MORE INFORMATION
visit jewishlouisville.org/thinktank or 

contact Mary Jean Timmel at 502-238-2722.
OF LOUISVILLE

Jewish Federation

Following up on its successful Con-
necting with Nature program, the Jew-
ish Federation of Louisville’s Women’s 
Philanthropy presents Connecting with 
Culture hosted by Viki Diaz and Karen 
Abrams on Friday, November 18, 10:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m.

This women’s program will include 
the 11 a.m. Coffee Concert, Shakespeare 
in Music, and a private catered lunch 
with Louisville Orchestra Music Direc-
tor Teddy Abrams. 

The Louisville Orchestra is partici-
pating in the city-wide celebration of 
William Shakespeare with a concert of 
works inspired by his genius. This con-
cert will include the first movement of 
Debussy’s Le Roi Lear and selections 
from Prokofiev’s ballet Romeo and Juliet.

Special thanks to Viki Diaz for mak-
ing this event possible.

The cost is $50 per person. Regis-
ter online at www.jewishlouisville.org/
connecting-with-culture or call Kristy 
Benefield, 502-238-2739.

Members of the Women’s Philanthro-
py Cabinet are Dr. Karen Abrams, Keren 
Benabou, Dr. Shellie Branson, Viki Diaz, 
Julie Ensign, Debbie Friedman, Jane 
Goldstein, Stacy Gordon-Funk, Cheryl 
Karp, Kate Latts, Robin Miller, Susan 
Rudy, Julie Segal, Jennifer Tuvlin and 
Ann Zimmerman.

If you would like to join the Women’s 
Philanthropy Cabinet, contact Federa-
tion Vice President of Philanthropy Sta-
cy Gordon-Funk, 502-238-2755 or sgor-
don-funk@jewishlouisville.org.

by Cantor David Lipp
Congregation Adath Jeshurun

A
dath Jeshurun will present the 
Louisville premier of the Japa-
nese Choir singing Jewish Mu-
sic on Thursday, November 3, at 

7 p.m. at AJ.
Five years ago in Toronto, I was asked 

to sing My Yiddishe Mame in a concert 
for the Cantors Convention. That was 
not particularly notable. The choir that 
sang with me was. They were a Japanese 
choir of Christian Friends of Israel aka 
Beit Shalom Japan. One of their core be-
liefs is that world peace will prevail only 
after peace is established in Jerusalem.

Known as Makhelat HaShachar (Shi-
nonome Choir or Choir of Dawn), they 
are 35 male and female singers selected 
from some 100 nation-wide local church 
choirs which, since 1971, has toured 
17 times in Israel and North America, 

bringing their love of music and the Jew-
ish people with them in harmony sung in 
Hebrew, English, Yiddish and Japanese. 

The roots of Japan Christian 
Friends of Israel (known to Israelis 
as “Beit Shalom”) can be traced back 
to the experiences of the late Rev. 
Takeji Otsuki in 1938 in north east-
ern China. He experienced a revela-
tion which led him to pray for the in-

Japanese Choir to Sing Jewish Music in Nov. 3 Concert at AJ

dependence of the State of Israel, for 
its spiritual restoration and redemp-
tion, and the peace of Jerusalem. 

After World War II ended on Jan-
uary 5, 1946, Father Otsuki founded 
his group, “Japan Christian Friends 
of Israel.” Today, JCFI have 100 
churches and nearly 10,000 members 
throughout Japan.

In 1962, Father Otsuki met an 
Israeli couple for the first time. 
Through this meeting, the relations 
between Israelis and JCFI gained mo-
mentum.  The relationship reached 
an apex when the late Father Takeji 
Otsuki was honored in 1998 by the 
municipal assembly of Jerusalem as 
a “Ne’eman Yerushalayim” (Loyal 
to Jerusalem), the highest degree of 
honorary citizenship of Jerusalem. 
Further, in 2003, Bar Ilan University 
awarded Father Otsuki a doctor ho-
noris causa.

The concert at AJ will feature a 
community choir joining the Japa-
nese one for Shehecheyanu as well 
as cameo solos by Cantors Sharon 
Hordes of Keneseth and me.

Tickets are $5 and can be ordered 
online at https://adathjeshurun.com/
japanese, by phone during office hours 
at 458-5359 or purchased at the door.

A light dessert reception will follow 
the concert.

Women’s Philanthropy Plans Connecting 
with Culture Concert Experience Nov. 18

Women of Reform Judaism’s Central 
District will hold a biennial gathering 
of women in Louisville November 3-6 
with the theme “WRJ Central Rocks the 
Boat.”

Those attending will discuss pressing 
challenges facing the Jewish communi-
ty in the 21st Century and advances in 
women’s leadership. The Central District 
is comprised of about 36 sisterhoods in 
Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, 
Tennessee and West Virginia.

Women of Temple Shalom and The 
Temple’s WRJ Chapter are hosting the 
conference. Events and services will 
take place at Temple Shalom, The Tem-
ple, Hampton Inn & Suites – Louisville 
Downtown and the Muhammad Ali 
Center.

Those leading services or participat-
ing in them include Rabbi Gaylia Rooks, 
The Temple; Rabbi Beth Jacowitz Chot-
tiner, Temple Shalom; and Shiela Stein-
man Wallace, song leader, Temple Sha-
lom.

Rabbi Dr. Nadia Siritsky will speak 
at the opening luncheon Friday, Novem-
ber 4,  on human trafficking and other 
social justice concerns. She is the vice 
president of mission for Jewish Hospital, 
University of Louisville Hospital and the 
James Graham Brown Cancer Center. 

Madeline Abramson will introduce 
Tori Murden McClure, president of Spal-
ding University, who will talk about 
women and empowerment during the 
Saturday luncheon. She is the first wom-
an and American to row across the At-
lantic Ocean solo. 

Also on Saturday, fredi Bleeker 
Franks, WRJ vice president of develop-
ment and special projects, will speak 
about WRJ’s mission to strengthen the 
voice of women worldwide and empow-

Temple Shalom, The Temple 
Sisterhoods Host WRJ Central 
District Convention Nov. 3-6

see WRJ page 10
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Women’s Philanthropy
CONNECTING SERIES

OF LOUISVILLE
Jewish Federation Connecting with Culture

Hosted by Viki Diaz & Karen Abrams
Friday, Nov. 18 | 10-30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. | $50 | Limited Seating Available

Includes an 11 a.m. concert and private catered lunch with Teddy Abrams at the 
Kentucky Center for the Arts.  

RSVP no later than November 4.  

A special thanks to Viki Diaz for making this event possible.

To join our Women’s Philanthropy Cabinet, contact Stacy Gordon-Funk at 502-238-
2755 or sgordon-funk@jewishlouisville.org.

Register online at www.jewishlouisville.org/connecting-with-culture or call Kristy 
Benefield at 502-238-2739.

by Shiela Steinman Wallace
Editor

W
hen we think of Israeli/Pales-
tinian relations, the first im-
ages that come to mind are 
those of violent conflict and 

the pursuit of peace that seems to go no-
where. It is an intractable situation – or 
is it?

Perhaps we just need to approach the 
issue from a different vantage point.

That is exactly what a group of 20 Is-
raeli women from the Western Galilee – 
Jews, Arabs, Christians and Druse – are 
doing. Last month, 17 members of the 
Women Creating Dialogue: Breaking 
Down Barriers group came to Louisville 
to share their message of hope and un-
derstanding.

The program started last March when 
the Matte Asher Regional Council of the 
Western Galilee asked for volunteers to 
begin a women’s dialogue group among 
the different groups that live in the area. 
Twenty women answered the call. 

“I’ve always wanted to create dialogue, 
but never had the chance to communi-
cate and ask questions,” one of the wom-
en said. This group was an opportunity 
to “make a change or break a myth.”

The meetings started simply enough. 
Two members of the group from differ-
ent backgrounds prepared a meal and 
the entire group got together to eat and 
to get to know each other. At first, the 
discussion was kept neutral. The par-
ticipants soon discovered that they had 
much more in common than the expect-
ed. “We are just women,” one of them 
said.

And as women, with many common 
issues and concerns, got to know each 

other, they became friends. They tast-
ed each other’s foods and experiment-
ed with each other’s traditions. For 
instance, they described a hijab party, 
where the Jewish women tried on the 
traditional Islamic headgear to see what 
it felt like. 

Only after they had gotten to know 
each other and had become friends did 
they broach the more difficult issues, 
and by that time, they were able to agree 
to disagree.

Now the program is jointly sponsored 
by Matte Asher and Partnership2Gether, 
which is why the group came the Louis-
ville, the final stop on their tour of three 
Partnership communities that also in-
cluded Northwest Indiana and India-
napolis.

Their commitment to the project is 
evident in everything they do and say. 
In fact, many of the women are mothers 
of young children, including one with 
a nine-month-old baby. They left their 
husbands and children to bring their 
message to the Partnership communi-
ties in America. They came to dispel ig-
norance about what is happening in Is-
rael and to showcase their commitment 
to change and their real hope for peace. 
It’s all about treating your neighbors as 
humans, they explained.

While in Louisville, the women spoke 
to a wide variety of groups and mixed in 
visits to some Louisville tourist attrac-
tions, including the Speed Museum.

The group’s first formal stop was at 
DuPont Manual High School, where 
they presented their story to journalism 
students and Dr. Muhammad Babar, a 
leader in Louisville’s Muslim communi-
ty who frequently works with the Jewish 

Arab and Jewish Israeli Women Came to Louisville to Share Their 
Message: By Getting to Know One Another, They Became Friends

see FRIENDS page 7
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2016 FEDERATION CAMPAIGN

MAJOR GIFTS EVENT

Two Jewish Sides of 
the American Election
A conversation with Jay Footlik and Je� Berkowitz

STRONGER TOGETHER
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2016 | 6:30 P.M.

Rudd Heart and Lung Center
201 Abraham Flexner Way, Louisville, KY 40202

$36 per person

RSVP online at jewishlouisville.org/majorgifts. 

Vaad-approved option available if requested by 
October 28.  

Minimum Contribution to the 2017 Federation 
Campaign: $5,000 per individual or couple, or 

$1,000 for members of the Ben Gurion Society.

For more information, 
contact Kristy Benefield at 502-238-2739 

or kbenefield@jewishlouisville.org.
OF LOUISVILLE

Jewish Federation

Jay K. Footlik is the founding 
president and CEO of Global 
Policy Initiatives (GPI), a policy 
and business development 
consulting firm focusing 
primarily on the Middle East. 
Prior to this, Footlik served as 
Special Assistant to President 
Clinton in the White House, 
helping build support for a 
range of domestic and foreign 
policy issues. While at the 
White House, he also 
coordinated outreach to the 
American Jewish community.

Je� Berkowitz is CEO of Delve, a 
competitive intelligence firm 
providing breakthrough insights 
for winning causes in the 
political, policy, and business 
arenas. Prior to founding Delve, 
Berkowitz led research and 
messaging operations for The 
White House, Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani's presidential campaign, 
the Republican National 
Committee, the U.S. Department 
of State, and several prominent 
private sector and non-profit 
organizations.

When you put Welenken CPAs on your team, you 
gain a partner that is focused on your overall 
financial well-being. 

Specializing in personalized accounting services 
for businesses, associations, and individuals,  
we are ready to go to work for you.

We’re CPA strategists!

502 585 3251         www.welenken.com 

community, served as moderator. The 
group reported that the students asked 
many good questions.

The women also visited Fred Whittak-
er’s class at St. Francis of Assisi, Louis-
ville Beit Sefer Yachad and the Temple 
Hebrew School.

On Tuesday evening, September 27, 
Louisville’s Islamic Center on River 
Road opened its doors to a community 
event organized by Interfaith Paths to 
Peace. IPP Director Haleh Karimi wel-
comed everyone and coordinated pre-
sentations by Anne Walters representing 
the Buddhist Deprung Gomang Cen-
ter; Rev. Susan EngPoole representing 
Christian tradition; Rabbi Gaylia Rooks 
representing Jewish tradition; Rita But-
ler from the Baha’i tradition; and Imam 
Wasif Iqbal, the mosque’s spiritual lead-
er, from the Islamic tradition.

Each leader spoke briefly about the 
traditions of peace within his/her own 
faith tradition before the Israeli women 
gave their presentation. Dr. Babar, who 
is also a member of the Islamic Center’s 
Board, and Matt Goldberg, the direc-
tor of the Jewish Community Relations 
Council and the facilitator for Partner-
ship2Gether in Louisville, also spoke 
briefly.

The highlight of the evening came 
when Imam Iqbal invited everyone 
present to join in the Islamic evening 
prayers. It was an emotional and ful-
filling experience for all. Aly Goldberg, 
who chaired the Israeli women’s visit in 
Louisville, said, “They allowed everyone 
to go and pray with the imam and the 
Jewish women came out in tears, saying 
how moving this was. This had never 
happened before and they said how for-
tunate they feel about being in this pro-
gram.” 

For the Israeli women it was another 
opportunity to share traditions. Earlier 
in their American they shared a Shabbat 
service at a synagogue, which was a first 
for many of the non-Jewish women. The 
shared experiences further strength-
ened their bonds.

The next morning, the group spoke at 
the Muhammad Ali Center and Chris-
topher 2X served as the moderator. The 
audience included representatives from 
several nonprofit agencies, including 
women’s organizations and the Urban 
League.

2X talked his peace advocacy work, 
which focuses on reducing the violence, 
particularly shootings, in Louisville. He 
discussed his work with law enforce-
ment that grew out of the shooting of 
Michael Newby, a 19-year-old Black teen 
killed by a white police officer in 2004. 
In that case, Newby’s parents sought 
2X’s help to calm the community and 
prevent further violence following their 
son’s death. 

2X called on those present to become 
peace and justice advocates. “Christo-

pher 2X was inspired by the women, 
Goldberg said, “and was able to trans-
late what they do into his interracial re-
lations here in Louisville.”

The group’s final stop in Louisville 
was at The Temple’s Klein Center, where 
they shared a Middle Eastern dinner 
with a large group, mostly from the Jew-
ish community before giving their pre-
sentation again.

What are the group’s next steps? The 
women will continue their friendship 
and plan to involve their husbands and 
children in their activities. But that is 
just the beginning. These 20 women are 
a leadership group. Building on their 
success, each plans to begin a new circle 
of 20 women to begin a growing circle 
of friendship and understanding which, 
they hope, will pave the way to a real 
peace.

“My vision,” one of the women added, 
“Is that one day, we won’t be so special. 
We will just be a group of women who 
do things together. And my hope is [that 
our project] will go through all of Israel.”

To ensure that their hosts would re-
member their visit and their efforts to 
build peace one friendship at a time, the 
visitors presented hamsas that they had 
made and cookbooks created from the 
recipes they had shared to their organiz-
ers and hosts.

While in Louisville, the Israeli visitors 
enjoyed the home hospitality of Eddie 
Cohen and Dafna Schurr, Jeff and Aly 
Goldberg, Mehdi and Haleh Karimi, 
Lisa and Robert Klein, Michael and 
Margie Kommor, Ron and Sue Paul, 
Matt and Cindy Schwartz, and Rick and 
Tamar Schwartz.

“All the host families did an incred-
ible job,” Aly Goldberg said, “and re-
ceived top scores on the surveys when 
their guests left. … Hopefully, we can do 
more programs like this in the future.”

Partnership2Gether is a project of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel. The Jewish 
Federation of Louisville has participat-
ed in this project since its inception in 
2017. Louisville is part of the Central 
Area Consortium that also includes Des 
Moines, IA; Ft. Wayne, Indianapolis and 
Northwest Indiana; Omaha, NE; Buffa-
lo, NY; Dayton, South Bend, Toledo and 
Youngstown, OH; Austin, Ft. Worth and 
San Antonio, TX in the United States; 
Budapest, Hungary; and Akko and 
Matte Asher in Israel. 

It offers opportunities for individu-
als and families in Louisville to develop 
personal connections with people in the 
Western Galilee. Past projects have been 
in the fields of education, medicine, the 
arts and business. Other projects can be 
developed based on individuals’ inter-
ests.

With this program, leadership of 
Louisville’s Partnership program transi-
tioned from Laura and Jon Klein, who 
chaired the program for several years to 
Lisa and Robert Klein, who now chair 
the program. See story, page 3.

FRIENDS
Continued from page 6



8  Community Y OCTOBER 28, 2016  Y  26 TISHRI 5777 

COHEN
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COOPER

AN INTIMATE EVENING WITHAC2

D E E P  T A L K  A N D  S H A L L O W  T A L E S

SATURDAY MARCH 11
THE LOUISVILLE
PALACE THEATRE

TICKETS: PALACE THEATRE BOX OFFICE • 800-745-3000 • LOUISVILLEPALACE.COM • AC2LIVE.COM

Join Cohen and Cooper for an 
unscripted, uncensored and 

unforgettable night of conversation

W
ith the new year upon us, the 
Young Adult Division of the 
Jewish Federation of Louis-
ville (YAD) is excited to an-

nounce that it is making some major 
changes to energize young people in our 
wonderful community. 

The YAD chair position has transi-
tioned from the 
capable hands of 
Laurence Nibur 
and Keren Ben-
abou to those of 
Devon Oser. Oser 
has been deep-
ly involved with 
the JCL since she 
moved to Lou-
isville over four 
years ago. She 
worked as the 
Hillel director for 
the 2014-15 school 
year, organized young adult functions 
as a YAD Ambassador, and served as the 
YAD Annual Event co-chair. 

At a recent meeting, YAD members 
were introduced to a new “cluster” orga-
nization structure. Twenty young adults 
participated in a planning session on 
September 11, where they discussed the 
new structure and encouraged people to 
sign up for leadership roles. Benji Ber-
low, the young adult director, and Oser 
will oversee the clusters. They are hard 
at work with the cluster chairs finding 
creative ways of including Jewish young 
adults not yet involved with YAD. 

The currently planned YAD clusters 
are as follows: 

Families: Features events for young 
adults with children such as family pic-
nics, events for new parents, and collab-
orations with Shalom Baby, PJ Library, 
and other family programs. It is chaired 
by Kat O’Connell and Dara Woods.

20’s & 30’s: Outreach to millenni-
als with monthly happy hours, sport 
leagues, events around Louisville, events 

for singles, and more. It is chaired by Al-
lison Feit.

Shabbat & Holidays: Recruits hosts 
for First Friday Shabbat dinners, plans 
fun, engaging holiday events for young 
adults to celebrate the Jewish calendar. It 
is chaired by: Sasha and Sandra Chack.

Leadership: Reestablishes a young 
leadership development track to help 
train young adults to serve on boards 
and committees within our community. 
It is chaired by Cori Roth, and a co-chair 
is being sought.

Networking: Creates a mentorship 

program for young professionals and 
facilitates networking opportunities 
throughout Louisville. It is chaired by 
Brett Hudspeth.

Inclusion: Ensures outreach to every-
one within our community for all events 
including our interfaith and LGBTQ com-
munities. It is chaired by Derek Pugh.

Fun-lanthropy: Plans our rockin’ an-
nual event, special Ben Gurion events, 
Super Sunday, and creates a culture of 
philanthropy for all young adults. Jodi 
Halpern is the event chair and Becky 
Swansburg is the Ben Gurion Chair.

Inspired to participate? We still need 
your help! YAD is still looking for in-
terested young adults to help the clus-
ter system flourish. It’s not too late to 
help run a cluster or be a part of an al-
ready established one. YAD and the JCL 
would not be the same without its young 
adults. So please, let Berlow or Oser take 
you out for coffee and talk about ways to 
get involved. 

For more information about YAD or 
the events that we offer, please contact 
Berlow at bberlow@jewishlouisville.org 
or look for Oser at The J.

Devon Oser

Oser to Chair YAD; Division Restructured to Foster Greater Involvement

On November 11 and 12: Pause.  Take 
a breath. Let Shabbat do its magic.

Louisville joins the international cam-
paign launched in South Africa. The 
Shabbat Project – #KeepingItTogether!

The Louisville Shabbat Project is 
a unique, grassroots Jewish identity 
movement that is partnering with the in-
ternational Shabbat Project. Launched 
in South Africa in 2013, this global ini-
tiative spanned 913 cities last year, with 
over 1 million participants! 

The Louisville Shabbat Project is or-
ganized by a coalition of Jews from the 
entire spectrum of Jewish association 
and observance. Participation is open to 
all Jewish people. “We believe that labels 
are for clothes – not people,” said Young 
Adult and Hillel Director Benji Berlow. 
“We don’t care if you’re unaffiliated, Re-
constructionist, Reform, Conservative, 
Orthodox, Reconformidox or anything 
else – we invite you to join us in celebra-
tion ONE Shabbat as ONE people with 
ONE heart.”

Two community events are planned – 
the Great Big Challah Bake and a com-
munity-wide Havdallah celebration.

The Great Big Challah Bake will be 
Wednesday, November 9, at 7 p.m. in the J.

Jewish communities around the world 
will join together to make challahs for 
Shabbat. Whether starting from scratch 

or just kneading together, it’s about the 
shared experience. 

Every Challah Bake participant will 
receive their own bowl, ingredients, 
apron and other goodies.

You’ll learn how to whip up a batch 
of dough and braid it into a beautiful 
challah, which you’ll then take home to 
bake for Shabbat. “We’ll celebrate with 
song and dance,” Berlow said, “linking 
our community with other Jews all over 
the world who’ll be doing the exact same 
thing in this one 24-hour period. How 
amazing is that!”

The community-wide Havdalah cele-
bration will be Saturday, November 12, 
at 7 p.m. by the Baringer Hill Overlook 
at Cherokee Park.

Berlow and other community leaders 
will lead the beautiful Havdalah cere-
mony. “The word Havdalah means to 
differentiate, to distinguish,” Berlow ex-
plained. “The entire ceremony is to dis-
tinguish between Shabbat that we just 
experienced and the week that we are 
about to enter, both as an existence in 
time and as a feeling of existence. Our 
senses are ignited by the taste of wine, 
the smell of spices and vision of the can-
dles. We are reminded to distinguish our 
dark moments from the moments filled 
with light. We will have family friendly 
activities following the ceremony.”

Here are five other ways to celebrate:
Shabbat@OurPlace:  All you need is 

a few friends, a rotisserie chicken and 
#CandlesChallahWine    #Shabbat@Our-
Place   #Shabbat@YourPlace

CommunityShabbat:  Join one of the 
Shabbat Programs going on right here 
in Louisville.  #CommunityShabbat

StayCloseStayShabbat:  Instead of 
worrying about the future, hang out 
right where you already are    #StayClos-
eStayShabbat

ShabbatUnplugged:  Unplug from 
your devices, and plug into real life.  
L’Chayim.    #ShabbatUnplugged

ShabbatStaycation:  Pull an all nighter, 
25 hour eat/drink/pray/fun time with your 
favorite people.  #ShabbatStaycation

The Louisville Shabbat Project aims to 
inspire unity and bring Jewish people to-
gether from all walks of life.  We are pleased 
to have so many partnerships throughout 
the community to help promote this spe-
cial Shabbat Celebration from our Great 
Big Challah Bake on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 9 through to our Community-Wide 
Havdalah Celebration at Cherokee Park on 
Saturday, November 12.

The Louisville Shabbat Project-Louis-
ville is presented by The J and the Jewish 
Federation of Louisville with generous 
support from the Jewish Heritage Fund 
for Excellence.

Participate in the Louisville Shabbat Project November 9 and 12
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Expires 11/30/16
Dine In Only

Mon.-Th. 11-9 PM
Fri. 11-9:30 PM
Sat. 8-9:30 PM
Sun. 9-8 PM 

Of equal or greater value.
Not good with any other offers or discounts. 
Must present coupon at time of purchase.

Goose creek
Diner

by Shiela Steinman Wallace
Editor

E
ach year, Light Up CenterStage 
gets better than the year before 
and this year’s December event 
will keep up that tradition.

When the door open on Saturday, De-
cember 3, at 7 p.m., get ready to party. 
Eventualities will transform The J into 
a showplace befitting an elegant evening 
and the hardworking Light Up Center-
Stage Committee has instituted a num-
ber of changes that will make this year 
the best year yet.

“We heard people’s concerns last 
year,” said CenterStage Artistic Director 
John Leffert, “and have made changes 
accordingly to improve our guests’ ex-
perience.” Among the changes, the event 
will have a new layout and the flow of 
the event has been streamlined so the 
evening will end by 11 p.m.

This year’s theme is “Once Upon a 
Time….” “The décor will feature a steam 
punk theme of gears and clocks and 
such,” Leffert explained. “The theme 
was chosen as a way to celebrate Cen-
terStage’s past and present work as we 
begin our journey to an exciting future.”

“One of the things people told us they 
want is more food,” said Light Up Chair 
Sarah Harlan. This year’s hors d’oeuvres 
selection will include a pasta station and 
roasted vegetables. “Chef Z will be cater-
ing again,” she added, “and he does a won-
derful job.” There are reasons why he is 
one of the hottest catering chefs in the city.

There will be lots of elegant desserts 
again this year, but to keep things mov-
ing more smoothly, Harlan said, a tempt-
ing array will be set up on each table 
when patrons enter the auditorium for 
this year’s original Broadway revue and 
the live auction. That means no banan-
as foster this year, she noted, but there 
will still be plenty of goodies to choose 
from, you can enjoy them throughout 
the show and you won’t need to navigate 
through a bottleneck in the lobby to get 
to the show on time.

Last year, CenterStage introduced 
online bidding for the auction. It was 
a huge success despite minor glitches. 
This year, The J has improved its WiFi 
capabilities and Light Up CenterStage is 
using BidPal to ensure a better and eas-
ier silent auction bidding process. There 
will also be tech support people on hand 
to ensure the system can handle 250 
people bidding at once.

“The great thing about using online 
bidding,” Harlan explained, “is that you 
can bid on several items at once” and al-
ways know whether you’ve been outbid. 
“You don’t have to be right there watch-
ing the item.”

This year’s raffle promises the winner 
an exclusive, behind-the-scenes Broad-
way trip. The winner will travel to New 
York with John Leffert, Rabbi Stanley 
Miles and other CenterStage company 
members for an unforgettable experi-
ence that includes at least two shows 
and much more. Tickets are just $50 
each, and only 150 will be sold.

Of course, the evening will also in-
clude open bars, members of the Cen-
terStage Acting Company performing 
Leffert’s new original Broadway revue 
and a live auction with a professional 
auctioneer.

“I’m super excited,” Harlan said. “I 
love Light Up – it’s the most fun of the 
year. Where else can you go to see a 
Broadway-quality show, enjoy delicious 
hors d’oeuvres and sumptuous desserts 
provided by one of the hottest caterers in 
town and support the oldest community 
theatre in Kentucky?”

So get your cocktail attire ready and 
purchase your tickets today.

Early bird tickets, available through 
October 1 are $850 for a table of 10 or 
$95 for individual tickets. On November 

Light Up CenterStage Promises a Fabulous “Once Upon a Time ...” Evening
13, the prices go up to $950 for a table of 
10 or $108 for individual tickets.

Purchase tickets at www.jewishlouis-
ville.org/lightup or call or call Anne En-
sign-Urteaga, 502-238-2763 by November 
25. All proceeds of the evening benefit 
CenterStage Acting Out, an arts educa-
tion program, “opening minds, one act at 
a time.”

Sarah Harlan is Light Up CenterStage 
chair. Kelly Dodd is Light Up Center-
Stage Auction chair. Candy Pierce is 

CenterStage Board chair. 
Members of the Light Up Center-

Stage Committee are Sara Abner, Dona 
Boone, Jan Bowling, Kristy Calman, 
Ellie Catlett, Linda Davis, Carol Dines, 
Dr. Eugene Dorf, Virginia Evans, Emily 
Fields, Glenna Godsey, Frank Goodloe 
III, Abby Gordon, Lauren Morelli Ham-
mond, Rusty Henle, Jill Higginbotham, 
Cindy Hytken, Anthony Johnson, Barba-
ra Myerson Katz, Brian Martin, Rabbi 
Stan Miles, Sam Pilotte, Donald Platoff, 

Jordan Price, Christy Shircliff, Larry 
Singer, Janet Stiles, Ken Stites, Sandy 
Stoler, Leni Sweet and Carrie Syberg.

Staff includes CenterStage Artistic 
Director John R. Leffert, CenterStage 
Outreach Manager Joanna Blieden, 
CenterStage Administrator Anne En-
sign-Urteaga, JCC Development and 
Special Events Director, Lenae McKee 
Price and Jewish Community of Lou-
isville President and CEO Sara Klein 
Wagner.

tion for King David Society members, 
those who commit $25,000 or more to 
the Campaign, will begin at 5:30 p.m. 

Jay K. Footlik is the founding pres-
ident and CEO of Global Policy Ini-
tiatives (GPI), a policy and business 
development consulting firm focusing 
primarily on the Middle East. Jeff Ber-
kowitz, recognized by Politico as “an 
opposition research and policy ace,” is 
CEO of Delve, a competitive intelligence 
firm providing breakthrough insights 
for winning causes in the political, poli-
cy, and business arenas.

Prior to this, Footlik served as spe-
cial assistant to President Clinton in the 
White House, helping build support for 
a range of domestic and foreign policy 
issues and coordinating outreach to the 
American Jewish community.

Footlik has worked for several politi-
cal campaigns and is a former U.S. Con-
gressional candidate. He is a frequent 
speaker on topics ranging from U.S. pol-
itics and presidential elections to foreign 
policy and the Middle East.

From 1998-2003, he lived in Israel and 
worked on a variety of projects related 
to the peace process, including working 
with former Israeli Prime Minister Shi-
mon Peres.

Prior to founding Delve and its predeces-
sor firm, Berkowitz Public Affairs, Berkow-
itz led research and messaging operations 
for The White House, Mayor Rudy Giuliani’s 
presidential campaign, the Republican Na-
tional Committee, the U.S. Department of 
State, and several prominent private sector 
and non-profit organizations. 

His work as a well-regarded strategist 
led one prominent political reporter to 
declare, “Berkowitz plays chess while 
his opponents play checkers ... his depth 
of political knowledge is rare, even in a 
town like Washington.”

Berkowitz served three tours at the 
RNC under four chairmen in five elec-
tion cycles, serving as Research Direc-
tor on his final tour.  In that capacity, 
he oversaw all policy and legislative 
analysis and candidate and opposition 
research by the party. He also provided 
strategic guidance on messaging and 
communications to national and state 
party officials.  

His work at the RNC helped shape 
public opinion on Obamacare, the 2009 
economic stimulus package, financial 
regulatory reform, two Supreme Court 
nominations, and a range of other politi-
cal and policy issues in the lead up to the 
historic successes of the 2010 midterm 
elections.

Berkowitz has worked on numerous 
campaigns at the federal, state and local 
levels. For President Bush’s re-election, 
he served as senior defense and foreign 
policy analyst for the RNC and Bush-
Cheney 2004.

Berkowitz was the associate director 
for research in The White House Office 
of Scheduling and spearheaded com-
munity outreach on critical policy ini-
tiatives as the president’s liaison to the 
Jewish community. 

Berkowitz served as an advisor in the 
U.S. Department of State and as com-
munications director for the Center 
for U.S. Global Engagement. His other 
private sector and non-profit work has 
included an energy trade association 
seeking increased competition in elec-
tricity and natural gas markets and sev-
eral think tanks.

Berkowitz currently serves as chair-
man of America’s Future Foundation, a 
nationwide network fostering the next 
generation of liberty-minded leaders. He 

also serves on the board of the Hamil-
ton Foundation, which is dedicated to 
promoting policies and messages for a 
self-reliant and secure citizenry by em-
phasizing what American entrepreneur-
ship and history have shown to work 
best. Additionally, he is a member of the 
Young Leadership Board of the Republi-
can Jewish Coalition and a national coa-
lition leader for Maverick PAC.

Berkowitz has lectured widely on po-
litical and policy issues and tactics.

The 2017 Major Gifts Dinner is sup-
ported by Heaven Hill and KentuckyOne 
Health/Jewish Hospital.

To reserve your place, go to jewishlou-
isville.org/majorgifts or contact Kristy 
Benefield, 502-238-2739 or kbenefield@
jewishlouisville.org. The minimum con-
tribution to the 2017 Federation Cam-
paign required to attend the Major Gifts 
Dinner is $5,000 per individual or cou-
ple.

Jon Fleischaker and Jane Goldstein 
are co-chairs of the 2017 Major Gifts 
Campaign; Stacy Gordon-Funk is the 
Jewish Federation of Louisville’s vice 
president of philanthropy and Sara 
Klein Wagner is the Jewish Community 
of Louisville’s president and CEO.

Editor’s note: Portions of this story 
came from the official biographies of Jay 
Footlik and Jeff Berkowitz.

MAJOR GIFTS
Continued from page 1

Are you new to the 
Louisville Jewish 

community? 
or 

Do you know someone who has come 
to Louisville within the last year? 

Let the Jewish Community of Louisville 
make the connection. 

Please let us know you're here by giving 
your name, address and phone number 

to Kristy at the JCL, 502-238-2739 
or kbenefield@jewishlouisville.org 

Welcome to 
Louisville! 

Jewish Community of Louisville 
3600 Dutchmans Lane 
Louisville, Kentucky 40205 
(502) 459-0660, jewishlouisville.org 
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apprised. 
“Several years ago,” she added, “Jeff 

led our Planning and Allocations Com-
mittee when we had some big decisions 
in front of us, and I know both from his 
volunteer and professional experience 
that he is a thinker. He’s contemplative 
and intuitive. He sees the big picture.”

Through J-Tomorrow!, the JCL recog-
nizes the world is changing and our Jew-
ish community in Louisville is changing. 
In the 1950’s, a group of visionary lead-
ers purchased a property on Dutchmans 
Lane and built the current J. 

For more than 60 years, this building 
has served us well, but it is not always 
going to meet our needs. It has already 
been through several additions and a 
major renovation. “We’re not in dire 
straits,” said Goldberg, “but we are now 
thinking about the future. We’re at the 
point where the building is reaching the 
end of its serviceable life” and the time 
has come to make decisions. We are 
proud of our outstanding early learning 
Center, health and wellness, camp and 
innovative Arts and Ideas programs, we 
need a facility to support these new ex-
periences” and be flexible enough to sus-
tain us for several generations to come.”

To accomplish this, Goldberg is pull-
ing together a leadership team that will 
manage all aspects of the project. “J-To-
morrow! is really going to be a group 
effort that’s going to require help from 
many people across the community 
from multiple generations and multiple 
backgrounds,” Goldberg said. “We’re go-
ing to have issues to deal with ranging 
from facility design to trying to predict 
what kind of programming will be re-
quired – long term, not just short term 
– to financial issues and public relations. 
So we really need everybody in the com-
munity to participate” by contributing 
ideas, coming to focus groups or volun-
teering in other capacities.

There have been numerous studies 
done in the past, and J-Tomorrow! will 
use those as a starting point. The group 
will gather additional information as 
necessary to fill in gaps and ensure that 
plans are on target to meet tomorrow’s 
needs.

“More information is rarely a bad 
thing, but what’s different now is we ac-
tually have a goal that we’re working to-
ward. In the past, we’ve done studies but 
we have not been ready to take the big 
step. We’re looking at replacing a facil-
ity that’s served the community for the 
last six decades and we hope to have a 
facility that will serve the community at 
least that long. So, we want to make sure 
that we’re doing the kind of information 
gathering and forward gazing that is 
going to help us design a facility that’s 

going to serve this community for many 
generations.”

A generous grant from Jewish Her-
itage Fund for Excellence has enabled 
the JCL to take some concrete steps to-
ward this goal. Wagner expressed grati-
tude for the support, adding, “we’ve been 
able to really step up our work on this 
project and move forward.”

“The JHFE grant has also enabled the 
JCL to engage Chris Bingaman as proj-
ect manager for J-Tomorrow! and Karen 
Sherman to consult on our communica-
tion planning,” Wagner said. Bingaman 
is an expert in successfully taking proj-
ects like this from the initial planning to 
completion and will work closely with 
J-Tomorrow! to ensure all the details are 
handled properly. Sherman is a commu-
nications expert.

“We’ve engaged engineers and other 
professionals to help us look at land and 
facilities and take the hard look at what 
our property and our buildings can and 
cannot handle for the future,” she add-
ed. 

An engineer has evaluated the current 
building and reported that it would be 
more cost effective to build a new facili-
ty designed for today’s utilities and tech-
nology than to renovate and modernize 
the current facility.

Goldberg, Wagner and the JCL Board 
are currently recruiting the J-Tomor-
row! leadership team. That team will 
establish committees to handle different 
aspects of the project, and there will be 
many opportunities for community par-
ticipation. Those committees are expect-
ed to be up and running within the next 
few months.

While he knows that discussions 
about a possible new facility have been 
ongoing for quite some time, Goldberg 
stressed, “we’re designing a facility that, 
if we do our job well, will serve the com-
munity well and meet our needs for 
many years. So taking extra necessary 
time to be sure that we get it right, that 
we get everybody’s input that we need to, 
and that we take maximum opportuni-
ties to think outside the box and come 
up with a leading edge facility will be 
time well spent. We want to come up 
with something with reasonable expe-
diency, but most importantly we want it 
done really, really well.” 

“We really want input from every-
body,” he explained, “and especially 
people who may not currently feel that 
they’re being well served by the facili-
ties that are available. We want to know 
what needs are not being met in our 
community and how can we facilitate 
people who feel disenfranchised to be-
come the part of the community, what 
kinds of program and what kinds of fa-
cilities we’re missing.” 

“We are a Jewish Community Center,” 
observed Goldberg, “and we will always 

meet the needs of our Jewish communi-
ty, but we also give back to and welcome 
the larger Louisville community, some 
of whom have been JCC members for 
generations.”

“The JCC is part of the Jewish com-
munity’s contribution to the city we live 
in, so we want to have the kind of facility 
that makes programs and services avail-
able that aren’t currently being met by 
anyone else. We need to identify what 
those needs are and, in some cases, the 
Louisville community may not know 
they need those services yet, so we need 
to be forward looking enough to say 
what these needs are going to be in the 
future.” 

“This is a fantastic opportunity for 
this community to really be on the cut-
ting edge of medium sized Jewish com-
munities in the United States, Goldberg 
said. “We can have a facility that can 
reenergize the Jewish community. It 
will be a place for current members and 
future members to find what they need. 
This could really become something that 
would contribute to Louisville being an 
even better place to live, and for Jewish 
families to move to and help grow our 
community.”

A Louisville native, Goldberg said, “I 
grew up at the JCC and attended camp 
here. I was involved in the teen clubs 
here, I worked at camp here and I partic-
ipated in the youth orchestra at the JCC 
under Rubin Sher, so I spent a great deal 
of time here in my formative years.”

As a young adult, he moved away from 
Louisville, but later chose to return to 
the city. “Ever since my wife [Alyson] 
and I moved back in 2001, we and our 
daughter [Sophia] have been involved in 
programs at the JCC and we recognize 
the importance of this facility to this 
community both now and in the future.”

Goldberg is a gynecologic oncologist 
who earned his M.D. from Northwest-
ern University in Chicago and for the 
past two years, he worked as the chief 
medical officer at Jewish Hospital and 
Our Lady of Peace. Throughout his 
professional life, Goldberg has received 
numerous grants and contracts and has 
a long list of publications. He has also 
given many presentations on cancer and 
cancer-related topics, some of which he 
made to local Jewish groups.

In addition to several professional 
awards, Goldberg received the Jewish 
Federation of Louisville’s Lewis W. Cole 
Memorial Young Leadership Award in 
2007. He was a member of the Jewish 
Community Federation Board and its 
Executive Committee and Governance 
Committee. He was also a member of its 
Planning and Allocations Committee for 
four years and its chair for two years. He 
has also volunteered with other organi-
zations in the community.

J-TOMORROW!
Continued from page 1

The 21st Annual Doctors’ Ball, host-
ed by the Jewish Hospital & St. Mary’s 
Foundation, part of KentuckyOne 
Health, helped honor the service of area 
physicians and community leaders, and 
raised more than $243,000 for the Pul-
monary Rehab Program at Frazier Re-
hab Institute. 

More than 600 people attended this 
year’s event, which was held on October 
15, at the Marriott Louisville Downtown. 
The 2016 Doctors’ Ball recognized some 
of the area’s most innovative and car-
ing doctors and community leaders in-
cluding: Dr. Kelly McMasters, Ephraim 
McDowell Physician of the Year; George 
and Mary Lee Fischer, Community 
Leaders of the Year; Dr. Manuel Grimal-
di, Compassionate Physician Award; Dr. 
Ronald Levine, Excellence in Education 
Award; Dr. Erica Sutton, Excellence in 
Community Service Award; and Dr. 
Charlotte Gay Stites, Humana Physi-
cian Excellence in Community Health 
Award. 

Proceeds from this year’s Doctors’ 
Ball will benefit Frazier Rehab Institute’s 
Pulmonary Rehab Program, known for 
its world-class comprehensive acute 
care. Nearly 30 million people suffer 
from chronic lung ailments, resulting 
in weakness, shortness of breath and 
exhaustion, severely limiting a person’s 
ability to enjoy an active lifestyle. Fra-
zier Rehab Institute’s Pulmonary Rehab 
Program serves patients with chronic 
bronchitis, emphysema, asthma, pul-
monary fibrosis, lung cancer, thoracic 
surgery, post-polio syndrome and other 
disorders that compromise respiratory 
function.

The goal of the Pulmonary Rehab 
Program is to assist patients in realizing 
functional independence, productivity, 
social adjustment, and improve their 

Leslie Buddeke Smart, Robert Waterman, Ronald Levine, MD, and Jennifer Nolan

self-esteem. The program is designed to 
help patients improve their strength, en-
durance and breathing efficiency.

Plans are underway to help expand 
and renovate the Pulmonary Rehab Pro-
gram. This $825,000 project will help 
accommodate additional patients who 
need rehabilitation services in the Lou-
isville community, refurbish facilities to 
provide up-to-date and state-of-the-art 
equipment to the patients and families 
served, and grow the capacity to treat 
patients with pulmonary disease in an 
outpatient setting. 

Jewish Hospital & St. Mary’s Foun-
dation supports the Louisville market 
of KentuckyOne Health’s drive for ex-
cellence by inspiring donors to make a 
tangible difference through their phil-
anthropic investment in outstanding pa-
tient care facilities and services, the ed-
ucation of caregivers, advanced clinical 
research and improved access to quality 
medical care.

2016 Doctors’ Ball Raises $243,000 for Pulmonary Rehab Program

er them to create caring communities, 
nurture congregations, cultivate person-
al and spiritual growth, and advocate for 
and promote progressive Jewish values.

After Havdalah on Saturday, the new 
Central District board for 2016-18 will 
be installed by Bleeker Franks. Stanley 
Miles, rabbi emeritus of Temple Shalom, 
will bless the board. Incoming board 
members include Sheilah Abramson-
Miles, president; Susan Glazer, vice 
president of development and special 
projects; Jerri Kaye Mobley, area direc-
tor; and Judy Berzof, parliamentarian.  

Saturday evening’s entertainment will 
feature Jonathan Wolff, who will pres-
ent his Seinfeld Music Guy program.  

During the conference, there will be a 
bridge walk and basket auction to bene-
fit the WRJ Youth, Education and Spe-
cial Projects (YES) Fund, which assists 
Reform Jewish institutions and individ-
uals worldwide.  

WRJ
Continued from page 5
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by Lee Chottiner
Special to Community

J
ane Goldstein came to the Jew-
ish Federation of Louisville’s 2017 
Campaign Kickoff bearing a folder 
full of newspaper clippings

The stories, from old issues of Com-
munity, reported on how she had served 
as campaign chair or co-chair in 2005 
and 2006. Before reading them, she had 
not recalled both stints.

 “I knew I had chaired this campaign 
before. I did not remember I had chaired 
it twice before.” Goldstein told the gath-
ering. “Now, it’s years later, and I’m 
back.”

She is co-chairing the 2017 campaign 
with Jon Fleischaker charged for the 
third time in her adult life to raise the 
funds to sustain Jewish Louisville.

Soon, though, she knows that younger 
Jews must step up and take a turn.

“There really should be someone 
much younger than I chairing this,” 
Goldstein said, “but I look forward to 
preparing the next generation of leaders.

Empowering younger people is a chal-
lenge facing Jewish communities across 
the country – on the giving end as well 
as in leadership.

In Louisville, for instance, more than 
75 percent of donors of $5,000 or more 
are 60 and older, Goldstein said, though 
some of those gifts are through endow-
ments. 

Fresh from a highly successful 2016 
campaign, which brought in $2.1 mil-
lion, the September 21 kickoff took on 
a l’dor v’dor (generation to generation) 
theme as speakers, including the guest 
of honor, spoke of energizing young 
adults to get them involved and ulti-
mately assume local and national lead-
ership roles.

“Jon and I are committed, not only 
to raising funds, but involving a young-
er group of people to take us forward,” 
Goldstein said.

It’s an issue that guest speaker Wayne 
Kimmel understands well.

A venture capitalist, author and Jew-
ish community leader from Philadel-
phia, Kimmel, 46, is one of those young 
Jewish leaders that Louisville and many 
other cities are looking for.

In his 30-minute address, he moti-
vated the 50-plus people in attendance, 
advising them on how to draw his age 
group into service.

First and foremost, “it’s cool to be 
Jewish,” he said, making that the man-
tra that must be sold to the next gener-
ation.

It’s not an impossible sale, Kimmel as-
sured them.

 “It sounds liked this community is 
at a very interesting place, and you can 
change the way things are done in the 
next five years, 10 years, 30 years,” he 
said. “You can touch young people, mid-
dle age people. This is your time.”

He urged those in leadership to be 
bold in reaching out to their community, 
to take some chances.

“Don’t ask other people if it’s OK,” he 
said, “just go do it.”

Kimmel understands the art of doing.
The managing  partner of Seven-

tySix Capital, the venture capital firm 
he founded in 1999, he has invested in 
over 40 startup technology and health-
care companies. Among his best-known 
picks are NutriSystem, GrubHub and 
Take Care Health Systems.

He is on the boards of Jewish Feder-
ations of North America, Jewish Feder-
ation of Greater Philadelphia, Einstein 
Healthcare Network, and the  Kimmel 
Center for the Performing Arts. 

“I do wear my Jewishness on my 
sleeve,” he said. “I’m proud of it, and I 
think it’s something we can teach oth-
ers.”

With that, he pulled up a slide on his 
PowerPoint presentation, a collage of 
well-known Jews in positions of power 
throughout America – veterans of Face-
book, Google, Microsoft, the NFL and 
other enterprises.

This kind of success, he said, is a pow-
erful marketing tool for Jewish commu-
nities. “This is what fires up these young 
people because this is what they want to 
be,” he said

“We have to think big,” he added. “We 
can do anything we want.”

It’s not all about money, though. Kim-
mel said Israel, even rituals, could still 
attract young, successful – though unaf-
filiated – Jews into Jewish activism.

Missions are indispensable, he said. 

They shouldn’t be just for the biggest do-
nors or most influential people. Reach 
out to new people including young en-
trepreneurs. Send smaller missions to 
Israel consisting of people who don’t 
know each other. Let them bond and 
catch the fever.

Those people, he said, will return to 
Louisville energized and ready to be ac-
tive in the community. 

Then there is ritual. In Kimmel’s 
house, he, his wife and two children 
light Shabbat candles. He doesn’t pre-
tend that they never miss a week or al-
ways strike the match at the moment of 
sundown, but they do it. Everyone in the 
Kimmel household knows it’s import-
ant.

Kimmel lauded the leadership of 
President and CEO Sara Wagner, Vice 
President of Philanthropy Stacy Gor-
don-Funk, saying they can pilot this 
kind of outreach – a point with which 
Jay Klempner, chairman of the Board 
of the Jewish Community of Louisville, 
agreed.

To build on this year’s success, Klemp-
ner said, will require a more personal 
approach to fundraising.

“It’s touching them throughout the 
year instead of making a phone call 
and saying, ‘would you make a donation 
again this year?’ It’s important to stay 
in touch and stay informed,” he said. 
“I think our campaign and allocations 
process does just that.”

Still, during the Q&A with Kimmel, 
Klempner said it isn’t easy coming up 
with ways to motivate all sectors of Jew-
ish Louisville, but the Campaign team is 
ready to undertake the task.

Kimmel urged him and everyone in 
the room to just tell Jewish Louisville’s 
story, saying the JCL already has the 
“building blocks of people.”

“Now it’s time to go out and tell your 
story,” he said. “Invite people in to the 
party.”

Speakers Call for Youth to Step Up at 2017 Federation Campaign Kick Off

JCL Board Chair Jay Klempner, Campaign Co-Chair Jane 
Goldstein and speaker Wayne Kimmel

Ed Cohen, Debbie Friedman and Ralph Green

Mark Behr and Peter Resnik Laurence Nibur

Carol Wishnia, Leon and Helen Wahba, Leni Sweet and 
Lenae Price

Denise Schiller and Jerry Fine Sara Klein Wagner, Stacy Gordon-Funk and Robin Miller

Michael and Phyllis Shaikun and Jeff and Aly Goldberg Ariel Kronenberg, Lance and Amy Gilbert, Guy Lerner

Rabbis Zack Balustein, Robert Slosberg, Yitzy Mandel Bob Sachs, Lee Chottiner and Jay Klempner

PHOTOS BY TED WIRTH
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by Dr. Ranen Omer-Sherman
Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence Chair of 
Judaic Studies, University of Louisville

For many of us, the new season of 
a series regarded as among the most 
transformative as well as profoundly 
Jewish popular cultural phenomenon 
of recent years is cause for celebration. 
Created by Jill Soloway, Transparent de-
buted its first season in full in Septem-
ber of 2014 on Amazon.com’s streaming 
service. Transparent intimately tracks a 
family of secular Jewish Angelinos, the 
Pfeffermans, in the aftermath of the 
patriarch’s transitioning from Mort to 
Maura. 

The series has garnered much atten-
tion, including Golden Globes for both 
“Best Television Series – Musical or 
Comedy” and for “Best Actor in a Tele-
vision Series – Musical or Comedy” (for 
actor Jeffrey Tambor as Maura), as well 
as  2015 and 2016 Emmy Awards to both 
Jeffrey Tambor and Jill Soloway.

Throughout Jill Soloway’s playful and 
profound portrayals of Jews and other 
individuals who constantly appear to be 
morphing between identities, partners, 
and homes, we find an affirmation of 
what has become the most tradition-
al subject of modern Jewish narrative 
art, namely the struggle to negotiate 
between inherited and chosen identities 
while at the same time audacious re-
imaginings of just what those boundar-
ies constitute. 

That “traditionalism” is inherent in 
the first season’s stark invocation of Par-
shat Lech Lecha, the third weekly Torah 
portion in the annual cycle of Torah 
reading (Genesis 12:1-17:27) which, as 
the series unfolds, imaginatively comes 
to signify the often lonely or exilic “go-
ing forth” or unravelling of each of the 
Pffermans’ individual journeys in the 
sunny landscape of southern Califor-
nia, America’s quintessential realm of 
self-reinvention. 

As it happens, Lech Lecha is also a ma-
jor character’s bat mitzvah Torah por-
tion and it is representative of the chaos 
and uncertainties swirling through the 
lives of all the characters that this cru-
cial coming-of-age ceremony never even 
takes place.

Dubbed by the New Yorker’s Emi-

ly Nussbaum a “stealth masterpiece,” 
Transparent captures the psychological, 
social and historical dynamics of being 
transgender at precisely the moment 
that transgender individuals have come 
out to American mass culture. Simulta-
neously, in the Pfeffermans, Transpar-
ent presents the most substantively and 
recognizably Jewish family in the histo-
ry of American television. 

The portrayal of Jewish life is brim-
ming with Jewish life rituals (including 
a richly symbolic focus on mikvahs) and 
traditions of all kinds. Especially with 
the ambitious second season addition 
of a second temporality – 1930s Berlin – 
the show offers intersecting genealogies 
of gender and Jewishness in America. 

The third season, just released, sub-
stantively deepens the conflicts of the 
major characters while significantly 
intensifying the Jewish themes of the 
first two seasons. As she conceives each 
of her unsettled character’s disparate 
outcomes, their unsettled and unset-
tling becomings, director and writer Jill 
Solloway seems guided by something 
very much akin to the wisdom of the 
great Jewish American author Grace 
Paley’s spiritual ethos: “Everyone, real 
or invented, deserves the open destiny 
of life.” No spoilers here, but the richly 
textured story-lines of the third season 
more than fulfill that premise.

I am especially pleased that an entire 
academic conference this winter at the 
University of Rochester will be devot-
ed to exploring the series’ multidimen-
sional nature, especially its engagement 
with the complexities of contemporary 
Jewish identity. 

I am excited to join other scholars, 
writers, and critics to discuss all things 
Transparent. My colleagues and I antic-
ipate conversations taking place at the 
nexus of sex and gender studies, Jewish 
studies, American studies, and media 
studies. Special panels will be devoted 
to an exciting range of topics including 
“Queer Berlin and Queer Hollywood,” 
“Secular Jewish Culture,” “Trauma, 
Memory and Secrets” and “Transgres-
sion, Atonement, and Ritual.” 

I wish all who are current fans of the 
show happy viewing and everyone else 
to give Transparent a try!

Reflections on the New Season of Transparent

by Shiela Steinman Wallace
Editor

I
nterfaith Paths to Peace held a gala 
celebrating its 20th anniversary of 
peacemaking on Thursday, October 
6, at Second Presbyterian Church. 

The gala, which was also IPP’s seventh 
annual My Recipe for Peace dinner, 
drew a large crowd.

Amid the celebration of peacemaking, 
IPP’s executive director, Haleh Kaimi, 
took time to pay tribute to a long-time 
IPP supporter and member, Lee B. 
Thomas, who recently passed away.

To honor him, IPP renamed their 
highest annual award the Lee B. Thom-
as Peacemaker of the Year Award, and 
presented it to another prominent 
peacemaker from Louisville who passed 

away this year, Muhammad Ali. Mayor 
Greg Fischer accepted the award on Ali’s 
behalf.

This year, there were five presenters 
who gave their recipes for peace and 
submitted actual recipes to distribute to 
all attendees.

Marta Miranda, president and CEO 
of the Center for Women and Families, 
spoke about the interplay of power and 
control and called on those present to 
oppose violence, to recognize that with-
in each of us there is both victim and 
perpetrator, and saying that “We are all 
responsible for each other.

Matt Goldberg, Jewish Community 
Relations Council director, talked about 
the many diverse projects he works with 
in his job – advocacy for Israel and for 
Jewish students in public schools, work-
ing with legislators at all levels about 
issues of concern to the Jewish com-
munity, ensuring Holocaust education 
continues across the community and 
working for social justice. He identified 
peace and peacemaking as the common 
thread in all his work.

Ruthie Belza, a 15-year-old student at 
Mercy Academy who has been working 
for peace since she was in Fred Whittak-
er’s class at St. Francis of Assisi in the 
sixth grade, said she views peace as an 
action that must be pursued, not a gift 
that is given. She said, “May God bless 
us with anger” against injustice and 

exploitation. She recounted how Holo-
caust Survivor Fred Gross shared his 
story of survival and empowered her 
and her peers. “I hope it sparked anger 
in them,” she said, “the right kind of an-
ger to spark change.”

Community activist Christopher 2X 
brought three victims of gun violence 
with him, and explained how each of 
them overcame their injuries and today 
they are “ambassadors for peace” in our 
community.

Dr. Muhammad Babar, president of 
Muslim Americans for Compassion, is 
a frequent participant and leader in in-
terfaith activities and is always doing 
things to make life better for others. 
This time, however, he spoke urgently of 
a personal problem. He and his family 
are Muslims and he has two sons who 
attend public schools. 

This year, it is his family that is suf-
fering from prejudice. “How long will it 
take,” he asked, “before my family will 
enjoy the same respect as others” in-
stead of being forced into hiding after a 
terrorist attack. “Like every other child,” 
he continued, “my sons also deserve 
to enjoy Pokemon rather than wonder 
what other students think of them and 
their faith.”

Harry Pickens and John Gage pro-
vided music for the event. LIFEbar and 
Ramsi’s Café catered the event.

At IPP Recipe for Peace Dinner, Messages Are Personal This Year

The steering committee that orga-
nized Rabbi Kula’s visit is made up of 
the professional leadership of our com-
munity including directors, rabbis and 
cantors. Sara Wagner, Jewish Commu-
nity of Louisville president and CEO, 
noted, “this is an important step for our 
Jewish Louisville community. As our 
steering committee worked together 
over the past six months to make this a 
reality, we have had the opportunity to 
share our hopes, concerns and dreams 
for the community. 

“Each of our organizations is meeting 
the needs of many community mem-
bers,” she continued, “but certainly not 
all. As a group we have committed to 
work together to best meet the needs of 
those currently involved, to better un-
derstand what needs we are not meet-
ing, who we are not reaching and pri-
oritize for long terms changes that are 
facing our community. We recognize we 
can not take anything for granted. 

“Rabbi Kula has a unique ability to 
define the changes in our society and 
Jewish life in general,” she added. “As a 
result of Rabbi Kula’s visit our organi-
zations have agreed to work together to 
prioritize real change and ensuring we 
bring the community closer together. 

“This community think tank is a 
wonderful opportunity to hear what 
the most pressing issues are and better 
understand the steps we will be taking 
together,” she saud.

In addition to leading the open meet-
ing, Rabbi Kula will meet privately with 
the leadership of the agencies and con-
gregations..

The Jewish Heritage Fund for Excel-
lence is investing in the future of the 
Louisville Jewish community by mak-
ing grants that encourage community 
discussion and effective planning. To-
ward this goal, JHFE made it possible to 
bring Rabbi Kula to Louisville, creating 
this opportunity for open dialogue.

CLAL is a national leadership training 
institute, think tank and resource center 
that helps Jewish communities encour-
age pluralism and openness, promotes 
dynamic, inclusive Jewish communities, 
in which all voices are heard, nurtures 
volunteer, professional and  rabbinic 
leaders, and helps people reimagine 
Jewish life.

An internationally renowned  speak-
er, Rabbi Kula has inspired people 
worldwide by using Jewish wisdom to 
speak to all aspects of modern life and 
relationships. An engaged and thought-
ful trader in the global marketplace of 

ideas, he led a Passover Seder in Bhutan; 
consulted with government officials in 
Rwanda; helped build cultural and in-
terfaith bridges in Qatar; and met with 
leaders as diverse as the Dalai Lama and 
Queen Noor to discuss compassionate 
leadership in the 21st century. 

Across the U.S., he works constantly 
with religious, business and community 
leaders, corporate and family founda-
tions, and religious and philanthropic 
institutions to promote leadership devel-
opment and institutional change.

For all this and more, Rabbi Kula re-
ceived the 2008 Walter Cronkite Faith 
and Freedom Award for his work “to-
ward equality, liberty and a truly in-
terreligious community.”  Fast Compa-
ny  magazine and  Religion and Ethics 
Newsweekly (PBS) both named him one 
of the leaders shaping the American 
spiritual landscape, and he has been list-
ed in Newsweek for many years as one of 
America’s “Most Influential Rabbis.”

Rabbi Kula is in constant demand for 
his distinctive perspective on both spir-
itual and secular matters by the media. 
A regular on FoxNews.com’s God Talk, 
he’s appeared frequently on NBC’s  To-
day Show, was a repeat guest on The 
Oprah Winfrey Show and has appeared 
on  The O’Reilly Factor  (Fox),  Front-
line (PBS), and PoliticsDaily.com, among 
others. A blogger for The Huffington 
Post and the Washington Post’s “On 
Faith,” he co-hosted the weekly radio 
show,  Hirschfield and Kula.  He is also 
the Co-founder and Executive Editor of 
The Wisdom Daily, which can be found 
at www.thewisdomdaily.com.

Rabbi Kula has written several in-
fluential texts on religion and spiritu-
ality. His most recent book,  Yearnings: 
Embracing the Sacred Messiness of 
Life  (2006), won a “Books for a Better 
Life” award and was named one of the 
“Best Spiritual Books of 2006” by Spiri-
tuality & Health. He also wrote and was 
featured in Time for a New God (2004), 
an acclaimed documentary in which he 
muses on religion as a “giant tool box” 
for personal and social transformation.

Rabbi Kula received his B.A. in Phi-
losophy from Columbia University, his 
B.H.L. from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America (JTSA) in NY, and 
his M.A. in Rabbinics and Rabbinic Or-
dination from JTSA. An eighth-genera-
tion rabbi, he has headed congregations 
in St. Louis, MO; Queens, NY; and Je-
rusalem, Israel and co-founded the Aitz 
Hayim Center for Jewish Living in Chi-
cago.

More information about CLAL is 
available at www.clal.org.

KULA
Continued from page 1
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The Jewish Community of Louisville gratefully 
acknowledges donations to the following

JCC SECOND CENTURY FUNDS 
AND OTHER ENDOWMENTS

OF LOUISVILLE
Jewish Federation

3600 Dutchmans Lane • Louisville, KY 40205
502-459-0660 • jewishlouisville.org

JUDITH BENSINGER SENIOR ADULT 
FUND
HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF LOUIS LEVY 
HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF WILMA LEVY

CARL BENSINGER

SADYE & MAURICE GROSSMAN 
COMMUNITY SERVICE CAMP FUND 
MEMORY OF CAROL BEHR
MAZEL TOV TO HARRIET DICTER
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN
HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF GERRY SNYDER

JUDIE SHERMAN

FLORENCE KREITMAN ISAACS 
SUMMER CAMP FUND
HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF LOIS GUSHIN

BARBARA HYMSON

EDITH SHIRLEY AND ALBERT 
SPIVAK SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

MICHAEL KLEIN

ALLAN KLING CHILDREN’S FUND
HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF YAEL WAGNER

MARGOT AND DAVID KLING

DAVID AND ANNETTE SIMON
SAGERMAN SPECIAL EVENTS FUND
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

SARA AND HOWARD WAGNER
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

JERRY AND MAURA TEMES

IRVIN AND BETTY ZEGART SENIOR
ADULT FUND
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

RHONDA FALLER

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF 
LOUISVILLE ALSO
GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES 
DONATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING

SANDRA K. BERMAN MEMORIAL
SHALOM LOUISVILLE FUND
HONOR OF THE RESPECTIVE RETIREMENTS OF 
RABBI
STANLEY AND MRS. SHEILAH MILES
RECOVERY OF LINDA FUCHS
RECOVERY OF BARBARA PASS
HONOR OF B’AT MITZVAH OF THE GRANDCHILD OF
STEPHEN AND HELEN SWEITZER
MEMORY OF DELINA (DELI) BAZAN

JAN AND AL GLAUBINGER

JEWISH COMMUNITY OF LOUISVILLE
HONOR OF RONALD LEVINE

SYLVIA KLEIN
HONOR OF THE ENGAGEMENT OF SCOTT TIELL

BOB AND JUDY TIELL
MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER

JENNIFER SAMUELSON

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF HAROLD GORDON

SHARON AND ED GOULD
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

JAY NUSSBAUM AND BARBARA TRAGER
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

SHIELA WALLACE
MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER

SHIELA WALLACE
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

C.D. DOSKER, III 
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

HANK BERNSTEIN
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

LINDA AND STUART GOLDBERG
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

JULIE AND JIM ENSIGN
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

JOYCE AND JOE WOLF
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

MARTHA FROCKT
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

SUE AND TOM SOBEL
MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER

MIKE AND COLLEEN ABATE
MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER

LOIS KOHN-CLAAR AND GARY CLAAR
MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER

JOAN MAYHUGH AND ROBERT KOEHLER
MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER

MARTIN DUFFY
MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER

GEORGE AND KATHRYN
CHRISTOPHERSON

MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER
JANE GOLDSTEIN

MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER
KATHY QUESENBERRY AND DAVID
MONOHAN

MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER
MARK VANDERLAAN

MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER
JOHN BUGBEE

MIRIAM AND DENNIS FINE BEBER 
CAMP MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND
HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF YAEL WAGNER

LIL KITTOWER

JAY LEVINE YOUTH FUND
HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF JAYE BITTNER

LINDA AND STUART GOLDBERG
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

BOB AND JUDY TIELL
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

DAVID AND BEV WEINBERG
MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER

BOB AND JUDY TIELL
MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER

MARSHA BORNSTEIN

STACY MARKS NISENBAUM FUND
MEMORY OF GEORGE KLEIN

LOIS AND IVAN MARKS

SKOLNICK-GUMER COMMUNITY 
ENRICHMENT FUND
MEMORY OF DAVID FLEISCHAKER

SARA AND HOWARD WAGNER

by Rabbi Dr. Nadia Siritsky
Vice President of Mission  
KentuckyOne Health

O
nce upon a time, there was a 
man who owned a donkey. He 
would offer a ride on his don-
key to those who were looking 

to cross the hot desert. One day, a man 
purchased this service and the custom-
er, the owner and the donkey took off 
across the desert. After a few hours, the 
customer who was riding on the donkey 
decided he wanted to take a break. So, 
he dismounted and, seeing that the don-
key cast a nice shadow, sat down in the 
shade of the animal.

The owner of the donkey was not 
pleased at this, as he now had to sit in 
the blazing sun and wait, while the oth-
er one napped comfortably. The owner 
decided that he wanted the shade of the 
donkey – after all, it was his donkey! So, 
waiting until the customer fell asleep, 
the owner moved his donkey a few feet 
over and sat down in the shade of his 
donkey, which left his customer burning 
in the hot sun.

Sensing the heat that was now barrel-
ing down on him, the customer woke up 
and yelled, “How dare you. I paid for this 
donkey.” To which the owner replied, 
“You paid for the donkey, but not the 
donkey’s shadow. If you want the shad-
ow as well, you will have to pay more.” 

The two men began to argue and the 
argument got so heated that the owner 
of the donkey slapped the customer. The 
customer slapped him back and they be-
gan to fight. The fighting got so loud that 
the donkey became frightened and ran 
off leaving the man and the customer 
with no donkey and no shade. The two 
men sat in the burning sun and suffered 
– all because they were fighting over a 
shadow. And in the end, their argument 
left them both with nothing.

Isn’t that the way it goes with argu-
ments? Usually, it is over something 
small, nitpicky and not very important. 
But then the ego gets involved, and the 
littlest issue gets blown way out of pro-
portion … and next thing you know, 
both sides are left with nothing! Even if 
it is only one ego, it can still be enough 
to cause total chaos. And even when it 
isn’t over something small, even when 
it is over something big and important, 
when we let anger and ego lead the way, 
everything really is lost.

In fact, it’s when anger and ego lead 
the way, that we usually become suscep-
tible to the most dangerous thought of 

all: I can only win if the other person 
loses. It’s a dangerous thought, because 
it’s a very slippery slope that leads us to 
believe that we need to push the other 
person down, in order to become the 
winner. 

This story comes to remind us that 
we are all interconnected, and we need 
to help each other. If we focus only on 
winning, only on what we ourselves 
want, only on our own ego’s need, only 
on justifying ourselves and proving that 
we are right – then we wind up all losing. 

The Hebrew calendar tells us that we 
are currently in the month of Chesh-
van, which our sages have called “mar 
Cheshvan” which literally means bitter 
Cheshvan. The tradition tells us that this 
is because this is the one month when 
there are no holidays. It is almost as if, 
after all the high holy days, we are now 
given a chance to see how we apply all of 
our great new year resolutions. 

It is one thing to pray for forgiveness 
and blessing inside the synagogue, it is 
another to be forced to make change in 
moments of darkness, bitterness and 
acrimony. In the moments of challenge, 
one can discern the true tests of char-
acter. From a spiritual perspective, the 
greatest of wins is not that of the indi-
vidual ego, it is that of tikkun olam (the 
healing of the world).

The rabbis explain that this is why 
the Torah commands us: Tzedek, tzedek 
tirdof: Justice, justice shall you pursue. 
The medieval commentator Rashi says: 
The word justice is repeated twice to 
say – justice for you and justice for me. 
It isn’t justice if it is only just for one par-
ty. Justice requires moving beyond the 
ego’s need to be right and the other per-
son to be wrong. 

This is true for governments and po-
litical parties, organizations and com-
munities; and this is also true for us, in 
our own relationships. Too often, we get 
so caught up in being right, that we lose 
sight of the larger relationship or con-
text. 

In an argument, it can be hard to not 
react, when our ego gets wounded. But 
the Torah wants us to learn how to work 
together, to make peace, to listen – not 
with our minds, but with our hearts. 
The real spiritual task is to find a way to 
feel compassion for one another, even in 
the midst of our differences – this is the 
only way to move beyond a stalemate.

This is the month of Cheshvan, when 
we see the fruits of our spiritual prac-
tice. May we remember that we are all 
part of the same Unity that we recite in 

the Shma. May we remember that the 
only way to resolve anything is: V’ahav-
ta. Love. Compassion. To learn to listen 
with our heart. 

This is how we will make tzedek, tze-
dek (justice! justice!): this is how we 
can make it right for everyone. When 
we stop blaming each other, pointing 
fingers, and letting our anger, fears and 
egos lead us… if we could do that, if we 
could just learn to reach out to each oth-

er – maybe we will find that heaven is 
right here, almost within our reach.

May this be the month when we learn 
how to let go of the illusions of the ego, 
the desire for power that ultimately 
makes us so blind that we can’t see G!d, 
the fears that ultimately become self-ful-
filling prophecies. May this be the time 
when we can learn to listen with our 
heart to one another, and to recognize 
that we are all One.

Reflections on Mar Cheshvan: the Month of November
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by Shiela Steinman Wallace
Editor

S
ukkot is a time for sharing a meal 
with friends in the Sukkah. It is 
also a wonderful opportunity to 
share Jewish traditions with our 

non-Jewish neighbors.
On Wednesday, October 19, the Jew-

ish Community Relations Council host-
ed a dinner for local members of Chris-
tians United for Israel in the Sukkah at 
Congregation Adath Jeshurun. 

Many of CUFI’s members belong to 
Evangel World Prayer Center, of which 
Pastor Bob Rodgers is the spiritual 
leader. That congregation regularly cel-
ebrates a Night to Honor Israel and has 
donated part of the proceeds to the An-
nual Federation Campaign to help the 
Jewish State. They are staunch support-
ers of Israel, and many of them have vis-
ited the country multiple times.

In the course of the evening, Rabbi 
Robert Slosberg expressed his pleasure 
at hosting the event at AJ, his apprecia-
tion for the support CUFI gives to Israel 
and his feelings of friendship for Pastor 
Rodgers and other CUFI members. He 
also gave a brief explanation of Sukkot 
and its symbols and Cantor David Lipp 
led some songs.

Pastor Rodgers expressed his appre-
ciation for the event and shared similar 
warm feelings of friendship and con-
nection developed over years of working 
together to support Israel. “I look at you 

as my brothers and sisters,” he said.
In his welcoming remarks, JCRC 

Chair Bob Sachs also spoke about UN-
ESCO, the United Nations specialized 
agency with the declared purpose of 
contributing “to peace and security by 
promoting international collaboration 
through educational, scientific and cul-
tural reforms in order to increase uni-
versal respect for justice, the rule of law 
and human rights, along with the fun-
damental freedoms proclaimed in the 
United Nations Charter.

“And yet,” Sachs continued, “just one 
week ago, the executive committee of 
UNESCO adopted a resolution that, in 
essence, declares Jewish and Christian 
rights to some of the holiest sites in Je-
rusalem to be non-existent. These sites, 
including the Temple Mount and the 
Western Wall, according to UNESCO, 
are now to be known exclusively by their 
Palestinian names.

“This is part of a scheme hatched by 
the Palestinians – and supported by all 
too many countries – last year to dele-
gitimize Christian and Jewish roots in 
Jerusalem,” he explained. 

This fiasco is “all the more reason for 
people of like mind to gather together, 
not to hunker down in fear, but to raise 
our voices in friendship and fellowship. 
It is a time like no other that Israel needs 
the support of her friends – friends like 
you,” he said. (See the JCRC Update on 
page 2 for more information about the 
UNESCO resolution.

JCRC Director Matt Goldberg and Pastor Bob Rodgers

Cantor David Lipp led the singing.

JCRC Chair Bob Sachs Rabbi Robert Slosberg explained the symbols of Sukkot.

JCRC Hosts Dinner for Christian 
Supporters of Israel in AJ’s Sukkah

all types of war. They also noted that the 
hospital helps everyone who needs their 
help – Muslim, Jew, Christian, Druze, 
Arab, Palestinian, Syrian, young and old 
– and treats each with respect. 

Matt Goldberg, Partnership coordina-
tor for the Jewish Federation is thrilled 
to be working with the Kleins. “Having 
Lisa and Robert chair our Partnership 
Committee continues a long line of pas-
sionate and committed leadership for 
connecting our community with our 
friends and family in Israel. Their desire 
to further the individual connections 
with our partner communities in the 
Western Galilee is plainly evident and I 
look forward to assisting them with re-
alizing their vision.”   

“Partnership is a more personal expe-
rience,” Robert explained, “because you 
make personal connections with Israe-
lis. You’re not just sightseeing and learn-
ing about history. You’re learning how 
people live, think and feel on a personal 
level that you would not normally get.” 

They are looking forward to their new 
leadership roles in Louisville’s Partner-
ship2Gether.

Originally from New York, Lisa Klein 
is a pediatric cardiologist. She earned 
her BA in biology from Brown Universi-
ty and her MD from SUNY Health Sci-
ences Center at Syracuse. 

She did her internship at Tulane Uni-
versity Medical Center and her residen-
cy at The New York Hospital – Cornell 
Medical Center, both in pediatrics, and a 
fellowship in pediatric cardiology at The 
New York Hospital.

Klein was in academic life for 23 
years, including appointments at both 
the University of Louisville and the Uni-
versity of Kentucky. Today, she is the 
owner and founding member of Heart 
to Heart Pediatric Cardiology.

She has an extensive list of profes-
sional presentations, academic activi-
ties, abstracts, research experience and 
publications.

Klein is a life member of both Ha-
dassah and National Council of Jewish 
Women, Louisville Section and serves 
on the Jewish Family & Career Services 
Board. At The J, she was a CenterStage 
board member and a Light Up Center-
Stage volunteer. She was also a member 

of the JCC Louisville 125th Anniversary 
Gala Planning Committee and currently 
serves on the JCC Membership Commit-
tee. She was a parent volunteer at The 
Temple Pre-School and with the Jeffer-
son County Public Schools.

For a few years, she lived in North 
Carolina and was a member of the Tem-
ple Beth Shalom Board and Sisterhood 
in Hickory and did fundraising for the 
Clater-Kaye TheatreWorks.

She has been a board member of 
the Ronald McDonald House, has vol-
unteered at Christmas at the Wayside 
Christian Mission Soup Kitchen and has 
volunteered with several medical related 
nonprofits.

She has a long list of professional and 
volunteer accolades including the Dis-
tinguished Service Award from Way-
side Christian Mission, a Citation for 
Community Service from Mayor Jerry 
Abramson, a Community Service Award 
from UofL and a Champion for Children 
Award from Jefferson County Public 
Schools, among others.

Robert Klein is a native Louisvillian 
and a lawyer in private practice. He 
grew up at The J, from Camp Ricarree 
to Camp Tall Trees, was a member of the 
Condors teen club and attended Ather-
ton High. He earned his undergraduate 
degree from the University of Pennsylva-
nia and his law degree from UofL.

He is also an accomplished photogra-
pher. Although he pursues photography 
as a hobby, he is skilled enough to have 
merited the artist-in residence position 
in the Partnership program and he had 
an exhibition of his work at The J. More 
recently, his photographs were featured 
in The New York Times travel section 
(“36 Hours in Louisville”).

In addition, Klein has served as pres-
ident of several organizations including 
the Action League for Physically Hand-
icapped Adults, the Louisville Apple 
Users Group and the Amateur Radio 
Transmitting Society. He holds an Extra 
Class amateur radio license.

The Kleins are members of The Tem-
ple. Robert is a past president of the con-
gregation and Lisa is a member of the 
Women of Reform Judaism. They have 
five children, Adam Klein, Samantha 
Westervelt, Ian Westervelt, Annika Klein 
and Sydney Westervelt.

Partnership2Gether is a project of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel. The Jewish 

Federation of Louisville has participat-
ed in this project since its inception in 
2007. Louisville is part of the Central 
Area Consortium that also includes Des 
Moines, IA; Ft. Wayne, Indianapolis and 
Northwest Indiana; Omaha, NE; Buffa-
lo, NY; Dayton, South Bend, Toledo and 
Youngstown, OH; Austin, Ft. Worth and 
San Antonio, TX in the United States; 

Budapest, Hungary; and Akko and 
Matte Asher in Israel. 

It offers opportunities for individu-
als and families in Louisville to develop 
personal connections with people in the 
Western Galilee. Past projects have been 
in the fields of education, medicine, the 
arts and business. Other projects can be 
developed based on individuals’ interests.

THE KLEINS
Continued from page 3

Albany, NY (October 2016) – The 
Bronfman Fellowship is now accept-
ing applications for the 31st year of this 
prestigious program. The Bronfman 
Fellowship selects 26 outstanding North 
American teenagers for a rigorous ac-
ademic year of seminars, including a 
free, five-week trip to Israel in the sum-
mer between the Fellows’ junior and se-
nior years of high school. 

The program educates and inspires 
exceptional young Jews from diverse 
backgrounds to grow into leaders 
grounded in their Jewish identity and 
committed to social change. The pro-
gram was founded and is funded by 
Edgar M. Bronfman, z”l, formerly CEO 
of the Seagram Company Ltd. and a vi-
sionary Jewish philanthropist. 

During the program’s seminars, the 
Fellows meet with leading intellectu-
als, religious and political leaders, and 
educators, such as Etgar Keret, A.B 
Yehoshua, Sayed Kashua, and Rabbah 
Tamar Applebaum. The Fellows then 
participate in study and dialogue with 
a diverse faculty, which is made up of 
Rabbis and educators, associated with 
different movements and perspectives 
within Judaism. 

Faculty members have an intimate 
knowledge of Judaism in North America 
and Israel and have extensive experience 
working with young adults. Fellows also 
spend two weeks with a group of Israeli 
peers who have been chosen through a 
parallel selection process as part of the 
Israeli Youth Fellowship: Amitei Bron-
fman. Upon returning home from the 
summer in Israel, Bronfman Fellows are 
asked to devise and lead local Jewish or 
social action projects. 

There are now over 1,100 Bronfman 
Fellowship alumni across North Amer-
ica and Israel, among them 7 Rhodes 
Scholars, 4 former Supreme Court 
clerks, 18 Fulbright Scholars, 29 Wexner 

Fellows and 22 Dorot Fellows. Young 
leaders of note among Fellowship alum-
ni include Daniel Handler, a.k.a. Lem-
ony Snicket, author of the best-selling 
“Series of Unfortunate Events” chil-
dren’s books; author Jonathan Safran 
Foer; and Angela Warnick Buchdahl, 
the first woman to be named senior rab-
bi at New York’s Central Synagogue and 
the first Asian-American person to be 
ordained as a rabbi and cantor. 

Three Louisvillians are Bronfman 
Fellowship alumni – Jacob Finke, Ja-
cob Emont and Abraham Levitan. 
Finke’s account of his experience can 
be found at www.jewishlouisville.org/
bronfman-fellowship-proves-life-chang-
ing-experience-for-finke/.

Fellows have found that participation 
in The Fellowship has helped them in 
their college application process. More 
than 50 percent of Fellows go on to at-
tend Ivy League universities. 

Applications for the 2017 Fellow-
ship are due January 4, 2017, and are 
available online at bronfman.org. High 
school students in the United States and 
Canada who self-identify as Jewish and 
who will be in the 12th grade in the fall 
of 2017 are eligible to apply. The Fellow-
ship is a pluralistic program for Jews of 
all backgrounds; prior Jewish education 
is not required. Students are chosen on 
merit alone. 

The Fellowships were founded in 1987 
by Edgar M. Bronfman, z”l, and reflect 
Bronfman’s early and impassioned be-
lief that for the Jewish people to thrive, 
Israeli and American Jews from a vari-
ety of backgrounds must be engaged in 
open and creative discourse with one 
another. The alumni embody Mr. Bron-
fman’s vision that young people who are 
enriched and energized by their Juda-
ism are poised to contribute not only to 
Jewish life, but to improving the world. 

Bronfman Fellowship Offers Unique Opportunity
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by Bruce Snyder
Special to Community

H
e’s a writer, a broadcaster, an ac-
tor and, as the audience at The 
Temple found out, a storyteller. 
He, is Roy Blount Jr, probably 

best known as a panelist on the National 
Public Radio (NPR) show, Wait, Wait…
Don’t Tell Me. Blount entertained near-
ly 250 people on Tuesday, September 
20, with stories ranging from sports, 
to singing, to eating. Blount’s format is 
informal. He does not lecture. He chats 
with the audience.

“I was speaking to some college stu-
dents preparing to graduate. I told them 
real life is not like college, it’s more like 
high school. I like to talk to people in a 
normal tone of voice. If I had been lec-
turing,” Blount told me, “I would not 
know what to tell people.”

Blount, who was born in northern 
Georgia, spends most of his time in the 
Northeast. He has visited Louisville sev-
eral times. Judy Freundlich Tiell, execu-
tive director of Jewish Family & Career 
Services, says Blount was the perfect 
first guest for the inaugural Lillian O. 
Seligman Forum Series. The series hon-
ors Seligman, z”l, who touched many 
lives with her kindness and humor.

“[Roy] had a personal connection with 
some of Lillian’s friends,” Freundlich 
Tiell said. He loves words and language, 

and Lillian loved words and language, 
so we thought it would just be a perfect 
match.”

Blount chatted for about 45 minutes, 
then took questions from the audience.

“Yeah, I like it when the audience 
takes part,” Blount said. “I have three 
hours-worth of stories. I sort of pick and 
choose. I like to have a theme working. I 
just re-arrange the stories and tell them 
a little differently. My favorite thing is 
sitting around with people with every-
one sharing stories.”

Not going off a script, or even notes, 
can be risky but on this night the former 
Sports Illustrated writer appeared to hit 
a home run with his audience. Carol 
Mattingly had a great time. “I found it 
entertaining and I think Lillian would 
have loved it, would have been very awe-
struck.”

Wendy Bierman said the presenta-
tion flew by. “I feel like it’s amazing how 
he can enrapture a bunch of people. It 
went by very quickly. It’s wonderful to 
see someone in person and get a differ-
ent viewpoint from hearing them on the 
radio.”

Freundlich Tiell added, “He’s a story-
teller and we love stories so it was very 
much anecdotal. That’s the way his 
books read.”

Blount just finished writing his 24th 
book, Save Room for Pie. It was on sale 
after the performance, and several peo-

History on Trial: My Day in Court with 
a Holocaust Denier, and the new movie, 
Denial, that is based on the book.

The community event is free. The cost 
of the meet and greet is $54 per person, 
and will include a signed copy of Histo-
ry on Trial. Proceeds from the meet and 
greet will go to the Ilse Meyer and Ernie 
Marx Education Fund, which supports 
a biannual trip for local teachers to visit 
the U.S. Holocaust Museum and helps 
them bring Holocaust education to life 
in the classroom. The value of the book 
is $18 and is not tax-deductible. RSVP 
by Monday, November 7, at www.jew-
ishlouisville.org/lipstadt or contact Yo-
natan Yussman at 502-459-2780.

In addition, there will be a private 
screening of Denial at the Baxter Avenue 
Theatres on Sunday, October 30, at 10 
a.m. Tickets, which will be available at 
the door, are $5 per person and seating 
limited.

“To me, this is personal,” said Ke-
neseth Israel President Scott Weinberg. 
“I was in her class at the time she was 
served with the papers, so I distinctly 
remember her talking about receiving 
the papers when I was in class with her.” 
Throughout the ordeal, she showed re-
silience and determination. “If it weren’t 
such a compelling story,” he added, “it 
wouldn’t have been made into the major 
motion picture. 

“It is particularly relevant today,” he 
continued, “when we have people on 
both sides of the political aisle who con-
fuse fact with opinion. You can have 
opinions, but can’t treat opinions as 
fact.”

Lipstadt is a preeminent Holocaust 
educator. At Emory she created the In-
stitute for Jewish Studies and was its 
first director from 1998-2008. She di-
rects the website known as HDOT [Ho-
locaust Denial on Trial/www.hdot.org] 
which, in addition to cataloging legal 
and evidentiary materials from David 
Irving v. Penguin Books and Deborah 
Lipstadt, contains answers to frequent 
claims made by deniers.

Lipstadt was an historical consul-
tant to the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, and helped design 

the section of the Museum dedicated 
to the American Response to the Holo-
caust. She was appointed by President 
Clinton to the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council on which she served 
two terms. She was a member of its Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Council and 
chaired the Educational Committee and 
Academic Committee of the Holocaust 
Museum.

Her three other books are The Eich-
man Trial, Denying the Holocaust: The 
Growing Assault on Truth and Memory, 
and Beyond Belief: The America Press 
and the Coming of the Holocaust. She is 
frequently called upon by the media to 
comment on a variety of matters.

The Jewish Council for Public Af-
fairs awarded her its highest honor, the 
Albert D. Chernin Award given to “an 
American Jew whose work best exem-
plifies the social justice imperatives of 
Judaism, Jewish history and the protec-
tion of the Bill of Rights, particularly the 
First Amendment.” Previous winners 
included Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and Professor Alan Dershowitz. She has 
received many other accolades, too.

“Wherever she goes,” Weinberg add-
ed, “her talks draw capacity crowds. We 
are lucky to have her in our community, 
particularly so close to the release of her 
movie.

“At Emory,” Weinberg said, “her class-
es at Emory were always full. I had a 
small seminar with her of about eight 
students, and we studied the Holocaust 
and the American media.”

While he was a student, Weinberg 
served as president of Emory’s Hillel and 
from time to time turned to Lipstadt as 
a resource. “She was helpful when is-
sues would come up like confronting 
anti-Semitic speakers on campus. She 
was always willing to give her time. She 
is passionate about the community; she 
is passionate about the students; she is 
passionate about the Holocaust.

“Everyone who attends this event will 
come away with great admiration for Dr. 
Lipstadt as a person, for what she went 
through and for what she’s done for the 
Jewish community.”

This program was made possible by a 
grant from the Jewish Heritage Fund for 
Excellence and with support from the 
Jewish Federation of Louisville.

LIPSTADT
Continued from page 1

ple bought copies, making sure to get 
them autographed.

“[Rene] Des Cartes said, ‘I think there-
fore I am.’ Where I come from, people 
say, ‘I eat, therefore I am.’ I’ve been writ-
ing about food over the years,” Blount 
said. “If you eat for just health reasons, 
it’s like marrying for money. If there’s 
not an element of yum, it’s not going to 
last.”

Blount told me he’s visited Louisville 
some half dozen times, both for plea-
sure (going to the Kentucky Derby), and 
for business (book tours and acting in a 
one act play). Blount said in this latest 
visit, he made sure to spend time tour-
ing the Muhammad Ali Center.

“I like Louisville,” he said. 
Blount says he likes to sing, and he 

did sing on this night, but he tends to be 
his own worst critic. “You know you are 
singing impaired,” Blount said, “when 
you start singing, and everyone stops.”

Blount might not think he can carry a 
tune, but when it comes to talking, and 
storytelling, there are 240 people who 
will probably agree Blount is at the top 
of his game.

Blount Regales Crowd with Stories at JFCS Seligman Forum Series Lecture

Roy Blount and his book

If you would like to learn more about 
Roy Blount Junior, go to royblountjr.
com and for information on Jewish 
Family & Career Services, check out 
www.jfcslouisville.org.

Building a Sukkah

Louisville Hillel 
students built a 
Sukkah on top of 
the UofL Interfaith 
Center for the 
holiday of Sukkot.  
Students used the 
sukkah for meals 
throughout the 
week and brought 
Sasha Chack, owner 
of Izzy’s Kosher 
Catering, for a 
Sushi in the Sukkah 
event on Wednesday, 
October 19
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F
or youth and young adults, over-
night Jewish summer camp ex-
periences, Israel trips and other 
intensive Jewish experiences are 

among the strongest positive influences 
on Jewish identity. At overnight camp, ev-
eryone is Jewish and often camp friend-
ships last a lifetime. Living Jewishly is 
the norm and learning is part of the fun. 
Shabbat is the highlight of the week.

While these experiences are critically 
important, they are also expensive and 
often put a strain on family resources, 
which might prevent youth from attend-
ing.

To enable as many youth as possible 
to take advantage of these opportuni-
ties, the Jewish Foundation of Louisville 
has a program and several scholarships 
available that can help with summer 
2016 programs.

One Happy Camper Grants
Louisville Jewish campers can par-

ticipate in the One Happy Camper pro-
gram. In conjunction with Foundation 
for Jewish Camp, your youth may be 
eligible for an incentive grant of up to 
$1,000 if your child has never before at-
tended Jewish overnight camp program 
of 19 days or more or up to $700 for a 
program of 12 days or more. To qualify, 
your child must be registered for a Jew-
ish overnight camp program that lasts 
19 days or more at an approved camp. 
Approved camps are listed on www.
onehappycamper.org. Youth current-
ly enrolled in a daily immersive Jewish 
experience like a Jewish Day School are 
not eligible for this program.

Please visit www.onehappycamper.
org for more information and to confirm 
eligibility. Incentive grants are limited 
to available funds so don’t wait! These 
scholarships will be awarded on a rolling 
basis while funding lasts, with priority 
given to those who apply by January 1.

For more information, contact Betsy 
Schwartz, 502-238-2708 or bschwartz@
jewishlouisville.org. 

Ellen and Milton Cantor Israel 
Scholarship

The Ellen and Milton Cantor Israel 
Scholarship Fund provides an annual 
scholarship to a high school junior or 
senior from the greater Louisville area 
to help defray the cost of an Israel trip 
and enable that individual to participate 
in an approved, month-long educational 
opportunity in Israel. 

The Cantor Scholarship was original-
ly established by Milton Cantor in 1997 
in memory of his wife, Ellen. When he 
passed away in 2002, the fund was re-
named in memory of them both. Their 
son, Howard, who lives in both Florida 
and Chicago, receives letters from each 
of the fund recipients when they return 
home from Israel.

“The letters mean a lot to me,” he told 
us. “The fund was important to my par-
ents and its value is evident in the re-
actions I hear from the students. They 
describe the impact the trip has had on 
them and how it has changed their lives. 
It has been wonderful for our family to 
be a part of it.”

His sister, Elece Kovel, agrees. The let-
ters she received made her realize how 
much the Israel trip means to the Cantor 
Scholarship recipients. She knows the 
additional funding makes it easier for 
students to take advantage of the oppor-
tunity to study in Israel.

Written applications must be submit-
ted to the Ellen and Milton Cantor Israel 
Scholarship Fund by January 1. Each 
candidate must also include the recom-
mendation of his/her rabbi or an appro-
priate Jewish communal professional. 
Scholarship recipients must commit to 
participate in voluntary community ac-
tivities upon their return from Israel. 
Applications can be downloaded from 
https://jewishlouisville.org/ scholarship. 

Contact Betsy Schwartz, 502-238-2708 
or bschwartz@jewishlouisville.org for 
more information.

Summer Camp Scholarships
The Laura K. Cohen Camp Scholar-

ship, the Miriam and Dennis Fine Be-
ber Camp Memorial Scholarship and 
the Frankenthal Family Camp Ramah 
Scholarship are need-based grants that 
provide assistance for families to send 
their youth to summer overnight camp. 
The deadline for application for these 
scholarships is January 1.

Written applications must be submit-
ted to the Laura K. Cohen Camp Schol-
arship Fund, the Miriam and Dennis 
Fine Beber Camp Memorial Scholarship 
Fund or the Frankenthal Family Camp 
Ramah Scholarship at the Jewish Foun-
dation of Louisville. Each candidate 
must also include the recommendation 
of a Jewish communal professional (rab-
bi, youth group leader, religious school 
principal, etc.). Applicants demonstrat-
ing financial need will be given prefer-
ence, but other criteria will be consid-
ered as well. 

Receipt of the scholarships is contin-
gent upon enrollment/acceptance at an 
eligible Jewish camp. By accepting the 
scholarship, the applicant agrees to par-
ticipate in appropriate publicity before 
and/or after camp in the Community pa-
per.

Specific information about each 
scholarship is available below. Addition-
al scholarships for Israel trips and Jew-
ish summer camp may be available from 
different sources through the Jewish 
Foundation of Louisville. Applications 
can be downloaded from https://jewish-
louisville.org/scholarship. Contact Betsy 
Schwartz, 502-238-2708 or bschwartz@
jewishlouisville.org for more informa-
tion.

Laura K. Cohen Camp Scholarship
The late Laura K. Cohen thought sum-

mer camp was the best. She so treasured 
her time spent at a Zionist youth camp 
as a child that when she passed away, 
her friends and family chose to remem-
ber her by creating the Laura K. Cohen 
Camp Scholarship.

Applications for the partial-tuition 
camp scholarships will be accepted 
from youngsters interested in attend-
ing Jewish overnight summer camps 
that observe kosher dietary laws, are 
Zionistic in approach (provide an Israeli 
element in orientation and/or program-
ming), and observe Shabbat.

Miriam and Dennis Fine Beber 
Camp Memorial Scholarship

Besides her family and friends, one 
of Miriam Fine’s favorite things was 
summer camp. From being a camper at 
the JCC’s Ben F. Washer Camp to being 
a counselor at Camp Livingston and a 
camp in Atlanta, it simply was her thing. 
She thought camp was important for all 
kids and was adamant that her youth 
would go as well.

When Miriam passed away in 2004, 
her husband, Dennis, and their youth, 
Molly, Max and Meredith, chose to me-
morialize her by ensuring others the op-
portunity to enjoy the Jewish camping 
experience that had been so much a part 
of her life and theirs. And when Dennis 
passed away in 2011, the fund was re-
named to honor his memory as well.

Since the Fine youth had attended 
the camp in Wisconsin over the years, 
the endowment was created to provide 
scholarships to Beber Camp.

Frankenthal Family Camp Ramah 
Scholarship

Citing their family’s desire to make a 
Jewish camping experience accessible 
for all youngsters in our community, 
Kim and Stuart Frankenthal endowed 
the Frankenthal Fund with the Jewish 
Foundation of Louisville. The Franken-

thals had been Ramah campers and 
found it an “eye-opening experience” 
for themselves and their youth. “Jew-
ish camping opportunities have always 
been important to our entire family,” 
said Kim.

The Frankenthal Fund provides need-
based scholarships for youngsters from 
the Louisville area at Camp Ramah in 
Wisconsin. “We hope kids in the area 
will take advantage of the scholarship 
and the opportunity to be a part of Camp 
Ramah,” says Kim. “If they have a love 
for Judaism and want to have some fun 
at the same time, there’s nothing like it.”

March of the Living Scholarship
The March of the Living is a program 

that takes teens to Auschwitz/Birkenau, 
Dachau, Majdanek and other Holocaust 
sites in Poland, accompanied by a Holo-
caust survivor, and then to Israel. Partic-
ipants visit Auschwitz on Yom HaShoah, 
Holocaust Memorial Day, and are in Is-
rael to celebrate Yom HaAtzmaut, Israel 
Independence Day.

When Natania Lipp participated in 
the March of the Living, she realized 
how fortunate she was to be able to have 
this experience and wanted to find a way 
to help other teens have the same re-
markable experience. Working with the 
Jewish Foundation of Louisville, she es-
tablished the March of the Living Fund 
that provides some scholarship assis-
tance for a teen who wants to go on the 
March of the Living. 

Lipp hopes generous donors in the 
community will help her continue to 
grow the fund to make more scholar-
ships available in the future.

The next March of the Living will be 
April 20-May 4, 2017. Written applica-
tions must be submitted to the March 
of the Living Fund by January 1. Ap-
plications can be downloaded from 
https://jewishlouisville.org/ scholarship. 

Contact Betsy Schwartz, 502-238-2708 
or bschwartz@jewishlouisville.org. for 
more information. Additional informa-
tion about the March of the Living can 
also be found at http://motl.org.

Deadlines
With the exception of One Happy 

Camper grants, all scholarship appli-
cations may be downloaded at https://
jewishlouisville.org/scholarship. Appli-
cation and recommendation letters are 
due by January 1, 2017. They may be 
e-mailed to bschwartz@jewishlouisville.
org or mailed to the attention of Betsy 
Schwartz, c/o Jewish Community of 
Louisville, 3600 Dutchmans Ln., Lou-
isville, KY, 40205. Applications received 
after January 1, 2017 will be considered 
on a first come, first served basis as long 
as funds are still available. January 1 
applicants will be informed the week of 
February 20 as to their award status.

Apply Now for Scholarships for Jewish Summer Camp, Israel Trips and Jewish Experiences
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Zoe Riekes at zriekes@me.com  
Jan Goldstein at jan@israeljourneys.com

WARSAW—KRAKOW—BRATISLAVA—BUDAPEST: MAY 8-16, 2017 

P2G JEWISH JOURNEY TO  
POLAND, BRATISLAVA & BUDAPEST 
(Depart U. S. May 7, arrive Warsaw May 8, Depart Budapest May 16)
*with optional extensions to BERLIN or ISRAEL (see back for details)

HIGHLIGHTS:
• Museum of History of Polish 

Jews, Warsaw
• Warsaw Train Station and  

Old Town
• Warsaw Ghetto and Memorial
• Majdanek Concentration & 

Extermination Camp
• Kazimierz Jewish Quarter
• Krakow Synagogue and  

Jewish cemetery
• General city sites of Warsaw  

and Krakow
•  Auschwitz - Birkenau
• Meet young adults building 

Jewish Budapest

• Budapest city sites including the 
Castle District

• Dohany synagogue
• Budapest Jewish Quarter
• Partnership Friends
• Balint JCC
• Israel Cultural Institute
• Szentendre artist village
• Boat ride on the Danube
• Bratislava Museum of Jewish 

Culture
• Tour Jewish Bratislava and 

synagogue

PARTNERSHIPTRIP2GETHER

LAND ONLY FOR POLAND, BRATISLAVA & BUDAPEST

$2950 double occupancy LAND ONLY  
($550 Single Supplement) 

Tips and individual transfers not included (other than with group arrival and departure). Trip price based on a  
minimum of 28 participants. We encourage all trip participants to buy trip insurance. Space is limited.

PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Deluxe air-conditioned motor coach  
for all touring and sightseeing

• English speaking tour guides &  
guided tours

• Daily breakfast bu�ets in hotels
• 6 Lunches
• 6 Dinners
• Porterage in hotels
• Entrance fees (including Majdanek  

and Auschwitz - Birkenau)
• Boat tour on Danube
• Hotels:  

5 Hotel So�tel Victoria (Warsaw)  
5 Hotel Holiday Inn City Center (Krakow)  
4 Regency Suites Hotel (Budapest)

 5 Kempinski Hotel Corvinus (Budapest)

www.westerngalilee.org.il

SIGN UP BY: January 6, 2017  
($1000 Deposit to your Federation required, cancellation fees 
apply after Jan. 15, �nal payment required by March 10.)

Supplement to

The Jewish Community
of Louisville, Inc. VOL 18

EWISH
LOUISVILLEJEWISH
LOUISVILLE

GUIDE
TOJ

2016

RESERVE YOUR  
AD SPACE TODAY

We're holding 
the line on 

prices - get your 
2017 Guide ad for 

2016 prices
Questions?

Call 502-418-5845 or e-mail 
communityadvertising@jewishlouisville.org

Chavurat Shalom meets in the Levy 
Great Hall of the Klein Center at The 
Temple, 5101 U.S. Highway 42, unless 
otherwise designated in the listing. It is 
a community-wide program and all syn-
agogue members and Jewish residents 
are welcome.

November 3
 Stephen Mattingly and his music stu-

dents from the University of Louisville 
will perform. 

November 10
 The Silvernotes will be singing music 

for the season.

November 17
 Celebrate Thanksgiving with a tra-

ditional Thanksgiving lunch and en-
joy Sara Robinson leading a singa-
long.  Chavurat Shalom will celebrate 
November birthdays and anniversa-
ries.

November 24
 No meeting:  Happy Thanksgiving!!

A healthy and nutritious lunch (from 
a fabulous new caterer) is available at 
noon for $5, followed by the program 
at 1 p.m. Vegetarian or vegan meals are 
available for $5 upon request in advance. 
Walk-ins welcome, but to ensure that a 
lunch is available for you, RSVP by Mon-
day of the week you plan to attend The 
Temple, 423-1818 or email Sarah Harlan 
at sarahharlan86@gmail.com.

Transportation to Jewish events, such 
as Chavurat Shalom, can be scheduled 
by calling Jewish Family & Career Ser-
vices at 502-452-6341. Transportation to 
Chavurat Shalom is $5 round-trip.

Funding for Chavurat Shalom is 
provided by the Jewish Community of 
Louisville, National Council of Jewish 
Women, a Jewish Heritage Fund for Ex-
cellence grant, The Temple’s Men of Re-
form Judaism and Women of Reform Ju-
daism, and many other generous donors.

Voice Your Vote
by Kari Semel, Teen Director

W
ith the upcoming Presiden-
tial election only a few weeks 
away, Jewish teens across 
the nation are joining togeth-

er to make their voices heard, through 
BBYO’s Voice Your Vote Initiative. The 
initiative, which promotes civic engage-
ment amongst teens in grades 8-12, pro-
vides a platform for our youth to gain 
knowledge about key issues in our coun-
try. 

When given the basic information 
and programmatic requirements of the 
BBYO initiative, I faced the same ques-
tions as many other BBYO profession-
als. How do we encourage our teens to 
plan election-based programs without 
demonstrating any political biases? Will 
the teens even be interested in programs 
revolving around the upcoming elec-
tion? The biggest challenge I expected: 
finding parents willing to host 30 or so 
teenagers to watch the debates on school 
nights.

I was pleasantly surprised, however, 
when Drew Corson AZA and Jay Levine 

BBG’s chapter boards immediately ac-
cepted the program guidelines. They 
were excited to create programs that fo-
cused on important issues, but still had 
room for fun and goofing off. Special 
thanks to the parents who hosted out 
presidential debate watching parties!

Andrew Tuvlin, who is his chapter’s 
Shaliach, (Vice President of Jewish Her-
itage, Community Service, and Social 
Action) really enjoyed hosting one of the 
presidential debate watching parties. He 
says, “It was really amazing being able 
to connect as a chapter yet still learn 
so much about our nation and country. 
This was an event I won’t soon forget 
and am very glad we have been able to 
have more.”

Ava Schumacher is currently her 
chapter’s S’ganit (Vice President of Pro-
gramming) and agrees that this initia-
tive was beneficial in many ways. She 
says, “Debate parties are a chance to 
find out more about what’s happening 
in our country, and what better way to 
do it than being surrounded by your 
friends? After the first debate party, I’ve 
been engaging in conversations with 
other BBG’s about how this election is 
significant to us and our future!”

Both Andrew and Ava noted the im-
portance of inviting eighth-grade pro-

TEEN TOPICS

Carly Schwartz, 
Lucy Calderon, 
Phoebe Nevel, 
Drew Goldstein, 
Gabby Aberson, 
Tovah Frockt, 
Lilah Weiss, Ava 
Schumacher, 
and Alayna 
Borowick enjoy 
Debate Party 2 
on October 9.

spective members to the programs. In 
Ava’s opinion, “Jay Levine BBG Debate 
night parties are all about promoting 
civil engagement, encouraging the Jew-
ish value of hachnasat orchim (welcom-
ing the guest) and having a ton of fun!! 
By inviting prospective 8th graders to 
our events, we have an opportunity to 
welcome them into our program and 
teach them all about BBYO.”

Jay Levine BBG and Drew Corson 
AZA are excited to announce the cul-
mination of the Voice Your Vote Initia-

tive: a HUGE Election Night Party at 
Main Event! The Party, which will take 
place on Tuesday, November 8, from 
6-8 p.m. is an opportunity for Jewish 
teens in grades 8-12 to come together 
and watch these important election re-
sults together! Fee: $20, includes dinner, 
an hour of bowling, one game of laser 
tag, and an arcade pass.  Register online 
for the Election Night Party at www.
bbyo.org/2016election/louisville. For any 
questions, contact Kari Semel at 238-
2701 or ksemel@jewishlouisville.org

Drew Corson 
members and 
prospective 
members enjoy 
Debate Party 1 
on September 
26th. 

At left: Jay Levine BBG members and prospective mem-
bers enjoy Debate Party 2 on October 9.

Please support our  
advertisers. They make it pos-

sible for us to bring

to you!

Community
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NEWSMAKERS

Paid for by the Judge Gina Calvert Election Committee

Joel Frockt
joined by his sister, Shelley Frockt Elias, and cousin,

Carolyn Vine Greene, asks the entire Jewish community
to support the election of his wife,

Judge Gina K. Calvert,
to Jefferson Family Court on November 8.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Alexandra Ramsey’s story about 
Cassius Rodrigues and The J’s Yachad 
program that enables children with 
special needs to participate fully in The 
J Summer Camp was chosen as a win-
ning project in the 2016 Landmarks of 
Excellence Public Relations Society of 
America competition. Ramsey wrote the 
story for Community and it can be read 
at https://jewishlouisville.org/js-yachad-
inclusion-camp-priceless-moms/.

Former Business First reporter David 
Serchuk and freelance writer Steve 
Kaufman tied for third place for per-
sonality/profile reporting in the annual 
awards competition from the Louisville 
Chapter of the Society of Professional 
Journalists

In his September 23 blog, James 
Draper wrote about Kate Latts and 
Heaven Hill Brands. As vice president 
of marketing and part of the third gen-
eration to run the company founded 
by her grandfather and his four broth-
ers, Draper said that Latts “is in charge 
of building and promoting top-selling 
spirits, including Evan Williams and 
Elijah Craig bourbon” and, with others 
at Heaven Hill, “has played a major role 
in boosting bourbon tourism in Louis-
ville.” He cited The Evan Williams Bour-
bon Experience as a highlight.

In a press release, Heaven Hill an-
nounced that Evan Williams Bourbon, 
the second-largest selling bourbon in the 
world, is partnering with Major League 
Baseball to sponsor the 2016 World Series. 
As a proud sponsor of the 112th World Se-
ries, Evan Williams will launch the larg-
est sponsorship program in the Bourbon 
brand’s eight-decade history, including 
presenting sponsorship of MLB Net-
work’s Emmy Award-winning program, 
MLB Tonight, during the Postseason.

The sponsorship will be supported na-
tionwide through digital and traditional 
media. National advertising will feature 
a new co-branded television spot. A cus-
tom MLB-themed display featuring an 
Evan Williams jersey, hat and Louisville 
Slugger baseball bat will also bring the 
program into retail stores nationwide.

As part of the World Series sponsor-
ship, Evan Williams ran a sweepstakes in 
the first part of the month and is sending 
the grand prize winner and three friends 
on an all-expenses paid trip to one game 
of this year’s World Series. An Evan Wil-
liams World Series Happy Hour featur-
ing specialty cocktails will also be held 
around the World Series sponsorship.

In its September 9 edition, Business 
First reported that Heaven Hill is in the 
middle of a $25 million expansion, and 
when it is finished next summer, it will 
have one of the biggest distilleries in 
Kentucky.

The Greater Louisville Chapter of 
the Association of Fundraising Profes-
sionals announced their 2016 Nation-
al Philanthropy Day Awards, and they 
named Steve Trager, CEO of Repub-
lic Bancorp the Outstanding Volunteer 
Fundraiser. The award will be present-
ed at the National Philanthropy Day 
Awards Luncheon on Friday, Novem-
ber 18, at 1 p.m. at the Seelbach Hilton 
Hotel. For more information, go to af-
pgreaterlouisville.org and click on the 
Philanthropy Day section.

Before Louisville comedian Raanan 
Hershberg left for New York, he pre-
miered, “Jewnicorn,” which showcased 
an hour of new material at The Bard’s 
Town, which he co-founded and at which 
he performed regularly, according to the 
September 28 edition of InsiderLouisville.

“For nearly a decade, Hershberg has 
made his hometown laugh and taken his 
act on the road all over the Midwest and 
beyond. He’s one of the funniest comedi-
ans in Louisville, and one of the hardest 
working” Eli Keel wrote in a long inter-
view for the daily local news blog.

“Job Search Turnaround and the 
Long Term Unemployed: an Exploratory 

Framework and a Contingency Model,” 
an article by Bob Tiell, director of Ca-
reer & Workforce Development for Jew-
ish Family & Career Services, and Dr. 
Shalom Malka, professor at Sullivan 
University’s Graduate Business School 
was published in the latest issue of Vo-
cational Evaluation and Career Assess-
ment Professionals Journal. The article 
focuses on the excellent work JFCS has 
done with the long-term unemployed 
population and puts the practical direct 
service experience into a research and 
scholarly model.

Smoketown USA, the restaurant, 
which was named among the best bar-
becue joints in the country last year by 
Yahoo! Travel, closed on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 4, according to multiple souces. 
The restaurant was owned and operat-
ed by Eric David Gould and his wife, 
Lynn, since 2007. A Facebook post said, 
“Almost a decade later, we are proud to 
be able to say that Smoketown USA has 
been a success and that his goal has been 
achieved. Eric, who most of you know as 
‘The Redneck Jew’, has a mind that con-
stantly churns out ideas and inventions. 
He has decided to close the restaurant 
in order to pursue new adventures. (Of 
course, it is now bow season so he will 
likely spend the rest of the year hunting 
and fishing, lol).”

“After building the largest residential 
mortgage brokerage company in Lou-
isville before selling it to Lending Tree 
LLC in 2011, Jordan and Saul Pohn are 
scratching that lending itch through a 
startup that focuses on short-term lend-
ing for house-flipping developers,” Busi-
ness First reported in their October 5 on-
line edition. They and longtime business 
partner Leigh Wise are the firm’s first 
three employees.

Spalding University has named Jo-
anne Berryman as its new provost. 
Berryman joined Spalding in 2009 and 
has served as professor and dean of the 
Kosair Charities College of Health and 
Natural Sciences. Prior to joining the 
university, she was president and CEO 
of Frazier Rehab Institute and senior 
vice president of Jewish Hospital and St. 
Mary’s HealthCare Inc.

Alyce Goodman-Abraham APRN 
has won a Florence Nightingale Award 
in Nursing from the University of Louis-
ville School of Nursing. Goodman-Abra-
ham is being recognized for impacting 
patients’ lives through excellent and 
compassionate nursing care; improving 
health outcomes in a population; and 
elevating the profession of nursing to a 
high stature and inspired others to con-
sider nursing as a professional career.

Brown-Forman Corporation an-
nounced the appointment of Sean 
Wachsman as senior brand manager 
emerging brands. In this role, Wachs-
man is responsible for leading Slane 
Irish Whiskey and all new Scotch 
brands, including GlenDronach, BenRi-
ach, and Glenglassaugh, as well as any 
additions to the portfolio.

Most recently, Wachsman served as 
Chambord Brand Manager. Wachsman 
began his career with Brown-Forman in 
PR roles and later progressed to Associ-
ate Brand Manager for the Jack Daniel’s 
Family of Brands.

Wachsman possesses more than 17 
years of brand building experience. Prior 
to joining Brown-Forman, he worked for 
public relations agencies in Chicago, han-
dling PR efforts for Miller Brewing Com-
pany, Sony Electronics, McDonald’s, and 
Gatorade, among other brands. 

Michael Jackman’s  paper, “Metre 
and Meaning in Jane Kenyon’s ‘Song’” 
(NEW-1369), for publication in New 
Writing: The International Journal for 
the Practice and Theory of Creative 
Writing.

A Jeffersonville, IN, woman has be-
come the 10th patient to receive a hand 
transplant by the Louisville Vascularized 
Composite Allograft (VCA) surgical team 
at Jewish Hospital. During a 17-hour 
procedure on September 17, Louella 
Aker underwent a double hand trans-

plant. The 69-year-old is the first female 
hand transplant recipient in Kentucky. 
Surgeons from Kleinert Kutz Hand Care 
Center, the Christine M. Kleinert Institute 
for Hand & Microsurgery and University 
of Louisville performed the procedure.

She lost her hands and parts of her 
legs after contracting an infection while 
helping with the clean up following the 
Henryville tornado.

Jewish Hospital, part of Kentuc-
kyOne Health, has added image-guided 
laser technology to help patients with 
brain tumors and lesions. In the past, 
some tumors were considered too dif-
ficult to reach. However, the minimal-
ly invasive NeuroBlate® laser allows 
neurosurgeons to remove tumors and 
lesions that had been considered inop-
erable. 

NeuroBlate® laser therapy can be 
precisely controlled to kill abnormal tis-
sue while doing as little harm as possible 
to surrounding healthy tissue. 

The NeuroBlate® System from Mon-
teris Medical® is a robotic laser technol-
ogy that uses real-time magnetic reso-
nance imaging (MRI) to precisely guide 
a laser probe. The laser applies heat to 
the growth, in controlled amounts, until 
the diseased tissue is destroyed. 

The NeuroBlate® System was made 
possible at Jewish Hospital by dona-
tions to the Jewish Hospital & St. Mary’s 
Foundation.

Jewish Hospital is also among the 
first hospitals in Kentucky to offer pa-
tients with non-valvular atrial fibrillation 
(AF) an alternative to long-term antico-
agulation (blood thinner used to treat or 
prevent blood clots in veins or arteries). 
The hospital is now offering the newly ap-
proved WATCHMAN Left Atrial Append-
age Closure (LAAC) Implant.

The WATCHMAN closes off an area of 
the heart called the left atrial appendage 
(LAA) to keep harmful blood clots from 
the LAA from entering the blood stream 

and potentially causing a stroke.
Implanting the WATCHMAN Device 

is a one-time procedure that usually 
lasts about an hour. Following the pro-
cedure, patients typically need to stay in 
the hospital for 24 hours.

Jeri Swinton, CEO of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Kentuckiana received 
the 2016 Louisville Defenders Lifetime 
Achievement and Community Service 
Award for all of the amazing things she 
does in our community. 

Maggie Wise Riley’s book The Bal-
let Broad was published in January. The 
book tells her life story through the eyes 
of an innocent young girl who ran away 
from home to join the circus and the cir-
cus promoter who helped her stop run-
ning. The book is available at Discover-
ies, 1315 Bardstown Rd.

Kindred Healthcare Inc. president 
and CEO Ben Brier was number 63 on 
Modern Healthcare’s list of “100 Most 
Influential People in Healthcare” and, 
Business First reported in its September 
9 edition, one of only three Kentuckians 
to make the list. The other two were Sen. 
Mitch McConnell at 32 and Gov. Matt 
Bevin at 89.

21c Museum Hotels LLC is part-
nerine with Junius Hospitality Partners 
and will invest $250 million in new hotel 
projects, according to the September 23 
edition of Business First. Craig Green-
berg is president of 21c Museum Hotels.

CORRECTION
Due to a reporter’s error, in the last is-

sue of Community, in the story about the 
Muhammad Ali Humanitarian Awards, 
we mistakenly said that Ali had spent 
time in jail for his conviction on draft 
evasion. Ali was found guilty of draft 
evasion and was stripped of his boxing 
titles, but he challenged the conviction 
as a conscientious objector and it was 
overturned in 1971. He never spent time 
in jail. We apologize for the error.
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AROUND TOWN
Temple Shalom Men’s Club Hosts 
Community Game Day

The Temple Shalom Men’s Club in-
vites the community to a Game Day on 
Sunday, October 30, 1-4 p.m. at Temple 
Shalom. People are invited to play poker, 
Mah Jongg, bingo and board games. Ad-
mission, which includes refreshments, is 
$5. 

The Temple Offers  
Monday Night Classes

Text Study with Rabbi David Ari-
el-Joel meets Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at The Temple. The class, “Joshua and 
Judges - The Books Reform Jews Never 
Study,” will study both books in depth 
and try to see their beauty and why they 
represent the Golden Age of our Biblical 
tradition.

Hebrew Alef with Rabbi Rooks 
meets Monday nights at 7 p.m. at The 
Temple. This is a beginning course for 
those who have not yet mastered the 
alef-bet and want to learn how to read as 
well as some basic vocabulary.

Advanced Hebrew Study Circle 
meets Monday nights at 8 p.m. at The 
Temple. A study circle, or chavurah, will 
guide the study of biblical and prayer 
book Hebrew with a goal of preparing 
to lead four Shabbat morning aervices 
throughout the year. Students will learn 
the history and meaning of the words we 
pray, study Torah to read and chant, pre-
pare interpretations on the weekly Torah 
portion and share the prose and poetry of 
the creative English readings of the Re-
form prayerbook, Mishkan T’filah.

Basic Judaism, taught by all The 
Temple’s rabbis will meet Monday nights 
at 8 p.m. at The Temple. The topics week 
be covered in three six-week sessions. 
Rabbi David Ariel-Joel will teach Life 
Cycle Events during the first session.

Jews and Brews with Rabbi Wolk
Join Keneseth Israel’s Rabbi Michael 

Wolk for “Jews and Brews,” a one-hour 
class where participants study the week-
ly Torah portion through the prisms of 
both ancient and modern commentary 
while enjoying a cup (or cups?) of coffee. 
All in the community are welcome to at-
tend; free and open to the public. Jews 
and Brews meets weekly on Wednes-
day mornings at 11 a.m. at The J Coffee 
Shop. For more details contact Yonatan 
Yussman, KI executive director, at yy-
ussman@kenesethisrael.com or 502-
459-2780.

Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Wolk
Join Keneseth Israel’s Rabbi Michael 

Wolk at The Bristol on Main Street every 
first Thursday of the month at 12 p.m. 
for a lunch and learn. Please make a res-
ervation at rsvp@kenesethisrael.com or 
502-459-2780. The class is free and open 
to the public. (Food sold separately.) The 
next class will be held on November 3. 
For more details, contact Yonatan Yuss-
man, KI executive director, at yyussman@
kenesethisrael.com or 502-459-2780.

Adath Jeshurun Hosts 
Celebration Shabbat

Members of the community are invit-
ed to Adath Jeshurun on Saturday, No-
vember 5, to celebrate their birthdays or 
anniversaries. All who are celebrating 
a birthday or anniversary in November 
are invited to participate in a group ali-
yah during morning worship services 
that begin at 9:30 a.m.

Year ’Round Study Offered at The 
Temple

Saturday Morning Torah Study 
with Rabbi David Ariel-Joel meets from 
9-10 a.m. in the Fishman Library before 
the morning service to read and discuss 

the Torah portion of the week over cof-
fee, bagels and cream cheese, and other 
treats.

The Temple Scholars Program 
meets on Wednesdays at The Tem-
ple, 9:30-10:35 a.m., Rabbi David Ariel 
Joel will lead the group as they explore 
“What is a Jew? Dilemmas of Identity in 
the 21st Century.” The class will grapple 
with the challenges and explore the op-
portunities of the 21st century Jewish 
identity. What are the essential features 
of being Jewish? What is the place of 
boundaries in today’s changing Jewish 
community? How do Jewish communi-
ties in North America and in Israel view 
their identities differently, and what can 
we learn from one another?

From 10:50-12 p.m., Rabbi Joe Rooks 
Rapport will teach “The Golden Age 
of Spain,” exploring the greatest flow-
ering of Jewish life and learning in the 
long history of our people. Together 
the class will explore five centuries and 
more of Jewish life in Muslim Spain: the 
life and works of great scholars, poets 
and philosophers, Moses Maimonides, 
Judah Halevi, Abraham and Moses Ibn 
Ezra; Jewish statesmen, explorers and 
scientists, remarkable women, Jew-
ish-Muslim Interaction, and flowering 
of a uniquely mystical branch through 
Zohar and Kabbalah.

Adath Jeshurun Provides Prayer 
Book Hebrew Classes

Adath Jeshurun’s Prayer Book Hebrew 
classes take place on Sundays beginning 
on November 6. Beginning Prayer Book 
Hebrew will take place at 10:30 a.m. and 
Advanced Prayer Book Hebrew will take 
place at 11:30 a.m. Subsequent classes 
will take place on November 13 and 20, 
December 4 and 11 and January 8, 15, 
and 29. Please contact Deborah Slosberg 
at dslosberg@adathjeshurun.com for 
more information and registration. 

Knit & Qvell Circle to Meet at 
Anshei Sfard

The Knit & Qvell Circle at Anshei 
Sfard will meet on Thursday, November 
10, at 1 p.m. in the shul library. All knit-
ters and want-to-be knitters are invited 
to attend. All knitted items are donated 
to the Jefferson County Public Schools 
Clothes Closet. For more information, 
contact Toby Horvitz 502-458-7108.

Shabbos Luncheon Planned at 
Anshei Sfard

Anshei Sfard will host a Shabbos 
Luncheon on Saturday, November 12, 
immediately after services. The com-
munity is invited to attend services and 
the luncheon. Services begin at 9 a.m. 
Luncheon is free; however reservations 
are required by Wednesday, November 
9, and can be made by calling 502-451-
3122 x 0.

KI Children’s Shabbat Services 
Announced

Keneseth Israel holds Children’s Shab-
bat services on the second and fourth 
Saturdays of the month from 10:30 a.m.-
12 p.m. The congregation invites the 
community to join them for a high-ener-
gy service with stories, singing, prayers, 
Torah and learning. Services conclude 
with participants joining the whole con-
gregation in the main sanctuary prayers 
to lead “Ein Keloheinu” and “Adon 
Olam.” For more details, contact Yona-
tan Yussman, KI executive director, at 
yyussman@kenesethisrael.com or 502-
459-2780.

Rep. Yarmuth to Speak at Temple 
Shalom Men’s Club

U.S. Rep. John Yarmuth (D-KY) will 
be the guest speaker at the next Temple 
Shalom Men’s Club breakfast meeting, 
Sunday, November 13, at 9:30 a.m.

He will discuss the results of the No-
vember 8 elections and is expected to 
cover a range of topics, such the pres-
idential and congressional races and 
their impact.

Reservations are required by Thurs-

day, November 10, and may be made by 
calling the Temple Shalom office at 502-
458-4739. The event costs $5 a person, 
and it is open to the community.

Now in his fifth term as congressman 
representing Louisville, Yarmuth serves 
on the Energy, Commerce and Budget 
Committees. He’s been recognized for 
his work on improving education, ex-
panding access to affordable health care 
and revitalizing manufacturing in Lou-
isville. 

Anshei Sfard Presents Concert 
on the Lawn

The community is invited to a Con-
cert on the Lawn featuring the group 
Simply Tsfat Monday, November 14, at 
6:30 pm. Teens and adults, $10; children, 
ages 5-12, $5; children under 5 free. For 
more information, contact Rabbi Sim-
cha Snaid 502-451-3122 x 1.

Pizza and Movie Night to Be Held 
at The Temple

In response to many requests, The 
Temple first Pizza and a Movie Night, 
originally planned for election night, 
has been rescheduled to Tuesday, No-
vember 15, at 6:30 p.m. The film to be 
shown is Blazing Saddles. RSVP by Fri-
day, November 11, to 502-423-1818

Adath Jeshurun to Host Latin 
Remix, Festive Mexican Dinner

The community is invited to Adath 
Jeshurun on Friday, November 18, for a 
festive evening with Latin music during 
the 5:45 p.m. service featuring musician, 
Paul Carney. Following the service, en-
joy a catered Mexican dinner. Adults are 
$10 each and children 12 and under eat 
free. This event is open to adults and 
children of all ages and the communi-
ty is invited. The dinner is available by 
reservation only and must be prepaid by 
Friday, November 11. Reserve your space 
at www.adathjeshurun.com/remix. Sit-
ter service is provided at no charge, but 
reservations are required.

AJ’s Short & Sweet Jr. 
Congregation is November 19

Join Deborah Slosberg on Saturday, 
November 19, at 10:30 a.m. for Short 
& Sweet Jr. Congregation at Adath Je-
shurun. Short & Sweet is a family ser-
vice for students in grades K-7, their par-
ents and grandparents. The community 
is invited.

AJ Honors Rabbi Slosberg for 35 
Years of Service

Come to Adath Jeshurun on Saturday, 
November 26, at 9:30 a.m. for Shabbat 
services followed by a Kiddush lunch 
honoring Rabbi Slosberg for 35 years 
of dedicated service to Adath Jeshurun. 
The community is invited to attend.

Teach English in Israel
Jewish college graduates, ages 21-30, 

who are interested in teaching English 
to Israeli children, while embarking on 
a journey that will change their lives, 
are invited to apply to participate in the 
2017-2018 class of Masa Israel Teaching 
Fellows. Via a partnership with Israel’s 
Ministry of Education and The Jewish 
Agency for Israel, this 10-month expe-
rience is subsidized by the Israeli gov-
ernment to make it affordable for all 
interested. Additional information is be-
low. Please let me know if you have any 
questions, or would like to speak with 
current participants or alumni, or MITF 
leadership.

Le Rack

A unique consigning experience 
with women’s and men’s 
clothing and collectibles.  

 
Located at  982 BARRET AVENUE 

 
Owner JENNIFER ROSENSTEIN 

(502-882-2008)

Consignment Boutique
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Birth
Ella Green Bergman

Kevin Bergman and Sarah Green-
berg, along with big sister Anika, are 
thrilled to announce the birth of their 
daughter and little sister, Ella Green 
Bergman. She was born on September 
16. 

They reside in Walnut Creek, CA. Her 
proud grandparents are Mona Brodsky; 
Richard Bergman of Sarasota, FL; Lois 
Greenberg of Santa Fe, NM; and the late 
Alan Greenberg.

B’nai Mitzvah
Aiden 
Grossman

Aiden Gross-
man, son of Stacy 
Goodman-Gross-
man and grand-
son of Linda and 
Steve Goodman, 
celebrated his bar 
mitzvah in Buf-
falo Grove, IL, 
on September 17, 
with his family and friends.

Aiden’s Mitzvah project included mak-
ing gourmet homemade meals for over 
1,000 homeless people in Chicago. Not 
only did his mitzvah project reach out 
to people in Chicago but he also helped 
families in Louisville, by working in the 
JFCS Food Pantry with his Bubbi Linda 
Goodman.

Aiden will continue his religious stud-
ies and travel to Israel where he will  
have another bar mitzvah celebration in 
Jerusalem with his immediate family.

Jackson Henry 
Segal

Jackson Hen-
ry Segal, son of 
Christon and 
Brian Segal and 
brother of Andrew, 
will be called to 
the Torah on Sat-
urday, November 
5, at 10:30 a.m. at 
The Temple. Jack 

is the grandson of Marsha and Richard 
Segal and Pat and Bob Sholund of Bir-
mingham, AL.

Jack is in the seventh grade at Kam-
merer Middle School where he runs 
cross-country, plays lacrosse and is in 
the choir. Jack plays lacrosse for True 
Kentucky in the summer. He enjoys be-
ing with his friends, watching sports 
and traveling with his family.

Jack is volunteering at My Dog Eats 
First, helping to pack food and supplies 
for homeless pets. 

Jack and his family invite the commu-
nity to celebrate his bar mitzvah and the 
kiddush luncheon after the service.

Leah Margaret 
Cohen

Leah Margaret 
Cohen, daughter 
of Jonathan and 
Rebecca Cohen and 
sister of Joseph,
Inanna, Aryeh and 
Asher, will be 
called to the Torah 
as a bat mitzvah 
on Saturday, No-

vember 12, at 9:30 a.m. at Congregation 
Adath Jeshurun. 

Leah is the granddaughter of Stuart 
and Bonnie Cohen and Richard Lasky 
and Nancy Lasky (z”l).

Leah is in the seventh grade at the 
Waldorf School of Louisville where she 
plays basketball and viola in the school’s 
orchestra. She has attended Camp Liv-
ingston for three years and is looking 
forward to returning next summer.

Leah participated in the JFCS Pledge 
13 program by volunteering with New 
Roots at the Gendler Grapevine Fresh 
Stop. 

Leah and her family invite the com-
munity to join them in celebrating this 
joyous occasion.

Henry 
Schneiderman

Henry Schnei-
derman, son of 
Carolyn and Rick 
Schneiderman, 
will be called to 
the Torah as a bar 
mitzvah on Satur-
day, November 19 
at The Temple. 

Henry is a seventh grader at Louisville 
Collegiate School. He enjoys spending time 
with his friends, his many pets at home, 
and his live-in bubby, Linda Turner. Hen-
ry’s pursuits include soccer, creating short 
videos, creative writing and honing his co-
medic skills with his mom and dad. 

Henry is a very kind and empathet-
ic young man, particularly with young 
children. For his mitzvah project, he has 
served at Sunrise Senior Living and has 
volunteered feeding the homeless and 
preparing care packages. 

Henry and his family invite the com-
munity to join them in celebrating his 
special day.

Obituaries
James Levin

James Levin, 
88, died peacefully 
on September 22, 
after fighting pan-
creatic cancer. 

Levin was the 
son of Louis and 
Zelda Levin and 
grew up in Wil-

liamsburg, KY, where he developed a 
strong work ethic and empathy for oth-
ers. He had many life-long friends from 
his days at Williamsburg High School 
from which he graduated in 1946 and 
where, in 2000, he was inducted into the 
school’s Hall of Fame.

Levin received his undergraduate 
degree from the University of Ken-
tucky in 1950 where he was a member 
of ZBT Fraternity. After beginning law 
school, he was called to serve his coun-
try during the Korean War and did so in 
the Army as a First Lieutenant. He then 
returned to the University of Kentucky, 
where he married Deborah Rosenbaum 
and obtained his law degree, with hon-
ors. He was a member of the Kentucky 
Law Journal and Order of the Coif. His 
attendance at the University solidified 
his lifelong love of UK sports.

Beginning in 1956, Levin served as as-
sistant solicitor for the U.S. Department 
of Labor in Washington D.C. The Levins 
moved to Louisville in 1958 where Jim be-
gan his private law practice. He loved the 
law more than almost anything besides 
his family. He was a general practitioner; 
a rarity in the modern era. He treated 
his clients like family, and fought vigor-
ously for their causes – large or small. 

Perhaps his greatest honor was serv-
ing as a special justice on the Kentucky 
Supreme Court when his friend, Justice 
Charles Leibson, was unable to serve. 
He authored opinions for the Court, as 
well as in dissent of the majority. Levin’s 
journalism degree served him well 
during that period and the rest of his le-
gal career. 

He was a member of the American, 
Kentucky and Louisville Bar Associa-
tions, as well as the Kentucky Justice 
Association.

Levin married Dr. Linda Lucas in 
1998. Happily, they both worked hard 
and enjoyed each other’s and their fam-
ily’s company. They enjoyed travel on 
professional business for Jim’s law prac-
tice and Linda’s anesthesiology practice, 
as well as time with friends and family. 
They enjoyed UK sporting events and 
their second home in Florida. Jim and 
Linda were each very proud of their chil-
dren and grandchildren.

Levin was predeceased by Debbie in 
1993 and by his brother, Isadore Levin. 
He is survived by his wife, Linda, and 
his children and step-children, ZoeAnn 
Yussman (Jeff), Dr. Neil Levin (Traci), 
Gary Levin (Laura), Karen Butler, Dr. 
Robert Lucas (Heather) and Dr. Scott 
Lucas (Julie); as well as 16 grandchil-
dren; his sisters, Esther Yussman and 
Betty Spivak (Al); and his legal assistant, 
office manager and friend of 33 years, 
Brenda Royalty.

Burial was in the Keneseth Israel 
Cemetery. Herman Meyer & Son han-
dled the arrangement. Expressions of 
sympathy may be made to the Kentucky 
Bar Foundation, 514 W. Main St., Frank-
fort, Y 40601, Keneseth Israel, or the 
charity of one’s choice.

Shaina 
Alexander 
Prizant

Shaina Alexan-
der Prizant, age 
37, passed away 
September 26. 

She was the lov-
ing daughter of 
Judaline (Louis) 
Kastan and the 
late Roger M. Pri-

zant; dear granddaughter of Wilma G. 
and the late Archie A. Alexander and the 
late Lewis and Ruth Prizant. 

She leaves behind two step-broth-
ers, David and Gregory Kastan (Amy), 
and her nieces and nephews: Max, Ella, 
Parker, and Piper.

Her aunts and uncles loved her like their 
own: Aunt Sanda Goret (Kenneth), Uncle 
Ronald Alexander (Dani), Uncle Martin 
Alexander (Shannon), Uncle Bruce Prizant 
(Ellen) and Uncle Steven Prizant.

She grew up very close to her cousins: 
Andrew Goret (Michelle), Erin Richards 
(Louis), Megan Housley (Jon), Hannah 
Curtsinger (Wade), Blake Summit, Lo-
ren Prizant (Jane) and Evan Prizant. 
Shaina adored her youngest cousins: 
Coleman, Ellery, Myla, Ian, Josie, Alex-
ander, Teller, and Amelia. 

Prizant had a special place in her 
heart for dear friend, Judie Asman.

Interment was in The Temple Ceme-
tery. Herman Meyer & Son handled the 
arrangements.

Expressions of sympathy may be di-
rected to Cardiovascular Innovation In-
stitute (a partnership of Jewish and U of 
L Hospitals).

Ronald Platoff
Ronald Platoff, 65 died Tuesday, Sep-

tember 27. 
He was preceded in death by his 

mother, Thelma Platoff Klein; father, Al-
vin Platoff; and sister, Susan Pearlman. 

Survivors include his brother, Donald 
Platoff; and nephew, Sanford Pearlman 
of Oakland, CA.

Burial was in Keneseth Israel Ceme-
tery. Herman Meyer & Son handled the 
arrangements.

Helen Swinton
Helen Swinton, 

96, died Thursday, 
September 29, in 
Louisville after a 
brief illness. She 
had been a resi-
dent of the Mason-
ic Home of Ken-
tucky since 2010, 
when she moved 

to Louisville from her longtime home in 
Pratt, KS.

Swinton was born on March 2, 1920, 
in Trenton, MO, and moved to Pratt af-
ter marrying in 1940. An avid golfer and 
bridge player, she was a professional 
bookkeeper and active member of First 
Baptist Church in Pratt. She volunteered 

see LIFECYCLE page 22
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for South Wind Hospice, among many 
charitable activities. When she moved to 
Louisville, she continued her volunteer 
work for Hosparus of Louisville. In both 
Pratt and Louisville, Swinton was loved 
and admired for her fun-loving, kind 
and generous spirit.

Swinton was preceded in death by her 
husband, Bill, in 1971, and an infant son, 
Gregory Wayne, in 1949. She is survived 
by her three children and their spouses: 
Gary Swinton (Nancy), of Durham, ME; 
Jeri Swinton (Michael Ginsberg) of Lou-
isville; and Ken Swinton (Barbara) of 
Livermore, CA; grandchildren Amy Mc-
Laughlin, Amanda Shean, Perry Swin-
ton-Ginsberg, William Swinton-Gins-
berg and Christie Swinton; and four 
great-grandchildren.

Contributions can be made to KU 
Endowment (directed toward the Uni-
versity of Kansas Medical Center) or Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Kentuckiana.

Eleanor J. Shuster
Eleanor J. Shuster, 84, died peace-

fully on Tuesday, October 4, at Norton 
Audubon Hospital. She worked with her 
parents in their family business, Shus-
ter’s Department Store located at Shelby 
& Burnett. She was a member of Con-
gregation Adath Jeshurun, Keneseth 
Israel Congregation, Hadassah and NC-
JW-Louisville Section.

She is preceded in death by her par-
ents, Celia Morguelan and Israel Shuster 
and her brother, Larry Shuster.

She is survived by her sister-in-law, 
Rayma Shuster; and her nephews, Rick 
and Dr. Myron Shuster.

Burial was in Adath Jeshurun Ceme-
tery. Herman Meyer & Son handled the 
arrangements.

Expressions of sympathy may be 
made to the donor’s favorite charity.

George Sydney 
Klein

George Sydney 
Klein passed away 
on Thursday, Oc-
tober 6, at the age 
of 91. 

Klein was born 
to Max and Mar-
garet Klein in 
Norwood, OH, in 
1924. He grew up 
in Louisville and graduated from Male 
High School. He served proudly in the 
Army Air Corps in World War II, where 
he received a Purple Heart for service on 
the island of Saipan.

After the Army, he earned a law de-
gree at night from the Jefferson School 
of Law, while working in the family fur-
niture business. He was a St. Matthews 
business owner for many years, and a 
lifelong athlete and coach. Klein was a 
member of the Jewish Community Cen-
ter and Congregation Adath Jeshurun. 
In his later years, he served as resident 
council president at Magnolia Springs. 
He was a friend and confidante to all 
who knew him. 

He is predeceased by his wife, B. Mol-
ly Klein, and his brother, Howard Klein.

He is survived by a wealth of loved 
ones, including his sister, Fay Levin 
(Fred); children, Michele Ruby (Marty), 
Howard Klein and Mark Klein (Jacque-
line); grandchildren, Becky Ruby Swans-
burg (Michael), Jordan Klein (Julia), 
Sara Shaughnessy (Michael), Brandon 
Klein and Max Klein; and great-grand-
children, Robert and Molly Swansburg, 
Mason and Celine Klein, and Andrew 
Shaughnessy.

The family would like to thank the 
warm and caring staffs of Magnolia 
Springs and Westport Place.

Burial was in Adath Jeshurun Cem-
etery. Herman Meyer and Son handled 
the arrangements. 

Expressions of sympathy may take 
the form of contributions to the Jewish 
Community Center of Louisville or Hab-
itat for Humanity.

David Spritz 
Fleischaker

David Spritz 
Fleischaker, 73, 
died in a tragic 
auto accident on 
Monday, October 
10.

He was born 
February 7, 1943, 
and grew up in 
Louisville, the son 

of Betty Jane Fleischaker and the late 
Leopold Fleischaker. 

Fleischaker was a casual intellect who 
loved history, politics and his book club. 
He was a father to many, no matter re-
lation, raising a blended house of eight 
children and coached many baseball 
and soccer teams. He penned a weekly 
column in the 1980’s that ran in the Cou-
rier-Journal for seven years that recount-
ed his children’s almost every teenage 
antic.

He was a doting and active grandfa-
ther who loved to play games, especially 
cribbage or backgammon, with anyone 
who would join him. Always loving to be 
around people, he was an avid duplicate 
bridge player and achieved Silver Life 
Master status. 

Fleischaker was a consummate rac-
quetball player, taking trophies home 
from the Senior Olympics and annual 
Ike Gumer tournaments, usually against 
much younger opponents.

He started his career in inner city 
youth education, and continued help-
ing people by assisting first-time home-
buyers and working with community 
 

housing development organizations to 
increase affordable housing opportuni-
ties. 

Fleischaker loved fiercely and con-
sidered family his legacy. In addition to 
his mother, he is survived by his bride, 
Patricia Buckley, his eight children: 
Philip (Hiroko), Stuart (Susan), Elea-
nor (Peter), Rebecca, Greg (Celia), Fred 
(Kathleen), Kirk (Whitney) and Laura; 
21 grandchildren (Mae, Elise, Spencer, 
Delaney, Carter, Elliot, Olivia, Griffin, 
Madison, Clare, Molly, Parker, Matthew, 
Caroline, Lilly, Peyton, Errett, Henry, 
Stephanie and Gillian); and three sib-
lings, Jon (Kim), Marc (Phyllis) and 
Beth. He also is survived by Pat’s chil-
dren, Michelle, Daniel (Angie) and Mat-
thew (Kim), and her eight grandchildren 
(Andrew, Parker, Bennet, Bryce, Barrett, 
Nate, Nick and Bella). 

Herman Meyer & Son handled the ar-
rangements. 

Gifts in Fleischaker’s memory may 
be made to River City Housing, Jewish 
Community Center or The Temple.

Dorothy “Dotti” Bass
Dorothy “Dotti” Bass, 64, died Tues-

day, October 11, at her home. 
She was a native of Owensboro, 

KY, born July 19, 1952, to Catherine 
Ehlschide and the late James Gann. She 
was an accomplished project manag-

er with Passport 
Health, a member 
of The Temple and 
a former board 
member for the 
Ronald McDon-
ald House & Chil-
dren’s Hospital 
Foundation. Dotti 
volunteered much 
of her time read-
ing at the Che-

noweth School and was an avid golfer.
She is survived by her son, Jacob Bass; 

see LIFECYCLE page 23
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OPPORTUNITIES

Contact Danni Kiefner, 
Director, Volunteer Services, at 

dannikiefner@
KentuckyOneHealth.org.
to begin your volunteer 

experience today.

Volunteer
KentuckyOne Health, including 

Jewish Hospital, has many 
volunteer opportunities at its 

Louisville facilities that we are 
seeking individuals to fulfill.

No matter whether you are 
interested in transporting patients 

to their area of service, helping 
family members track their 

patients during a procedure or 
sitting at the information desk to 
assist visitors, we have a need. 

We look forward to 
hearing from you!

Our volunteer application is 
now online at 

www.KentuckyOneHealth.org
/volunteer. 

ENRICH your entire FAMILY’S 
JEWISH JOURNEY .

FREE JEWISH BEDTIME STORIES  and SONGS

We’ll send you Jewish bedtime 
stories every month – for FREE! 

JEWISH BEDTIME STORIES and SONGS

APPLY TODAY
Call Betsy Schwartz at 502-238-2708 or sign up online at www.jewishlouisville.org/pjlibrary.

Rabbi David Feder

by Rabbi David Feder
Special to Community

W
hile the Yamim Noraim 
(High Holy Days) have just 
ended and the new year has 
barely begun, we are mark-

ing the end of another cycle, that of the 
Shelosh Regalim, our three pilgrimage 

festivals. 
We began with 

Pesach and the 
hope of spring. 
The world seemed 
new as it returned 
to life and shook 
off the blanket 
of snow to reveal 
blossoming green 
beneath. We felt 
the hope of bound-
less opportunities 
as we celebrated 

freedom and the exodus from Egypt. 
The freedom of Pesach yielded to the 

responsibilities of Shavuot. We felt con-
fident in our ability to move forward, 
armed with God’s faith in us with the 
gift of Torah. 

Autumn is now upon us, the leaves 
have turned and there is a chill in the 
air. Sukkot arrived. The festival cycle 
drew to its close this week. We are joy-
ful as we celebrate a successful harvest 
and conclusion to the festival cycle and 
remember divine protection during the 
years of wandering in the wilderness. In 
fact, while joyful celebration is implicit 
on all of our festivals, on Sukkot we are 
explicitly instructed to be joyful in our 
celebration. 

Why do we need to be reminded to be 
rejoice? With Sukkot, we look forward 
to winter and the unknown. What will 
happen to seeds that have yet to germi-
nate, to plants not yet planted? What will 

the months ahead bring? Will they bring 
us rains when we need them or will they 
bring floods? Will we be secure and sta-
ble or will health or economic setbacks 
leave us unsteady as we move forward? 

The symbol of Sukkot, the sukkah, re-
minds us of that uncertainty. A simple 
rainstorm can bring down the schach, 
the covering of the sukkah. A strong 
wind can bring the entire sukkah down. 
The sukkah is not built nor meant to 
be permanent, but instead a temporary 
respite from impending storms. It re-
minds us that the security that we might 
feel is in actuality transitory, capable of 
dissolving around us in the blink of an 
eye.

Our special reading for Sukkot, Ko-
helet or Ecclesiastes, underpins this atti-
tude. While we read of love and youthful 
passion with the Song of Songs at Pe-
sach and recaptured love and affection 
with Ruth at Shavuot, we look back on 
life with a blend of nostalgia, cynicism 
and realism as we read Ecclesiastes. The 
prism of uncertainty can cause us to 
view days gone by as brighter than they 

her mother, Catherine Gann; her broth-
er, James Larry Gann; her sister, Sandra 
Yeiser of Owensboro; her aunt, Vee Titus 
of Satellite Beach, FL; and a host of be-
loved nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Herman Meyer & Son handled the ar-
rangements. 

Expressions of sympathy may be 
made to The Temple or the Ronald Mc-
Donald House.

Lois G. Joseph
Lois G. Joseph, 92, died Wednesday, 

October 12.  
She was born in Chicago and moved 

to Louisville in 1953.  
Joseph is survived by her husband of 

65 years, Leroy; daughter, Barbara; son-
in-law, Mark; sister-in-law, Martha Tas-
man; niece, Phyllis Alport; and nephews, 
Jerry Tasman (Mina), Ronnie Tasman 
(Marda), and David Tasman (Sheila). 
She was pre-deceased by her parents; 
first husband, Stan; her sister, Florence 
Alport; and many close friends.  

She was a mother, wife, volunteer, 
held various jobs and was a friend and 
confidant to many.   The family would 
like to thank those at Westport Place 
who were so caring and understanding.  

Herman Meyer & Son handled the 
arrangements. The family would appre-
ciate that contributions be made to the 
National MS Society, Bridgehaven or 
Wayside Christian Mission. 

Marvin Friedman
Marvin Friedman died Thursday, Oc-

tober 13, at the age of 89. 
F r i e d m a n 

was the re-
tired president o f 
Metalite Cor- po-
ration. He was 
a World War I I 
veteran. 

He is 
s u r v i v e d b y 
his wife of 6 6 
years, Rose 
F r i e d m a n ; 
his children, Wayne Friedman (Mau-
reen), Rhonda Friedman, Linda Fried-
man (Steve) and Jill Friedman; grand-
children, Reena Watts (Will), Jessica 
Vaiselberg (Moshe), Stephanie Billyack 
(Jason), Emily Puterbaugh (Rex), Ja-
cob Wasser (Bryce), Daniel Graber 
(Liat), Jennifer Graber and Leora Gra-
ber; great-grandchildren Rafi, Celia 
and Lazer Watts; Mali, Talya and Abie 
Vaiselberg; Zalman Tzvi, Yisrael Dovid, 
Yehoshua Leib and Yitchok Eliahu Bil-
lyack; Nina and Calvin Puterbaugh and 
Myah Wasser.

Friedman requested that donations 

be made to the Jewish War Veterans, 
1181 R St. North West, Washington 
DC 20009 or the American Legion, 245 
Houston Sr., New York, NY 10002.

Lillian Gordon 
Shein

Lillian Gordon 
Shein, 94, died 
Saturday, October 
15, at Westport 
Place Health Cam-
pus.  

She was a native 
of Columbus, OH, 
born October 23, 
1921. She was a 
graduate of UofL and received her Mas-
ters in sociology. Shein was a sociology 
professor at Jefferson Community Col-
lege, coordinator of the Sociology De-
partment and a member of The Temple.

She is preceded in death by her par-
ents, Morris and Miriam Gordon; and 
her husband, Dr. Melvin Shein.

She is survived by her two daughters, 
Laura Lee and Denise Shein; and her 
grandchildren, Megan Ann, Zack, Na-
than and Joseph Moody.

Burial was in The Temple Cemetery. 
Herman Meyer & Son handled the ar-
rangements.

Expressions of sympathy may be 
made to the donor’s favorite charity.

Dr. Naum Klinberg
Dr. Naum Klin-

berg, 81, died Sat-
urday, October 15, 
at Seneca Place.  

He was born in 
Ukraine on No-
vember 7, 1934. 
While living in 
Ukraine, Dr. Klin-
berg practiced 
medicine as a pediatric surgeon.

He is preceded in death by his par-
ents, Abraham and Sophia Klinberg, 
and his brother, David Klinberg.

He is survived by his wife, Valentina 
Ryabina; his son, Val Klinberg and his 
wife, Nina Litvinova; his daughter, Inna 
Marnhout and her husband, Michael; 
and three grandsons, Alex, Michael and 
Stan.

Burial was in The Temple Cemetery. 
Herman Meyer & Son handled the ar-
rangements. Expressions of sympathy 
may be made to the donor’s favorite 
charity.

Jay M. “Poppa” Jacobson
Jay M. “Poppa” Jacobson, of Boca Ra-

ton, FL, formerly of Minneapolis, MN, 
and Louisville, passed away on October 

23, the day before his 82nd birthday.
Jacobson was born in Louisville. He 

earned a Bachelors Degree in Pharma-
cy from the University of Kentucky and 
a Masters Degree in Social Work, from 
the University of Louisville, Kent School 
of Social Work. Jacobson served in the 
U.S. Army from 1954-1961.

During the course of his working 
years he was a passionate fundraiser 
for the Jewish community including the 
Minneapolis Jewish Federation, U.J.A. 
and Sholom Foundation. In Florida he 
was also a member of Company “A”, a 
dynamic group of retired men who rel-
ished each other’s company and bonded 
over their shared experiences.

Jacobson’s legacy will live on in his 
family and in his dedication to the local 
and international Jewish Community.

Above all Jacobson loved his family. 
He was preceded in death by parents 
Abraham and Rose Jacobson. Survived 
by his beloved wife of 44 years, Lorita 
K. Jacobson; daughters, Ilene (Scott) 
Stoess and Peggy (Joel) Mandel; grand-
children Emily (Chris) Leon, Kathryn 
(Doug) McDaniel, Alec Stoess, Aleeza 
and Margo Mandel; great-granddaugh-
ter Lily McDaniel; brothers Kenny (Bet-
sy) Jacobson and Harry (Sherry) Jacob-
son-Beyer. 

Funeral services will be Friday, Octo-
ber 28, in Florida. 

Memorials are preferred to Sholom 
Foundation, 3610 Phillips Parkway, St. 
Louis Park, MN 55426 www.sholom-
foundation.com, Beth El Synagogue, 
5225 Barry St W, St Louis Park, MN 
55416, or Beth Ami Congregation 1401 
NW 4th Ave. Boca Raton, FL 33432.

might have been and the future as dark-
er than it might be.

The genius of our tradition is to cele-
brate today. The past is over; the future 
has not yet come to be. All we have for 
certain is today. Gazing into an uncer-
tain and unknown future, we can take 
faith in the shelter we find through 
friends and family, from the goodness 
we recognize in our lives, and from our 
sense of divine support and security, as 
we celebrate the goodness and joy we 
can find each day.

•••
Shabbat candles should be lit on Fri-

days, October 28 at 6:29 p.m., Novem-
ber 4 at 6:22 p.m., November 11 at 5:15 
p.m., November 18 at 5:10 p.m. and No-
vember 25 at 5:06 p.m.

•••
Rabbi David Feder (Reform) has vol-

unteered to provide Torah commentaries 
for Community.

LIFECYCLE
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Introducing Sports Medicine Urgent Care at Medical Center Jewish 
Northeast. Featuring the best after-hours orthopedic care, we’ll help 
you get back into the game safely and quickly. Walk-ins are welcome, 
no appointment is necessary, and there’s plenty of convenient 
parking. Welcome to pro-care, on your schedule.

MEDICAL CENTER JEWISH NORTHEAST
2401 Terra Crossing Blvd. · Louisville, KY 40245
KentuckyOneHealth.org/Sports-Medicine-Urgent-Care
844.603.8014

OPEN MON-FRI, 5PM-9PM AND SAT 9AM-12PM

Client: KentuckyOne
Job No: KLO-54434
Title: Ortho Sports Med

Pub:      
Insert:  
Size:  10" x 13.75"
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